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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Foil  THE  YEAH  1877. 


TTarrisburo,  Septemhe7-  20.  1877. 
To  His  Excellency  John  F.  IIartranft, 

Oovernor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  PennHi/lvania  : 

Sir:  The  past  has  been  a prosperous  year  for  the  Soldiers’  Orphan 
Schools.  Little  sickness  and  few  deaths  have  occurred  among  the  chil- 
dren. Their  education  lias  gone  on  in  a satisfactory  manner,  and  they 
have  been  cared  for  in  such  a way  as  to  make  them  comfortable  and  happy. 
As  a body,  they  compare  favorably  in  physical  and  intellectual  dcA^elop- 
ment,  in  appearance  and  deiiortment,  in  manly  qualities,  and  in  preparation 
for  usefulness,  ndth  any  class  of  children  of  the  same  age.  Some  of  those 
who  liaA-e  left  the  schools  at  sixteen  years  of  age,  liaA^e  found  ditllculty  in 
securing  immediate  employment,  but  the  feeling  toiA'ards  them  in  every 
community  is  so  kind  that  this  inconvenience  has  generallj'  proA'en  of  a 
temporary  character.  Of  the  scAxm  thousand  young  people  educated  at 
the  Orphan  Schools  nearlj"  all  are  at  work — some  engaged  in  the  simpler 
kinds  of  hand-labor,  but  many  at  trades,  on  farms,  or  in  the  professions. 
With  fcAA"  exceptions  they  are  doing  well. 

NUMBER  IN  SCHOOL. 

On  the  1st  day  of  Seiitember,  1815,  the  number  of  orphan  children  in 
the  care  of  the  State  was  tivo  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-live  ; on  the 
1st  day  of  September,  187fi,  it  was  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  fortv- 
one,  and  on  the  1st  day  of  September,  1877,  it  was  two  thousand  four 
hundred  and  sixty-seven,  the  decrease  in  the  two  years  being  onL'  two  hun- 
dred and  twent}"-eight.  Nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  children  rvere  dis- 
charged from  May  31,  187(1,  to  September  1,  1877  ; but  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  were  admitted  to  take  their  place.  Doubtless  these  facts  will 
start  an  inquiry  as  to  the  cause  of  the  small  decrease  in  the  nnmlier  of 
1 Sol.  Orp. 
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children  in  the  schools,  when  the  public  had  been  led  to  expect,  from  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  and  from  calculations  published  from  time  to  time 
in  the  reports  of  the  Department,  that  the  time  had  about  come  for  the 
schools  to  close,  and  the  burden  of  their  expense  to  be  removed.  The  cause 
that  has  kept  the  schools  from  decreasing,  as  they  woidd  otherwise  have 
done,  is  the  acts  of  18t4,  18^5,  and  18*76,  providing  for  admitting  into  the 
Orphan  Schools  the  children  of  soldiers  born  since  the  first  of  J anuary,  1866, 
forbidden  bj'  the  act  of  1867,  and  the  children  of  sick  and  disabled  soldiers, 
as  well  as  the  children  of  deceased  soldiers,  the  latter  only  being  admitted 
under  preceding  acts.  The  act  of  1874  admitted  only  one  hundred  of  these 
new  classes  of  children,  the  acts  of  187.5  and  1876  opened  the  door  fully, 
and  admitted  all  otherwise  eligible  under  their  provisions.  By  this  generous 
legislation,  over  one  thousand  four  hundred  children  have  been  admitted 
to  the  several  schools  who  would  have  been  excluded  under  the  earlier  laws  ; 
and  tlie  schools  now  have  an  attendance  of  two  thousand  four  hundred, 
instead  of  the  one  thousand,  -which  they  w'ould  otherwdse  have  had,  and 
the  Department  is  compelled  to  ask  for  twice  as  much  money  as  w'ould  have 
been  necessary  to  maintain  them  had  these  laws  not  have  been  passed. 


THE  aUESTION  OF  ELIGIBILITY. 


In  justification  of  the  legislation  which  has  so  greatly  increased  the 
number  of  cliildren  in  the  care  of  tlie  State,  and  proportionally  added  to  cost 
of  the  Orphan  Schools,  it  should  be  stated  that  no  class  of  children  are 
more  deserving  than  the  class  benefited  )jy  it.  There  is  no  good  reason 
why  tlie  child  of  a deceased  soldier,  born  since  the  first  day  of  January, 
1876,  is  not  as  worthy  to  receive  the  State’s  bounty  as  one  born  before  that 
date ; and  the  children  of  sick  or  disabled  soldiers  are  man}'  times  in  a 
W'Orse  condition  than  if  their  fathers  had  been  killed  in  battle.  The  task, 
however,  of  determining  the  eligibility  of  applicants,  under  the  late  laws  on 
the  subject,  has  been  found  to  be  one  of  extreme  difficulty.  When  first 
called  to  act  in  the  matter,  the  Department,  ever  sympathizing  wdth  the 
destitute  orphans  of  soldiers,  neglected  to  scrutinize  the  applications  very 
closely,  overlooked  irregularities,  and  admitted  nearly  all  wdio  applied  ; but, 
by  and  by,  the  number  of  applicants  swelled  to  figures  much  beyond  the 
calculations  of  the  friends  of  the  law's  admitting  them,  and  it  was  discov- 
ered that  frauds  had  been  practiced  in  numerous  instances,  and  that  agents 
were  sending  in  the  names  of  persons  wdio,  as  soldiers’  children,  had  no 
claims  niion  the  bounty  of  the  State.  Then  more  strict  rules  w'ere  adopted, 
and  all  applications  for  admission  were  required  to  contain  evidence  that 
the  death,  sickness,  or  disability  set  forth  wnis  owing  to  causes  connected 
with  the  war.  The  rules,  impartially  enforced,  seemed  over  strict  to  the 
friends  of  some  of  the  children  for  whom  application  was  made,  and  the 
Department  was  subjected  to  some  censure ; but  if  those  who  complained 
could  have  examined  the  applications  sent  in,  and  acquainted  themselves 
wdth  all  the  circumstances  connected  wdth  them,  the}^  would  have  approved 
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the  course  of  the  Department  in  fulfilliin;  the  law,  ami  saving  the  State’s 
money  for  the  use  of  those  for  whom  it  was  intended.  So  strong,  at  last, 
became  the  pressure  from  certain  quarters  to  break  down  the  rules  adopted 
by  the  Department,  that  a request  was  made  of  the  Attorney  (xeneral  to 
give  an  interpretation  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  subject.  He  did  so  at 
great  length,  and  with  much  clearness.  The  following  is  the  concluding 
part  of  his  opinion.  It  sustains  the  action  of  the  Department  and  became 
its  guide  in  further  proceedings : 

“The  conditions  of  admission  to  Soliliers’  Orphan  Schools  are,  that  tlie  cliildren 
must  be  destitute,  that  their  fathers  must  have  been  residents  of  this  State  and  engaged 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  must  have  died  or  boon  |)ernianently 
disabled  in  tlie  service.  Permanent  disainlity  from  anv  otiier  cause  will  not  alone  ful- 
fill the  conditions.” 


EVIDENCE  REatriEED. 

It  is  now  clear  that  no  child  can  be  admitted  into  an  Orphan  School 
whose  father’s  death,  sickness,  or  disability  was  not  caused  by  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  war;  and,  while  always  giving  the  applicant 
the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  the  Department  insists,  in  the  case  of  each,  upon 
a line  of  testimoii}'  extending  back  from  the  death,  sickness,  or  disaliility 
to  the  cause  that  produced  it  in  the  army.  It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  ob- 
tain such  testimony,  and  a few  deserving  (dnldren  may  be  excluded  from  the 
schools  for  want  of  it,  but  if  all  are  admitted  for  whom  application  is  made, 
hundreds  will  be  forced  into  the  schools  for  whom  the  State  never  intended 
to  make  provision,  the  expense  of  keeping  tliem  up  will  lie  greatly  in- 
creased, and  the  people,  oppressed  with  taxes,  may  at  last  grow  im[)atient 
and  demand  the  overthrow  of  the  whole  system  in  order  to  get  rid  of  an 
evil  illegally  fastened  upon  it.  It  would  be  much  more  easy  and  jileasant 
for  the  Department  to  admit  all  applicants  without  question,  and  pa}'  for 
them,  if  the  Legislature  will  furnish  the  money,  and  should  express  a ilesire 
to  have  it  done. 

The  following  paragraiihs  are  from  a letter  of  instruction,  dated  May  3, 
issued  in  order  that  applications  for  admission  might  be  accompanied  witli 
the  required  evidence : 

“ The  apx>lications  for  the  admissioii  of  chifdrcn  to  the  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools, 
under  the  late  acts  of  the  Legislature,  come  to  the  Depiartrnent  in  great  numbers 
illegal  inform,  incomplete,  and  erroneous.  These  irregularities  almost  alirai/s  lead 
to  a tedious  and  sometimes  annoying  corresjiondence.  Trouble  to  all  parties  con- 
cerned, it  is  thought,  may  be  saved  by  observing  the  following  directions. 

“ There  are  Ovo  classes: 

“I.  Where  the  Father  is  deceased.  In  this  case  it  must  be  siiown  l)y  satisfac- 
tory testimori}'  tiiat  tiie  cause  of  the  father’s  deatii  can  be  traced  directly  back  to  circum- 
stances connected  with  tiie  war — wounds,  disease,  or  impared  constitution.  On  tiiis 
point  the  law  is  imperative.  The  line  of  testimony  must  extend  back  from  tlie  time  of 
death  to  the  cause  tliat  produced  it  in  the  army,  and  statements  and  allidavits  sliould  be 
presented  from  the  physicians  who  attended  him  at  any  time,  but  esjiceially  from  tliose 
who  attended  him  while  in  the  service,  directly  after  he  left  tlie  service,  and  at  tlie 
time  of  his  death.  These  statements  or  affidavits  should  always  contain  the  grounds 
or  reasons  for  the  opinions  expressed.  Weiglit  will  also  be  given  to  tlie  te.stiniony  of 
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the  officers  under  whom  he  served,  of  the  soldiers  who  knew  him,  or  of  responsible 
citizens  acquainted  with  tire  case. 

“II.  Where  the  Father  is  stiel  living  rut  is  sick  or  disabled.  Here  a 
competent  physician  must  make  a careful  professional  examination  of  the  case,  and 
under  oath  or  affirmation,  state  the  cliaracter  of  the  disease  or  disability  and  the  cir- 
cumstances which  in  his  judganent  caused  it.  It  thought  to  be  traceable  to  ciicum- 
stances  connected  with  tlie  war,  the  opinion  should  lie  strengthed  by  otlier  testimony 
similiar  to  that  required  as^aliove  when  the  father  is  deceased ; in  otlier  words,  the 
application  must  contain  evidence  showing  that  the  sickness  or  disaliility  was  caused 
iiy  tlie  war. 

“In  all  applications  it  should  be  stated  whether  tlie  fatlier  was  or  is  in  receipt  of  a 
pension;  if  not,  why  not;  and  if  so,  the  number  of  the  pension  certiticate  should  be 
u-iven.  The  law  requires  all  applications  to  be  approved  liy  the  proper  board  of  school 
directors.  This  can  only  be  done  when  the  board  is  in  session,  after  full  consideration, 
by  a resolution  placed  upon  tlie  minutes.  The  signatures  of  the  officers  of  a school 
board  obtained  without  tlie  antliority  of  the  board  liave  no  validity.  Tliey  destroy  the 
legality  of  the  paper  to  which  they  are  attached.  Boards  or  directors  are  expected  to 
inquire  before  approving  an  aiiplication  as  to  its  merits  in  all  resiiects.” 

EXPENSES. 

The  system  cost  the  past  year  $.380,(156  R),  being  $21,813  51  less  than 
last  year.  The  expenses  exceeded  the  appropriation  for  the  year  $656  10, 
the  deliciency  being;  paid  out  of  the  balance  of  former  j'ears  remaining  in 
the  treasur}'  to  the  credit  of  the  Department.  It  should  be  stated,  also, 
that  there  is  an  account  with  the  Phillipsburg  school,  now  closed,  still  un- 
settled. The  amount  claimed  is  $1,321  51.  The  reason  the  claim  has 
not  been  paid  is  because  the  Department  considered  it  much  in  excess  of 
the  amount  due. 


CLOSING  THE  SCHOOLS  IN  1879. 

Unless  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  now  in  force  be  previously  repealed, 
the  orphan  schools  will  close  finally  on  the  fiivst  day  of  June,  1819,  and  the 
children  then  in  them  must  lie  provided  for  in  some  other  way.  Tlie  number 
of  children  thus  disbanded  will  not  fall  sliort  of  two  thousand.  Tlieir  ages 
will  be  from  four  to  sixteen.  Probably  one  half  of  the  whole  will  be  over 
twelve.  Many  of  them  have  homes  of  some  kind  to  which  they  can  go, 
luit  there  is  a considerable  number  that  have  neither  homes  to  which  they 
can  go  nor  friends  to  care  for  them.  If  the  act  closing  the  schools  in  1819 
lie  repealed,  and  the  iiresent  system  lie  allowed  to  run  on  witliont  regard 
to  limitation  as  to  time,  the  prospect  is  that  there  will  be  children  of  sick 
and  disabled  soldiers  to  care  for  in  ten  or  even  in  twenty  years  from  the 
present  time.  The  question  is  not  without  serious  difficulties  from  any 
point  of  view.  Three  courses  are  open  to  the  Legislature,  as  follow: 

1.  Repeal  the  act  closing  the  schools  in  1819,  and  allow  the  present  system 
to  run  on  to  its  natural  end.  The  number  of  children  in  the  schools  will,  of 
course,  graduallj"  diminish.  The  rate  of  decrease  will  probably  be  about 
two  hundred  yearly,  and  the  going  out  of  two  hundred  children  lessens 
the  expense  of  the  system  about  $30,000. 

2.  Allow  the  act  to  stand.  This  will  close  the  schools,  and  force  the 
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children  out  upon  the  -world.  For  many  tlieir  case  would  tlieu  he  a very 
sad  one. 

3.  Modify  the  repealing  act  so  as  to  discharge  all  children  over  a certain 
age,  or  for  whom  suitable  homes  can  be  procured,  and  then  provide  for  the 
rest  either  in  a reduced  number  of  schools  or  in  the  [)crmanent  homes  for 
friendless  children  which  exist  in  various  parts  of  the  State. 

Tlie  question  involved  in  the  closing  of  the  schools  is  one  whollj-  in  the 
hands  of  the  Legislature.  It  should,  however,  be  settled  at  tlie  earliest 
possible  da}',  that  all  concerned  may  make  arrangements  accordingly. 

ORPHAN  GIRLS  AT  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

The  $1,000  set  apart  for  the  purpose  by  the  Legislature  is  used  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  a certain  number  of  orplian  girls,  who  give  promise  of  skill 
in  the  work  of  teaching.  They  are  carefullv  selected  by  the  faculties  of 
the  several  orphan  schools,  and  they  can  remain  at  a normal  school  only  a 
single  term,  unless,  in  the  opinion  of  its  }n’incii)al,  they  are  likely  to  im- 
prove their  advantages,  and  accomplish  the  object  for  Avhich  they  are  sent. 
Sixty-four  young  ladies  attended  the  normal  schools  on  this  foundation 
the  past  year,  several  of  whom  graduated  creditably.  Most  of  these  are 
now  teaching  in  our  common  schools,  and  as  many  otliers  have  taken  their 
places.  Full  details  on  this  subject  can  be  seen  in  “The  Account  ivith  the 
State  Normal  Schools,”  a table  found  elsewhere  in  this  report. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

The  annual  examinations  and  inspections  were  held  at  all  the  schools  in 
the  months  of  June  and  July.  They  were  attended  by  the  Superintendent 
and  the  inspectors,  assisted  by  the  officers  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction,  and  in  many  instances  by  local  school  officers  and  citizens. 
As  a whole,  the  examinations  were  fully  up  to  the  average  of  other  years. 
The  buildings  and  furniture  were  generally  found  to  be  in  good  condition. 

REPORTS. 

Full  details  in  regard  to  the  working  of  the  sj'stem  and  the  condition 
of  the  schools  will  be  found  in  the  interesting  reports  of  the  inspectors, 
Colonel  Cornforth  and  Mrs.  Hutter,  and  in  those  of  the  principals  of  the 
several  schools. 

CUTS  OF  ORPHAN  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

There  will  be  found,  in  connection  with  the  reports  of  the  several  schools, 
cuts  of  a number  of  orphan  school  buildings.  They  have  been  taken  from 
Paul’s  History,  with  the  consent  of  the  author. 

TABULAR  STATEMENTS. 

The  tabular  statements  hereunto  appended  contain,  in  statistical  form,  a 
full  account  of  the  system  for  the  past  year. 
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TABULAE,  STATEMENTS. 

The  following  are  the  usual  tabular  statements,  giving  the  statistics  of 
the  system  and  showing  its  working  during  the  past  year : 


COMPREHENSIVE  SUMMARY. 

Number  of  institutions  in  which  there  are  soldiers’  orphans,  25 

Reduction  in  the  number  since  18tl, 19 

Number  of  orphans  in  schools  and  homes.  May  31,  ISll,  2,619 

Number  admitted  on  order  from  May  31,  1816,  to  Septem- 
ber 1,  181 1, 138 

Number  of  discharges  from  May  31,  1816,  to  September  1, 

1811, 999 

Number  of  orphans  in  charge  of  the  State,  Sept.  1,  1811,  2,461 

Number  of  orders  of  admission  issued  since  system  went 

into  oi^eration, 9,569 

Number  of  orphans  admitted  since  system  went  into  opera- 
tion,   9,304 

Number  of  applications  on  file  September  1, 1811,  . ...  119 

Probable  number  of  orphans  that  will  be  cared  for  under  the 

system  to  June  1,  1819, 10,500 

Cost  of  s^'stem  for  the  past  jmar, $380,656  10 

Whole  cost  of  the  system  since  going  into  operation,  as 

shown  by  the  several  annual  reports  to  May  31,  1811,  5,221,413  01 

Appropriations  made  but  unexpended, 360,000  00 

Probable  amount  of  future  appropriations  that  will  be 

needed  if  schools  close  June  1,1819, 350,000  00 


GENERAL  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

This  statement  shows  the  exact  financial  condition  of  the  De])artment  at 
tlie  end  of  the  school  year. 

The  moneys  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Department  for  the  year  ending 
May  31,  1811,  were  as  follows: 

State  api)ropriation, $380,000  00 

Unexpended  balance  for  1816, 68,595  36 

$448,595  36 

Expended  for  education,  maintenance,  and 

clothing, $364,119  94 

For  soldiers’  orphans  at  normal  schools,  . . 6,145  61 

For  out-door  relief  and  by  special  act  for  Mrs. 

Mary  A.  Ketler, 1,445  34 

Expenses  of  department, 8,945  81 

380,656  10 
$61,938  66 


Balance  in  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  Department,  . 
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As  a matter  of  interest,  I append  to  the  foregoing  statement  a list  of 
the  appropriations  made  b}''  the  State  and  the  public  donations  received 
for  the  support  of  our  orphan  school  system  since  its  first  establishment, 
and  also  one  showing  the  expenditures  of  the  system  as  exhibited  in  the 
several  annual  reports. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


When  made. 

Character. 

Amount. 

March  23, 1865 

Regular, 

875,000  00 

April  11,1866 

Regular, 

300,000  00 

April  11,1867 

Regular, 

350,000  00 

Feb.  25,  1868 

Deficit, 

31,069  77 

Feb.  25, 1868 

Deficit, 

141, .561  69 

April  11,1868 

Regular, 

400,000  00 

March  13, 1869 

Deficit, 

.50,000  00 

April  14,  1869 

Damages,  Orangeville, 

5,000  00 

April  16,  1869 

Regula]-, 

4.50,000  00 

March  31, 1870 

Deficit, 

44,968  88 

March  31, 1870 

Deficit, 

44,700  00 

April  6, 1870 

Regular, 

520,000  00 

Mav  27,  1871 

Damages,  Orangeville, 

5,000  00 

Mav  27, 1871 

Damages,  Jackson  vfille, 

5,000  00 

May  27, 1871 

Regular, 

520,000  00 

April  3, 1872 

Regular, 

480,000  00 

April  9,  1873 

Regular, 

460,000  00 

May  14, 1874 

Regular, 

440,000  00 

April  12, 1875 

Regular, 

400,000  00 

Mav  13, 1876 

Regular, 

380,000  00 

April  18,1877 

Regular, 

360,000  00 

Amount  of  appropriations  bv  the  State, 

85,462,298  34 

DONATIONS. 


When  made. 

By  whom. 

Amount. 

May  6,  1864 

Pennsjdvania  Railroad  Comijanv, 

850,000  00 

June  5,  1865 

Loval  Association  of  Penn  A,  Wasliington,  D.  C.,  . . 

85  06 

June  5,  1865 

A Philadelphia  teacher, 

3 00 

Amount  of  donations, 

50,088  06 

Total  amount, 

85,512,386  40 

If  to  this  grand  sum  be  added  the  amounts  donated  by  individuals 
directly  to  the  schools  and  homes  for  the  use  of  the  orphans,  it  would  swell 
the  amount  many  thousands  of  dollars. 
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ANNTJAIi  EXPENDITURES. 

The  amounts  expended  in  support  of  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools  as 
shown  by  the  several  reports  have  been  as  follows : 

From  commencement  to  November  30  1865, $103,811  66 

From  December  1,  1865,  to  November  30,  1866, 321,210  42 

From  December  1,  1866,  to  November  30,  1861, 435,080  44 

From  December  1,  1861,  to  May  31,  1868, 236,910  26 

From  .Tune  1,  1868,  to  May  31,  1869, 500,911  62 

From  .June  1,  1869,  to  May  31,  1810, 514,126  42 

From  .June  1,  1810,  to  May  31,  1811, 509,031  66 

From  June  1,  1811,  to  May  31,  1812,  415,245  41 

From  .June  1,  1812,  to  May  31,  1813, 461 ,132  84 

From  June  1,  1813,  to  May  31,  1814, 450,819  49 

From  .June  1,  1814,  to  May  31,  1815, 423,693  16 

From  .June  1,  1815,  to  Maj'  31,  1816, 402,530  21 

From  June  1,  1816,  to  May  31,  1811, 380,656  10 


$5,221,413  01 


The  appropriations  made  by  the  Legislature  for  the  six  years  the  Or- 
phan Schools  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  present  administration  amount 
to  $2,680,000  00,  and  the  expenditures  to  $2,600,138  53,  leaving  a Jjalance 
unexpended  of  $19,861  41. 


Ex.  Poc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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CLOTHING  ACCOUNT. 

The  children  are  all  clothed  at  the  schools  ; but  the  Superintendent  is 
required  to  prescribe  the  kind  of  clothing  furnished  them,  and  to  see  that 
they  receive  the  full  amount  the  law  contemplates.  The  following  is  the 
account  for  the  year.  In  the  aggregate  it  will  be  seen  that  the  schools 
expended  more  money  for  clothing  than  the  amount  received  for  that  pur- 
pose from  the  State.  The  expenditures  are  all  proven  by  proper  vouchers 
placed  on  file  in  the  Department : 


School. 

Amount 

allowed. 

Amount 

expended. 

1.  Andersonburg, 

$2,150  .54 

$2,157  63 

2.  Bridgewater, 

1,766  88 

1,744  06 

.3.  Chester  Springs, 

3,997  67 

3,997  65 

i.  Dayton 

4,668  51 

4,668  51 

5.  Harford, 

4,487  32 

4,487  45 

fi.  Lincoln,  Institution, 

2,095  46 

3,951  32 

7.  Mansfield, 

4,777  96 

4,780  73 

8.  McAlisterville, 

3,974  91 

3,975  02 

9.  Mercer, 

7,814  17 

8,. 520  80 

10.  Mount  .Jov, 

5,369  18 

5,379  81 

11.  Phillipsburg. 

12.  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute, 

6,898  39 

13,142  32 

13.  Uniontown, 

4,081  65 

4,081  75 
5,050  22 

11.  MdiiteHall, 

5,034  80 

$57,117  44 

$65,937  27 

EXPENSES  OF  DEPARTMENT. 

By  amount  appropriated  for  incidental  expenses, $2,150  00 

By  amount  appropriated  for  inspectors  and  clerks, 6,400  00 


9,150  00 

To  amount  paid  as  salaries  to  inspectors  and  clerks,  $6,400  00 


To  amount  paid  for  postage,  telegrams,  and  express- 

age,  102  69 

To  amount  paid  for  printing,  100  00 

To  amount  paid  for  transfering  pupils, 21  11 

To  amount  paid  for  funeral  expenses, 300  00 

To  amount  paid  for  traveling  expenses, 1 , 300  00 

To  amount  paid  for  furniture  and  miscellaneous  ex- 
penses,   115  41 

8,945  81 


Balance  unexpended. 


Ex.  Doc.] 
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OUT-DOOR  RELIEF. 

The  law  of  186“  requires  the  Superintendent,  in  certain  cases,  to  oraiit 
out-door  relief,  not  exceeding  thirty'  dollars  to  eacli  child,  to  destitute  sol- 
diers’ orphans.  The  following  is  a statement  of  what  has  been  done  under 
this  provision  of  law  during  the  past  year: 


6 

Name  of  Child. 

Name  of  Trustee. 

Post  Oliice  Address  of 
Trustee. 

Amount. 

1 

Barker,  Charles  S., 

Hon.  0.  Logan,  .... 

Albion,  Pa., 

44 

81(5  92 

Barker,  Clara  M.,  . . 
Joslin,  Ellsworth  E., . 

“ .... 

30  00 

“ .... 



30  00 

Cxodfrey,  Carrie  J.,  . 

a 

44 

30  00 

Hillver,  Melissa  A.,  . 

“ 

30  00 

2 

Menser,  Isaac  E., . . . 

Samuel  tV.  Drips,  . . 

Armagh,  Pa., 

30  00 

Menser,  Daniel  L., 

“ 

23  14 

Hvsong,  Amos  E.,  . . 

28  14 

Wolf,  Margery, .... 

“ .... 

27  32 

3 

Ware,  Harrv  E.,  . . . 

Calvin  1).  Moser,  . . . 

Reading,  Pa., 

4 4 

30  00 

Ware,  James  F.,  . . . 

H 

30  00 

tVare,  Marv  E.,  . . . 

it 

3t)  t)0 

4 

Sears,  Stephen, .... 

George  T.  Work,  . . . 

Buffalo,  Pa., 

30  00 

Sears,  Sarah  J., . . . . 

i4 

30  00 

5 

Reem,  M.  E., 

Thompson  McCrea,  . . 

Brush  Valley,  Pa.,  . . 

23  22 

Reem,  John  E.,  . . . 
Kelly,  Augusta  L., . . 

4 4 

30  00 

0 

tv.  C.  RoVjinson,  . . . 

Saltsburg,  Pa.,  .... 

44 

3(t  00 

Kelly,  Newton  C.,  . . 

30  00 

7 

West,  Eliza  K., . . . . 

Ij.  W.  Morgan,  .... 

California,  Pa.,  .... 

29  ()() 

8 

Ford,  Annie  L.,  . , . 

W.  M.  Cooper,  .... 
John  B.  Sensenig,  . . 

Christiana,  Pa.,  .... 
Marticville,  Pa.,  . . . 

15  00 

Ford,  Annie  L.,  . . . 

15  00 

9 

Diblde,  Norton  E., 

Bradley  W.  Itmd,  . . 

Conneutyille,  Pa.,  . . 

30  0(.) 

10 

Rod  key,  Elmer  A., . . 

William  F.  Ijydiek, . . 

Nolo,  Pa., 

30  00 

11 

Shroy,  Emma,  , . . 

Henry  Shroy, 

Midilletown,  Pa.,  . . . 

24  94 

12 

Mickerell,  S.  W.,.  . . 

JosiahFee, 

Brush  Valley,  Pa.,  . . 

30  00 

13 

Garris,  Francis  S.,  . . 

Thomas  Hart, 

Clarksburg,  Pa.,  . . 

30  00 

14 

Taylor,  John  H., . . . 

Mrs.  Ann  E.  Taylor,  . 

Ricliardsyille,  Va.,  . . 

30  00 

15 

Gallagher,  Emma,  . . 

T.  W.  Baker, 

124  N.  7th  St.,  Phila.,  . 

30  00 

1(3 

Hamilton,  Clara, . . . 

J.  C.  Rugh, 

Penn  Run,  Pa.,  .... 

30  00 

17 

Blair,  James  B.,  . . . 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  . . 

(514  Race  st.,  Phila.,  . . 

30  00 

18 

Bricker,  tVilliam  H., 

Henry  A.  Kneplev, . . 

(509  N.  37th  St.,  Phila., 

30  00 

19 

McCroy,  Isabella  I.,  . 

.John  M.  tlack,  .... 

Brush  Valley.  Pa.,  . . 

30  (.10 

20 

Markley,  George  A.,  . 

A.  R.  Barlow, 

Port  Matilda,  Pa.,  . . . 

30  00 

21 

McGarr,  Clara  B.,  . . 

W.  Be  Witt, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  . . . 

30  00 

22 

Cannon,  Francis  L.,  . 
Gardner,  Henry, . . . 

H.  J.  Olmsted,  .... 

Coudersport,  I’a., . . . 

30  00 

23 

ISIiss  Caroline  Gardner, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  . . . 

17  50 

24 

Patton,  Edith  E.  J.,  . 

B.  Shoemaker,  M.  1)., 

Brownsville,  Pa.,  . . . 

30  00 

25 

Falcomer,  Norman  E., 

F.  M.  Kinter, 

Black  Ijick,  Pa.,  . . . 

3(1  00 

2(5 

Bonds,  Bela  J., .... 

B.  S.  Robinson,  . , . 

Saltsburg,  Pa.,  .... 

30  00 

27 

Carter,  H.  R.,  . . . . 

Mrs.  Mary  R.  Welsh, . 

1122  Si)ruce,st.,  Phila., 

30  00 

28 

Hunter,  .lames  V.  B., 

H.  Magili, 

A])ollo,  Pa., 

30  00 

29 

! Shirk,  Elizabeth, . . . 

Samuel  Adams, .... 

Williamsport,  Pa.,  . . 

30  00 

30 

Penwell,  G.  McC.,  . . 

George  tValters,  . . 
Mrs.  R.  11.  Stubbs,  . . 

Shippensburg,  Pa.,  . 

30  tlO 

31 

Humphreys,  E.  H., . . 

Wakefield.  Pa 

30  00 

32 

McNeill,  Anna  C.,  . . 

C.  M.  Hunt, 

North-Ea,st,  Pa.,  . . . 

30  00 

33 

Kelly,  Joseph  M.,  . . 

David  "White, 

Ijatrobe,  Pa., 

14  50 

34 

Billig,  Clara  C.,  . . 

Ij.  a.  Schollenberger, 

Reading,  Pa., 

15  00 

35 

Benson,  E.  A., .... 
Shepley,  S.  J.,  . . . . 

J.  B.  Warfel, 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  .... 

15  00 

36 

Shijipensburg,  Pa.,  . . 

15  00 

Total,  .... 

Special  act  for  Mrs.  Marv  A.  Ketler,  . , 

115  00 

81,445  34 

ACCOUNT  WITH  THE  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 
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ACCOUNT  WITH  THE  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOIuS— Continued. 


Ex.  Doc  ] Superintendent  op  Soldiers’ Orphans. 
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PAYMENTS  TO  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 


No. 

Name  of 
School. 

Date  of  pay- 
ment on  ac- 
count. 

Amount 

paid. 

Date  of  pay- 
ment in  full. 

Amount 

paid. 

Total. 

1 

Bloomsbnrg,  . 

Aug.  28,  1876 

525  50 

Dec.  22,  1876 

593 

75 

5119  25 

Bloomsburg,  . 

.Ian.  2,  1877 

IS  00 

March  23.  1877 

18 

00 

36  00 

Bloonisburg,  . 

April  25,  1877 

39  00 

Mav  31,  1877 

39 

00 

78  00 

2 

Bridgewater,  . 

Sept.  1,  1876 

168  00 

!May  IS,  1877 

168 

00 

336  00 

H 

Edinboro’,  . 

.tug.  15,  1876 

200  00 

Nov.  17,  1876 

193 

40 

393  40 

Edinboro',  . . 

March  9,  1877 

315 

00 

315  00 

Edinboro’,  . . 

March  27,  1877 

100  00 

March  29,  1877 

102 

28 

202  28 

4 

Indiana,  . . . 

Sept.  11,  1876 

670  00 

Feb.  22,  1877 

590 

00 

1,260  00 

Indiana,  . . . 

March  26,  1877 

297  00 

Mav  19,  1877 

297 

00 

594  00 

0 

Kntztown,  . . 

Dec.  15,  1876 

24 

00 

24  00 

(> 

ISIansIield,  . . 

.Vug.  30,  1876 

63  00 

Dec.  1,  1876 

78 

00 

141  00 

Man.sfleld,  . . 

March  22,  1877 

84 

00 

84  00 

Mansfield,  , . 

March  27,  1877 

42  00 

May  17,  1877 

42 

00 

84  00 

7 

Millersville,  . 

Marcli  8,  1877 

504 

00 

504  00 

MillerSTille,  . 

Mav  17,  1877 

120  00 

iSIay  31,  1877 

120 

00 

240  00 

s 

Sagamore,  . . 

Sept.  18,  1876 

165  00 

Feb.  26,  1877 

165 

00 

330  00 

Sagamore,  . . 

March  26,  1877 

60  00 

May  25,  1877 

66 

00 

126  00 

!l 

Slhppensburg, 

Sept.  4,  1876 

168  00 

Dec.  22,  1876 

168 

00 

336  00 

Shippensburg, 

Jan.  2,  1877 

126  00 

March  23,  1877 

114 

00 

240  00 

Shippensburg, 

April  16,  1877 

105  00 

May  17,  1877 

105 

00 

210  00 

U) 

Westchester,  . 

Aug.  28,  1877 

84  00 

March  16,  1877 

84 

00 

168  00 

tv est  Chester,  . 

March  26,  1877 

42  00 

May  17,  1877 

21 

00 

63  00 

52,516  50 

53,367 

43 

55,883  93 

E.xcess  of  last  year’s  appropriation  paid. 

261  68 

Total  amount  expended. 

56,145  61 

ESTIMATES  FOE  THE  YEAR  1878. 

I’he  appropriations  which  it  is  estimated  will  be  necessary  for  the  year 
ending  May  31,  1878,  are  as  follow  : 


For  general  expenses, $350,000  00 

For  expenses  of  Department, 10,000  00 


GENERAL  STATEMENTS. 

statement  1. — Statistics  of  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes. 

SCHOOLS. 


Kx.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Statement  III. 

SHOWING  THE  WHOLE  NUMBER  OE  ORDERS  ISSUED  FOR  THE  ADMISSION 
OF  CHILDREN  FROM  EACH  COUNTY. 

The  whole  number  of  accepted  applications  received  to  May  31,  1811, 
was  9,681.  Of  these  119  remain  on  file,  as  shown  by  the  last  table,  and 
the  remaining  9,568  have  been  issued  as  follows : 

Adams,  44;  Allegheny,  392;  Armstrong,  211;  Beaver,  120;  Bedford, 
138;  Berks,  120;  Blair,  264;  Bradford,  248;  Bucks,  66;  Butler,  114;  Cam- 
bria, 121;  Cameron,  5 ; Carbon,  39;  Centre,  235;  Chester,  168;  Clarion, 
221  ; Clearfield,  19;  Clinton,  43;  Columbia,  104;  Crawford,  181;  Cumber- 
land, 132;  Dauphin,  212 ; Delaware,  51;  Elk,  10;  Erie,  91 ; Fayette,  191; 
Forest,  10;  Franklin,  86;  Fulton,  22;  Greene,  16;  Huntingdon,  185;  In- 
diana, 231;  Jefferson,  119;  Juniata,  81;  Lancaster,  314;  Lawrence,  135 ; 
Lebanon,  62;  Lehigh,  131;  Luzerne,  235;  Lycoming,  113;  Mercer,  219; 
McKean,  31 ; Mifllin,  119;  Monroe,  61;  Montgomery,  80;  Montour,  90; 
Northampton,  69;  Northumberland,  106;  Deny,  230;  Philadelphia,  1 ,331 ; 
Pike,  13;  Potter,  16;  Schuylkill,  153;  Snyder,  46;  Somerset,  42;  Sullivan, 
21;  Susquehanna,  148;  Tioga,  291;  Dnion,  62;  Venango,  128;  Warren, 
54;  Washington,  115;  Wayne,  69;  Westmoreland,  124;  Wyoming,  18; 
York,  136. 


Statement  IV. 

SHOWING  THE  DENOMINATIONAL  PARENTAGE  OF  CHILDREN. 

Of  2,619  children  actually  in  school  May  31,  1811,  the  fathers  of  2,222 
are  reported  as  membei's  of  some  church,  leaving  391  unconnected  with 
church,  or  not  reported.  Of  2,222  thus  reported,  there  were  of  Methodist 
parentage,  891  ; Lutheran,  316;  Presbyterian,  295;  United  Presbyterian, 
19;  Baptist  145;  Episcopal,  106;  Catholic,  63;  German  Reformed,  116 ; 
Disciple  23;  Church  of  God,  18;  United  Brethren,  56;  Tunkers,  1 ; Con- 
gregationalists.  2 ; Albrights,  3 ; Evangelical,  26 ; Protestants,  (probably 
not  intended  to  represent  any  particular  denomination,)  121  ; Universalists, 
5 ; Friends,  5 ; Puritan,  3 ; Unitarian,  2. 


Ex.  Doc.]  Stperixtexdent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans.  21 

STATEMENTS  CONCERNING  THE  SYSTEM  LAST  YEAR. 

Statement  V. 


SHOWING  APPLICATIONS  BY  COUNTIES. 


Names  of  Counties. 

r>- 

X 

c 

S P 

Issued  during  year- 

O 

— 

C X 

z ^ 

r ^ 

1.  Adams, 

3 

3 

2.  Alleghenv, 

3 

1.5 

16 

2 

3.  Armstrong, 

11 

11 

t.  Beaver, 

5.  Bedford, 

8 

8 

5 

5 

6.  Berks, 

3 

1 

4 

7.  Blair, 

1 

9 

8 

2 

8.  Bradford, 

1 

68 

48 

21 

9.  Bucks, 

1 

1 

10.  Butler, 

11.  Cambria. 

12.  Cameron. 

4 

3 

1 

13.  Carbon, 

o 

2 

14.  Centre, 

5 

5 

15.  Chester, 

1 

1 

16.  Clarion, 

10 

8 

2 

17.  Clearfield, 

18.  Clinton. 

6 

4 

•> 

19.  Columbia, 

3 

3 

20.  Crawford, 

o 

8 

9 

1 

21.  Cmnberland, 

r> 

6 

22.  Dauphin, 

1 

18 

17 

2 

23.  Delaware, 

2 

o 

24.  Elk, 

1 

1 

25.  Erie, 

7 

7 

26.  Fayette, 

27.  Forest. 

6 

6 

28.  Franklin, 

29.  Fulton. 

30.  Greene. 

7 

7 

31.  Huntingdon, 

4 

3 

1 

32.  Indiana, 

24 

23 

1 

33.  Jefferson, 

10 

9 

1 

34.  Juniata, 

o 

4 

5 

1 

35.  Lancaster, 

10 

8 

2 

36.  Lawrence, 

1 

15 

14 

2 

37.  Lebanon, 

5 

5 

38.  Lehigh 

4 

4 

39.  Luzerne, 

25 

20 

5 

40.  Lvcoming, 

4 

3 

1 

41.  Mercer, 

3 

15 

16 

2 

42.  McKean, 

2 

2 

43.  Mifflin, 

13 

li) 

3 

44.  Monroe, 

1 

1 

45.  Montgomery, 

2 

6 

7 

1 

46.  Montour, 

8 

7 

1 

47.  Northampton, 

6 

6 

48.  Northumberland, 

2 

2 

49.  Perry, 

1 

14 

15 

.50.  Philadelphia, 

35 

96 

108 

23 

51.  Pike, 

.52.  Potter ... 

6 

6 

o 

2 

53.  Schuylkill, 

10 

6 

4 
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Statement  V — Continued. 


Names  of  Counties. 

On  file  June  1, 1876. 

1 Received  during 
year. 

1 Issued  during  year. 

1 

1 Remaining  on  file 

June  1,  1877. 

54. 

Snyder, 

1 

1 

.55. 

Somerset, 

9 

7 

2 

56. 

Sullivan. 

57. 

Susquehanna, 

1 

10 

9 

2 

58. 

Tioga, 

1 

79 

55 

25 

59. 

Union. 

60. 

Venango, 

2 

2 

61- 

Warren, 

4 

1 

3 

62. 

Washington, 

13 

9 

4 

63. 

Wavne, 

8 

8 

64. 

Westmoreland. 

65. 

Wyoming, 

4 

3 

1 

66. 

York, 

5 

5 

Total, 

58 

627 

566 

119 

Statement  VI. 

SHOWING  DISCHARGES  AND  DEATHS. 


SCHOOLS. 


Schools. 

i Number  discharged 
on  age  for  year  end- 
j ing  May  3*1,  1877. 

Number  discharged 
on  order  for  year 
ending  May  31,1877. 

N umber  of  deaths  for 
year  ending  May 
31,  1877. 

1.  Andersonburg, 

18 

2 

2.  Bridgewater, 

13 

6 

2 

3.  Chester  Springs, 

31 

16 

2 

4.  Dayton, 

60 

7 

1 

5.  Harford, 

46 

3 

6.  Industrial  School, 

2 

7.  Lincoln  Institution, 

17 

3 

1 

8.  Mansfield, 

47 

11 

1 

9.  McAlisterville, 

32 

12 

10.  Mercer 

69 

5 

5 

11.  Mount  .Toy, 

53 

24 

- 2 

12.  Philipsburg 

15 

17 

13.  Soldiers’  Orph.  Inst,  in  connection  with  Northern  Home, 

49 

10 

4 

14.  Uniontown, 

44 

16 

2 

15.  White  Hall, 

33 

10 

2 

16.  Partial  relief,  and  other  cases, 

91 

6 

620 

148 

22 

Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Statement  VI — Continued. 

HOMES. 


Homes. 


1.  Catholic  Home,  Philadelphia, 

2.  Children’s  Home,  York. 

3.  Church  Home,  Philadelphia, 

4.  Home  for  Friendless,  Lancaster, 

5.  Loysville  Orphan  Home, 

6.  Zeiienoide  Farm  School. 

7.  Orphans’  Home,  Germantown, 

8.  Orphans’  Home,  Rochester. 

9.  Orphans’  Home,  Wormelsdorf, 

10.  St.  John’s  Orphan  As5'lum, 

11.  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home, 

12.  St.  Vincent’s  Asylum,  . 

13.  St.  Vincent’s  College. 

14.  Trainmg  School  for  Feeble  Minded  Children, 


Total  homes. 
Total  schools. 
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2 

1 

19 

2 

1 

.5 

6 

1 

2 

1 

2 

37 

620 

6 

148 

22 

657 

154 
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Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Homes. 

1.  Children’s  Home,  Lancaster 

2.  Children’s  Home,  York, 

3.  Church  Home,  Pliiladelphia, 

4.  Educational  Home,  riiiladelphia,  . . 

5.  Loysville  Home,  Perry  county,  . . . 

6.  Orphan  Farm  School,  Butler  county. 

7.  Orphan  Home,  Germantown, 

8.  Orphan  Home,  Rocliester,  

9.  Orphan  Home,  'Womelsdorf, 

10.  St.  Paul’s  Home,  Butler  county,  . . . 

11.  St.  Vincent’s  College,  . : 

Totals, 
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In  connection  with  the  table  given  above,  it  mav  lie  well  to  present  the 
course  of  study  as  now  prescribed  for  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools.  Tlie 
extent  to  which  the  several  branches  are  to  be  taught  in  the  different  grades 
is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  teachers.  Advancement  will  be  measured 
more  by  thoroughnetis  than  bv  amount. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

First  Grade. — Spelling,  reading,  writing,  and  drawing  on  slates,  oral 
exercises  in  numbers,  oliject  lessons. 

Second  Grade. — Spelling,  reading,  writing,  and  drawing  on  slates,  men- 
tal arithmetic,  four  fundamental  rules  of  Avritten  arithmetic,  object  lessons. 

Third.  Grade. — Spelling,  reading,  writing,  draAving,  mental  and  Avritten 
arithmetic,  geography’-,  and  object  lessons. 

Fourth  Grade. — Same  as  for  third  grade. 

Fifth  Grade. — Same  as  for  fourth  grade,  Avith  the  addition  of  grammar. 

Sixth  Grade. — Same  as  for  fifth  grade,  Avith  the  aildition  of  history  of 
United  States. 

Seventh  Grade. — Spelling,  reading,  liook-keeping,  elementary  algebra, 
geography,  grammar,  history  of  United  States,  physiology. 

Eighth  Grade. — Reading,  algebra  or  geometry,  grammar.  Constitution 
of  United  States,  natural  philosophj^  of  the  elements  of  the  natural  sciences 
generally. 

Vocal  music,  declamation,  composition,  and  instruction  in  morals  and 
manners  are  continued  throughout  the  Avhole  course. 

The  studies  of  the  course  are  frequently  reA'iewed  as  the  pupils  proceed. 
Bible  classes  and  Sunday  schools  have  been  organized  in  all  the  schools, 
but  sectarian  instruction  is  carefully  avoided,  except  where  the  children 
are  all  of  one  denomination. 

In  the  form  of  object  lessons,  a large  amount  of  general  information  is 
imparted  and  valualile  instruction  given  in  the  elements  of  the  ditferent 
sciences  that  can  be  illustrated  with  objects. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 
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REPORTS  OF  THE  INSPECTORS. 


REPOBT  OF  BEV.  C.  COBNFOBTH. 

J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM,  LL.  D., 

Buperhitendent  of  Soldiers'  Orphans'  Schools  : 

Sir: — My  animal  report  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphans’  Schools  is  herewith 
submitted. 

1.  Health. — The  Health  of  the  children  has  been  good.  TJniontown  is 
the  only  school  where  any  unusual  sickness  prevailed.  At  this  school, 
soon  after  the  children  returned  from  vacation,  diphtheria  appeared  and 
spread  till  about  one  hundred  were  more  or  less  affected  by  it.  It  proved 
fatal  in  two  cases  only. 

2.  Clothing — The  every  day  clothing  of  the  children,  especially  that  of 
the  boys,  is  often  in  the  latter  part  of  spring  and  during  the  early  fall 
months  considerably  worn  and  patched  ; but  all  have  better  suits  in  re- 
serve. The  issue  of  clothing  is  so  timed,  that  all  are  comfortably  clad 
during  the  severe  winter  weather.  In  every  school  more  is  expended  in 
making  the  gfrls’  best  suits  than  is  allowed  for  that  purpose. 

3.  Food. — This  has  been  about  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  Bverj- 
child  has  been  allowed  as  much  wholesome  food  as  it  desired ; though  the 
variet}^  has  not  been  so  great  as  is  found  on  the  tables  of  some  private 
families. 

4.  Table  Cloths  and  Butter  Knives. — The  former  have  not  always 
been  found  clean,  and  the  latter  sometimes  have  been  wanting.  Nothing 
can  be  more  revolting  than  a filthy  cloth  spread  upon  a table,  or  the  prac- 
tice of  dispensing  with  butter  knives.  It  is  hoped  that  it  may  not  again 
be  necessary  to  refer  publicly  to  these  defects,  so  often  complained  of  in 
private. 

5.  Work The  chief  object  aimed  at,  is  to  inculcate  habits  of  industry. 

But  little  is  or  can  be  done,  under  existing  regulations,  towards  teaching 
trades.  The  two  hours,  however,  devoted  daily  to  work  are  profitably 
spent.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  most  of  the  girls  are  capable  of  doing  all 
kinds  of  work  done  at  the  school-home,  in  a neat  and  creditable  manner. 
The  boys  do  farm  and  garden  work,  and  generally  take  the  entire  care  of 
their  own  rooms,  (under  proper  supervision,)  make  their  own  beds,  and  do 
chores.  At  Dayton,  Mercer,  and  IJniontown  a shoe-shop  has  been  in  operation, 
in  which,  at  each  of  these  schools,  about  a dozen  boys  have  been  employed. 
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The  age  at  which  they  leave  school  and  the  expense  of  providing  facilities 
and  instructors  in  sufficient  nnniber  and  variety,  render  it  impracticable  to 
teach  trades  to  anj'  great  extent,  under  the  present  organization  of  the 
Orphan  School  system. 

6.  Education. — Most  of  the  schools  have  made  creditable  progress. 
The  admission  of  the  children  of  disabled  soldiers,  brought  into  the  schools 
a large  number  of  quite  young  pupils  which  lowered  the  average  grade  of 
scholarship.  Great  care  should  now  be  taken  to  secure  the  best  possible 
talent  to  teach  the  primary  classes.  Tlie  topical  method  of  recitation, 
when  it  can  be  used,  has  been  recommended,  though  not  in  all  cases  adopted. 
Where  this  manner  of  reciting  has  been  employed  and  siqjplemented  bj’ judi- 
cious questions,  the  best  of  results  have  been  obtained.  Wlien  teachers  occiqjy 
most  of  the  time  allotted  to  recitations  in  talking  about  or  explaining  the  les- 
sons, but  poor  progress  has  been  made.  The  teachers’  volubility  is  taken  ad- 
vantage of:  lessons  are  never  learned,  but  merely  glanced  over.  “As  one  is  re- 
quired to  recite  a lesson  so  will  he  stud}'  it : and  as  he  studies  it,  so  will  it  profit 
him.”  The  fault  is  always  regarded  as  that  of  the  teacher  and  not  the 
pupils,  wdien  classes  under  his  tuition  do  not  recite  and  read  unstandingly 
and  in  a clear,  distinct  tone  of  voice.  Geographies  of  enormous  size  for 
text  books  are  used  in  too  man}'  sc'hools  and  the  children  are  required  to 
learn  a great  many  things  hardly  worth  knowing.  As  for  grammar,  the 
same  use,  or  abuse,  is  made  of  this  study  in  may  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphans’ 
Schools  as  in  other  institutions.  The  pupils  learn  a great  amount  of  stuff; 
they  analyze  and  parse,  with  no  practical  results.  To  be  able  to  use  the 
Einglish  language  correctly  is  an  invaluable  acquirement.  But  the  projier 
use  of  language  is  something  quite  distinct  from  the  scientific  study  of 
language.  Speaking  and  Avriting  good  English  is  an  art,  and  like  all  other 
arts,  can  be  acquired  only  by  practice.  Tf  our  schools  would  give  to  tliis 
practice  the  time  and  labor  noiv  bestoived  upon  the  study  of  grammar,  the 
results  would  be  much  more  practicable  than  at  present. 

From  recent  observations,  1 am,  if  possible,  more  eoni'inced  than  ever 
before,  that  no  institution  should  receii'e  the  support  of  the  State  ivhich 
does  not  afford  to  the  orphans  the  full  amount  of  educational  advantages 
contemplated  in  the  act  of  1867,  ivhich  provides  for  their  ^‘■education  and 
maintenance.” 

7.  Punishment. — Pupils  can  not  be  expelled  from  a Soldiers’  Orphans’ 
School,  no  matter  what  the  offense  may  be,  or  how  incorrigilfie  the  offender. 
As  things  are,  it  is  not  strange  that  cases  occasionally  occur  which  re- 
quire sei'erity.  Corporal  punishment  is  sometimes  inflicted  as  a last  resort. 
But  the  habitual  use  of  the  rod  or  strap  for  ei^ery  slight  offense  is  a brutal 
and  brutalizing  practice,  which,  ivhen  discoi'ered,  has  been  rebuked.  A 
home-like  feeling  pervades  most  of  the  schools. 

8.  Guards  Against  Abuses. — Mothers  and  friends  are  permitted,  and 
often  do,  A'isit  the  children  ivhile  at  school,  and  during  these  visits  they 
eat  and  mingle  freely  with  the  pupils,  thus  aflbrding  a favorable  oppor- 
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tuiiity,  either  by  observation,  or  from  the  children  themselves,  to  discover 
wrongs,  if  such  exist;  besides  this,  at  the  annual  vacation,  the  orphans 
visit  their  friends,  when  it  is  hardly  probable  that  they  would  conceal 
grievances,  if  such  they  have.  And  in  addition  to  this,  whenever  com- 
plaints reach  the  department,  from  any  source,  they  are  always  promptly 
and  carefully  investigated,  and  if  w^ell  founded,  the  cause  is  removed. 

9.  Self-Respect. — The  orphans  are  proud  of  the  fact  that  they  are 
members  of  a Soldiers’  Orphans’  School.  Those  who  have  graduated  at 
these  institutions  regard,  with  a justifiable  pride,  the  State  which  timely  be- 
friended and  aided  them.  If  those  who  attend  our  free  public  schools  and 
our  heavily  endowed  colleges  and  universities,  and  our  national  military 
and  naval  schools,  which  are  entirely  supported  by  the  general  govern- 
ment, retain  their  manliness  and  independence  of  character,  much  more 
may  the  children  of  our  slain  and  crippled  patriots  attend  the  schools 
which  a grateful  State  has  provided  for  them,  without  any  loss  of  self- 
respect. 

C.  CORNFORTH, 
Inspector  and  Examiner. 


REPORT  OF  Mrs.  E.  W.  HUTTER. 

To  Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  LL.  D., 

General  Superintendent  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Dear  Sir  : The  Soldiers’  Orphan  system  is  no  longer  an  experiment,  it 
is  a successful  reality.  It  has  become  a matter  for  history,  and  both  friends 
and  foes  are  now  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  wisdom  of  educating  these 
orphans  of  our  fallen  heroes.  The  money  appropriated  by  the  State  for 
the  maintenance  of  these  orphaned  children  has  proved  to  be  well  ex- 
pended ; in  truth,  the  funds,  given  for  the  education  of  these  children, 
is  the  best  investment  of  money  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  has  ever  made. 

I have  often  spoken  of  these  soldier’s  orphans  as  “ children,”  but  now  I 
can  speak  of  many  of  them  as  children  no  longer.^  but  as  true  men  and 
women — good  citizens  of  our  brave  old  Commonwealth  which  took  them 
by  the  hand  in  their  helplessness,  and  nurtured  and  trained  them  up  for 
usefulness. 

Many,  many  of  our  orphan  boys  are  now  doing  business  for  themselves, 
filling  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  some  of  them  on  a fair  road  to  afflu- 
ence. * 

Many  of  the  girls  ai’e  married,  and  have  homes  of  their  own,  where  the 
tidy  little  housekeeper  of  our  Soldiers’  Orphan  School  now  finds  an  ap- 
priate  sphere  for  her  skill,  for  all  the  girls  are  trained  in  cooking,  sewing, 
washing,  scrubbing,  mending,  and  the  other  “ mysterious  arts  ” of  good 
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house-wives.  I have  heard  j^oung  men  of  entei'i)i'ise  sa^^  “If  I wisli  a good 
wife,  I can  find  one  in  these  Orphan  Schools.”  Others  of  onr  girls  are 
teaching,  having  availed  themselves  of  the  wise  provision  made  to  allow 
worthy  and  bright  girls,  in  onr  Orphan  Schools,  one  year  at  one  of  tlie 
State  Normal  Schools. 

The  Principals  of  the  different  Normal  Schools,  who  have  had  tliese 
girls  under  their  care,  generally  bear  testimony  to  their  good  conduct  and 
studious  habits.  Nearly  all  the  soldiers’  orphans  who  have  been  admitted 
to  the  different  Normal  Schools  have  been  among  the  best  in  their  classes. 

I might  cite  a great  many  cases  to  illustrate  what  I have  been  sa^dng, 
but  I will  only  mention  the  fact  that  one  of  onr  Solders’  Orphan  boys, 
William  Kilpatrick,  has  gone  to  the  far  west,  has  taken  up  180  acres  of 
land,  has  settled,  is  making  money  rapidl}',  and  I predict  for  him,  that  one 
of  these  days  he  will  be  sent  to  Congress  to  help  make  the  laws  for  his 
country,  which  he  loves  so  well.  Could  our  law-makers  but  see  as  1 see  tlie 
fruits  of  the  system,  they  would  be  convinced  that  this  investment  of  money 
for  the  education  of  Soldiers’  Orphans  pays  ten  fold. 

Visitations. — A kind  Providence  has  again  enabled  me  during  the  past 
year,  to  visit  the  Schools  with  regularity.  These  visits  have  cost  me  many 
miles  of  travel.  When  it  is  called  to  mind  that  the  S(ddiers’  Orphan  Scliools 
are  located  on  both  sides  of  the  Allegheny  mountains,  and  some  of  them 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  miles  from  any  railway  station — and  tiiat  tliese 
Schools  can  only  be  reached  in  a private  conveyance,  over  rough  roads  lu 
all  sorts  of  weather — it  will  be  seen  that  the  office  of  Inspector  is  far  from 
being  a sinecure.  In  all  these  visitations  I am  delighted,  from  time  to 
time,  to  notice  a marked  improvement  in  the  children. 

Change  in  Principals. — The  School  at  Mt.  Joy  has  changed  its  Princi- 
pal— Mr.  Jesse  Kennedy  retiring  from  the  School,  and  Mr.  Ueorge  W. 
Wright,  of  Mercer,  taking  charge. 

Educational. — Give  a child  a good  plain  English  education  up  to  tlie 
age  of  sixteen.,  together  with  habits  of  indiistiy,  and  it  is  but  seldom,  even 
in  these  proverbially  “hard  times,”  that  there  will  not  be  an  o])ening  for 
him,  where  a good  trade  may  be  learned  by  which  in  after  years  he  or  slu* 
may  gain  an  honest  livlihood. 

To  my  mind  it  appears  to  be  one  of  the  encouraging  signs  of  the  times, 
that  men  of  wealth  and  position  are  now  putting  their  sons  to  trades.  I 
am  happy  to  report  that  one  young  man,  whom  I well  know,  wlio  has  in- 
herited $17.5,000,  I saw  this  summer,  with  sleeves  rolled  up,  hard  at  work 
learning  his  trade.  The  mechanics  and  farmers  are  the  lione  and  sinew  of 
our  country. 

In  all  our  Schools  the  educational  standard,  I am  glad  to  say,  is  rising. 
I was  pleased  with  what  I saw  and  heard  at  the.  annual  examinations. 

Suggestion. — It  would  be  well,  as  far  as  possible,  to  make  the  awarding 
of  the  State  Diplomas  to  the  worthy  sixteeners.,  a feature  of  examination 
day.  The  public  awarding  of  these  testimonials  from  the  State  to  her 
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wards  would  liave  a pleasant  effect  ui^on  the  audience  gathered  at  these  ex- 
aminations, and  the  day  would  be  happily  remembered  by  those  who  then 
left  the  School,  which  had  indeed  proved  to  them  a “ fostering  mother.” 

Your  wise  2)lan  in  arranging  that  every  child  must  go  to  school  nix  hourn^ 

I take  particular  pains  to  see  carried  out  by  the  principals,  and  when  I do 
lind  that  the  six  liours  of  school  are  interfered  with,  I insist  upon  it,  that 
the  law  be  religiously  carried  out,  and  that  no  child  is  deprived  of  the  full 
six  hours  of  schooling. 

The  Food. — The  food  is  of  good  quality,  well  cooked,  and  generally  well 
served.  Butter  knives  are  still  needed,  and  the  table  cloths  are  not 
changed  often  enough  in  some  schools.  A great  improvement  has  taken 
])lace  in  the  table  service  during  the  past  few  years,  and  the  good 

SANITARY  CONDITION 

Of  the  children  in  all  these  Schools  is  largelj^  owing  to  proper  food, 
proper  exercise,  and  regular  habits  of  industry. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  but  comparative!}^  few  have  been  on  the  sick  list, 
and  a very  small  proportion  of  deaths  are  recorded. 

Taking  them  as  whole,  there  is  not  a happier,  healthier  band  of  children 
anywhere  to  be  found,  than  those  in  the  Soldiers’  Orplian  Schools  of  Penn- 
sylvania. I really  feel  that  these  Orphans  appreciate  the  advantages 
afforded  to  them  by  the  State. 

Clothing. — Considering  the  very  small  amount,  $25,  appropriated  for 
eacli  child,  the  children  are  well  clad.  They  are  very  comfortahle.  The 
beds  and  bedding  are  also  in  very  good  condition  in  nearly  all  the  Schools. 
1 insist  upon  cleanliness — in  person,  in  clothing,  and  in  bedding  ; for  “ clean- 
liness is  next  to  godliness.” 

Corporal  Punishment. — I must  again  mention  this  subject,  for  it  is 
one  that  lies  near  my  heart.  I am  opposed  to  corporal  punishment,  ex- 
cept in  rare  instances.  Children  are  good  judges  of  character.  They  read 
a teacher  as  quickly  as  a teacher  can  study  their  dispositions. 

If  children  feel  that  the  Instructor  has  a true  desire  to  do  them  good, 
that  the  control  to  which  they  are  subjected  is  not  a matter  of  caprice,  but 
a means  of  true  education  and  discipline,  they  will  nearly  always  submit, 
without  any  severe  measures.  The  rule  of  love  is,  after  all,  the  most 
j)otent.  Well  says  Scott: 

“Tn  peace,  love  tunes  the  shepherd’s  reed ; 

In  war,  he  mounts  the  warrior’s  steed ; 

In  lialls  in  gay  attire  is  seen. 

In  liamlets  dances  on  the  green — 

Ijove  rules  the  court,  the  camp,  the  grove. 

For  love  is  Heaven,  and  Heaven  is  love.” 

Teachers. — In  this  connection  I am  glad  to  pay  a well-deserved  com- 
pliment to  the  Teachers  in  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools.  They  are  a 
noble  band,  working  in  season,  and  out  of  season,  giving  more  than  the 
stipulated  time  to  their  charge.  They  are  competent  and  conscientious. 
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Holidays  are  hailed  with  jo}'  by  the  weary  teacher  in  the  j)ublic  schools, 
they  find  these  days  a glad  respite  amid  their  toil. 

But  to  the  teacher  in  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  School,  comes  no  such 
breathing  space,  except  in  the  summer  vacation.  Holiday's  are  for  tliein 
the  very  hardest  of  the  year.  They  live  in  the  midst  of  their  charge,  and 
if  ever  the  technical  phrase,  in  the  school  law,  was  realized,  it  is  here. 
Surely  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  teacher  does  stand,  “in  loco  parentis^"  in  the 
place  of  a parent. 

The  Grand  Army. — I must  again  speak  of  this  nolile  organization,  who 
feel  so  deep  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  cliildren  of  their  fallen  com- 
rades. I have  in  many  of  my  reports  referred  to  their  gallant  conduct, 
with  reference  to  the  children  in  the  Orphan  Schools,  and  I would  here  re- 
new my  confidence  in  them.  They  have  also  taken  a deep  interest  in  having 
the  children  of  disabled  soldiers  admitted  into  the  schools. 

The  Grand  Arnij^  men  are  truly  posted  with  regard  to  the  condition  of 
many  of  their  disabled  comrades,  and  feel  the  great  necessity  of  having 
this  class  of  children  cared  for,  and  admitted  under  the  kindlj'  protection 
of  the  schools.  The  members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  urge 
this  matter  simply  because  they  are  acquainted  with  the  facts,  and  would 
urge  the  members  of  Legislature  to  cast  their  eyes  around  and  see  the 
good,  the  incalculable  good,  that  is  being  done  b}’  these  schools.  They 
would,  then,  not  fail  to  pass  a law  explicit  enough  to  reach  every  worthy 
case  of  a child  of  a permanently  disabled  soldier.  There  are  still  many 
of  these  out  of  the  schools,  that  should  be  reached.  I am  heartily  glad 
that  the  last  Legislature  did  pass  the  appropriation  for  these  children,  and 
I only  wish  that  every  needy  child  could  be  placed  in  the  schools,  and  be 
properly  educated,  for  the  State  will  never  be  impoverished  by  these  wise 
appropriations,  for  there  is  a “giving  that  enriches^  and  a loithholding  that 
impoverishes.''' 

I desire,  in  conclusion,  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  Governor  Hart- 
ranft,  for  his  continued  interest  in  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  schools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  E.  HUTTEH. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  REPORTS  OF  PRINCIPALS. 


UNIONTOWN— A.  H.  Waters,  Principal. 

Health. — Tlie  health  of  the  school,  at  the  present  time,  is  very  good, 
and  has  been,  for  several  months.  Shortly  after  vacation,  diptheria  made 
its  appearance  in  the  school,  and  in  a brief  time  there  were  over  one  hundred 
cases,  two  of  which  were  fatal.  The  victims  of  this  destroyer  of  inno- 
cents, were  dear  little  children — brother  and  sister — Martha  and  John 
Waddington.  Their  death  made  onr  hearts  exceedingly  sad,  but  we  could 
Tiot  but  recognize  a wonderful  exemption  from  the  hand  of  death  in  so 
many  cases.  In  many  places,  where  the  disease  prevailed,  whole  families 
were  carried  olf. 

Educational. — This  sickness,  beginning  soon  after  the  opening  of  the 
school,  though  not  interfering  with  the  regular  exercises,  nevertheless  verj^ 
perceptibly  retarded  the  progress  which  we  had  good  reason  to  believe 
would  have  been  made.  Still,  regardless  of  this  drawback,  the  general 
progress  was  very  satisfactory.  During  the  last  few  weeks  of  the  year  a 
large  number  of  the  advanced  scholars  were  discharged  on  age.  By  this 
means  the  eighth  grade  became,  at  the  time  of  the  annual  examination, 
almost  extinct.  This  accounts  for  the  very  small  number  reported  in  the 
highest  grade.  It  will  also  be  observed  from  the  report  of  the  examina- 
tion, that  the  lower  grades  are  very  large,  from  the  fact  that  during  the 
year,  nearly  all  the  new  admissions  were  quite  small  children. 

Industry. — The  industrial  feature  of  the  sjmtem  has  been  faithfully  ob- 
served in  a great  variety  of  wa3^s,  all  of  which  were  of  a practical  charac- 
ter, and  cannot  but  greatly  benefit  the  children  in  the  future.  The  remark 
is  often  made  that  the  children  look  so  large  for  their  age,  and  it  has  been 
insisted  that  they  were  over  sixteen  years  of  age.  This  phj'sical  develop- 
ment is  the  result  of  healthful  food,  regular  habits,  and  the  tioo  hours  work^ 
so  wisely  demanded  as  a part  of  each  day’s  duties.  No  other  schools  or 
colleges  can  furnish  so  large  a number  of  fine  looking  and  fully  devel- 
oped phj^siques  as  are  seen  in  our  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools. 

Morals. — The  morals  of  the  school  are  good,  and  the  tendency  is  alwajm 
in  that  direction.  The  exceptional  cases  are  very  rare.  The  best  evidence 
of  the  moral  influence  at  school  is  the  life  of  the  scholars  when  away. 
The  most  gratifying  reports  come  of  the  excellent  character  of  our  gradu- 
ates, and  of  their  success  in  life.  Regular  church  service  has  been  held 
every  Sunday  morning,  which  included  the  usual  exercises  of  singing, 
prayer,  and  reading  of  Scriptures,  with  a discourse  especially  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  children,  the  discourse  and  all  the  exercises  embracing  only 
little  over  forty  minutes.  Sunday  school  in  the  afternoon,  and  morning 
and  evening  worship  every  day. 
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Improvements. — During  the  year  extensive  additions  have  lieen  made 
to  the  buildings,  and  the  old  furniture  has,  in  a great  measure,  been  re- 
placed with  new.  One  two-story  stone  house  .54x21,  with  two  wings, 
18x21,  has  been  completed,  and  greatly  adds  to  the  convenience  and  com- 
fort. All  addition  to  the  school  building,  40x80,  has  also  been  made,  tlie 
second  story  adding  that  much  to  the  lioj's’  dormitoiy.  Extensive  im- 
provements have  likewise  been  made  to  the  grounds,  wliieli  have  greatly 
beautified  the  place,  and  given  it  a liome-like  appearance. 

. In  closing  this,  ray  eleventh  annual  rei»ort,  I am  impressed  by  the  retro- 
spect, of  the  care  of  our  Heavenly  Father  over  these  little  ones.  We 
often  feel  the  force  of  the  beautiful  words,  “ Tlieir  angels  do  always  be- 
hold the  face  of  my  Father  which  is  in  Heaven,” 

To  Mr.  E.  K.  Hyndman,  of  the  Pittsburg  division  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad  ; Mr.  David  McCargo,  of  tlie  Allegheny  Yalley  railroad,  and 
Mr.  William  Thaw,  of  the  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis  railroad,  I 
desire  to  express  my  grateful  acknowdedgments  for  affording  tliese  chil- 
dren an  opportunity  of  making  their  annual  visit  to  their  homes  and 
friends  free  of  expense.  Had  this  generosity  not  been  extended,  some 
would  have  been  deprived  of  this  pleasure  and  recreation. 


WHITE  HALL.— J.  A.  Moore,  Principal. 

As  principal,  I first  took  charge  of  this  school  November  1,  ISGT,  and 
conducted  it  till  March  1,  1815,  when  1 transferred  my  interest  to  Mr.  John 
Dum,  who  managed  it  to  March  1,  1817.  1 again  assumed  control  since 

the  latter  date. 

Excellent  health  has  blessed  the  institution  for  the  past  year.  'With  the 
exception  of  some  twenty  cases  of  measles,  all  of  which  were  of  a mild 
character,  no  serious  sickness  prevailed.  The  accidental  scalding,  June  Dth, 
of  a little  girl,  Minnie  Killinger,  aged  seven,  from  the  effects  of  which  she 
died,  was  the  cause  of  universal  sorrow  in  f)ur  midst. 

In  the  educational  department,  the  jrapils  have  acquitted  themselves 
very  creditably,  and  upheld  the  well  earned  rei)utation  of  tJiorniijihnexs  in 
their  studies,  so  justly  accorded  them  in  former  years.  If  they  excelled 
in  any  one  branch  more  than  another,  it  was  in  crajmn  sketches  and  orna- 
meiftal  drawing.  And  in  this,  the  following  pupils  deserve  si)ecial  men- 
tion: Masters  Harry  Radabaugh,  William  H.  Cleekner.  Charles  'Wise,  Ran- 
dall Hoffman,  .John  Hughes,  A.  E.  Bohn,  and  Miss  IMary  Fry,  all  of  whom 
exhibited  unusual  artistic  talent.  Prof.  Z.  B.  Taylor,  who  had  charge  of 
the  educational  department,  sustained  himself  ably,  and  was  unremitting- 
in  his  efforts  for  the  advancement  of  the  pupils.  Prof.  C.  Snyder  and  S. 
P.  Stambaugh  brought  up  the  advanced  classes,  in  the  several  branches, 
with  credit  to  themselves,  and  the  pupils,  while  Misses  Lefever  and  Preisler, 
diligently  instructed  the  lower  grades. 

The  library,  which  in  former  jmars  contained  over  three  hundred  choice 
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volumes  of  standard  books  for  youth,  has  not  been  increased;  though 
within  the  past  few  months  a number  of  the  best  periodicals  in  the  country 
has  been  added  to  the  files  of  the  reading-room,  and,  now,  over  forty 
dailies,  weeklies,  and  monthlies,  make  np  an  interesting  feature  of  news- 
reading for  the  boys  and  girls. 

On  taking  present  charge,  I did  not  find  the  clothing  of  the  children  in 
as  good  condition,  neither  in  quality,  or  quantity,  as  it  was  a few  years  ago. 

Care  is  taken  to  teach  a high  standard  of  morals,  as  all  acquirements 
must  be  secondary  to  that  of  an  nnblemished  character.  Regular  Sunday 
school  exercises,  as  well  as  daily  devotional  services,  are  religious  duties, 
which  all  are  required  to  perform. 

The  usual  necessary  repairs,  including  the  painting  and  renovation  of 
the  interior  of  the  buildings  will  be  made  during  vacation. 

After  having  a season  of  rest  from  the  responsibilities  of  a long  term  of 
previous  management,  I again  enter  the  service,  with  renewed  vigor,  and 
feel  fully  determined  to  keep  high  the  standard  of  Morality,  Education, 
and  Discipline. 


ANDERSONBURG—W.  H.  Hall,  Principal. 

There  is  nothing  special  to  note  concerning  the  working  of  the  school, 
during  the  year.  The  progress  made  in  every  department  was  quite  satis- 
factory. We  therefore  deem  it  unnecessary  to  lengthen  this  report  by  re- 
peating what  has  been  said  in  former  reports,  and  will  only  say  that  the 
' regular  programme  for  the  working  of  the  schools  has  this  year,  as  well  as 
in  the  past,  been  strictly  adhered  to. 


BRIDGEWATER — James  Stitzer,  Principal. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  worked,  as  usual,  earnestly  and  faithfully 
in  the  field  of  labor  undertaken  eight  years  ago.  Each  year  we  strive  to 
improve  upon  the  preceding  one.  It  is  our  constant  endeavor  that  those 
consigned  to  our  care  improve,  not  only  intellectually,  but  in  all  those 
graces  and  virtues  that  adorn  true  manhood  and  womanhood.  In  this 
respect  our  efforts  have  not  been  in  vain.  We  notice  among  the  students 
an  ever  increasing  depth  of  thought,  and  more  liberal  views  of  life. 

In  educating  these  colored  children  for  future  usefulness  we  have  an 
important  task  to  perform.  Every  individual  step  assists  to  elevate  the 
race.  Our  boys  and  girls  realize  this  fact.  It  is  their  noblest  ambition 
to  do  missionary  work  in  the  South. 

The  graduates  of  Bridgewater  are  eagerly  sought  for  by  the  Southern 
Bureau  of  Education,  and  their  eminent  fitness  for  the  work  has  been 
fully  attested.  A large  number  of  sixteeners  have  taught  there  very  suc- 
cessfully, and  others  will  begin  the  work  in  the  fall. 

Since  last  September  fifteen  students  have  left  us  to  take  their  places  as 
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men  ami  women  in  the  future  that  awaits  them.  The  i)Ositions  they  have 
obtained  have  been  honorable,  and  by  their  industiy  and  reliability  they 
have  reflected  credit  not  only  upon  themselves  bnt  upon  the  Institution. 

Educational. — We  have  had  the  additional  duties  of  a normal  school 
during  the  past  two  years.  Our  normal  scholars  have  made  creditable  pro- 
gress and  become  proflcient  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching.  Their 
regular  studies,  in  connection  with  the  eighth  grade,  have  been  English  gram- 
mar, philosophy,  algebra,  elocution,  and  Latin  grammar  and  translation. 

Especial  care  has  been  given  to  Essay  writing.  We  think  it  not  only 
important  that  the  students  should  speak  correctly,  but  that  they  should 
also  write  grammatically  and  clearl3^  A period  each  day  is  allotted  to  the 
task  of  composition,  when  subjects  are  assigned  to  the  pin)ils  by  their  teacher. 
iSIueh  credit  in  this  department  is  due  to  the  principal  teacher,  Mr.  J.  E. 
Cochran,  under  whose  eflieient  teaching  the  progress  has  been  veiy  marked. 

Industrial. — Our  boys  have  accomplished  more  outside  work  tins  sum- 
mer than  ever  before.  The  farm  has  been  kept  in  excellent  condition.  It 
has  been  thoroughly  cultivated  and  produced  an  abundance  of  vegetalfles. 
We  have  inculcated  the  truth  that  industry  is  the  onl}"  avenue  to  success. 


CHESTER  SPRINGS— Mrs.  E.  H.  Moore,  Principal. 

As  stated  in  my  last  report,  the  year  preceding  this  was  one  of  disap- 
pointment and  trials,  the  result  of  changes  and  loss  sustained  bj^  tire. 
These  circumstances  greatly  affected  the  progress  of  the  School,  but 
measures  were  early  taken  to  prepare  for  a good  year  to  follow. 

Buildings. — The  building  erected  to  take  the  place  of  the  one  destroyed 
by  fire,  was  ready  for  occupancy  in  September,  soon  after  the  children  re- 
turned from  their  summer  vacation.  It  is  a three-story  structure,  37x84 
feet,  with  high  ceilings,  well  lighted,  and  well  ventilated.  This  is  attached  to 
a stone  building  which  escaped  the  flames.  Together  they  give  ample  space 
for  dining-room,  kitchen,  store-room,  male  attendant’s  office,  boys’  sitting- 
room,  and  bath-room  on  the  first  floor,  boys’  large  dormitories,  steward’s 
apartments,  teachers’  and  male  attendant’s  private  rooms,  clothes-rooms, 
infirmary,  and  store-room,  on  the  second  and  third  floors. 

The  girls’  building  has  undergone  some  improvements,  which  add  to  the 
comfort  and  pleasure  of  its  occupants. 

The  building  used  for  educational  purposes  has  been  newly  floored, 
painted,  and  papered. 

Clothing. — The  boys  and  girls  are  very  well  supplied  with  good  cloth- 
ing for  every  day  and  for  Sunda}'. 

Health. — We  had  some  cases  of  sickness  during  the  year,  but  generally 
the  health  has  been  good. 

Industry. — Besides  the  usual  work  of  the  institution,  there  has  been  a 
great  deal  to  do  in  clearing  awa_y  the  debris  from  the  burnt  building,  and 
fixing  up  the  grounds.  In  this  the  boys  have  taken  great  interest,  and 
have  performed,  with  diligence  and  willingness,  their  alloted  portion,  as 
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have  also  the  girls  in  their  departmemt.  Mueh  of  the  spare  time  of  the 
girls  is  devoted  to  sewing  and  ornamental  work. 

Morals — The  improvement  in  the  moral  condition  has  been  very  grati- 
fying. The  gentle  influence  of  teachers  and  others  lias  created  or  developed 
a similar  character  in  the  children,  which  shows  itself  in  their  daily  inter- 
course with  each  other.  They  are  cheerful  and  happy,  thus  showing  that 
they  have  confidence  in  their  instructors,  and  regard  them  as  their  friends. 

Religious. — 'When  the  weather  permits,  the  school  attend  Sunday 
morning  services  in  the  nearest  church,  (one  mile  distant.)  At  other 
times  we  have  religious  exercises  in  our  study  hall,  where  an  hour  in  the 
morning  is  spent  pleasantly,  and,  we  trust,  profitably  to  all.  Sabbath 
school  has  been  kept  up  regularly  throughout  the  year.  The  “ Interna- 
tional Lesson  Papers  ” are  used. 

A iirayer  meeting  was  instituted  at  the  beginning  of  the  term,  and  has 
been  continued  with  increasing  interest.  We  trust  and  believe  that  much 
lasting  good  lias  been  effected. 

Educational. — The  educational  department  has  been  under  the  charge 
of  Mr.  1).  A.  Ilarnian — a teacher  of  several  years’  experience  in  graded 
schools — whose  kind  and  genial  manner  soon  won  the  confidence  and  re- 
spect of  the  children.  lie  has  been  assisted  bj^  Messrs.  M.  E.  McLinn 
and  L.  A.  Haffley,  Misses  M.  E.  'Wickersham  and  E.  Sharpless,  and  Mrs. 
M.  E.  McLinn,  all  teachers  of  experience  and  ability. 

The  school  has  been  divided  into  eight  grades,  as  formerly,  but  more  at- 
tention has  been  paid  to  the  primary  branches  throughout  the  grades,  thus 
laying  a good  foundation  for  future  study.  The  pupils  have  taken  great 
interest  in  their  studies,  and  show  marked  improvement,  especially  in  com- 
position and  in  the  general  use  of  languaage.  A literary  society,  known 
as  “The  McCullough  Literary  Seciet}^,”  was  organized  in  December,  1816. 
About  sixty  of  the  pupils  have  attached  themselves  to  it.  Meetings  are 
held  every  Thursday  evening.  Much  interest  is  manifested  by  the  mem- 
bers, and  great  benefit  is  derived.  Books  are  purchased  with  the  funds  of 
the  society.  It  already  has  a nice  library  of  about  sixty  volumes.  These, 
together  with  the  library  of  the  school,  and  daily  and  weekly  periodicals, 
I'urnish  abundant  and  choice  reading  matter.  The  reading  room  is  at- 
tractive, and  many  hours  are  spent  there  profitabljr  and  pleasantly  in  the 
(piiet  enjojunent  of  books  and  papers. 

General  Rewarks. — The  school  is  now,  as  from  its  organization,  con- 
trolled by  a board  of  trustees,  with  M.  S.  McCullough, Esquire,  as  president, 
whose  heartfelt  interest  in  the  children  is  attested  by  his  desire  and  deter- 
mination to  make  them  comfortable. 

The  term  just  ended  has  been  one  of  unprecedented  success.  The 
faithfulness  and  untiring  zeal  of  teachers  and  employes  have  done  so 
much  to  elevate  the  standard  of  the  school  that  I cannot  close  this  report 
without  expressing  deep  appreciation  of  their  most  valuable  services  and 
entire  cooperation  in  the  great  work.  The  same  corps  will  remain  with 
us,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  a pleasant  year  will  ensue. 
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DAYTON — Hugh  McCandless,  Principal. 

S.ANiTARY. — The  health  of  the  school  (luiino-  tlie  past  year  lias  been 
good,  there  being  but  one  serious  ease  of  sickness.  Aliout  two  weeks 
after  the  children  returned  from  vacation,  Flora  L.  Metcalf  took  diptheria. 
and,  after  an  illness  of  four  days,  died  on  the  Kith  day  of  September.  AVe 
had  five  cases  of  infiammatory  rheumatism,  and  most  of  the  children  had 
mumps,  but  none  were  so  ill  as  to  be  kept  from  scliool  for  more  than  two 
or  three  days.  Mdth  a single  exception,  all  are  now  in  perfect  healtli. 

Industry. — In  this  depiartment  there  has  been  little  or  no  change. 
Twelve  boys,  under  the  suiiervision  of  AV.  P.  Oberlin,  have  done  all  the 
shoe  mending  and  made  all  the  every  day  boots  and  shoes  needed  in  the 
institution.  In  addition  to  this  the  boys  have  done  the  usual  amount  of 
farm  work,  and  the  girls  have  performed  their  accustomed  routine  of 
household  duties. 

Educational. — During  the  year  the  majority  of  the  children  have  made 
progress  worthy  of  commendation.  This  year  special  attention  has  been 
paid  to  map  drawdng  and  painting  in  water  colors. 

Moral  and  Religious. — As  to  the  course  of  instruction  pursued  in 
reference  to  these,  we  have  nothing  new  to  report,  but  as  regards  the 
morals  of  the  school,  the  cheerfulness,  obedience,  and  morality  of  the 
children,  the  school  has  never  before  stood  so  high  since  the  writer  took 
charge  of  it. 

Miscellaneous. — Repairs  have  been  made  where  necessity  demanded. 
We  have  added  to  our  library  some  twenty-live  or  thirty  new  books. 

In  concluding  this  veiy  brief  report,  it  is  but  just  to  say  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  school  is  very  largely  due  to  the  labors  of  m3'  assistants. 
Prof.  M.  L.  Thonnhurst  has  had  charge  of  the  educational  department, 
and  was  assisted  113'  Mr.  J.  E.  Frantz  and  Alisses  M.  Alarshall,  D.  P.  Mar- 
shall, AI.  K.  Houston,  and  Lizzie  and  Ada  AIcCandless  for  part  of  the 
year,  and  Aliss  S.  Frantz  for  the  entire  year.  The  other  dei)artments  were 
in  charge  of  Alessrs.  E.  Alorrow  and  W.  P.  Oberlin;  Alisses  AI.  Dill,  N.  S. 
AIorrow,N.  Gaston.  AI.  Oliver  ; Airs.  E.  AlcCutclieon  and  Airs.  AIcCandless. 
Vocal  music  was  taught  113'  Air.  R.  S.  Pontius. 

The  thanks  of  the  principal  are  due  to  the  above  for  their  untiring 
efforts  and  the  faithful  performance  of  their  several  duties. 


HARFOHD — H.  S.  Sweet,  Principal. 

The  progress  of  this  institution  for  the  past  3mar  has  been  all  tliat  we  could 
expect.  The  children  returned  promptl3'  after  their  annual  vacation,  and 
immediately'  resumed  their  various  duties,  especially'  their  woi'k  in  the  scliool 
room,  evincing  by'  their  conduct,  the  feeling  tliat  they  had  returned  to 
their  home,  and  that  tliey  had  a work  for  themselves  to  do.  This  contented 
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spirit  has  pervaded  the  institution  throughout  the  year,  noi  a single  absence 
without  permissio7i  having  occurred.  The  deportment  in  the  school-room 
has  been  most  gratifying  and  exemplaiy.  Self  government  having  been 
insisted  upon  in  the  past,  now  exhibits  its  fruits  in  the  conduct  of  the 
children,  as  they  now  feel  that  it  devolves  upon  themselves  to  maintain 
order  and  to  sustain  a good  reputation  for  the  school. 

The  priciples  of  good  morals  and  self-reliance,  instilled  into  the  minds 
of  the  pupils  while  with  us,  enables  them,  when  arriving  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen, to  obtain  and  fill  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  Many  are  teaching  with 
no  further  preparation  than  that  afforded  them  while  in  this  school. 

The  sanitary  condition  has  been  better  than  ever  before,  there  having 
been  no  case  of  serious  illness,  and  but  few  cases  have  been  sufficient  to 
detain  the  pupils  from  school  for  au}^  lengtli  of  time. 

The  educational  department,  under  the  cai’e  of  M.  Kasson,  assisted  by 
the  teachers  long  connected  with  the  school,  shows  the  beneficial  result  of 
emploAdug  teachers  acquainted  with  the  peculiarities  of  the  different  pupils 
under  their  control,  as  very  effective  work  lias  been  accomplished. 

The  study  of  English  literature  wms  introduced  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year. 

The  members  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  are  prepared  to  enter  the 
scientific  course  of  most  of  our  colleges. 

As  a result  of  the  preparation  for  the  Centennial,  the  girls  devote  much 
of  their  leisirre  time  to  fanc}'  needle-work,  and  in  making  home  adorn- 
ments, and  are  becoming  quite  proficient. 

The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  together  with  the  Veteran  Orgairiza- 
tion,  have  rendered  especial  favors  upon  two  occasions ; the  laying  of  the 
corner-stone  of  the  Soldiers’  Monument  at  Montrose  and  at  their  annual 
encampment,  not  onl}^  providing  transportation,  but  furnishing  a sumptu- 
ous dinner  for  the  wdiole  school.  The  deportment  of  the  children  received 
favorable  notice  from  the  county  papers  on  these  occasions. 


LINCOLN  INSTITUTION. — Margaret  Y.  Clay,  Secretary,  Board  of  Managers. 

Sir: — The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Lincoln  Institution  present  this 
their  eleventh  annual  report,  wdth  renewed  expressions  of  satisfaction  for 
the  wmrk  done  during  the  past  year. 

There  w^ere  during  the  year  a total  of  ninet3'’-four  boys  in  the  Institution, 
all  engaged  in  some  trade  or  employed  b}^  mercantile  houses  during  the 
day.  Their  evenings  are  devoted  to  study  and  reading.  They  give  univer- 
sal gratification  to  their  employers,  wLo  testify  to  their  industry,  honesty, 
and  high  moral  bearing. 

The  night  school  is  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  boai’d  of 
council,  who  report  the  decided  improvement  the  boys  have  made  in  their 
several  departments  of  study.  The  June  examinations  were  well  con- 
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ducted;  and  showed  a marked  progress  and  thoroughness  made  by  the 
pupils  in  their  last  scholastic  year. 

The  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  Institution  has  been  most  excellent, 
veiy  few  cases  of  sickness  having  occurred.  There  were  two  deaths  dur- 
ing the  year.  Thomas  Cummings,  aged  fifteen  3'ears,  died  from  the  results 
of  an  accident  while  bathing;  and  Albert  II.  I’erkenpine,  who  died  of  ty- 
phoid fever,  in  his  eighteenth  year.  Both  were  promising  lads  and  much 
beloved  by  their  emplo3-ers  and  schoolmates. 

The  boj'S  visited  the  Centennial  exhibition  twice  in  a body ; and  at- 
tracted great  praise  for  their  soldierl}^  deportment  on  “Pennsylvania  Pay,” 
when  thei'  formed  part  of  tlie  guard  of  the  Governor  as  he  passed  into  the 
State  buildings. 

In  the  educational  exhibit  made  by  the  State  at  the  Centennial,  the  Lin- 
coln bo3'S  made  a veiy  creditable  displa3’,  both  of  school-work  and  of  the 
separate  trades  which  the3'  are  learning. 


MANSFIELD— F.  A.  Allen,  Principal. 

No  material  changes  have  been  effected  in  our  school  during  the  past 
3"ear.  The  progress  made  has  been  commensurate  with  the  expenditure  of 
effort.  Entire  satisfaction  has  not  been  attained.  We  do  not  look  for  this 
while  dealing  with  frail  human  nature.  Therefore,  no  great  disappoint- 
ment has  been  experienced. 

The  new  recruits,  sent  in  to  us  since  September  last,  are  3'ounger  than 
those  formerl3'  sent.  Their  scholastic  attainments  are  less.  Hence  a low- 
ering of  the  standard  of  scholarship.  The  physical  condition  of  these 
children  is  much  below  the  average  of  those  heretofore  sent  us.  This  is  so 
strikingl3'  apparent  that  it  is  commented  upon  1)3'  all  Avho  have  to  do  with 
them.  But  a marked  improvement  has  taken  place  with  them  during  the 
short  period  they  have  been  with  us.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  enforcing 
of  regular  habits,  and  a simple  and  wholesome  diet.  If  the  thousands  of 
parents  who  have  feeble,  sickl3’-  children,  would  but  learn  the  lesson  these 
schools  teach  so  unmistakabl3',  touching  the  j^hysical  training  of  children, 
the  world  would  be  wiser  and  better  for  it. 

A^^e  have  experienced  rather  more  than  our  usual  amount  of  sickness. 
Diphtheria  has  been  quite  prevalent  with  us,  though  in  its  milder  form. 
Onl3'  one  death  has  occurred  from  any  cause.  Aside  from  the  above- 
mentioned  disease,  our  school  has  enjo3'ed,  to  a great  degree,  excellent 
health. 

No  change  in  the  manner  of  teaching.  Eveiy  year  onh'  the  more  firmly 
convinces  us  that  the  “new  departure”  is  the  true  wa3'.  Each  teacher 
has  a special  department  of  labor  or  branch  to  teach,  and  passes  from 
room  to  room  at  the  close  of  eveiy  recitation  period. 

We  have  found  very  great  benefits  arising  from  the  stud3'  of  literature, 
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ill  the  different  grades.  While  teaching  authors,  pupils  are  required  to 
commit  extracts  from  tlieir  writings,  tlius  giving  them  the  best  material 
for  after-thought,  and  affording  a most  excellent  discipline.  It  also  adds 
a much  greater  interest  in,  and  a greater  love  /or,  the  reading  of  better 
periodicals  and  books  than  the  general  market  affords. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Episcopalians  of  the  place,  we  have  held 
our  Sunday  school  at  9 A.  M.,  in  their  church.  The  most  of  onr  teachers 
in  this  school  have  been  volunteers  from  the  Xormal  School.  And  most 
efficient  labor  have  they  given  us.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure,  in  this  pub- 
lic manner  to  thank  them  most  heartily  for  their  very  acceptable  work. 

The  work  of  the  farm  has  been  much  more  profitable  to  all  concerned. 
We  have  more  thoroughly  sj^stematized  the  work,  and  have  added  in- 
centives to  greater  excellence  in  the  Jcmd  and  quality  of  work.  We  have 
endeavored  to  teach  that  labor  was  not  only  necessary,  but  honorable,  and 
that  skilled  or  educated  labor  will  always  pay  best. 

As  a whole,  our  school  may  be  said  to  have  passed  pleasantly  and 
smoothly  through  the  3'ear,  even  with  less  friction  than  formerljL  This  is 
due  to  the  fact  of  a continuance  of  the  same  employes,  in  the  main.  We 
not  only  believe  r?!,  but  practice^  “civil  service,”  and  adopt  to  the  letter 
the  doctrine  of  the  “survival  of  the  fittest.” 


McALLISTERVILLE — Jacob  Smith,  Proprietor. 

In  submitting  this  annual  report  for  the  first  whole  year  as  proprietor,  I 
would  acknowledge  the  goodness  and  mercies  of  a kind  Providence  in 
guarding  our  home  from  sickness  and  death,  and  to  Him  ascribe  all  praise 
for  whatever  success  has  attended  our  united  labors. 

Educational. — It  Avas  my  good  fortune  in  January  last  to  secure  the 
services  of  Professor  William  Bogle  and  wife,  for  a number  of  years  con- 
nected Avith  the  Mercer  Soldiers’  Orphan  School,)  the  former  as  principal, 
the  latter  to  take  charge  of  the  primary  department.  In  entering  upon 
their  duties,  the}"  introduced,  and  I am  happy  to  announce,  successful!}" 
carried  through,  many  needed  reforms.  The  school  Avas  reclassified,  the 
time  giA'en  to  each  recitation  extended,  and  the  moA"emeut  of  classes  so 
arranged  that  Init  little  confusion  resulted  therefrom.  For  tlie  success  ac- 
companying their  efforts,  1 respectfully  refer  yon  to  those  representing  the 
Soldiers’  Orphan  School  department  at  our  recent  examination. 

Moral  and  Religious. — The  moral  deportment  of  our  children  is  good, 
AA'lien  it  is  remembered  that  many  of  them  haA'e  lost  father  and  mother,  and 
previous  to  their  admittance  here,  were  ignorant  of  moral  restraint.  De- 
votional exercises  are  held  morning  and  evening,  when  frequently  one  of 
the  pupils  reads  a portion  of  Scripture  of  their  OAvn  selection.  A deep  in- 
terest is  felt  in  the  Sabbath-school  work.  The  children  are  supplied  with 
“ Lesson  IjeaA"es,”  and  it  is  a pleasure  to  see  with  what  zeal  and  cheerful- 
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ness  tliey  devote  their  spare  time  to  the  preparation  of  their  lessons. 
During  the  last  year  we  liaA'e  not  had  regular  preaching  at  the  school.  Tlie 
children,  liowever,  attend,  almost  ever  Sahhath,  one  of  the  churches  in  the 
village. 

Industry. — Each  department  is  under  the  control  of  a competent  person, 
in  which  the  girls  are  taught  all  kinds  of  work  done  at  the  school,  many 
of  them  becoming  experts  with  the  needle,  and  in  doing  general  house- 
work. The  boys  are  required  to  do  much  of  the  work  on  the  farm,  and 
many  of  them  display  considerable  taste  and  skill  in  the  management  of 
small  parcels  of  ground  given  them  for  their  exclusive  supervision.  I am 
very  particular  to  have  the  children  instructed  well  in  all  things  pertaining 
to  tlie  house  and  farm. 

Discipline. — Under  the  present  management,  radical  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  methods  used  to  enforce  discipline.  Corporal  punishment,  so 
long  and  faithfully  api)lied  with  but  slight  benelicial  results,  has  been  al- 
most entirel}^  banished  ; and  in  its  stead  the  esteem,  aflection,  and  obedience 
of  these  fatherless  little  ones  is  gained  by  love.  The  results  thus  far  are 
highly  gratifying,  and  full}"  appreciated  by  all. 

Clothing. — No  means  have  been  spared  during  the  year  to  have  our 
children  well  and  comfortably  clothed. 

General  Remarks. — M}-  corps  of  assistants  is  selected  with  care  ; and 
whenever  practicable,  it  is  my  desire  to  retain  those  having  a knowledge 
of  the  workings  of  an  institution  of  this  kind,  being  convinced  by  sad  ex- 
perience that  the  fewer  changes  made  the  better  for  the  school.  We  are 
now  having  our  vacation,  during  wliich  I purpose  building  a neiv  wash-house 
and  making  other  improvements  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the 
children. 


MERCER— G.  W.  Wright,  Manager. 

In  behalf  of  the  Mercer  Soldiers’  Orphan  School  Compaii}',  I sul)mit 
the  following  report  for  the  year  ending  May  .31st,  1817  : 

The  year  througli  which  we  have  just  passed  has  been  one  of  unprece- 
dented labor  and  anxiety  on  the  part  of  all  concerned.  Over  one  hundred 
pupils  were  admitted  during  the  year,  many  of  whom  had  not  previously 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a good  school,  and  consequently  required  much 
care  in  grading  and  training.  Our  teachers  generally  have  labored  ivith  a 
zeal  worthy  of  the  profession,  and  deserve  much  credit  for  their  untiring 
efforts.  The  emploj^e's,  also,  have  been  faithful,  and  have  taken  a dee}) 
interest  in  the  institution.  There  was  considerable  sickness  in  the  school 
soon  after  the  commencement  of  tlie  term,  brought  by  returning  impils. 
which  retarded  the  progress  of  the  scliool  for  some  time,  but  notwith- 
standing all  difilculties  there  has  lieen  effectual  work  done,  and  wlien  we 
reflect  upon  what  has  been  passed  through  during  the  year  we  cannot  Imt 
feel  a deep  sense  of  gratitude  to  God  for  llis  goodness  and  mercy. 
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There  has  been  a manifest  improvement  in  the  morals  of  the  children, 
which  we  are  glad  to  notice.  Quite  a number  of  the  children  connected 
with  the  church  during  the  year,  and  have  exercised  a wholesome  influence 
on  others.  The  children  attend  Sabbath  school  regularly,  and  there  is 
congeniality  and  home-like  feeling  among  the  pupils  generally. 

During  the  year  the  pupils  have  been  studious,  and  have  made  substan- 
tial progress  in  all  the  branches  pursued.  Considerable  attention  has  been 
paid  to  general  instruction  in  all  the  classes.  The  teachers  have  aimed  to 
infuse  into  the  minds  of  the  pupils  the  importance  of  earnest  work  and 
study,  and  have  endeavored  to  teach  them  how  to  think,  what  to  think 
about,  and  to  consider  the  great  objects  and  responsibilities  of  life  ; to 
make  of  them  true  men  and  women,  prepared  to  battle  successfull}'^  with 
the  realities  of  life,  that  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  may  be  proud 
of  them  as  its  wards  in  years  to  come. 

The  higher  grades  were  instructed  in  algebra,  natural  philosophy,  physi- 
ology, United  States  history,  rhetoric,  book-keeping,  geometry,  and  Latin. 

The  discipline  has  not  been  rigid  or  severe,  yet  the  obedience  has  been 
prompt,  willing,  and  cheerful.  We  have  endeavored  to  teach  the  children 
to  do  right  because  it  is  right,  and  not  from  fear  of  punishment ; hence 
we  have  been  able  to  give  them  greater  liberty  and  more  privileges  than 
we  otherwise  could  have  done.  To  make  the  school  a “ home  ” in  every 
respect  has  been  our  aim,  and  we  feel  that,  to  some  extent  at  least,  we 
have  been  successful. 

A fine  chapel  was  built  during  the  year.  It  is  a substantial  wood  struc- 
ture, 44  bj'  68  feet,  two  stories  high — the  lower  story  being  used  as  a 
chapel,  with  two  recitation  rooms  at  one  end,  separated  from  the  main 
part  by  a partition  which  can  be  removed  at  pleasure  ; the  second  story  is 
used  as  a dormitory  for  the  boys.  The  building  and  furniture  in  chapel 
and  school-rooms  cost  the  company  about  $3,500. 

The  grounds  and  buildings  are  in  good  condition — better,  perhaps,  than 
ever  before,  and  we  have  an  abundance  of  room  to  accommodate  four  hun- 
dred children. 

The  children  have  been  taught  to  do  all  kinds  of  work  connected  with 
the  institution,  and  have  shown  considerable  aptness  in  the  several  depart- 
ments. All  kinds  of  house  work  connected  with  the  institution  is  done, 
neatlj^  and  well,  by  all  the  girls  old  enough  to  engage  in  such  work.  The 
l)oys  all  do  their  work  better  and  more  systematically  than  in  former 
years.  Those  who  have  gone  out  from  the  institution  to  engage  in  active 
life  on  their  own  responsibility  have  given  an  experience  to  the  boys  re- 
maining in  school  that  has  done  them  much  good,  and  has  taught  them  to 
make  ready  for  the  battle  which  awaits  them. 

We  are  deeply  indebted  to  the  ministers  and  good  people  of  Mercer  and 
vicinit}"  for  their  frequent  visits  to  the  school  and  many  acts  of  kindness. 
With  these  encouragements  and  God’s  blessing,  we  cannot  but  succeed  in 
the  future. 
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MOUNT  JOY. — Jesse  Kennedy,  Principal. 

The  educational  department  has  been  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Greorge  W. 
Geiger,  who  has  ably  and  impartially  discharged  the  duties  devolving  upon 
him.  He  has  been  assisted  by  Mr.  Joseph  11.  Martin,  and  Misses  Maiy  E. 
Buckwalter,  Sallie  E.  Culp,  and  Ella  A.  Kline,  teachers  of  experience  and 
unquestioned  ability.  By  their  united  and  untiring  efforts,  the}"  have  ad- 
vanced the  school,  as  a whole,  to  a higher  standard  of  proficiency  than  it 
had  attained  in  any  former  3"ear.  The  thoroughness  of  our  instruction  has 
enabled  twelve  of  our  scholars  to  graduate  in  our  normal  schools  by  one 
year’s  attendance. 

Believing  a practical  education  to  be  deficient  w'ithout  a knowledge  of 
general  information,  we  have,  in  addition  to  the  regular  course  of  instruc- 
tion prescribed,  made  this  study  a specialty,  and  have  met  with  marked 
success. 

Quite  a number  of  our  girls  have  been  taking  instrumental  music  lessons, 
and  some  of  them  play  with  a remarkable  degree  of  ease  and  aptness. 

We  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  notice  the  deaths  of  tivo  of  our  boys.  The 
first  was  caused  by  hereditary  consumption;  the  second  by  accident  on  the 
railroad.  Both  of  them  died  at  their  homes,  and  as  they  w'ere  passing 
away,  their  words  and  expression  gave  evidence  that  a “better  country” 
awaited  their  coming. 

Otherw"ise  the  health  of  the  school  has  been  good,  w"ith  the  exception  of 
one  case  of  hemorrhages.  Our  hearts  ascend  in  thankfullness  to  our  kind 
Father,  who  has  so  gently  conducted  us  through  the  uncertainties  of 
another  year. 

Our  discipline,  while  rigid,  has  been  so  seasoned  with  moral  forces  as  to 
■produce  a general  home  feeling  among  the  children. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  an  uninterrupted  social  feeling  has  charac- 
terized our  entire  faculty,  w"hieh  had  much  to  do  with  the  moral  standing 
of  the  school. 

Deep  interest  is  taken  in  the  Sabbath  school, by  both  faculty  and  scholars. 
The  usual  devotional  exercises  are  daily  observed,  and  a general  prayer- 
meeting is  held  every  Wednesday  evening. 

The  children  who  have  been  discharged  from  this  school,  liy  reason  of 
reaching  the  prescribed  age  of  sixteen  years,  are,  as  a rule,  following  hon- 
orable callings,  and  in  most  cases  with  fair  prospects  of  success. 


SOLDIERS’  ORPHANS’  INSTITUTE—Dr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Harshberger, 

Principals. 

During  the  first  two  months  of  the  school  year  that  has  just  closed  the 
great  Centennial  was  still  going  on.  Consequently  a great  many  visitors 
from  our  own  and  foreign  lands  came  to  see  the  institutions.  Among  the 
distinguished  men  who  visited  us  were  Mr.  Hitchcock,  the  Commissioner 
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from  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  Colonel  Juan  J.  Marin,  Spanish  Royal 
Commissioner,  and  judge  of  awards;  also  the  educational  and  industrial 
visiting  committee  from  France.  These  gentlemen  expressed  themselves 
surprised  and  delighted  that  the  orphans  of  our  fallen  soldiers  are  so  well 
cared  for.  Again  and  again  was  the  Soldiers’  Orphans’  School  system 
of  Pennsylvania  lauded  in  our  hearing  by  the  strangers  to  the  Centennial 
city. 

Pennsylvania  day,  September  28th,  18  jG,  is  one  that  will  long,  long  be 
remembered  by  ns  all.  As  was  most  fitting,  the  inmates  of  the  Soldiers’ 
Orphans’  Institute  and  Northern  Home  turned  out  en  masse  to  the  exhi- 
bition. The  children  numbered  about  four  hundred — were  under  the  care 
of  their  teachers  and  other  oflicers.  These  “wards  of  the  State”  attracted 
a great  deal  of  attention.  They  were  neatlj^  attired — the  girls  in  white 
dresses,  Avith  “ red,  white  and  blue  ” sashes — and  tlie  boys  in  cadet  uni- 
form. The  entire  body  rendezvoused  at  the  Pennsylvania  Educational 
Hall,  Avhich  they  apAmys  considered  “headquarters,”  and  thence  marched 
to  the  Pennsylvania  State  Iniilding,  being  escorted  by  tAvo  companies  of 
tlie  Grand  Arm}’’  of  the  Republic.  At  the  State  building  they  were  re- 
vicAved  by  Governor  Hartranft  and  yourself. 

ddie  anniversaiy  in  May,  in  the  Academy  of  Music,  as  usual,  was  a 
brilliant  affair.  Hecoration  day  was  duly  kept,  the  orphans  of  our 
school  assisting  Post  No.  8,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  the  planting 
of  Hags  and  strcAving  of  (lowers  in  Glenwood  cemetery,  upon  the  graves 
of  the  heroes  of  the  late  AA'ar. 

The  Fourth  of  J uly  Avas  celebrated  in  an  appropriate  manner.  The 
larger  boys  visited  the  Permanent  Exhibition,  through  the  liberality  of 
George  W.  Childs,  Esquire.  The  Wednesday  before  the  close  of  school, 
the  entire  l)ody  of  children  Avere  admitted  to  this  Permanent  Exhibition 
through  tlie  kind  invitation  of  the  management.  It  was  a good  day,  and 
one  fraught  with  many  a useful  lesson.  The  exhibitors  took  great  pains 
to  explain  the  points  of  interest  to  the  children.  The}^  have  our  hearty 
thanks. 

Rut  tlie  great  day  of  all  the  year,  to  which  both  teachers  and  pupils  look 
forward  Avith  unabating  interest,  is  the  annual  examination  in  July,  Avhen 
tlie  deeds  of  the  year  are  all  called  into  a reckoning. 

This  year  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute  was  honored  with  the  presence 
of  four  State  oflicers,  viz  ; Inspectors,  Rev.  C.  Cornforth  and  Mrs.  E.  W. 
11  utter,  and  Deputy  Superintendents  Ilauck  and  Lindsay.  Besides  these, 
a great  company  of  the  managers,  trustees,  and  other  distinguished  gentle- 
men and  ladies  of  Philadelphia,  graced  the  occasion  with  their  presence. 

The  examination  began  at  9 A.  M.  and  Avas  continued  during  the  entire 
day,  July  13th,  18F7.  The  examinations  of  the  various  classes  were  con- 
ducted chiefly  by  the  State  examiners.  The  pupils  acquitted  themselves 
with  great  credit.  One  noticeable  feature  of  the  day  Avas  the  quiet,  man- 
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nerly  deportment  of  the  pupils,  both  in  the  cdass-rooms  and  while  at  liberty 
on  the  grounds. 

From  two  to  three  o’clock  P.  m.,  the  little  Kinder  Garten  class,  under 
the  care  of  Miss  M"alk,  was  exei’cised.  The  hour  seemed  to  be  a very  happy 
one  for  the  little  children,  their  teacher  and  the  audience. 

In  the  evening  all  assembled  in  the  chapel,  where  api)ropriate  exercises 
filled  up  the  time.  Singing  by  the  children,  music  by  the  band,  and 
speeches  by  the  State  Examiners  and  others,  and  the  awarding  of  diplomas 
and  a copy  of  Col.  James  L.  Paul’s  History  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphans  to 
the  worthy  " Sixteeners.”  The  whole  scene  was  a bright  and  happy  one  I 

After  the  exercises  in  the  chapel,  a drill  lyv  the  cadets.  In  this  connec- 
tion we  may  mention  that  several  ot  the  "boys”  of  our  school,  who  ha<l 
been  honorably  discharged  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  were  with  the  first  di- 
vision, Philadelphia  troops,  in  their  late  campaign  to  quell  the  riot  at 
Pittsburg  and  Scranton.  The  drill  received  at  the  orphan  school  fitted 
them  to  defend  their  State  that  had  educated  them. 

\Ye  regret  to  record  the  death  of  Hon.  .Matthew  P>aird,  a firm  friend  of 
our  institute,  and  the  patron  ot  the  Matthev  Daird  comet  band.  Also, 
we  have  lost,  by  death,  three  of  our  oldest  lady  managers  : Miss  Susan 
O’Neil,  Mrs.  R.  T.  Shepherd,  and  iMrs.  Mb)rrell. 

Several  important  repairs  and  improvements  have  been  made  during  the 
year.  A Avell  rewalled  and  made  availaWe  tor  cool  water  for  the  cliildien 
to  drink,  repaving  of  laundry  yard,  and  repairs  to  the  main  house. 

The  Sabbath  school  continues  in  a flourishing  condition. 

Several  of  our  girls  have  been  admitted  to  a State  normal  school  for  the 
ensuing  term. 

There  has  been  but  little  change  in  the  corps  of  our  officers  and  teach- 
ers, and  all  seem  ready  to  buckle  on  the  armor  this  tall  for  anothei  j eai 
of  solid  work  for  the  good  of  their  charge. 
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A LIST  OF  “SIXTEENERS,” 

IN  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MAY  31,  1877. 


Below  will  be  found  a list  of  the  children  who  arrived  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen during  the  past  year,  and  were  discharged. 

There  is  no  better  way  in  which  the  system  could  exhibit  its  fruits. 

ANDEKSONBURG. 

Annie  McCartney,  with  her  mother,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

John  Winrick,  farming,  Huntingdon  county.  Pa. 

Mary  Stanford,  cook  in  institution. 

Sylvester  Decker,  farming,  Harrisonville,  Pa. 

Rufus  Miller,  attending  school.  New  Paris,  Pa. 

Amelia  Blottenberg. 

James  Taft. 

Anson  L.  Bell,  machinist,  Altoona,  Pa. 

John  S.  Ivephart,  farming,  Muncy,  Pa. 

George  H.  Jacobs,  at  home,  Donnelly’s  Mills,  Pa. 

Samuel  Stuart,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Carrie  Woodburn,  mantuamaking,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Mary  A.  Evans,  with  her  mother. 

Annie  Martin,  with  her  mother,  Shermansdale,  Pa. 

Matilda  E.  Hartley,  with  her  mother,  Patterson,  Pa 
Thomas  W.  Kinsloe,  farming,  Andersonburg,  Pa. 

Eddie  Rupert,  with  his  mother,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Sallie  Williams,  with  her  mother,  Willmore,  Pa. 

Edward  Reed,  New  Bloomfield,  Pa. 


BRIDGEWATER. 

Alice  E.  Bi’own,  attending  normal  school,  Hampton,  Ya. 
1.  C.  Mullen,  employed  in  the  institution. 

Edward  B.  Crabb. 

John  H.  Davis,  waiter  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Thomas  N.  Lohman,  with  his  aunt,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
John  C.  Bacon,  in  a store,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Charles  Williams,  at  home,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Albei’t  Shorts,  at  home,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

William  I.  Lyons. 


ANDERSONBURG  SCHOOL. 
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Agnes  H.  Enty,  employed  in  institution. 

Mary  S.  Scott,  at  home,  Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Charles  Harris,  attending  normal  school,  Hampton,  Ya. 


CHESTER  SPRINGS. 

Annie  L.  Andrews,  with  her  mother,  Allentown,  Pa. 

John  Boyer,  errand  boy,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

James  Downey,  in  cotton  mill,  Manayunk,  Pa.,  @ $4  per  week. 

David  Evans,  miner,  Mt.  Carmel,  Pa. 

George  Eames,  attending  school,  Weatherly,  Pa. 

George  Foxhill,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

George  Goodwin,  printer,  Downingtown,  Pa. 

James  Gorman,  in  mill.  Media,  Pa. 

Elmer  Goshorn,  Shade  Gap,  Pa. 

R.  J.  Hunter,  domestic  service,  Downingtown,  Pa. 

Emma  Jones,  domestic  service,  Mt.  Carmel,  Pa. 

Florence  Kissinger,  with  her  mother,  Shartlesville,  Pa. 

Leander  Kissington,  errand  boy.  White  Hall,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Charles  Lebold,  with  his  mother,  Phoenixville,  Pa. 

Sylvester  Lantzer,  Allentown,  Pa. 

Emma  Luckenbill,  dress-making,  Pottsville,  Pa. 

Aaron  Miller,  Easton,  Pa. 

Ella  Manning,  Minersville,  Pa.,  (died.) 

Mary  E.  Mayberry,  attending  State  Normal  School,  West  Chester,  Pa. 
Charles  H.  Musselman,  telegraphing,  Phoenixville,  Pa. 

William  Peoples,  farming.  West  Chester,  Pa. 

Annetta  Rice,  Auburn,  Pa.,  (died.) 

William  Rapine,  in  grocer}^  store,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Joseph  Seltzer,  with  his  mother,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Harry  Vanronk,  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa. 

John  Yickers,  shoemaking,  Phoenixville,  Pa. 

William  Yennervaldt,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

H.  M.  Ziegenfuss,  with  Dr.  J.  R.  Hainey,  Camden,  N.  J. 


DAYTON. 

Watson  A.  Adams,  farming,  Indiana  county.  Pa. 

James  C.  Wilson. 

Lindsey  E.  Carl. 

Daniel  W.  Karlinsey. 

Uzetta  M.  Fink,  with  her  mother,  Brady’s  Bend,  Pa. 
Mattie  Ayers,  with  her  mother,  Indiana  county.  Pa. 

Henry  C.  McMillen,  with  his  mother.  New  Bethlehem,  Pa. 
4 Sol.  Orp. 
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Abram  0.  Hetrick,  farming,  Clarion  county.  Pa. 

Miranda  H.  Pounds,  with  her  mother,  Dajdon,  Pa. 

Margaret  Brown,  with  her  mother,  Armstrong  county.  Pa. 
Vermadel  Funk,  attending  school,  Dayton,  Pa. 

Philip  T.  Stroup,  farming,  Indiana  county.  Pa. 

Mary  E.  Scott,  with  her  mother,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

John  L.  Campbell. 

Rosetta  Long,  with  her  mother,  Brookville,  Pa. 

Allen  Nulf. 

Mary  E.  Crick. 

Aaron  Rowley,  shoemaking,  Freeport,  Pa. 

Sallie  A.  Burns,  married  to  Edward  Paine. 

Eliza  M.  Bish,  married  to  Thomas  Smith. 

John  Gr.  McCrory,  with  his  mother.  Brush  valley,  Pa. 

J.  Elsy  Smith,  with  her  mother,  Indiana,  Pa. 

Daniel  W.  Doty,  farming,  Indiana  county.  Pa. 

Clara  McDonald,  Indiana,  Pa. 

Ella  J.  Meade,  with  her  mother,  Brookville,  Pa. 

Harry  J.  Burnharm,  in  printing  office,  Parker  city.  Pa. 

John  S.  Byers,  attending  school,  Perrysville,  Pa. 

William  R.  Martin,  attending  school,  Dayton,  Pa. 

James  M.  Neff,  farming,  Indiana  county.  Pa. 

Alexander  M.  Schreckengost. 

A.  Mabel  Patterson,  with  her  aunt.  Clarion  county.  Pa. 

Sophia  C.  Cessna,  with  her  mother,  Indiana  county.  Pa. 
Elvarine  Clark,  with  her  mother,  Indiana  county.  Pa. 

James  E.  Palmer,  with  his  mother,  Westmoreland  county.  Pa. 
Terressa  E.  Reese,  with  her  mother.  New  Bethlehem,  Pa. 
Richard  Ayler,  with  his  motlier.  Kittanning,  Pa. 

Thomas  Cunningham,  with  his  mother.  Kittanning,  Pa. 

Calvin  Braddock. 

Wilhelmina  Hunter,  with  her  mother,  Apollo,  Pa. 

Margaret  E.  Rhodes. 

Lizzie  Sauseman. 

A.  J.  Nicholson. 

Margaret  B.  Stitt,  with  her  mother,  Leeehburg,  Pa. 

Harry  R.  McCune,  with  his  mother,  Allegheny  city.  Pa. 
George  W.  Bail,  with  his  mother,  Allegheny  city.  Pa. 

Estella  McKee,  with  her  mother,  Armstrong  county.  Pa. 

Cora  A.  Work,  with  lier  mother,  Indiana  county.  Pa. 

J.  Edgar  Wilson,  farming,  Armstrong  county.  Pa. 

James  H.  Eaidy,  with  his  mother,  Parker  City,  Pa. 

Samuel  F.  Kelly,  witli  his  mother,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Clara  Booher. 

David  S.  Fetters,  farming,  Indiana  county.  Pa. 


DAYTON  SCHOOL. 
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Hannah  A.  Bailey,  with  her  mother,  Perry  county,  Ohio. 
Sarah  Klepfer. 

Jacob  H.  Flenner. 

Daniel  Peters. 

Jennie  S.  Keister. 

John  A.  Coder,  farming,  Armstrong  county.  Pa. 

Harry  W.  Gold,  with  his  mother,  Hnmbolt  City,  Iowa. 
Sarah  E.  Reed,  with  her  grandfather,  Jelferson  county.  Pa. 


HARFORD. 

Mary  Santee,  with  her  uncle,  Dorrance,  Pa. 

Stephen  McLaud,  farming,  Eorkston,  Pa. 

W.  H.  McCoun,  farming,  Laxawaxan,  Pa. 

Draper  Warner,  farming.  Spring  Hill,  Pa. 

William  E.  Wright,  brakeman,  D.  L.  & W.  R.  R. 
Missourie  Rehrig,  with  mother,  Plymouth,  Pa. 
Margaret  Culver,  with  her  mother.  Spring  Hill,  Pa. 
John  Rockwell,  teaching,  Harford,  Pa. 

Lucetta  Warded,  learning  dressmaking,  Moscow,  Pa. 
Luella  Magee,  with  her  mother,  Laceyville,  Pa. 
Augusta  Strong,  learning  millinery,  Carbondale,  Pa. 
Samuel  Beardslee,  farming. 

Edward  Gillespie,  barber,  Tunkhannock,  Pa. 

Ida  Vaow,  with  her  mother,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 

Ada  Bayess,  teaching,  Scottsville,  Pa. 

Emma  Dickens,  teaching. 

Martha  E.  Lewis,  with  her  mother.  Sugar  Run,  Pa. 
Carrie  E.  Collins,  with  her  mother,  Scott,  Pa. 

Kate  E.  Beebe,  attending  school,  Harford,  Pa. 

Curtis  E.  Stevens,  teamster,  Harford,  Pa. 

Cassie  E.'  Johnson,  with  her  mother.  Plains,  Pa. 

N.  P.  McCafferty,  farming.  Sugar  Run,  Pa. 

Frank  E.  Ogden,  learning  watchmaking,  Waymart,  Pa. 
Stephen  Ormsby,  attending  school,  Harford,  Pa. 
George  Miller,  huckster,  Scranton,  Pa. 

William  Upright,  with  his  mother.  South  Canaan,  Pa. 
Sarah  Davis,  attending  school,  Harford,  Pa. 

Viola  Bronson,  with  her  mother.  South  Canaan,  Pa. 
Abner  Yanarsdale,  miner,  Kingston,  Pa. 

Mary  Merrill,  attending  school,  Harford,  Pa. 
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INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL. 

Sarah  Cusick,  with  her  mother,  New  Castle,  Pa. 
Hannah  McNulty,  with  her  mother,  Philadelphia,  Pa 


LINCOLN  INSTITUTION. 

Samuel  Kirkpatrick,  with  William  Simpson  & Sons,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
John  Grear,  with  Reeves,  Parvin  & Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

William  Phillips,  with  William  H.  Taylor,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Clarence  Wiley,  with  Collins’  printing  house,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

John  Kane,  with  Hood,  Bonbright  & Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Andrew  Kane,  with  Hood,  Bonbright  & Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

James  Roscoe,  with  Potter  & Hoffinan,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

George  W.  Holt,  with  William  H.  Harrison  & Bro.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
James  Herr,  with  Wells  & Gray,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Alexander  Baird,  wdth  his  guardian. 

John  Hobaugh,  with  his  guardian. 

William  Claj^,  with  his  guardian. 

Joseph  Cooper,  with  Educational  Home,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Wilmer  Hammaii,  on  school  ship  Constitution,  United  States  Navy. 
Philip  Brandt,  with  Brill  & Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

William  H.  Holt,  Avith  Kelly  & Ludwig,  PhiladeliAhia,  Pa. 


MANSFIELD. 

George  C.  Downing,  farming,  Mansfield,  Pa. 

Angeline  Wilber,  attending  State  Normal  school,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
Ade  Butler,  with  her  mother,  'Westfield,  Pa. 

Frederick  Saxton,  farming,  Tioga,  Pa. 

George  J.  Hulslander,  in  drug  store.  Canton,  Pa. 

Mary  Huff,  attending  Soldiers’  Orphan  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
John  B.  Kennada,  Avith  his  mother,  Hammond’s  Creek,  Pa. 

Eliza  M.  M’^heeler,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
William  H.  Dellaas,  A\dth  his  mother,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Mary  A.  Rice,  housekeeping,  near  Mansfield,  Pa. 

Phida  Beardsley,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
Clarence  Miller,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
Helen  Smith,  teaching  near  LawreuceAulle,  Pa. 

Lucy  Warren,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
Albert  Porter,  with  his  mother,  Shunk,  Pa. 

David  Montgomery,  in  Avoolen  factory,  Huntersville,  Pa. 

Rachael  Saxton,  AA'ith  her  mother,  Jersey  Shore,  Pa. 

William  Pruyne,  with  his  mother.  West  Burlington,  Pa. 


I]x.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 


Victor  Yargason,  ivith  his  mother,  Xew  Era,  Pa. 

Alva  Thompson,  with  his  mother.  Roulette,  Pa. 

Eliza  Miller,  with  her  mother,  Athens,  Pa. 

Franklin  Hakes,  with  his  mother,  Monroeton,  Pa. 

Charles  Hulett,  with  his  mother,  West  Addison,  Xew  Yor 
Carrie  Andrews,  with  her  mother,  Austinville,  Pa. 

Aurelia  McLaughlin,  with  her  mother,  Easton,  Pa. 
Franklin  Brown,  with  his  mother,  Caines,  Pa. 

Lauren  Breese,  with  his  mother.  Canton,  Pa. 

Mary  Adams,  with  her  mother,  Wilmorth,  Pa. 

Eli  J.  McConnell,  with  his  mother,  Rutland,  Pa. 

Mary  Borden,  with  her  mother.  Port  Allegheny,  Pa. 

Ida  Sible,  with  her  mother,  Camptown,  Pa. 

George  W.  Davis,  with  his  sister,  Burlington,  Pa. 

Orlando  Divine,  with  his  mother,  Towanda,  Pa. 

Mary  E.  French,  with  her  mother.  Highland,  Pa. 

Mollie  P.  Higgins,  with  her  mother,  Williamsport,  Pa. 
Margaret  A.  Hidding,  attending  school,  ^Mansfield,  Pa. 
Anna  B.  Ingham,  with  her  mother.  East  Canton,  Pa. 

Jane  Johnson,  with  her  mother,  Stoney  Fork,  Pa. 

Sarah  Puison,  with  her  mother,  Elkland,  Pa. 

George  F.  Rice,  with  his  mothnr.  Little  IMarsh,  Pa. 

Laura  H.  Smith,  with  her  mother,  Rutland,  Pa. 

Charles  Talada,  Towanda,  Pa. 

Cynthia  Titus,  housekeeping,  Hammonds,  Pa. 

Carson  Warren,  with  his  mother,  Hornellsville,  Pa. 
Stephen  White,  with  his  mother.  Beech  Wood,  Pa. 


McALISTERVILLE. 

Sarah  N.  Mickey,  Milroy,  Pa. 

Emma  E.  Wright,  with  her  mother.  New  Buffalo. 
Annie  Davidsizer,  with  her  mother,  McVeytown,  Pa. 
Alice  Shaffer,  with  her  mother.  Port  Royal,  Pa. 
Cordelia  Cramer,  with  her  mother,  McAlisterville,  Pa. 
James  F.  Starks,  with  his  guardian,  Lewistown,  Pa. 
Rachel  H.  Yeager,  with  her  mother,  Roland,  Pa. 

Mary  J.  Cook,  with  her  mother,  Bellefonte,  Pa. 

James  Wallace,  with  his  mother.  Port  Royal,  Pa. 
Annie  Thompson,  Illinois. 

Albert  F.  Hite,  farming.  Mill  Creek,  Pa. 

Annetta  Farmer,  with  her  mother.  Mill  Creek,  Pa. 
Emma  E.  Watson,  domestic  service. 

Levi  F.  Derr,  coachmaking,  Mifflinlmrg,  Pa. 

Sophia  Snooks,  married,  Adamsburg,  Pa. 
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William  Thompson,  gone  West. 

Sallie  Bugle,  with  her  mother,  Milroj',  Pa. 

Hannah  Danghenbangh,  with  her  mother,  Howard,  Pa. 
Margaret  J.  Hunt,  with  her  mother,  Lewistown,  Pa. 
Theophilus  Garmen,  farming,  Thompsontown,  Pa. 

Celina  Myers,  attending  school.  Smith’s  Mills,  Pa. 
Prudence  B.  Batton,  domestic  service,  Waterford,  Pa. 
Sarah  R.  Walls,  with  her  mother,  McCulloch’s  Mills,  Pa. 
'William  B.  Page,  with  his  mother,  Perryville,  Pa. 
Frances  B.  Troxell,  with  her  mother,  Williamsburg,  Pa. 
Newton  Spotts,  gone  West. 

Susan  M.  Green,  with  her  mother,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 
Albert  Spanogle,  attending  school,  McAlisterville,  Pa. 
Bmma  J.  Bilger,  with  her  mother,  Centreville,  Pa. 

Annie  M.  Hughes,  with  her  mother,  Martinsburg,  Pa. 
Laura  B.  Flanagan,  with  her  mother,  Coalmout,  Pa. 
Bmma  Holcomb,  with  her  mother,  Loyalsock,  Pa. 


MERCER. 

Alfaretta  Armstrong,  with  her  mother. 

Lura  Abbott,  attending  school,  Greenville,  Pa. 

Lafayette  App,  attending  school,  Bldred,  McKean  county.  Pa. 
Clara  A.  J.  Billig,  attending  State  Normal  school,  Indiana,  Pa. 
Maggie  Baldwin,  married. 

Mary  B.  Baker,  with  her  mother. 

Sophia  Brown,  with  her  mother. 

Samuel  C.  Brown,  in  oil  regions. 

Susan  A.  Burns,  teaching  select  school,  Scrubgrass,  Pa. 
Hannah  M.  L.  Coonce,  in  Kansas. 

Nettie  Cochrane,  with  her  mother. 

.Judson  Campbell,  farming. 

Alice  B.  Crouch,  with  her  mother. 

Brla  M.  Cox,  with  her  mother. 

James  W.  Clark,  at  home. 

Clara  A.  Crate,  with  her  mother. 

Amos  F.  Campbell,  clerk,  Bdenburg,  Pa. 

Myram  S.  Collum,  machinist,  Franklin,  Pa. 

Laura  Davis,  teaching. 

Maggie  L.  Dick,  with  her  mother. 

Catharine  Bdinger,  wdth  her  mother. 

Mary  L.  Bakin,  with  her  mother. 

Mary  M.  H.  Poster,  attending  school,  Sharpsville,  Pa. 

Thomas  C.  Fulton,  at  Petersburg,  Pa. 

William  Farrell,  farming. 


mercer 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 

Marcus  W.  Fisher,  teamster. 

Rudolph  W.  Glatzan,  in  oil  regions. 

Samuel  W.  Y.  Guish,  painting,  Mercer,  Pa. 

Annie  Houston,  with  her  mother. 

Sarah  M.  Hayes,  with  her  mother. 

James  D.  Henderson,  farming. 

William  E.  Howard,  farming. 

Henry  Koehler,  farming. 

Salome  Kinne,  teaching. 

Mary  M.  liOck,  with  her  mother. 

Elmer  Leary,  farming. 

Nettie  F.  Moore,  attending  school,  Franklin,  Pa. 

Benjamin  A.  Moore,  printer.  Clarion,  Pa. 

Ada  M.  McKee,  with  her  friends. 

John  F.  Miller,  farming. 

Anna  Moses,  with  her  mother. 

Lizzie  McCann,  married. 

Harrison  P.  Minner,  at  home. 

William  McGittigen,  with  his  mother.  New'  Castle,  Pa. 
Frank  McCray,  at  home. 

John  B.  McDowell,  farming. 

Jefferson  S.  Northrop,  Corry,  Pa. 

Henry  E.  Osborne,  laborer,  Franklin,  Pa. 

Frank  F.  Osborne,  with  his  mother,  Sharpsville,  Pa. 
Thomas  A.  Palmer,  farming. 

Clement  S.  Pellor,  w'ith  his  mother,  Sherman,  N.  Y. 

Estella  M.  Price,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Edinboro 
Arthur  B.  Rupert,  died  February  15,  1817. 

Charles  S.  Rej'nolds,  with  his  mother. 

Adam  L.  Sw'artzlander,  farming. 

Mary  J.  Steele,  married. 

Marilla  Seaton,  teaching. 

Clara  A.  Stephenson. 

Leva  S.  Small,  w'ith  her  mother. 

Thomas  S.  Shoatf. 

John  R.  Stevens. 
xVnna  S.  Sedden,  teaching. 

Eva  May  Thorn,  with  her  mother. 

Martha  M.  Thompson. 

John  S.  Tenney. 

George  W.  Taylor,  in  oil  regions. 

Nancy  E.  Yogns,  married. 

Margaret  Woods,  attending  school,  Reidsburgh,  Pa. 
Maggie  J.  Wright,  married. 

Sarah  E.  A'ardley,  attending  school. 

.John  Dale,  reading  medicine. 
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MOUNT  JOY. 

Samuel  Jennings,  plumber  and  gas  fitter,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

William  F.  Adams,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Daniel  Billig,  clerk,  Reading,  Pa. 

Harrison  Small,  in  rolling-mill,  Columbia,  Pa. 

Amanda  Brooks,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Shippensburg,  Pa. 
Clara  Zimmerman,  mantuamaker,  Jonestown,  Pa. 

Jacob  Harnish,  with  his  mother,  Manheim,  Pa. 

David  Cotterel,  clerk,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Catharine  Mooney,  with  her  mother,  Mt.  Joy,  Pa. 

Frank  Miller,  with  his  mother,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Luther  A.  Germon,  Columbia  county.  Pa. 

Thomas  Hooper,  printer,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Miller  Ralston,  attending  high  school,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Wilber  Ralston,  machinist,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Martha  Lindsley,  Huntingdon  county.  Pa. 

George  W.  Schlegelmilch,  clerk,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Morris  C.  Forsythe,  farming,  Columbia  county.  Pa. 

Louisa  Beaver,  mantuamaker,  Mahono}^  city, 

Alvin  H.  Leob,  clerk,  Bernville,  Pa. 

Theo.  E.  Beyer,  farming,  Lancaster  county.  Pa. 

Anna  M.  Sharlock,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Martha  L.  Martin,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Mary  E.  Lahley,  domestic  service,  Lancaster  county.  Pa. 

Oliver  F.  Leed,  printer,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Eva  S.  M'^arner,  with  her  mother. 

John  E.  Baker,  wdth  his  mother,  Mt.  Union,  Pa. 

Annie  W eaver,  with  her  mother.  Marietta,  Pa. 

Annie  Welker,  wdth  her  mother,  Middletowm,  Pa. 

Daniel  Hull,  car  painter,  P»,eading,  Pa. 

Sallie  Aderholt,  Middletowm,  Pa. 

Harry  L.  Horn,  farming,  Lebanon  comity.  Pa. 

Martha  Gross,  Allentowm,  Pa. 

Grabill  Myers,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Charles  J.  Robinson,  farming,  York  county.  Pa. 

Barbara  Eisher,  wdth  her  guardian,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

George  W.  Morgan,  farming,  Huntingdon  county.  Pa. 

John  Wilhelm,  Lancaster  county.  Pa. 

Mary  J.  Benson,  with  her  mother,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Clara  Cramer,  Middletown,  Pa. 

George  0.  Sharrar,  laborer,  Huntingdon  county.  Pa. 

Samuel  G.  Fry,  farming,  Montour  county.  Pa. 

Frank  Paul,  Summit  Hill,  Pa. 

Emma  A.  Sample,  entered  for  State  Normal  School. 

Amzi  Whitenight,  clerk,  Columbia  county.  Pa. 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 


.0  ( 

Charles  Hedricks,  brick-maker,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Hannah  E.  Townsend,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Bloomsbnrg.  Pa. 
Mary  R.  Witmer,  entered  for  State  Normal  School. 

Edward  M.  Keys,  with  his  mother,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Sarah  J.  Nutting,  with  her  guardian,  Danville,  Pa. 

Susannah  A.  Gottshalk,  with  her  mother,  Danville,  Pa. 

Lewis  E.  Reichelditler,  with  his  mother,  Bloomsbnrg,  Pa. 

Annie  R.  Syling,  with  her  mother,  Saxton.  Pa. 
iMary  A.  Stokes,  entered  for  State  Normal  School. 


SOLDIERS’  ORPHAN  INSTITUTE. 

Josiali  Jones,  erecting  tools.  Thirteenth  and  Callowhill  streets,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Charles  M.  Luckey,  farming,  Tunkhannock,  Pa. 

William  Arthur,  potter,  Orange,  N.  J. 

George  Stookey,  Norristown,  Pa. 

Isaac  F.  Schnell,  with  his  grandfather,  Reading,  Pa. 

Harry  Wiggins,  cigar-maker,  Camden,  N.  J. 

Emma  L.  Clark,  dress-maker,  Easton,  Pa. 

Thomas  W.  Nesbit,  needle-maker,  Norristown,  Pa. 

Isabella  Creighton,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Millersville,  Pa. 
Nelson  E.  Cramer,  farming,  near  Trenton,  N.  J. 

Anna  Megonigal,  dress-maker,  Camden,  N.  J. 

Kate  E.  Kinney,  weaving.  Fourth  and  Market  streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
James  L.  Jackson,  baker,  Kingsessing,  West  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

Virginia  Ridgley,  seamstress,  TL2  Federal  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Maiy  Gratznowskj",  dress-maker,  2109  Gaull  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Albert  Guertler,  brush-maker.  Ninth  and  Market  streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Thomas  Lafferty,  farming,  Chester  county.  Pa. 

Marj"  Gallagher,  copyist.  Broad  and  Arch  streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Henry  Gaull,  in  woolen-mill,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

William  B.  Harvey,  died  at  Pennsylvania  Hniversity. 

Henry  C.  Hope,  copjdst.  Broad  and  Arch  streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Thomas  Mills,  attending  school.  636  North  Eleventh  street,  Philadelphia. 
Henry  Hammer,  attending  Pearce’s  Commercial  College,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
James  Pancoast,  moulder,  600  North  Twenty -third  street,  Philadelphia. 
Mary  J.  Fullerton,  domestic  service,  Beverl}’,  New  Jersey. 

Earnest  Beechner,  attending  school,  Bellefonte,  I’a. 

John  C.  Cox,  in  gi’ocery  store,  2230  Fitzwater  street.  Pliiladelphia,  Pa. 
Rachael  Willingmyre,  dress-maker.  Dauphin  street, Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Maiy  A.  Dawson,  shirt-maker.  Arch  street,  Philadelpliia,  Pa. 

Martha  D.  Peak,  nurse.  Sixteenth,  above  Wallace  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Thomas  L.  Snyder,  attending  school,  Kylerstown,  Pa. 
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William  McCoy,  millwright,  808  Capitol  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Maggie  J.  Collins,  dress-maker,  Trenton  avenne,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

John  Land,  in  Piston’s  saw-works.  Front  and  Laurel  streets,  Philadelphia. 
George  Sherman,  in  oyster  business,  Reading,  Pa. 

Amos  W.  B.  Gombar,  in  grocery  store,  522  Market  street,  Philadelphia. 
Theodore  Jordan,  leaf-lard  factory.  Nineteenth  and  Market  streets,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Jane  H.  Rhodes,  cook,  in  institution. 

Jeremiah  Shay,  Piston’s  saw-works.  Front  and  Laurel  streets,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Edward  L.  Fisher,  telegraphing,  Norristown,  Pa. 

Louisa  Schleygls,  sewing,  in  institution. 

Mary  J.  Pavis,  domestic  service,  826  North  Twenty-third  street,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Sarah  E.  Felton,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Millersville,  Pa. 

Harry  L.  Jones,  rvith  his  guardian,  *718  Selfridge  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Louisa  L.  Lee,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Millersville,  Pa. 

Mary  A.  W alton,  assistant,  in  institution. 

Howard  E.  Adams,  cigar-maker,  Parby  road.  West  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Elizabeth  "Wilson,  vest-maker,  1514  Montrose  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


UNIONTOWN. 

Eva  J.  Malick,  attending  State  Normal  School,  California,  Pa, 
Harvey  Younkin,  with  his  grandfather. 

Anthony  B.  Blackburn,  farming. 

Eva  Clawson,  with  her  mother. 

Rachel  Gamble,  with  her  mother. 

Jackson  Luckey,  farming. 

Caroline  Robinson,  domestic  service,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

John  R.  Miller,  farming. 

Belle  Ralph,  with  her  mother. 

DeLeon  Davis,  learning  trade. 

Captain  L.  Nichols,  learning  trade. 

Curtain  Haley,  miner. 

-Josiah  Burke,  on  a railroad. 

Mary  J.  Bolton,  with  her  mother. 

"William  H.  Maxwell,  miner. 

Charlotte  E.  Harkens,  attending  school. 

Blanche  Morris,  knitting. 

Benjamin  F.  Pearson,  miner. 

Annie  E.  Heckard,  domestic  service,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

David  C.  Reed,  attending  school,  Dunbar’s  Camp,  Pa. 

Annie  Johnston,  with  her  mother. 

Charles  Mechling,  learning  trade. 


r* 


WHITE  HALL  SCHOOL. 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  oe  Soldiers’  Orphans. 

Laura  Maj’iiaixl,  with  her  mother,  Dittslnirgh,  Pa. 

Ida  Horner,  with  her  mother,  Somerset  county,  I’a. 
Thomas  Waddington,  miner. 

Mary  McCullough,  with  her  mother,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Silas  Solomau,  farming. 

Hany  McCurdy,  attending  school,  Dunliar’s  Camp,  Pa. 
Missouri  Heinliaugh,  with  her  mother,  Ursiua,  Pa. 
Christina  Gray,  with  her  mother,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Anna  McCullough,  attending  school. 


■WHITE  HALL. 

Sarah  J.  Zerbe,  with  her  mother,  Dalmatia,  Pa. 

John  Croft,  farming,  Saxton,  Pa. 

Edmund  Tovey,  miner,  Danville,  Pa. 

II.  Alice  Nelson,  with  her  mother,  Cessna  station.  Pa. 

Samuel  S.  Jarrett,  learning  saddler  trade,  Montgomery  station,  P 
John  Chapman,  farming,  Rossville,  Pa. 

Joseph  Robbins,  blacksmithing.  Bower,  Pa. 

William  W.  Prosser,  with  his  mother,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Susan  I.  Hornbaker,  dress-making,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

AVilliam  M^ingard,  Machinist,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Jacob  Michael,  wdth  his  mother,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Rossa  A.  Friday,  with  mother,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Isaac  P.  Helfrick,  attending  college,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Morris  A.  Stum,  tinner,  Newville,  Pa. 

William  H.  Test,  farming,  York  Haven  station.  Pa. 

Margaret  A.  Ricedorf,  preparing  to  teach,  Donnelly’s  Mills,  Pa. 
.lohn  L.  Geiser,  blacksmithing,  Newport,  Pa. 

Jennie  Garrich,  clerking  in  store,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Harvey  S.  Givler,  messenger,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

David  B.  Sherbon,  farming.  Marietta,  Pa. 

James  Koons,  laborer,  Mechanicsbnrg,  Pa. 

Lemuel  M'^alker,  farming.  West  Virginia. 

Albert  W.  Harshberger,  clerk,  Clearfield  county.  Pa. 

William  E.  Lemon,  farming,  Cumberland  county.  Pa. 

Charles  F.  Hoover,  painting,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Ida  Mansberger,  with  her  mother,  Mt.  Wolf,  Pa. 

•lames  D.  Parker,  farming,  Hustonville,  Pa. 

Lizzie  Simmon,  preparing  to  teach,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

George  Condo,  laborer,  Bainbridge,  Pa. 

Martha  E.  Rarey,  preparing  to  teach,  Mt.  Wolf,  Pa. 

Almeda  K.  Herring,  with  her  uncle,  Indiana. 

David  Spahr,  blacksmithing,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Emma  C.  Turner,  preparing  to  teach,  Danville,  Pa. 
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LOYSVILLE  OEPHAN  HOME. 

Margaret  Moreland,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Shippensburg,  Pa. 
Samuel  ITuggins,  laborer,  Mansville,  Perry  county.  Pa. 

William  Hughes,  laborer,  Fastoria,  Blair  county.  Pa. 

Robert  M.  Layton,  teaching,  McAlleveys  Fort,  Huntingdon  county.  Pa. 
Philip  Shearer,  with  his  mother,  Shermansdale,  Pa. 

Ueorge  P.  Shearer,  with  his  mother,  Shermansdale,  Pa. 

Lena  L.  Corbon,  married  AVilliam  Fair,  Petersburgh,  Pa. 

Catharine  Chesnut,  domestic  service,  Perrysville,  Pa. 

Lincoln  Moyer,  with  his  mother,  Hartleton,  Pa. 

Gwiiin  Little,  learning  trade,  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

Adam  Brunor,  laborer,  Neff’s  Mills,  Huntingdon  county.  Pa. 

Joseph  M.  Davis,  Avith  his  mother.  Sinking  Valley,  Blair  county.  Pa. 
Stephen  G.  Coxey,  with  his  guardian,  Bellville,  Mifflin  county.  Pa. 
Daniel  H.  Kriner,  with  his  mother,  Mooresburg,  Montour  county.  Pa. 
Franklin  Osman,  blaeksmithing,  Landisburg,  Pa. 

George  H.  Sands,  attending  school.  New'  Bloomfield,  Pa. 

John  Glazier,  laborer,  Lewistowm,  Pa. 

John  Witmyre,  carpenter,  Milheim,  Centre  county.  Pa. 

Daniel  Wiser,  laborer.  Shade  Gap,  Huntingdon  count}'.  Pa. 


ST.  PAUL’S  ORPHAN  HOME. 

Elizabeth  E.  A.  Martin,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Bdinboro’,  Pa. 
Ephraim  J.  Steel,  with  his  mother,  Butler,  Pa. 

George  M.  Snow. 

Catharine  M.  George,  with  her  mother,  Petrolia,  Pa. 

Mdlliam  J.  J.  McCutcheon,  wdth  his  mother,  Delmont,  Pa. 


ST.  PAUL’S  ORPHAN  HOME,  BUTLER. 
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ORPHAN  SCHOOL  DIRECTORY— 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orph.uns. 
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II.  FORM  FOR  ORPHAN  SCHOOLS. 


(Class  Ko.  1.) 


Application  for  Admission. 

To  J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM,  Su'pevintendent  of  destitute  Orphans  of  deceased 
Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  : 


I,  as do  hereby  apply  for  an  order  for 

education  and  maintenance,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
entitled  “ An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  accept  the  donation  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,”  approved  the  6th  day  of  May,  1864, 
and  of  the  act  to  i)rovide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  orphans 
of  the  deceased  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  State,  approved  March  22, 
A.  I).  1865  ; and  on  condition  of  the  granting  of  said  order,  and  in  con- 
sideration of  the  education  and  maintenance  of  the  orphan  above  named, 
according  to  the  plan  ailopted  for  canying  said  acts  into  effect,  I do 
hereby  resign  and  transfer  to  said  Superintendent,  and  to  his  successors 
in  oflice,  the  custody,  care,  and  control  of  said  orphan,  for  said  purpose, 
till  ....  arrival  at  the  full  age  of  sixteen  years,  with  the  full  right  to 
put  or  bind  . . . out  on  . . arrival  at  said  age,  for  such  employment  or 

trade,  to  such  employer  or  master,  and  during  such  term  as  said  super- 
intendent shall  then  select,  with  the  written  assent  of  said  orphan  and 
mj^self. 

In  furtherance  whereof,  I hereto  append  the  following  statement  of  facts 
in  relation  to  said  orplian,  with  my  signature  and  affidavit  thereto. 

* 

P.  0. 


Witness  present:  t 


County^  Pa,. 

) 

) 


Statement. 

The  above  named was  born  on  tlie day  of 

eighteen  hundred  . . . . ; now  resides  in common 

school  district, county.  Pa.;  is  the  ...  of 

and is  in  destitute  circumstances,  bei?  g dependent  for 

support  on he  father  of  - this 

orphan  was  an  actual  resident  of , in  this 

State,  where,  in  the  montli  of 7 186  , he into 


1 
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Superintendent  of  Soldiers,  Orphans. 
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the regiment and  I in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  at in on  the  . . . day  of 

,186  , being  then  in  rank  a 

The  said  father  was  of  the denomination  in  religion, 

and  the  subscriber  accordingly  desires  that  his  orphan  shall  be  trained 
up  in  the  same  creed  and  observances. 

Pa.,  SS: 

Personally  appeared  before  me, in  and  for  said  county, 

the  above  subscribed , who  being  duly  . , . does  say 

that  the  facts  set  forth  iu  the  foregoing  statement  are  true  to  the  best  of 
. . knowledge  and  belief.  In  testimony  whereof,  I have  hereto  set  my 

hand  and  seal,  this  ....  day  of , 187 

[seal.] 


Certificate  by  School  Directors. 


Common  School  District, 

County^  Pa. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  foregoing  application  and  statement  were 
duly  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  of  the  above  named  district,  and 
having  been  carefully  examined  are  found  to  be  true  and  correct,  so  far  as 
the  facts  are  known  to  this  board.  The  orphan  therein  named  is  accord- 
ingly recommended  as  a proper  person  for  education  and  maintenance, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  on  the  subject. 

Signed  and  attested,  by  order  of  the  board,  this  . . day  of  . . .187  . 

President. 


Secretary. 


Note. — If  the  mother  has  re-married,  this  application  must  be  executed  by  a guar- 
dian. 

*The  mother  or  guardian  must  sign  at  both  these  places. 

fTwo,  if  mark  is  made. 

JIf  the  father  died  after  being  discharged,  the  certificate  of  a regular  physician,  cer- 
tifying under  oath  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  father  died  of  a disease  contracted  in  the 
service,  must  accompany  the  application. 


(Class  No.  2.) 

Application  for  Admission. 

To  J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM,  Superintendent  of  Destitute  Orphans  of  Deceased 
Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania : 

Sir:  I,  as  the  father  of do  hereby  apply 

for  an  order  for  . . . education  and  maintenance,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  “ An  act  authorizing  the  Glovernor  to  ac- 
cept the  donation  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,”  approved  the 
6th  day  of  May,  1864,  and  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  destitute  orphans  of  the  deceased  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  State, 
5 Sol.  Orp. 
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approved  March  22,  A.  D.  1865,  and  its  supplements ; and  on  condition  of 
the  granting  of  said  order,  and  in  consideration  of  the  education  and 
maintenance  of  the  child  above  named,  according  to  the  plan  adopted  for 
carrying  said  acts  into  effect,  I do  hereby  resign  and  transfer  to  said  Su- 
perintendent and  to  his  successors  in  office,  the  custody,  care,  and  control 
of  said  child,  for  said  purpose,  till  . . . arrival  at  tlie  full  age  of  sixteen 
years,  with  the  full  right  to  put  or  bind  . . . out  on  . . . arrival  at  said 
age,  for  such  employment  or  trade,  to  such  employer  or  master,  and  during 
such  term,  as  said  Superintendent  shall  then  select,  with  the  written  assent 
of  said  child  and  myself. 

In  furtherance  whereof,  I hereunto  append  the  following  statement  of 
facts  in  relation  to  said  child,  with  my  signature  and  affidavit  thereto. 

Witness  present : * 

) P.O. 

i County.  Pa. 

Statement. 

My  son, was  born  on  the day  of 

eighteen  hundred  and ; he  now  resides  with  me 

in common  school,  district, county, 

Pennsylvania. 

In  consequence  of 

t (Here  state  fully  the  character  of  wounds  or  sickness,  and  extent  of  disability.) 


I am  now  in  destitute  circumstances,  and  am  unable  to  afford  the  said 

proper  education  and  maintenance. 

I was  an  actual  resident  of county,  in  this  State,  where, 

in  the  month  of 186  , I enlisted  into  company  .... 

regiment,  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  by  reason  of 
(Here  state  fully  tlie  cause  of  your  discharge  from  the  service.) 


was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  at 


on  the day  of 186  , being  at  the 

time  in  rank  a 

I would  further  state  that  I am  of  the denomination  in 


religion,  and  accordingly  desire  that  this  child  shall  be  trained  up  in  the 
same  creed  and  observances. 

* 


, Pa.,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me, in  and  for  said 

county,  the  above  subscribed who  being  duly 


does  say,  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  statement 

are  true  to  the  best  of  ...  . knowledge  and  belief.  In  testimony  where- 
of, I have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  ....  day  of 181 

[seal.] 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 


Physician’s  Certificate. 

I,  the  undersigned,  a practicing  physician  in  the  above  named  common 
school  district,  hereby  certify  that  I have  carefully  examined  the  said 

, and  find  the  extent  of  the  disability  as  described  in 

the  foregoing  statement. 


Certificate  by  School  Directors. 


Common  School  District^ 

County^  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  hereby  certified,  that  the  foregoing  application  and  statement  were 
duly  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  of  the  above  named  district,  and 
having  been  carefully  examined,  are  found  to  be  true  and  correct,  so  far 
as  the  facts  are  known  to  this  board.  The  child  therein  named  is  accord- 
ingly recommended  as  a proper  person  for  education  and  maintenance, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  on  the  subject. 

Signed  and  attested,  by  order  of  the  Board,  this  . . day  of  . . , 181  . 

, President. 


, Secretary. 


* Sign  your  name  at  both  places, 
t Two,  if  mark  is  made. 

t State  fully  the  character  of  the  sickness,  the  nature  of  the  wounds,  or  extent  of 
disability. 


Application  for  a Discharge. 

To  J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM,  Superintendent: 

Sir:  I,  the of do  hereby  make  application  for 

h . . discharge  from  the  custody,  care,  and  control  which  you  now  possess 
by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  “ An  act  to  provide  for  the  continuance  of  the 
education  and  maintenance  of  the  destitute  orphans  of  the  deceased  sol- 
diers and  sailors,  and  the  destitute  children  of  permanently  disabled  sol- 
diers and  sailors  of  the  State,”  approved  April  9,  1861,  in  furtherance 
whereof,  I hereto  append  the  following  statement  of  facts,  with  signature 
and  affidavit  thereto : 

Statement. 


The  above  named was  born  on  the  . . . day  of  . . . 18  . 

and  was  a resident  of county.  State  of  Pennsylvania,  where 


application  for  admission  to  school  was  made,  and  is  at  this  time  a pupil 

in  the 

And  I further  declare  that  my  reasons  for  asking  for  the  discharge  of 

said  child  are 

And  further,  that  I now  have  in  my  possession  ample  means  for  h . . 
education  and  maintenance. 

....  and  subscribed  before  me, 
this  . . . day  of 181 


. . P.  0. 
County,  Pa. 
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Certificate  by  School  Directors. 


Common  School  District, 

County^  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  hereby  certified,  that  the  foregoing  application  and  statement  were 
duly  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  of  the  above  named  district,  and 
having  been  carefully  examined,  are  found  to  be  true  and  correct,  as  far  as 
the  facts  are  known  to  this  board.  The  orphan  therein  named  is  accord- 
ingly recommended  for  discharge,  under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  on  the 
subject. 

Signed  and  attested,  by  order  of  the  board,  this  . . day  of  . . . . 181 

President. 


Secretary. 


Form  of  Affidavit. 


I 


SS; 


Pennsylvania,  j 

Personally  appeared  before  me , of 

w'ho,  being  duly according 

to  law,  doth  depose  and  say  that  the  annexed  bill  is  correct,  and  that  the 
prices  charged  are  those  agreed  upon  by  contract  with  the  State,  and  no 
more;  that  no  commission,  abatement  or  allowance  has  been  or  is  to  be 
made  to  any  party  to  the  contract ; that  the  children  charged  for  were  ac- 
tually present  and  in  school  during  the  time  charged  for,  except  when 
absent  at  regular  vacations,  on  physician’s  certificate  of  disability,  without 
leave  not  exceeding  thirty  daj's,  of  which  absence  the  State  Superintendent 
has  been  duly  informed,  or  by  order  of  the  State  Superintendent;  and  that 
when  absent  without  leave  they  were  returned  at  the  expense  of  the  insti- 
tution, in  the  shortest  possible  time;  and  that  the  Superintendent  of  Sol- 
diers’ Orphan  Schools  has  no  pecuniary  interest  in  the  Soldiers’  Orphan 
School  of  which  I am  the  principal  or  manager,  for  the  iieriod  covered  by 
the  annexed  account  against  the  State ; and  further  deponent  saith  not. 

and  subscribed  before  me, } 

this day  of 18  j 


Form  of  Application  for  Admission  to  a Normal  School,  No.  1. 

J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools: 

Sir  : I, having  been  honorably  discharged 

181  , from  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  School  at 

at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  desiring  to  become  a teacher 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 


6!) 


in  the  common  schools  of  the  State,  hereby  make  application  for  admission 

into  the  State  Normal  School  at I’a., 

under  the  provisions  made  by  laiv  for  that  purpose.  If  admitted,  1 pledsje 
myself  to  obey  the  regulations  of  the  sehool,  and  to  pursue  my  studies  with 
diligence. 

181  . 


Recommendation. 

The  undersigned,  principal  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  School  at  ...  . 

, hereby  recommends , 

whose  post-office  address  is , for  admission 

into  a State  Normal  School,  believing  that  ....  disposition  and  talents 
specially  fit for  a teacher. 


r r incipal. 


Form  of  Application  for  Admission  to  a Normal  School,  No.  2. 


To  J.  P.  WlCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  : 


Sir  : I, , whose  post-office,  address  is 

, having  attended  the  State  Normal  School 

under  your  order,  for  the  term  of 

weeks,  ending  181  , hereby  make 

application  for  admission  during  a second  term. 


181 


Recommendation. 

The  undersigned,  principal  of  the  State  Normal  School 

hereby  certifies  that 

was,  while  under  his  charge,  diligent  in  study 

and  correct  in  deportment ; and  that possesses  those  natural 

and  acquired  qualifications  which  in  a special  manner  fit for  a 

teacher. 


Principal. 


. 181 
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Order  of  Admission  to  a Normal  School. 


To 


, Principal  of  State  Normal  School: 


, Pa. 

Please  admit . . , a soldier’s  orphan,  into  your 

school  to  he  boarded,  instructed,  and  furnished  with  text-books,  according 
to  contract,  for  one  year  from  date  of  entrance,  unless  removed  by  my 
order.  As  soon  as  the  orphan  shall  have  been  admitted,  you  will  be  kind 
enough  to  inform  me,  by  letter,  stating  the  date  of  admission. 

The  design  of  sending  this  orphan  to  a normal  school  is,  that  .... 
may  be  fully  prepared  to  teach  in  the  common  schools  of  the  State  ; and 
you  will  therefore  adopt  such  a course  of  study  and  discipline  for  . . . 
as  in  your  judgment  will  best  conduce  to  that  end. 

Yours,  respectfully. 


, Superintendent. 

Harrisburg,  Pa., 187  . 


Diploma  for  Soldiers’  Orphans. 

The  following  is  the  form  adopted  for  diplomas  to  soldiers’  orphans  : 
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(Form  No.  1.) 

Normal  School  Report  and  Receipt  on  Account. 


State  Normal  School, 


J.  P.  WlCKERSIIAM, 


Pa., 


Suj)erintendent  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools: 


187 


Sir  : The  following  soldiers’  orphans  were  admitted  into  this  school,  by 

your  order,  for  the  term  beginning 181  , at  the  dates  set 

opposite  their  names,  respectively,  and  are  being  instructed  and  cared  for, 
as  provided  by  law,  and  by  contract  with  your  Department: 


• ■ 1 

Principal. 


Receipt. 

Received,  181  , of  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Superin- 
tendent of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools,  the  sum  of on  account, 

being  an  advance  payment  of  one  half  the  amount  charged  for  the  term, 
at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  ($3  00)  per  week,  for  the  tuition,  boarding,  and 
text-books  furnished  the  soldiers’  orphans  above  named,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act,  approved 181  . 


Principal. 
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Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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(Form  No.  2. ) 

Normal  School  Report  and  Receipt  in  Full. 

State  Normal  School, 
Pa., 187  . 

J.  P.  WlCKERSIIAM, 

Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools: 

Sir  : The  following  is  the  account  of  the  soldiers’  orphans  who  have 
attended  this  school  by  your  order,  during  the  term  ending  ....  187  : 


No. 


Name. 


Date  of 
entrance. 


Date  of  No.  of 
leaviiiff.  weeks. 


Amount  charged 
per  Aveek. 


Dolls. 


Cts. 


Total. 

Dolls.  ! Cts. 


Total  amount, $ 

Received  on  account,  

Amount  due, 


Receipt. 

Received , 187  , of  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Superin- 
tendent of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools,  the  sum  of in  full  for 

the  tuition,  boarding,  and  text-books  furnished  the  soldiers’  orphans  above 
named,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act,  approved 187. 


Principal. 
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Form  of  Physician’s  Statement. 

(Form  No.  1.) 

To  be  executed  in  case  the  Father  is  Deceased. 

I am  a physician  in  regular  practice,  and  now  reside  at 

county,  Pa.  I attended  professionally  the  late 

the  father  of 

in  his  late  illness,  and  for previously ; and  I hereby  certify 

that  he  died 187  , of 

a disease  which  the  following  circumstances  2:)rove  that  he  contracted 
while  in  the  service  of  the  IJnited  States,  during  the  late  war  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  Rebellion. 

[Here  give  the  fullest  possible  history  of  the  case,  stating  in  particular  whether  the  deceased  was 
afflicted  with  the  disease  of  which  he  died  Avhile  in  the  army,  whether  he  was  ever  in  a hospital,  on  Its 
account,  whether  it  was  the  cause  of  his  discharge,  and  continued  to  afflict  him  continually  or  at  inter- 
vals to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  whether  he  drew  a pension.] 

............  . ' . . . m’  D.  ' 

, Pa.,  ss; 

Personally  appeared  before  me, in  and  for  said  county, 

the  above  subscribed , a physician  in  good  standing,  who 

being  duly  ....  does  say,  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing 
statement  are  true,  to  the  best  of  . . . knowledge  and  belief. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  . . . 
day  of ,187  . 

[seal.] 

Note.— Only  one  of  this  form  need  be  executed  in  a family  of  children. 

(Form  No.  2. ) 

To  be  executed  in  case  the  Father  is  Sick  or  Disabled. 

I am  a physician  in  regular  practice,  and  now  reside  at 

county.  Pa.  I have  made 187  , a careful 

professional  examination  of , and  find  his  sickness  or 

disability  to  be  as  follows: 

Here  state  fully  the  character  of  wounds  or  sickness,  and  extent  of  disability. 

I further  certify,  that  the  sickness  or  disability  of  the  said 

was  caused  while  in  the  service  of  the  IJnited  States,  or 

in  consequence  of  that  service. 

M.  D. 

Pa.,  ss.- 

Personally  appeared  before  me, in  and  for  the  said  county, 

the  above  subscribed , a physician  in  good  standing,  who 

being  duly  ....  does  say,  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  state- 
ment are  true,  to  the  best  of  . . knowledge  and  belief. 

In  testimonv  whereof,  I have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  .... 
day  of , 187  . 

[seal.] 


Note.— Only  one  of  this  form  need  be  executed  for  a family  of  children. 
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Weekly  Report. 

Soldiers’  Orphan 


187  . 


To  J.  P.  Wickersham, 

Superintendent  Soldiers'  Orpjhan  Schools: 

Sir:  The  following  report  is  submitted  for  the  week  ending  . . 187  . 


Number  on  roll  as  per  last  report, 
Number  admitted  on  order,  . . . 


Number  admitted  on  transfer. 


Total,  

Number  discharged  on  age. 


Number  discharged  on  order. 


Number  discharged  on  transfer. 


Deaths, 

Total  on  roll,  . . . 
Number  absent  with  leave. 


Number  absent  without  leave. 


Number  present,  males  . . . , females,  . . . , total. 


Note. — The  blanks  to  be  filled  in  all  cases  with  names  and  dates. 


Principal. 
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Quarterly  Report. 

. . . . Soldiers’  Orphan 


187 


To  J.  P.  Wickersham, 

Superintendent  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools: 

Sir:  The  following  report  is  submitted  for  the  quarter  ending  . . 187  : 


I.  Statistical  Summary. 

Number  admitted  from  commencement  on  order,  . . . 
Number  admitted  from  commencement  on  transfer, 

Total, 

Number  discharged  from  commencement  on  age,  . . . 
Number  discharged  from  commencement  on  transfer,  . 
Number  discharged  from  commencement  on  order,  . . 
Deaths, 

Total, 

Number  remaining  on  roll, 187  ...  . 

II.  Quarterly  Report. 

Number  on  roll  as  per  last  quarterly  report, 

N umber  admitted  on  order, 

Number  admitted  on  transfer, 

Total, 

Number  discharged  on  age, 

Number  discharged  on  order, 

Number  discharged  on  transfer, 

Deaths, 

Number  remaining  on  roll, 187  . . . . 

Number  absent  with  leave, 

Number  absent  without  leave, 

Number  present,  males,  . . ; females,  . . . ; total,  . 


Note. — Accompanying  this  report  there  must  be  sent,  on  sheets  the  same  size  as  this 
form,  a report  from  the  physician  of  the  institution,  and  lists  as  follows : 

1.  List  of  children  discharged,  with  dates  and  causes. 

2.  List  of  children  transferred,  with  dates. 

3.  List  of  deaths,  with  dates  and  diseases  causing  the  same. 

4.  List  of  children  admitted,  with  dates. 

5.  List  of  absentees,  with  the  date  of  leaving  school  and  returning,  and  cause  of 

absence. 

6.  List  of  teachers. 

7.  List  of  employees. 

8.  List  of  notable  visitors. 

The  Superintendent  will  also  be  thankful  for  any  additional  information  that  may 
be  calculated  to  increase  his  knowledge  of  the  condition  and  working  of  the  institu- 
tion. 


, Principal. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Keport  of  Out-Door  Relief. 


187 

To  J.  P.  Wickersham, 

Superintendent  Orphan  Schools: 

Sir:  I, trustee  of 

a soldiers’  orphan  child,  hereby  present  the  following  report  for  the  past 
six  months; 

Age  of  child, — 

Whole  amount  of  money  received  from  the  State  on  his  account,  . 

Amount  received  at  the  last  payment, 

How  the  last  amount  received  was  expended, 


How  the  child  has  been  employed  during  the  last  six  months. 


Length  of  time  he  has  attended  school  during  the  last  six  months, 


Trustee. 

Received , 187  , of  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Super- 
intendent of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools, dollars,  for  relief 

of , a soldiers’  orphan  in  destitute  circum- 
stances, for  the  six  months  ending 187  - 


Trustee. 
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Inspection  Report. 


To  J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  Soldiers'  Orphans  Schools: 
Sir  : — The  following  is  the  report  of  my  inspection  of  the 
made 


187 


187 


Grounds. 

Extent,  

Condition  of  gi'onnds  and  sur- 
roundings,   


Building'S. 

Condition  as  to  repair, 

r,  T..  . f Culinary  dep’t., 

Condition  as  to  \ ^ ’ 

IT  i School  rooms,  . 

cleanliness : ) ’ 

f Dormitories, 

Adaptation  to  the  purpose,  . . . 

Furniture. 

General  condition  of  furniture,  . 
Condition  of  beds  and  bedding,  . 
Condition  of  tables  and  table  fur- 
niture, . . . 

Condition  of  school  furniture,  . 

Children. 

Number  of  children  present,  . . 

Condition  as  to  health, 

Condition  as  to  cleanliness,  . . . 
Condition  as  to  morals,  .... 

Food. 

Condition  of  the  food, 


Clothing. 


Condition  as  to  quantity,  . 
Condition  as  to  quality,  . 


The  School. 

Number  of  teachers,  . . . . 
Character  of  the  teaching,  . 

I Advancement  of  the  pupils,  . 
Discipline, 


; Reading : 


No.  of  books  in 
library,  . . 

I No.  of  periodi- 
cals  taken,  . 


Industrial  Facilities. 

Number  of  employes, 

Condition  of  the  indus-)  Boys’, 
tries : ) Girls’, 

I ’ 

! Moral  and  Religious  Advantages. 

Moral  and  religious  condition  of 
the  institution, 


i The  Institution  as  a Whole. 

Condition  of  the  institution  as  a 
whole, 


Improvement  Since  Previous  Visit. 

Degree  of  progress  in  improve- 
ment,   


Miscellaneous  Remarks. 


Inspector  S.  0.  Schools. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 


79 


Instructions  to  Inspectors. 

1.  Except  where  positive  results  are  required,  the  inspectors  will  fill  up 
the  blanks  with  the  numbers  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7,  meaning,  respectively, 
very  good,  good,  tolerably  good,  middling,  rodher  poor,  poor,  very  poor. 

2.  The  inspectors  are  directed  to  point  out,  on  the  spot,  to  the  author- 
ities of  the  several  institutions,  what  they  may  think  requires  amendment, 
and  insist  upon  the  needed  changes. 

3.  Details  which  cannot  be  properly  expressed  in  the  report  should  be 
promptly  communicated  to  the  superintendent,  either  in  person  or  by 
letter. 
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IV.  OFFICIAL  CmCULAIlS. 


Official  Circular,  No.  1. 

School  Department,  Orphan  Schools, 

Harrisburg,  June  i,  1871. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  the 

Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes ; 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  May  21,  1811,  the  undersigned 
has  been  entrusted  with  the  supervision  of  the  soldiers’  orphans  of  the 
Commonwealth,  with  ■whom,  from  the  present  date,  all  official  business 
appertaining  thereto  must  be  transacted. 

While  this  delicate  trust  has  not  been  sought,  coming,  as  it  is  believed 
it  does,  wdth  the  good  will  of  all  concerned,  it  is  assumed  with  a full  sense 
of  its  importance,  and  the  most  sincere  desire  to  administer  it  in  such  a 
way  as  to  secure  the  orphans  of  our  dead  heroes  the  greatest  measure  of 
good  possible  from  a benefaction,  which,  in  the  breadth  of  its  liberality, 
has  no  parallei  in  the  liistory  of  this  or  any  other  country.  In  this  noble 
work  I hope  to  have  the  active  and  earnest  cooperation  of  all  concerned 
in  the  management  of  the  trust,  and  the  sympathy  of  the  public. 

The  immediate  attention  of  those  interested  is  asked  to  the  following 
special  directions : 

1.  All  clothing  for  the  pupils  in  the  several  institutions  will  hereafter 
be  furnished  by  the  principals  or  managers  of  the  same,  subject  as  to  its 
kind,  quality,  and  quantity,  to  the  control  of  the  Supei’intendent.  Ac- 
counts for  clothing,  wiien  presented  for  settlement,  must  be  accompanied 
by  sworn  statements  as  to  their  accuracy. 

2.  All  clothing  to  be  purchased  for  the  quarter  commencing  with  the 
date  hereof,  will  be  substantially  the  same,  in  kind,  as  heretofore.  Such 
changes  as  it  shall  be  found  advisable  to  make  will  be  made  known  in  time 
to  carry  them  into  effect  at  the  beginning  of  the  quarter,  commencing 
September  next. 

3.  All  children  now  in  the  schools  over  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  all 
others,  as  soon  as  they  reach  that  age,  must  be  promptly  discharged.  No 
exception  can  be  made,  under  the  present  law,  in  favor  of  those  who  have 
been  in  the  schools  a less  time  than  two  years. 

4.  The  vacation  for  the  present  year  will  commence  on  Friday,  July  28, 
and  continue  until  Friday,  September  8.  The  annual  examination  at  the 
several  schools  will  take  place  during  the  two  or  three  weeks  preceding 
the  vacation. 
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5.  A meeting  of  principals,  managers,  inspectors,  and  others  interested 
in  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  schools  will  be  called  at  an  early  day  at  Harris- 
burg. 

6.  The  Superintendent  expects  to  bo  able  to  visit  every  institution  in  the 
State  in  which  there  are  soldiers’  orphans  under  instruction  before  the 
coming  vacation.  Having  prepared,  in  1864,  at  the  request  of  Governor 
Curtin,  the  original  plan  for  the  education  and  maintenance  of  soldiers’ 
orphans,  after  which,  in  their  main  features,  all  subsequent  plans  have  been 
modeled,  he  feels  not  only  a formal  or  public,  but  a deep,  personal  interest 
in  the  success  of  the  system,  and  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  promote  it. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  No.  2. 

Department  op  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  June  37,  1871. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes: 

The  present  school  year  will  end  on  Friday,  the  28th  of  July. 

The  annual  examinations  will  take  place  at  the  several  schools  and 
homes  during  the  two  or  three  weeks  preceding  that  date.  Each  exam- 
ination may  continue  as  many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  it  shall 
deem  advisable,  but  the  time  of  holding  the  examination  must  be  made  to 
include  the  day  of  visitation  by  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  examinations  will  be  conducted  mainly  by  the  principals  or  super- 
intendents and  teachers  of  the  respective  schools  and  homes,  who,  at  their 
close,  will  report  to  this  department,  in  the  form  prescribed,  the  names  of 
the  pupils  in  the  different  grades  and  in  each  class  of  the  same,  and  the 
relative  standing  of  each  pupil. 

For  the  purpose  of  witnessing,  to  the  greatest  practicable  extent,  the 
examinations,  and  learning  the  degree  of  faithfulness  with  which  the  work 
of  instruction  has  been  carried  on,  representatives  from  this  department 
will  be  present  at  the  several  institutions  on  certain  days,  as  follows  : 

The  Superintendent. 

At  Children’s  Home,  Lancaster,  Monday  morning,  July  17. 

At  Northern  Home,  Twenty-third  and  Brown  sti’eets,  Philadelphia,  Tues- 
day, July  18. 

At  Lincoln  Institution,  308  South  Eleventh  street,  Philadelphia,  Wednes- 
day, July  19. 

At  Church  Home,  Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  July  19. 

At  Bridgewater,  Bucks  county,  Thursday,  July  20. 

At  Chester  Springs,  Chester  county,  Saturday,  July  22. 

At  Mt.  Joy,  Lancaster  county,  Monday  afternoon  and  evening,  July  24. 

6 Sol.  Orp. 
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Wliile  in  Philadelphia,  the  Superintendent  will  also  make  brief  visits  to 
the  other  institutions  in  which  there  are  soldiers’  orphans. 

Inspector  Rev.  C.  Cornforth. 

At  P.  and  A.  Orphan  Asylum,  Allegheny  city,  Tuesday,  July  18. 

At  Uniontown,  Fayette  county,  Wednesday,  July  19. 

At  Episcopal  Church  Home,  Lawrenceville,  Thursday,  July  20. 

At  Home  for  Friendless,  Allegheny  city,  Thursday,  July  20. 

At  Phillipsburg,  Beaver  county,  Friday,  July  21. 

At  Dayton,  Armstrong  county,  Monday,  July  24. 

At  Mercer,  Mercer  county,  Wednesday,  July  20. 

At  Titusville,  Crawford  county,  Thursday,  July  27. 

At  Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  Friday,  July  28. 

James  L.  Paul,  Esq.,  Chief  Clerk  Orphans’  Schools. 

At  Andersonburg,  Perry  county,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

At  Loysville,  Perry  county,  Wednesday,  July  26. 

At  York,  York  county,  Thursday,  Jidy  27. 

Deputy  Superintendent  Houck. 

At  Womelsdorf,  Berks  county,  Monday,  July  24. 

At  White  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

At  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne  county,  Wednesday,  July  26. 

At  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  Thursday,  July  27. 

Rev.  O.  H.  Miller,  School  Department. 

At  Cassville,  Huntingdon  county,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

At  McAlisterville,  Juniata  county,  Thursday,  July  27- 

Samuel  Gle^nn,  County  Superintendent,  Butler  County. 

At  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

The  Superintendent  will  probably  attend  some  of  the  examinations  with 
Messrs.  Houck,  Miller,  and  Paul.  He  has  now  arranged  to  be  at  White 
Hall  and  McAlisterville. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  will  be  present  at  a number  of  the 
examinations,  as  will  also,  it  is  hoped.  His  Excellency  Governor  Geary, 
and  the  several  members  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

It  is  hereby  recommended — • 

1st.  That  the  examinations  be  so  arranged  at  the  different  schools  and 
homes  as.  to  close  on  the  day  the  State  authorities  have  appointed  to  be 
present. 

2d.  That  the  examination  be  public. 

3d.  That  superintendents,  directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools, 
members  of  superintending  committees,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges 
of  the  courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  citizens  who  are  interested  in  the 
noble  work  of  educating  our  orphan  children,  of  the  proper  localities,  be 
specially  invited  to  attend  and  take  part  in  the  examinations. 
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4th.  That  every  arrangement  be  made  beforehand  necessary  to  facilitate 
the  examinations. 

The  regulations  heretofore  issued  from  this  department,  concerning  va- 
cation, remain  in  force,  and  must  be  conformed  to  by  all  concerned. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Su'pei'intendent. 


Official  Circular,  Ifo.  3. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  August  1871. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers’’  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes: 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  appropriation  bill  of  1811,  the  amounts 
allowed  the  several  institntions  for  the  education  and  maintenance,  in- 
cluding clothing,  of  soldiers’  orphan  children  for  the  present  year,  are  as 
follows  : 

To  the  institutions  named  below,  $150  will  be  allowed  for  each  child 
above  ten  years  of  age,  and  $115  for  each  child  of  less  than  that  age,  viz  ; 
Dayton,  Philipsbnrg,  White  Hall,  Uniontown,  Cassville,  McAlisterville, 
Mount  Joy,  Harford,  Mansfield,  Titusville,  Chester  Springs,  Bridgwater, 
Emails,  Andersonbnrg,  Mercer,  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  and  Lincoln 
Institution. 

To  the  several  homes  and  asylums  that  have  never  received  any  appro- 
priations from  the  State,  $100  will  be  allowed  for  each  child  of  legal  age. 

To  the  several  homes  and  asylums  that  have  received,  at  any  time,  ap- 
propriations from  the  State,  $1 15  will  be  allowed  for  each  child  of  legal  age. 

It  will  be  seen  upon  examination  that  these  allowances  are  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  act,  and  they  cannot  be  departed  from.  The  authorities 
of  the  several  institutions  must  govern  themselves  accordingly  in  making 
ont  their  bills. 

A full  account  of  all  pnrchases  for  clothing  must  be  kept,  and  also  of 
all  clothing  issued  to  each  child,  but  these  accounts  need  not  be  presented 
to  this  department  for  settlement  until  near  the  close  of  the  year. 

No  bill  will  be  approved  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Auditor  Gleneral 
for  payment  until  the  institution  presenting  it  has  on  file  all  reports  due 
the  department. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 
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Official  Circular,  No.  4. 

Department  op  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  September  15^  1871. 

To  the  Trustees  of  Soldiers'  Orphans  Receiving  Partial  Out- Door  Relief : 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  following  information  and 
directions  for  managing  jmur  trust: 

1.  Under  the  appropriation  act  of  1811,  no  expense  for  orphan  children 
recehdng  partial  ont-door  relief,  incurred  prior  to  Junel,  1811,  can  be  now 
paid  without  a special  future  appropriation.  Such  bills,  however,  remain- 
ing unsettled  by  the  late  administration,  may  be  sent  to  this  department, 
where  they  will  be  filed  to  await  the  action  of  the  Legislature. 

2.  Payments  of  this  kind  will  be  made  hereafter  on  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber and  the  first  of  March,  each  for  six  months,  the  first  six  months  ending 
December  1,  and  the  second  June  1. 

3.  Before  payments  are  made,  the  de})artment  will  require  the  blanks  in 
the  prescribed  form  of  report  to  be  filled  up  .and  forwarded,  accompanied 
with  a receipted  bill  for  the  amount  agreed  upon. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  No.  5. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  September  15.,  1871. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes: 

Your  .attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  following  directions: 

I.  clothing. 

1.  General  Rules  in  Regard  to  Clothing. — First,  the  clothing  for  the 
respective  sexes  must  be  uniform  in  each  institution.  Second,  the  boys’ 
clothing  must  be  military  in  style.  Third,  the  clothing  must  be  seasona- 
ble, good  in  kind,  and  sufficient  in  quantity  for  Sunday  and  every  day 
wear  and  for  weekly  changes. 

2.  Kinds  of  Clothing. — In  the  matter  of  the  kinds  of  clothing,  much  is 
left  to  the  judgment  and  taste  of  the  authorities  of  the  difierent  schools 
and  homes ; but  they  are  expected  to  provide  their  children  with  at  least 
one  suit  in  substantial  conformity  to  the  following  suggestions : 

For  BOYS,  a West  Point  gra.y  cadet  suit.,  consisting  of  pants.,  with  black 
stripes  down  the  sides ; jacket.,  buttoned  to  the  neck,  American  Eagle  or 
Pennsylvania  State  buttons;  cap.  gray,  to  match  suit.  Or.,dark  navy  blue 
suit.,  consisting  oi pants  and  jacket.,  m.ade  same  as  described  in  gray  suit; 
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cap,  dark  blue,  to  match  suit.  Or,  darh  blue  jacket  and  light  Kersey  grants, 
made  in  military  style,  with  caj),  dark  blue,  to  match  suit. 

For  GIRLS,  in  winter,  a dress  of  black  alpaca-poplin,  trimmed  with  blue 
or  red ; or  alpaca-poplin,  wine  color,  blue  or  plaid,  trimmed  wdth  same 
material  as  quillings  or  bands  ; black  cloth  coat ; winter  hat.  In  summer, 
a dress  of  white  drilling',  pink  calico,  gingham  or  delaine  ; straw  hat., 
neatly  trimmed,  and  summer  sacque. 

3.  Price  List  for  Making  Clothing  and  Mending  Shoes. — Until  further 
orders,  the  prices  allowed  for  making  clothing  and  mending  shoes  will  be 
as  follows  : 


FOB  GIRLS. 

FOR  BOYS. 

Sundav  dresses, 

. . 60  cents. 

Pants,  winter, 

. . 65  cents. 

Every-day  dresses, 

. . 40 

U 

Jackets,  winter, 

. , 1 10 

Chemises, 

. . 15 

u 

Pants,  summer,  lined,  . . 

. . 40 

U 

Drawers, 

. . 15 

n 

Pants,  summer,  unliued,  . 

, . 30 

it 

Aprons,  low, 

. . 8 

u 

.Jackets,  summer,  lined. 

. . 50 

it 

Aprons,  with  bodies,  .... 

. . 16 

u 

Jackets,  summer,  unlined. 

. . 40 

it 

Skirts,  

. . 20 

(( 

Shirts,  muslin, 

. . 35 

it 

Skirts,  with  bodies, 

. . 30 

u 

Shirts,  woolen, 

. . 30 

it 

FOR 

MENDING  SHOES. 

For  pair  of  half-soles,  . . . . 

. . 60  cents. 

For  each  patch,  ... 

...  .7  cents. 

For  pair  of  heel-taps,  . . . . 

. . 20 

u 

For  each  seam  sewed,  . . 

. . . . 3 

it 

For  each  toe-tap, 

. . 10 

No  allowance  will  be  made  for  mending  clothing. 


4.  Mode  of  Keeping  Clothing  Accounts. — The  authorities  of  the  several 
schools  will  have  to  keep  two  clothing  accounts  : First,  an  Invoice  Account, 
in  which  must  be  kept  the  amounts  i)aid  for  clothing,  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  clothing,  together  with  the  charges  made  for  making  clothing  and 
mending  shoes.  Youchers  must  be  kept  corresponding  with  the  amounts 
paid  out.  These  amounts,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  must  equal  $25,  multi- 
plied by  the  average  number  of  children  in  the  institution  above  ten  years 
of  age,  plus  $19  16,  multiplied  by  the  average  number  of  children  below 
that  age.  Second,  an  Issue  Roll,  in  which  each  child  is  carefully  charged 
with  every  article  issued  to  him,  and  all  the  shoe-mending  he  has  had  done. 
The  issue  roll  must  show  that  the  average  valne  of  the  clothing  and  mend- 
ing of  each  child  in  the  institution  above  ten  years  of  age,  for  the  year,  is 
$25  ; and  of  that  for  each  child  below  ten  years  of  age,  it  is  $19  16.  Of 
the  children  above  ten  years  of  age,  each  child  must  receive  at  least  twenty- 
one  dollars  ($21)  worth  of  clothing;  and  of  those  below  ten  years,  each 
child  must  receive  at  least  sixteen  dollars  ($16)  worth.  Copies  of  the  in- 
voice account,  with  vouchers  and  bills,  and  of  the  issue  rolls,  must  be  for- 
warded to  the  department  at  the  close  of  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 
These  need  not  be  in  duplicate. 

These  directions,  as  to  clothing,  except  so  far  as  the  general  rules  relat- 
ing to  it  and  the  kinds  suggested  are  concerned,  have  no  reference  to  the 
homes  which  receive  only  $100  and  $115  for  the  instruction  and  mainte- 
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nance  of  each  chihh  In  their  case,  the  children  must  be  clothed  subject  to 
inspection,  and  no  special  accounts  for  clothing  need  be  kept  or  rendered. 


II.  RULES  RELATING  TO  CHARGES. 

1.  Children  discharged  or  ti'ansferred  may  be  charged  for  until  they 
leave  the  institution. 

2.  No  charge  c n be  allowed  for  children  until  they  actually  enter  the 
institution. 

3.  No  allowances  for  pay  can  be  made  for  children  entering  an  institu- 
tion without  orders. 

4.  Children  who  are  absent  more  than  thirty  days,  either  with  or  without 
leave,  except  at  the  regular  vacations,  are  not  to  be  charged  for  without 
the  consent  of  the  State  Superintendent. 

III.  FOOD. 

No  regular  bill  of  fare  will  be  prescribed.  All  the  schools  and  homes 
will  certainly  provide  food  for  their  children  that  is  proper  in  variety, 
healthy  in  kind,  and  sufficient  in  quantity,  and  nothing  more  is  desired. 

IV.  SLEEPING  APARTMENTS. 

Care  must  be  taken  that  the  sleeping  apartments  are  all  well  ventilated 
aendnot  over-crowded.  The  beds  and  bedding  must  be  clean  and  comfortable. 

V.  INDUSTRIES. 

As  soon  as  possible  there  should  be  organized  in  all  the  schools  and 
homes  some  means  of  giving  systematic  employment^  botli  in  winter  and 
summer,  to  the  children  during  working  hours.  Mere  job  or  chore  work 
does  not  furnish  the  required  industrial  discipline.  The  work  done  will 
form  a feature  at  the  next  annual  examination. 

VI.  MILITARY  TACTICS. 

Drills  in  military  tactics  must  be  systematically  kept  up  in  all  the  insti- 
tutions where  there  are  boys  over  ten  years  of  age.  The  boys  in  all  the 
schools  will  be  expected  to  be  iproficient  in  the  “ School  of  the  Company  ” 
by  the  next  examination. 

VII.  COURSE  OP  STUDY. 

The  branches  now  taught  in  the  different  grades  will  be  continued,  with 
the  addition  of  object  lessons  in  the  first  four  grades,  and  grammar  in  the 
eighth  grade.  The  extent  to  which  each  branch  shall  be  studied  in  the 
several  grades  is  left  to  the  teachers.  Progress  will  be  measured  more  by 
the  proficiency  of  the  pupils  in  the  several  branches,  as  exhibited  to  the 
inspectors  and  at  the  examination,  than  by  the  number  of  books  or  parts 
of  books  they  have  passed  over.  Due  attention  should  be  given  to  vocal 
music,  the  writing  of  original  compositions,  and  drawing. 


Ex.  Doc.l 
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VIII.  INSTRUCTION. 

The  teachers  emplo3"ed  should  be  skillful.  Special  attention  should  be 
paid  to  the  manner  of  teaching  the  jmunger  pupils.  Above  all,  the  children 
should  be  trained  morall3'.  Thej'  should  live  in  a moral  atmosphere.  The 
example  of  noble  Christian  lives  should  be  constantly  before  them.  Every 
day'  should  witness  their  rising  to  a higher  moral  plane.  The  end  that 
should  be  kept  constantly'  in  view  by'  all  connected  with  the  education  of 
these  soldiers’  orphans,  is  to  make  them,  not  so  much  good  scholars,  as 
good  citizens  and  good  men  and  women. 

I shall  expect  to  learn  very  soon  that  a well  organized  Sabbath  school 
has  been  established  in  connection  with  every  school  and  home  in  the 
State  where  that  good  work  has  not  been  already'  done. 

IX.  REPORTS. 

The  department  will  hereafter  require  reports  as  follows : 

1.  Weekly  and  quarterly  reports,  for  which  printed  forms  will  be  fur- 
nished. 

2.  An  annual  instruction  report,  similar  to  the  one  made  the  present  year. 

3.  An  annual  report  in  writing^  giving  an  account  of  the  progress  and 
improvement  made  during  the  y'ear,  and  the  sanitary,  industrial,  educational, 
and  moral  condition  of  the  institution,  together  with  the  history'  of  indi- 
vidual children,  so  far  as  may'  be  necessary',  to  show  the  character  of  the 
work  done,  and  any  additional  information  that  it  may'  be  desirable  to 
communicate.  Abstracts  of  these  reports  will  be  printed  in  the  annual 
report  of  the  department. 

All  reports  due  the  department  from  any  institution,  must  be  on  file  in 
the  form  required  before  its  bills  are  approved. 

X.  children  who  have  left  school. 

The  authorities  of  the  difierent  institutions  are  enjoined  to  use  their  best 
efforts  to  obtain  suitable  employ'inent  for  the  children  leaving  school  at  the 
age  of  sixteen,  to  keep  up  a correspondence  with  them,  to  bring  them  back 
to  the  institution  at  stated  times  ; in  short,  to  be  fathers  to  the  fatherless, 
that  the  noblest  benefaction  ever  made  by’  a Christian  State  may'  produce 
its  richest  fruit. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 
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Official  Circxilar,  No.  6. 

School  Department,  Orphan  Schools, 

Harrisburg,  3Iarch  ii,  187'2. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  : 

1.  Your  bills  for  tlie  current  quarter,  the  last  quarter  of  the  present 
school  year,  must  be  accompanied  ivith  the  required  clothing  accounts. 
These  will  consist,  first,  of  an  invoice  account,  presenting  a full  detailed 
statement  of  all  imrchases  of  clothing  and  all  moneys  paid  out  or  charges 
made  on  account  of  clothing  during  the  year.  This  statement  should  be 
plainly  written  on  one  side  of  sheets  of  foolscap  paper.  An  inventory  of 
the  stock  on  hand  should  be  appended.  Second,  of  an  issue  roll,  in  which 
each  child  is  carefully  charged,  at  their  cost  prices,  with  the  articles  he  has 
received.  Forms  will  be  furnished  for  this  purpose.  In  this  connection, 
attention  is  called  to  paragraph  4,  of  Circular  No.  5. 

2.  The  annual  written  and  instruction  reports  now  required  from  each 
institution  must  be  on  file  here  by  the  1st  of  August.  The  written  re- 
ports, if  not  exceeding  in  length  three  pages  of  the  report  of  the  Dejiart- 
rnent,  will  be  published  in  full.  These  reports  should  give  brief  accounts 
of  the  progress  and  improvement  made  during  the  year,  and  the  sanitary, 
industrial,  educational,  and  moral  condition  of  each  institution,  and  anj’’ 
additional  information  that  may  be  deemed  desirable. 

3.  Bach  school  will  be  expected  to  furnish,  with  the  reports  named  above, 
as  complete  a list  as  it  is  practicable  to  prepare,  of  all  children  who  have 
gone  from  it  at  the  age  of  sixteen,. and  stating  hoiv  they  are  now  employed 
in  the  manner  of  the  partial  lists  contained  in  the  last  annual  report  of  this, 
department. 

4.  All  the  schools  will  be  visited  and  carefully  inspected  by  both  the 
inspectors  during  the  current  quarter,  and  no  further  bills  from  any  one 
will  be  paid  unless  a paper,  signed  by  these  officers,  shall  be  placed  on  file, 
certifying  that  it  is  in  all  respects  in  a satisfactory  condition  ; or  in  the 
absence  of  such  paper,  unless  by  personal  inspection,  the  Superintendent  is 
convinced  that  the  institution  is  managed  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  law  and  the  directions  of  this  Department. 

5.  A beautiful  diploma  for  the  “Sixteeners”  is  now  being  engraved,  and 
it  is  expected  will  be  ready  for  delivery  in  a few  weeks. 

(5.  The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  schools  will  take  place  this 
year  about  the  usual  time.  Details  will  be  made  known  in  another  circular. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


Ex.  Doc.] 
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Official  Circiilar,  No.  7. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  June  17^  1872. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and 

Homes : 

Vacation  this  year  will  commence  on  Monday,  Jul}’  22,  and  continue  till 
Monday,  September  2,  six  weeks. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  daj^s  as  those  direetl}'  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  the 
visitation  of  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling- 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper ; and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examination  in  the  lower  classes  to 
some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more  gen- 
eral examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils  soon 
to  leave  the  institutions. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  as  last  year,  by  the 
officers  of  the  several  schools  and  homes,  and  forwarded  to  this  Department. 


Special  Examinations. 

The  inspectors.  Rev.  C.  Cornforth  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  flutter,  will  hold  a 
special  examination  at  the  Lincoln  Institution,  308  South  Eleventh  street, 
Philadelphia,  on  Wednesday,  June  26. 


Examinations  at  the  Homes. 

The  inspectors  will  also  visit  the  several  homes,  and  examine  the  pupils 
as  follows : 

Catholic  Home,  Philadelphia,  Thursday,  June  21,  a.  m. 

St.  John’s  Orphan  Asylum,  Philadelphia,  Thursday,  .June  21,  p.  m. 
Industrial  School,  Philadelphia,  Friday,  .June  28,  a.  m. 

Church  Home,  Philadelphia,  Friday,  .June  28,  p.  m. 

Orphan  Home,  Germantown,  Saturday,  .June  29,  A.  m. 

St.  Vincent  Asylum,  Tacony,  Saturday,  June  29,  P.  M. 

Lancaster  Home,  and  St.  James’  Orphan  Asylum,  Lancaster,  Monday, 
July  1. 

York  Home,  York,  Tuesday,  July  2,  a.  m. 

Pittsburg  and  Allegheny  Orphan  Asylum,  Allegheny,  Wednesday,  .Jul}^  3. 
St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Friday,  July  5. 

Episcopal  Church  Home,  Pittsburg,  Saturday,  July  6,  A.  m. 

Home  of  the  Friendless,  Allegheny,  Saturday,  .July  6,  p.  m. 

The  Superintendent  will  be  at — 

Orphan  Home,  Womelsdorf,  Friday,  .July  5. 
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Examinations  at  the  Schools. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend — 

At  Andersonburg,  Perry  county,  Wednesday,  July  19. 

At  Loysville,  Perry  county,  Wednesday  evening  and  Thursday  morning, 
July  10  and  11. 

At  Cassville,  Huntingdon  county,  Friday,  July  12. 

At  Philipshui’g,  Beaver  county,  Wednesday,  July  It. 

At  Mercer,  Mercer  county,  Friday,  July  19. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  Uniontown,  Fayette  county,  Monday,  July  8. 

At  Dayton,  Armstrong  county,  Wednesday,  July  10. 

At  Titusville,  Crawford  county,  Friday,  July  12. 

At  Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  Tuesday,  July  16. 

At  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  Thursday,  July  18. 

Wilkesbarre  Home,  Friday,  July  19. 

White  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  Saturday,  .Jul3"20. 

Deputy  State  Superintendent  Houck  will  attend — 

At  Chester  Springs,  Chester  county,  Tuesday,  July  16. 

At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  July  11. 

At  Bridgwater,  Bucks  county,  Thursday,  July  18. 

At  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster  county,  Friday,  July  19. 

Mr.  J.  N.  Beistle,  of  the  School  Department,  will  attend — 

At  McAlisterville,  Juniata  county,  Thui’sday,  July  18. 

Several  county  superintendents  and  other  gentlemen  not  named  will 
take  part  in  the  examinations. 

Mrs.  B.  B.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  will  attend  a number  of  the  examina- 
tions at  the  schools,  and  invitations  to  be  present  will  be  extended  to  His 
Bxcellency  Governor  Geary  and  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite  specially  the  presence  of  directors 
and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  superintending  committees, 
members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  courts,  clergymen, editors,  and  such 
other  citizens  of  the  several  localities  as  have  interested  themselves  in  the 
work  of  educating  our  orphan  children. 

The  examinations  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable  at  9,  A.  M.,  and 
2,  p.  M.  Bvery  arrangement  should  be  made  beforehand,  to  prevent  un- 
necessary delay. 

The  regulations  for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKBRSHAM, 
Superinten  dent. 


Ex.  Doc.] 
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Special  Circular. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  May  9,  1872. 


Principal  Soldiers'  Orphan  School  at ; 

Dear  Sir:  Dnder  an  act  of  the  recent  session  of  the  Legislature,  I 
propose  to  place,  near  the  first  of  September  next,  about  fifteen  soldiers’ 
orphans  of  proper  age  and  qualifications  in  the  State  Normal  School,  with 
the  design  of  training  them  for  teachers. 

My  purpose  in  writing  is  to  ask  you  to  make  this  fact  as  widely  known 
among  those  who  are  or  have  been  pupils  at  jmur  school  as  may  be  practi- 
cable, and  report  to  this  Department,  from  time  to  time,  the  names  of  such 
competent  persons  as  may  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  so 
generously  offered  them  by  the  State  of  preparing  for  a noble  profession. 
All  names  sent  in  should  be  accompanied  with  testimonials  of  scholarship, 
character,  and  fitness. 

The  conditions  on  which  pupils  will  be  admitted  into  the  normal  schools 
on  this  foundation  are  the  following : 

1.  They  must  be  over  sixteen  years  of  age. 

2.  All  their  expenses  for  boarding,  tuition,  and  text-books  will  be  paid. 
Any  other  expenses  they  must  pay  for  themselves. 

3.  They  must  agree  to  remain  at  school  for  at  least  one  year. 

They  must  agree  to  be  directed  in  their  studies  by  the  faculty  of  the 
school  to  which  thej^  are  sent,  and  by  this  Department. 

Very  respectfully, 

j.  P.  WICKEDSHAM, 

Superin  tenden  t. 


Official  Circular,  No.  8. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  June  9,  1873. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes: 

Vacation  this  year  will  commence  on  Monday,  July  21,  and  continue 
till  Monday,  September  1,  six  weeks. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  the 
visitation  of  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper ; and  it  is  hereby 
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directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examination  in  the  lower  classes  to 
some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils 
soon  to  leave  the  institutions. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  as  last  year,  by  the 
officers  of  the  several  schools  and  homes,  and  forwarded  to  this  Depart- 
ment. 

Special  Examinations. 

Special  examinations  have  already  been  held  by  the  Superintendent,  at 
the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute  and  the  Lincoln  Institution,  Philadelphia. 

Examinations  at  the  Homes. 

The  inspector  will  visit  the  several  Homes,  and  examine  the  pupils,  as 
follows  : 

Pittsburg  and  Allegheny  Orphan  Asylum,  Allegheny,  Monday,  June  16. 
St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Tuesday,  June  11. 

Home  of  the  Friendless,  Allegheny,  Wednesday,  June  18,  A.  m. 

Episcopal  Church  Home,  Pittsburg,  Wednesday,  June  18,  p.  M. 

York  Home,  York,  Friday,  June  20. 

Catholic  Home,  Philadelphia,  Monday  June  23,  A.  m. 

St.  John’s  Orphan  Asylum,  Philadelphia,  Monday,  June  23,  p.  M. 
Industrial  School,  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  June  24,  A.  M. 

Church  Home,  Pliiladelphia,  Tuesday,  June  24,  p.  M. 

Orphan  Home,  Grermantown,  Wednesday,  June  25,  a.  m. 

St.  Yincent  Asylum,  Tacony,  Wednesday,  June  25,  P.  M. 

The  Superintendent  will  be  at  Lancaster  Home,  Lancaster,  Monday, 
July  *7,  A.  M. 

Deputy  Superintendent  Houck  will  be  at  Orphan  Home,  Womelsdorf, 
Tuesday,  July  8,  a.  m. 

Examination  at  the  Schools. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend — 

At  Chester  Springs,  Chester  county,  Tuesday,  July  8,  A.  M. 

At  Bridgewater,  Bucks  county,  Wednesday,  July  9. 

At  McAlisterville,  Juniata  county,  Friday,  July  11. 

At  White  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  Tuesday,  July  15. 

At  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster  county,  Thursday,  July  17. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  Mercer,  Mercer  county,  Tuesday,  July  8. 

At  Titusville,  Crawford  county,  Wednesday,  July  9. 

At  Dayton,  Armstrong  county,  Friday,  July  11. 

At  Cassville,  Huntingdon  county,  Tuesday,  July  15. 

At  Andersonburg,  Perry  county,  Thursday,  July  17. 

At  Loysville,  Perry  county,  Friday,  July  18. 

Prof.  Robert  Curry,  Assistant  Deputy  Superintendent,  will  attend — 

At  Phillipsburg,  Beaver  county,  Tuesday,  July  15. 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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At  Uniontown,  Fayette  county,  Thursday,  July  17. 

Colonel  James  L.  Paul,  Chief  Clerk,  will  attend — 

At  Wilkesharre  Home,  Luzerne  county,  Tuesday,  July  15,  a.  m. 

At  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  Wednesday,  July  16. 

At  Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  Friday,  July  18. 

Several  county  superintendents  and  other  gentlemen  not  named  will  take 
part  in  the  examinations. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  will  attend  a number  of  the  examina- 
tions at  the  schools,  and  invitations  to  be  present  will  be  extended  to  His 
Excellencjq  Governor  Hartranft,  and  Colonel  Robert  B.  Beath,  commander 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  wdll  form  a feature 
in  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copi’ -books  should  be  ready  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public  ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite  specially  the  presence  of  direct- 
ors and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  superintending  commit- 
tees, soldiers,  members  of  the  legislature,  judges  of  the  courts,  clergymen, 
editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities  as  have  interested 
themselves  in  the  work  of  educating  our  orphan  children. 

The  examinations  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable  at  9,  a.  m.,  and 
2,  p.  >1.  Every  arrangement  should  be  made  beforehand,  to  prevent  un- 
necessary delay. 

The  regulations  for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM. 

Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  No.  9. 

Department  of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.  April  8,  187 Jf. 

To  the  Mothers.,  Guardians,  and  Friends  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphans  of  the 

School  at  Cassville  : 

Herewith  you  will  receive  the  furlough  granted  the  children  placed 
at  your  request  in  the  school  at  Cassville.  Tlie  school  has  been  closed  by 
legislative  authority,  and  it  has  been  thought  best  to  allow  the  children 
who  have  been  attending  it,  the  privilege  of  visiting  their  homes  and  con- 
sulting with  their  friends  before  being  transferred  elsewhere.  The  State 
will  see  to  the  payment  of  the  cost  of  travel  in  making  the  visit,  for  all  who 
report  promptly  upon  receiving  the  order  of  transfer,  at  the  end  of  the 
time  for  which  the  furloug-h  is  granted. 

The  selection  of  schools  in  which  these  orphans  may  receive  instruction 
for  the  remaining  years  until  they  shall  be  sixteen,  the  Superintendent  will 
leave  to  your  own  choice,  if  expressed  within  two  weeks  after  the  receipt 


94 


Annual  Repoet  of  the 


[No.  9, 


of  this  circular ; but  if  you  neglect  to  mention  within  the  time  named,  a 
school  to  which  you  would  prefer  to  have  those  under  your  care  transferred, 
the  one  wliich  is  thought  the  most  convenient  or  suitable  will  be  designated 
here  and  the  transfer  ordered. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a copy  of  the  Orphan  School  Directory,  which 
will  furnish  any  needed  information  in  regard  to  the  location,  principal, 
and  mode  of  reaching  the  several  institutions  now’  in  operation  as  Orphan 
Shools. 

The  Superintendent  expects  a ready  and  willing  compliance  with  his  direc- 
tions by  all  concerned,  giving  in  return  the  assurance  that  nothing  will  be 
left  undone  on  his  part  to  secure  the  future  welfare  of  the  children. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  No.  10. 

Department  op  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harriburg,  June  3,  1874- 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes; 

Yacation  this  year  w’ill  commence  on  Monday,  July  20,  and  continue  till 
Tuesdajr,  September  1,  six  weeks.  All  the  children  must  return  to  school 
promptly  at  the  end  of  the  vacation,  as  a reduction  will  hereafter  be  made 
in  the  case  of  those  who  remain  away  even  for  a short  time.  The  “ thirty 
day  ” rule  will  no  longer  be  applied  to  this  class  of  absences. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as  many 
days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but  the  time 
of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  visitation 
by  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  wdien  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper ; and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examination  in  the  lower  classes 
to  some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils 
soon  to  leave  the  institution. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  as  they  were  last  year, 
by  the  officers  of  the  several  schools  and  homes,  and  forwarded  to  this 
■ department. 


Special  Examinations. 

Special  examinations  have  already  been  held  by  Inspector  Cornforth,at 
the  Lincoln  Institution,  Educational  Home  for  Boys,  Church  Home,  Cath- 
olic Home,  St.  John’s  Orphan  Asylum,  Industrial  School,  Germantown 
Orphan  Home,  and  St.  Yincent  Asylum. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 


95 


Annual  Examinations. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend — 

At  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  Tuesday,  July  1,  A.  M. 

At  Titusville,  Crawford  county,  Thursday,  July  9,  A.  m. 

At  Dayton,  Armstrong  county,  Frida jq  July  10,  p.  m.,  and  a part  of  Sat- 
urday. 

At  Uniontown,  Fayette  county,  Monday,  July  13,  P.  M.,  and  a part  of  Tues- 
day. 

At  Phillipsburg,  Beaver  county,  Wednesday,  July  15,  a.  m. 

At  Mercer,  Mercer  county,  Thursday,  July  16,  a.  m. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  York  Home,  York,  Wednesday,  .June  10,  A.  M. 

At  Lancaster  Home,  Lancaster,  Tuesday,  June  16,  A.  M. 

At  Womelsdorf  Home,  Womelsdorf,  Thursday,  .June  18,  a.  m. 

At  Pittsburg,  and  Allegheny  Orphan  Asylum,  Weduesday,  .June  24,  a.  m. 
At  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Thursday,  .June  25,  P.  M. 

At  Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  Tuesday,  July  T,  A.  M. 

At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  J’hiladelphia,  Thursday,  July  9,  A.  M. 

At  Bridgewater,  Bucks  county,  Friday,  July  10,  A.  >i. 

At  Chester  Springs,  Chester  county,  Saturday,  .July  11,  A.  m. 

At  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster  county,  Monday,  .Jul}'  13,  A.  M. 

At  White  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  Tuesday,  .July  14,  a.  m. 

At  McAlisterville,  Juniata  county,  Wednesday,  .July  15,  A.  M. 

Deputy  State  Superintendent  Houck  will  attend — 

At  Andersonburg,  J’erry  count}-,  Wednesday,  .July  15,  A.  M. 

At  Loysville,  J^erry  county,  Thursday,  .July  16,  A.  >i. 

Deputy  State  Superintendent  Curry  will  assist  the  Superintendent  at 
several  examinations  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  The  county  super- 
intendents of  the  counties  where  the  examinations  are  held  will  take  part 
in  them. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  Lady  Inspector,  will  be  present  at  a number  of  the 
examinations,  as  will  also,  it  is  hoped.  His  Excellency,  Governor  Hartranft, 
and  members  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  inspec- 
tion. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public  ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite,  specially,  the  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  superin- 
tending committees,  soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities 
as  have  interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  educating  our  orphan  children. 

The  examinations  in  the  forenoon  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable 
at  nine,  A.  m.,  and  those  in  the  afternoon  at  two,  p.  m.  J^very  arrangement 
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should  be  made  beforehand,  to  prevent  unnecessary  delay.  The  regula- 
tions for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  No.  11. 

Department  op  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  September  30,  1874-  ■ 
To  the  Mothers,  Guardians,  and  Friends  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphans  of  the 

School  at  Titusville : 

The  Titusville  school  has  been  closed.  Another  orphan  school  may  be 
opened  at  Titusville,  or  the  children  recently  at  school  there  may  be  trans- 
ferred to  other  places.  In  case  of  transfer,  your  wishes  in  respect  to  a 
school  will  be  consulted,  or  if  you  have  no  choice  in  the  matter,  the  school 
deemed  most  suitable  or  convenient  will  be  selected.  The  children  will 
not  be  kept  out  of  school  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  make 
arrangements  for  their  proper  accommodation.  As  soon  as  these  shall  be 
completed  due  notice  will  be  given. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  No.  12. 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  June  12,  1875. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  07'p>han  School  and  Homes; 

Vacation  this  year  will  commence  on  Friday,  July  2.3,  and  continue  till 
Friday,  September  3,  six  -weeks.  All  the  children  must  return  to  school 
promptly  at  the  end  of  the  vacation,  as  a reduction  will  hereafter  be  made 
in  the  case  of  those  wlio  remain  away  even  for  a short  time.  The  “ thirty 
day  rule  ” will  no  longer  be  applied  to  this  class  of  absences. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as  many 
days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but  the  time 
of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  visitation 
by  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper;  and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examinations  in  the  lower  classes 
to  some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils 
soon  to  leave  the  institution. 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  ont  as  they  were  last  year, 
by  the  officers  of  the  several  schools  and  homes,  and  forwarded  to  this 
department. 

Special  Examinations. 

Special  examinations  will  be  held  bj^  the  Inspectors  as  follows  ; 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Rochester,  Tuesday,  June  15,  p.  >i. 

At  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Wednesday,  June  Hi,  a.  m. 

At  Children’s  Home,  York,  Monday,  June  21,  A.  M. 

At  Children’s  Home,  Lancaster,  Wednesday,  June  23,  a.  m. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Germantown,  Thursday-,  June  24,  a.  m. 

At  Church  Home,  Angora,  Thursday,  June  24,  p.  M. 

At  Industrial  School,  Philadelphia,  Friday,  June  25.  a.  m. 

At  Educational  Home  for  Boj^s,  Philadelphia,  .lune  25,  P.  m. 

At  St.  .John’s  Asylum,  Philadelphia,  Saturday,  June  2(1,  a.  m. 

At  St.  Yincent’s  Asylum,  Taconj",  Saturday,  June  26,  p.  m. 

At  Catholic  Home,  Philadelphia,  Monday,  June  28,  p.  m. 

At  Lincoln  Institution,  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  .lune  29,  p.  m. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Womelsdorf,  Friday,  July  2,  a.  m. 

Reg'ular  Annual  Examinations. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend — 

At  Bridgewater,  Friday,  July  9,  A.  M. 

At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Saturday,  July  10,  a.  m. 

At  Mansfield,  Tuesday,  July  13,  a.  m. 

At  Chester  Springs,  Friday,  July  16,  a.  m. 

At  White  Hall,  Tuesdaj",  .luly  20,  a.  m. 

At  McAlisterville,  Wednesday,  July  21,  A.  M. 

At  Mount  .Joy,  Thursday,  .July  22,  A.  M. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  Andersonburg,  Tuesday,  July  6,  a.  m. 

At  Loysville,  Wednesday,  July  7,  a.  m. 

At  Harford,  Saturday,  July  10,  a.  m. 

At  Mansfield,  Tuesday,  July  13,  a.  m. 

At  Mercer,  Thursday,  July  15,  a.  m. 

At  Philipsburg,  Friday,  July  16,  a.  m. 

At  Uniontown,  Monday,  July  19,  A.  M. 

At  Dayton,  Thursday,  July  22,  A.  M. 

Deputy  State  Superintendents  Houck  and  Curry  will  assist  at  several  ex- 
aminations in  diflerent  parts  of  the  State.  The  county  superintendents  of 
the  counties  where  the  examinations  are  held  will  take  part  in  them.  Several 
principals  of  State  Yormal  Schools  have  promised  to  be  present. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  Lady  Inspector,  will  be  present  at  a number  of  the 
examinations,  as  will  also,  it  is  hoped.  His  Excellency,  Governor  Hartranft. 
and  members  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
7 Sol.  Orp. 
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of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite,  specially,  the  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  super- 
intending committee,  soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities 
as  have  interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  educating  our  orphan  children. 

The  examinations  in  the  forenoon  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable 
at  9,  A.  M.,  and  those  in  the  afternoon  at  2,  p.  M.  Every  arrangement 
should  be  made  beforehand  to  prevent  unnecessary  delay.  The  regulations 
for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  No.  13. 

Department  of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  June  2^.,  1876. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  the  Soldiers^  Orphan  Schools  and 

Homes  ; 

Vacation  this  year  will  commence  on  Friday,  .July  21,  and  continue  till 
Friday,  September  1,  six  weeks.  The  time  any  child  is  absent  from  school 
after  the  end  of  vacation,  will  not  be  paid  for  by  the  State. 

Owing  to  their  engagements  in  connection  with  the  Centennial  Exposi- 
tion, the  State  officers  do  not  expect,  as  is  their  general  custom,  to  be  pres- 
ent at  the  annual  examinations,  and  the  several  schools  and  homes  are 
left  at  liberty  to  make  their  own  arrangements  respecting  the  time  of  hold- 
ing, and  the  manner  of  conducting  them.  They  are  all  advised,  however, 
to  have  a public  examination,  to  continue  at  least  one  day.  The  reports 
of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  as  usual,  and  forwarded  promptly  to 
the  Department. 

Colonel  Cornforth,  at  his  inspection  for  the  present  quarter,  will  devote 
special  attention  to  the  work  of  the  school-room.  This,  together  with  the 
papers  prepared  for  the  Exposition,  will  furnish  the  Department  all  needed 
information  concerning  the  educational  progress  of  the  children. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  expense  the  project  is  found  to  involve,  the  contem- 
plated visit  of  all  the  orphan  children  in  a body  to  the  Centennial  Exposi- 
tion has  been  reluctantly  abandoned. 

The  regulations  for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Official  Circular,  No.  14. 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Augu.<t  26^  1S76. 

To  the  Mothers^  Guardians^  and  Friends  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphans  of  the 

School  at  Phillipshurg ; 

As  the  buildings  of  the  Soldier’s  Orphan  School,  at  Phillii)sburg,  have 
been  destroyed  by  fire,  the  vacation  of  the  children  belonging  to  that  school 
is  hereby  extended  for  four  weeks,  or  until  Friday,  September  29th.  During 
this  time  arrangements  will  be  made  to  have  the  Phillipshurg  children  ad- 
mitted into  schools  considered  the  most  accessible  and  suitable  for  them. 
Timely  notice  of  these  arrangements  will  be  given,  so  that  the  children  can 
report  promptly,  at  the  end  of  the  four  weeks,  at  the  schools  to  which  they 
may  be  assigned. 

J.  P.  WTOKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  No.  15. 

Department  of  Soldiers’  Orphans’  Schools, 

Harrisburg,  May  5,  1877. 

The  applications  for  the  admission  of  children  to  the  Soldiers'  Or- 
phan Schools,  under  the  late  acts  of  the  Legislature,  come  to  the  Dep)art- 
ment  in  great  numbers  illegal  in  form,  incomplete  and  erroneous.  These 
irregularities  almost  always  lead  to  a tedious  and  sometimes  annoying 
correspondence.  Trouble  to  all  parties  concerned,  it  is  thought,  may  be 
saved  by  observing  the  following  directions  : 

There  are  two  classes  : 

I.  Where  the  Father  is  deceased.  In  this  case  it  must  be  shown  by 
satisfactory  testimony  that  the  cause  of  the  father’s  death  can  be  traced 
directly  back  to  circumstances  connected  with  the  war — wounds,  disease, 
or  impaired  constitution.  On  this  point  the  law  is  imperative.  The  line 
of  testimony  must  extend  back  from  the  time  of  death  to  the  cause  that 
produced  it  in  the  army,  and  statements  and  affidavits  should  be  presented 
from  the  physicians  who  attended  him  at  any  time,  but  especially  from 
those  who  attended  him  while  in  the  service,  directly  after  he  left  the  ser- 
vice, and  at  the  time  of  his  death.  These  statements  or  affidavits  should 
always  contain  the  grounds  or  reasons  for  the  opinions  expressed. 
Weight  will  also  be  given  to  the  testimony  of  the  officers  under  whom  he 
served,  of  the  soldiers  who  knew  him,  or  of  responsible  citizens  acquaint- 
ed with  the  case. 

II.  Where  the  Father  is  still  living,  but  is  sick  or  disabled. 
Here  a competent  physician  must  make  a careful  professional  examination 
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of  the  ease,  and  under  oath  or  aflirination,  state  the  character  of  the  dis- 
ease or  disability,  and  the  circumstance  which,  in  his  judgment,  caused  it. 
If  thought  to  be  traceable  to  circumstances  connected  with  the  war,  the 
opinion  should  be  strengthened  b}^  other  testimony  similar  to  that  required 
as  above,  when  the  father  is  deceased.  In  other  words,  the  application 
must  contain  evidence  showing  that  the  sickness  or  disability  was  caused 
by  the  war. 

In  all  applications  it  should  be  stated  whether  the  father  was  or  is  in  re- 
ceipt of  a pension.  If  not,  why  not ; and  if  so,  the  number  of  the  pen- 
sion certificate  should  be  given.  The  laAV  requires  all  applications  to  be 
approved  by  the  proper  board  of  school  directors.  This  can  only  be 
done  when  the  board  is  in  session,  after  full  consideration,  by  a resolution 
placed  upon  the  minutes.  The  signatures  of  the  officers  of  a school 
board,  obtained  without  the  authority  of  the  board,  have  no  validity — 
they  destroy  the  legality  of  the  paper  to  which  they  are  attached.  Boards 
or  directors  are  expected  to  inquire  before  approving  an  application  as  to 
its  merits  in  all  respects. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  No.  16. 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  June  ii,  1877. 

To  the  Frincip)als  and  Managers  of  the  Soldiers^  Orjyhan  Schools  and 

Homes : 

Vacation  this  year  will  commence  on  Saturday,  July  21,  and  continue 
till  Saturday,  September  1,  six  weeks. 

All  the  children  must  return  to  school  promptly  at  the  end  of  the  vaca- 
tion, as  no  charge  will  be  allowed  for  absence  after  that  time.  The  “ thirty 
day  rule  ” applies  only  to  necessary  absences  during  term  time. 

Tlie  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as  many 
days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but  the  time 
of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  visitation 
by  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  Sate  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper;  and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  tliey  limit  the  examinations  in  the  lower  classes 
to  some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils 
soon  to  leave  the  institution. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out.  in  the  same  way  as  they 
were  made  out  last  year,  by  the  officers  of  the  several  Schools  and  Homes, 
and  forwarded  to  this  Department. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Special  Examinations. 

Special  examinations  will  be  held  by  the  Inspectors  as  follows  : 
At  Children’s  Home,  York,  Monday,  June  11,  A,  M. 

At  Children’s  Home,  Lancaster,  Thursday,  June  14,  a.  >i. 

At  Industrial  School,  Philadelphia,  Friday,  June  15,  a.  m. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Germantown,  Friday,  June  15,  A.  m. 

At  St.  Yincent’s  Asylum,  Tacony,  Saturda}*,  June  16,  a.  m. 

At  Lincoln  Institution,  Philadelphia,  Monday,  June  18,  A.  m. 

At  Educational  Home,  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  June  19,  a.  m. 

At  Church  Home,  Angora,  Tuesday,  June  19,  p.  m. 

At  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Friday,  June  22,  A.  M. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Rochester,  Tuesday,  June  26,  A.  m. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Womelsdorf,  AYednesday,  July  11,  a.  m. 


Regrular  Examinations. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend — 

At  Loysville^  Thursda}^,  July  5,  p.  m. 

At  Andersonburg,  Friday,  duly  6,  a.  m. 

At  Harford,  Tuesday,  July  10,  a.  m. 

At  Alercer,  Thursday,  July  12,  p.  M.,  and  Friday,  July  13,  a.  m. 

At  LTniontown,  Monday,  July  16,  p.  m. 

At  Dayton,  AA’'ednesday,  July  18,  p.  m. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  AIcAlisterville,  Frida July  6,  A.  m. 

At  AA^hite  Hall,  Alonday,  July  9,  a.  m. 

At  Alt.  Joy,  Tuesday,  Julj’  10,  a.  m. 

At  Chester  Springs,  Thursday,  Jul}'  12,  a,  m. 

V At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Friday,  July  13,  A.  M, 

At  Bridgewater,  Alonday,  Jul}’  16,  a.  m. 

At  Mansfield,  Thursday,  Jul}^  19,  a.  m. 

Airs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  Lady  Inspector,  Superintendents  Houck  and  Lindsey, 
and  the  clerks  in  the  department,  will  assist  at  a number  of  the  examina- 
tions in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

The  superintendents  of  schools  and  the  principals  of  State  Yormal 
Schools  will  take  part  in  the  examinations  held  in  their  several  districts. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  inspec- 
tion. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite,  especiall}’,  the  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  super- 
intending committees,  soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities 
as  have  interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  the  education  of  our  orphan 
children. 
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The  examinations  In  the  forenoon  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable 
at  9,  A.  M.,  and  those  in  the  afternoon  at  2,  p.  m.  Every  arrangement  should 
be  made  beforehand  to  prevent  unnecessary  delay.  The  regulations  for 
v^acation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


\ 


INDEX. 


Page. 
1 


9,  10 


Superintendent's  Report, 

Number  in  school, 

The  question  of  eligibility, 

Evidence  required, 

Expenses, 

Orphan  girls  at  the  Normal  schools, 

Examinations,  

Reports, 

Cuts  of  orphan  school  buildings, 

Tabular  statements, 

Closing  the  schools  in  1879, 

Comprehensive  summary, 

General  financial  statement, 

Appropriations, 

Annual  expenditures, 

Payments  made  to  the  different  institutions,  

Clothing  account, 

Expenses  of  department, 

Out-door  relief, 

Account  -with  the  State  Normal  schools, I'll 

Payments  to  Normal  schools, 

Estimates  for  the  year  1878, ^ . . . . 

General  statements, 1(,18,  19, 

Statements  concerning  the  system  the  last  year, ^1) 

Table  showing  educational  condition  of  institutions,  24,  25, 

Course  of  study,  . • • 

Reports  of  the  Inspectors, 

Report  of  Rev.  C.  Cornforth, 

Report  of  Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter, 

Extracts  from  Reports  of  the  Principals,  

Uniontown, 

White  Hall, 

Andersonburg, 

Bridgewater, 

Chester  Springs, 

Dayton, 

Harford,  

Eincoln  Institution, 

Mansfield, 

42 


McAlisterville, 

Mercer, 

Mt.  Joy,  

Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute, 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
5 

3 

5 

6 

4 
6 
6 

7 

8 
11 
12 
12 
13 

15 

16 
16 
20 
22 
26 

27 

28 
28 
30 
34 

34 

35 

36 

36 

37 
39 

39 

40 


43 

45 

45 


104  Index.  [No.  9. 

Page. 

List  of  “ Sixteeners  ” for  tlie  Year  1876, 48 

Andersonburg, 48 

Bridgewater, 48 

Chester  Springs, 49 

Dayton, 49 

Harford,  51 

Lincoln  Institution 52 

Mansfield, : 52 

McAlisterville, 53 

Mercer, 54 

Mt.  Joy, 56 

Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute, 57 

Union  town, 58 

White  Hall, 59 

St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home, 60 

Loysville, 60 

Orphan  School  Directory, 62,  63 

Forms  for  Orphan  Schools, 64 

Application  for  admission,  (Class  No.  1,) 64 

Apijlication  for  admission,  (Class  No.  2,)  65 

Application  for  discharge,  67 

Form  of  affidavit, 68 

Application  for  admission  to  a Normal  school,  (No.  1,) 68 

Application  for  admission  to  a Normal  school,  (No.  2,) 69 

Order  of  admission  to  a Normal  school, 70 

Soldiers’  orphan  diploma, 71 

Normal  school  reports  and  receipts, 72,  73 

Form  of  Physician’s  Statements,  (Nos.  1 and  2,) 74 

Form  of  Reports, 75 

Weekly  reports, 75 

Quarterly  report, 76 

Report  of  out-door  relief, 77 

Inspection  report, 78 

Official  Circulars, 80 

Circular  No.  1, . 80 

Circular  No.  2, 81 

Circular  No.  3, 83 

Circular  No.  4, 84 

Circular  No.  5, 84 

Circular  No.  6, 88 

Circular  No.  7, 89 

Special  circular, 91 

Circular  No.  8, 91 

Circular  No.  9, 93 

Circular  No.  10, 94 

Circular  No.  11, 96 

Circular  No.  12, 96 

Circular  No.  13 98 

Circular  No,  14,  . 99 

Circular  No.  15, ' 99 

Circular  No.  16, 100 


. ^ 


r.': 

r*. 


CHILD  R,EN 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1878. 


HARRISBURG: 


P 3 S. 

1^1 

I ? ' 


INDEX  TO  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Children’s  Home,  York,  . . . 
Andersonburg  School,  . . . . 
Bridgewater  School,  (colored,) 

Chester  Spring, 

Dayton  School, 

Harford  School, 

Lincoln  Institute, 

Mansfield  School, 

McAlisterville  School, 

Mercer  School, 

Mount  Joy  School, 

Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  . 

Uniontown  School, 

White  Hall  School, 

St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  . . 
Tressler  Orphans’  Home,  . . 


Frontispiece. 

34 

35 

36 

39 

41 

43 

44 

47 

48 

50 

52 

55 

56 

60 

62 


I am  under  obligations  to  Colonel  Paul,  author  of  the  history  of  Penn- 
sylvania’s Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools,  for  the  use  of  the  excellent  engrav- 
ings given  in  this  report. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 


Superintendent. 
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Harrisburg,  October  2S,  1878. 

To  His  Excellency  John  F.  Hartranft, 

Governor  of  the  Coinnionwealth  of  Pefinsylvania  : 

Sir:  Nothing  remarkable  occurred  in  the  management  of  the  Soldiers’ 
Orphan  Schools  under  the  control  of  the  State  during  the  past  year.  The 
condition  of  the  children  in  school,  physical,  intellectual,  and  moral,  is 
about  as  described  in  former  reports ; and  those  who  have  been  discharged, 
as  far  as  we  have  been  informed,  are  winning,  as  their  predecessors  have 
done,  the  good  will  of  the  people  among  whom  the}"  reside,  by  their  in- 
dustry, intelligence,  and  correct  deportment.  There  liaise  been  over  ten 
thousand  children  admitted  into  the  schools  since  their  first  establishment. 
Nearly  eight  thousand  of  these  are  now  engaged  in  making  a living  for 
themselves  in  the  various  avenues  of  business  open  to  young  American 
citizens,  thus  affording  to  the  men  wdio  projected  and  organized  our  sys- 
tem of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools,  and  who  have  guarded  it  from  harm  and 
voted  it  the  millions  of  dollars  necessary  for  its  support,  the  high  satis- 
faction of  knowing  that  their  patriotic  efforts  have  been  richly  rewarded. 
If  the  history  of  these  thousands  of  orphan  children  could  be  written, 
telling  what  they  were  and  what  they  are,  no  one  could  doubt  that  the 
State  has  made  money,  as  well  as  performed  a sacred  duty,  by  what  it  has 
done  in  their  behalf. 


Increased  Admissions. 

It  will,  doubtless,  be  observed  that  the  number  of  orphans  in  charge  of 
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the  State  on  the  1st  of  September,  1878,  was  greater  than  at  the  same  date 
the  pi'eceding  3"ear.  On  the  1st  of  September,  1877,  the  number  of  chil- 
ren  in  school  was  twenty-four  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  while  on  the  1st  of 
September,  1878,  it  was  twenty-five  hundred  and  twenty-six,  an  increase  of 
fifty-nine.  This  increase,  and  indeed  the  large  number  of  children  still  in 
school,  is  owing  to  the  legislation  of  1874,  1875,  and  1876,  admitting  child- 
ren born  since  the  1st  of  January,  1866,  forbidden  bj'^  the  act  of  1867, 
and  the  children  of  sick  and  disabled  soldiers.  At  least  three  fourths  of 
the  children  now  in  school  are  children  who  could  not  have  been  admitted 
under  the  original  acts  establishing  the  system.  It  should  be  noted,  also, 
that  the  financial  distress  prevailing  in  many  parts  of  the  State  during 
the  year  had  a tendency  to  increase  the  number  of  applications  for  admis- 
sion. 


Delicate  Duty. 

The  officers  of  the  Department  have  found  the  duty  of  deciding  upon 
the  applications  for  admission,  under  the  recent  acts,  a very  difficult  and 
delicate  one.  From  the  31st  of  May,  1877,  to  the  1st  of  Sejitember,  1878, 
they  acted  favorably  upon  eight  hundred  and  seventy-seven  applications. 
They  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  every  one  of  the  applicants,  under  the 
law,  should  have  been  admitted  into  the  schools  ; but  the  evidence  in  each 
case  is  carefully  filed,  and  is  open  to  examination.  In  addition  to  these, 
many  applications  were  rejected.  Some  of  them  were,  doubtless,  deserv- 
ing cases  ; but  the  testimony  presented  in  their  favor  was  not  deemed 
sufficient.  Here,  too,  the  papers,  on  which  the  decisions  were  based  are 
on  file.  On  the  one  hand,  the  Department  has  been  censured  by  some  of 
the  best  friends  of  the  system  for  admitting  so  man^'^  children,  and  thus 
necessitating  such  large  appropriations  to  pay  for  their  instruction  and 
maintenance,  while  on  the  other,  many  friends  of  the  children  have  found 
fault,  because  evidence  of  eligibility  was  required  that  it  was  difficult  or 
even  impossible  to  procure.  The  best  answer  that  can  be  made  to  all  par- 
ties, is  to  show  them  the  papers.  On  these  the  Department  rests  its  claim 
to  have  acted  with  due  regard,  both  to  the  interests  of  the  State,  and  to 
the  claims  of  the  class  that  in  the  case  before  us  are  the  recipients  of  its 
bounty'. 


All  Limitations  Repealed. 

The  children  of  deceased,  sick,  and  disabled  soldiers  are  now  admitted 
into  the  schools  without  discrimination,  and  without  regard  to  age.  By 
the  act  of  1874,  it  was  provided  that  all  the  schools  should  close  on  the 
1st  day  of  June,  1879;  but  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  this  re- 
striction was  repealed,  and,  unless  there  shall  be  further  legislation,  the 
schools  may  be  continued  indefinitelj'.  No  time  can  be  fixed  when  they 
will  close  for  want  of  patronage.  Such  a time  must  come,  probably 
within  ten  years  ; but  late  applications  have  been  received  for  the  admis- 
sion of  children  under  two  jmars  of  age. 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  op  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Cost  of  tlie  System. 

The  cost  of  the  system  the  past  year  was  $312,131  39.  Tlie  year  pre- 
vious it  was  $380,656  10.  The  decrease  is  $1,925  31.  The  expenditures 
exceeded  the  direct  appropriation  for  the  year  $12,131  39.  The  excess 
was  paid  out  of  the  balances  remaining  to  the  credit  of  the  Department  in 
former  years.  Of  these  balances  there  still  remain  in  the  State  Treasury 
$55,190  61. 

In  the  last  report  it  was  stated  that  the  school  at  Phillipsbiirg,  then  closed, 
claimed  a balance  of  $1,321  51.  The  account  remained  unsettled,  because 
the  Department  considered  the  claim  more  than  the  amount  justly  due. 
The  claim  was  finally  reduced  to  $1,016  16,  and  paid. 

Boys  Admitted  to  Normal  Scliools. 

For  a number  of  years  the  Legislature  has  authorized  the  use  of  $1,000 
per  annum  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  of  such  girls  leaving  the 
orphan  schools  at  sixteen  years  of  age  as  give  promise  of  success  as  teacliers. 
It  is  difficult  to  see  in  what  other  way  the  same  amount  of  money  could  do 
as  much  good.  Some  hundreds  of  young  ladies  are  now  teaching  success- 
fully in  our  common  schools,  whose  professional  education  was  obtained 
wholly  by  means  of  this  fund.  The  last  Legislature  extended  the  pro- 
vision so  as  to  give  boys  the  same  privileges,  with  respect  to  attending 
the  normal  schools,  as  girls,  but  failed  to  increase  the  appropriation.  It 
is  questionable  whether  in  this  shape  it  will  prove  of  any  benefit  to  the 
system  as  a whole,  since,  for  every  boy  it  puts  into  a normal  school  it 
must  take  out  a girl. 

Proposition  to  Establisli  an  Industrial  Scliool. 

The  last  Legislature  gave  considerable  attention  to  the  subject  of  indus- 
trial education.  Among  other  projects  considered  was  one  to  establish  a 
special  industrial  school  for  the  children  who  leave  the  orphan  schools  at 
the  age  of  sixteen.  Nothing  practical  came  of  the  discussion  ; but  if  the 
Legislature  should  deem  it  wise  to  appropriate  money  for  the  purpose,  it 
is  quite  likely  an  arrangement  can  be  made  with  the  authorities  of  the 
State  College,  in  Centre  county,  to  receive  all  properly  prepared  to  enter 
upon  a course  of  industrial  or  technical  education,  and  desirous  of  so  do- 
ing. With  such  an  arrangement,  the  plan  now  in  use  in  selecting  those 
who  are  sent  to  the  normal  schools  could  be  made  available  without  the  in- 
troduction of  any  new  machinery. 

Systematic  Industrial  Education  lyantinff. 

It  has  always  been  a source  of  extreme  regret  to  me  that  our  orphan 
schools  are  so  organized  that  a systematic  course  of  industrial  training  is 
impractical.  No  such  training  is  possible  without  shops,  and  tools,  and 
teachers,  and  these  on  a large  scale,  under  their  contracts  with  the  State, 
the  proprietors  of  the  schools  as  now  organized  are  unable  to  furnish. 
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The  State  alone  could  do  it  in  a State  institution.  True,  the  boys  in  our 
orphan  schools  do  a great  deal  of  work — woi’k  on  farms,  in  gardens,  about 
the  house  ; and  the  girls  learn  to  sew,  knit,  and  do  all  kinds  of  house  work. 
But  all  this  is  done  without  regularity — piecemeal;  and  while  it  is  good 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  industi’ious  habits,  it  does  not  go  far  in  the  way 
of  imparting  industrial  skill.  What  is  wanted  is  a more  systematic  course, 
under  skilled  teachers.  They  have  such  courses  in  the  industrial  schools 
of  Europe.  Wh}'  not  establish  them  in  America? 

Tlie  Andersonburg  Scliool. 

The  number  of  children  attending  the  school  at  Andersonburg,  Perry 
county,  had  decreased  to  snch  an  extent  during  the  past  summer  that  the 
proprietor  expressed  a willingness  to  close  the  school.  His  offer  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  Department,  and  the  children  were  promptly  transferred  to 
other  schools,  in  most  cases  chosen  by  themselves  or  their  friends.  The 
Andersonburg  school  was  established  early  in  the  history  of  the  system, 
and  always  bore  a good  reputation. 

Bridgewater. 

At  the  time  the  orphan  school  system  was  organized,  it  was  found  that 
there  were  prejudices  against  placing  colored  children  with  white  ones  in 
the  same  institution.  In  the  interest  of  colored  children,  therefore,  some 
benevolent  gentleman  of  Philadelphia  established  the  school  at  Bridge- 
water,  Bucks  county.  The  school  is  well  managed,  but  the  number  of 
children  has  so  greatlj"  decreased  that  its  managers  allege  that  it  cannot 
be  kept  open  longer  without  loss.  They  laid  their  statement  before  the 
last  Legislature,  and,  failing  to  obtain  the  aid  sought  for,  they  will  prob- 
ablj^  make  their  appearance  a second  time.  All  that  is  proper  for  me  to 
say  is,  that  I should  regret  to  see  the  school  closed,  fearing  that  the  children 
still  there,  about  fifty  in  number,  cannot  be  as  well  cared  for  elsewhere. 

Examinations. 

The  annual  examinations  and  inspections  were  held,  as  usual,  at  the  sev 
eral  schools  during  the  months  of  June  and  July.  The  Superintendent 
was  absent,  but  those  who  represented  him  and  the  inspectors  speak,  in 
the  main,  very  highly  of  the  manner  in  which  the  pupils  acquitted  them- 
selves. 

Reports. 

It  gives  ine  pleasure  to  call  attention  to  the  reports  of  the  insj^ectors. 
Colonel  Cornforth  and  Mrs.  Hntter,  published  in  this  volume,  in  their  proper 
place.  The  inspectors  visit  the  schools  as  required  by  law,  and,  of  course, 
are  fully  acquainted  with  all  the  details  of  the  condition  and  working  of 
the  schools.  Their  reports  will  be  found  to  contain  much  of  interest. 

The  principals  of  the  several  schools  also  present  reports,  still  more  de- 
tailed than  those  of  the  inspectors.  They  should  be  read  by  all  who  wish 
to  make  themselves  fully  acquainted  with  our  orphan  schools. 


5 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 

Tabular  Statements. 

The  tabular  statements  contained  in  this  report  will  be  found  very  full 
and  accurate. 

Trip  to  Europe. 

The  Superintendent  spent  four  months  during  the  past  summer  in  Europe. 
During  his  absence  the  orphan  schools  were  in  charge  of  the  officers  of  the 
Department.  Their  management  was  faithful  and  judicious.  They  deserve 
to  be  thanked  in  this  public  way. 
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TABULAR  STATEME]^TS. 

The  following  are  the  usual  tabular  statements,  giving  the  statistics  of 
the  s^’stem  and  showing  its  working  during  the  past  year: 


Compreliensire  Summary. 

N umber  of  institutions  in  which  there  are  soldiers’  orphans,  24 

Reduction  in  the  number  since  18T1 20 

Number  of  orphans  in  schools  and  home®,  May  31,  18*78,  . 2,653 

Number  admitted  on  order  from  May  31,  1877,  to  Septem- 
ber 1,  1878,  877 

Number  of  discharges  from  May  31,  1877,  to  September  1, 

1878, 970 

Number  of  orphans  in  charge  of  the  State,  Sept.  1,  1878,  2,526 

Number  of  orders  of  admission  issued  since  system  went 

into  operation,  10,351 

Number  of  orphans  admitted  since  system  went  into  opera- 
tion,   10,171 

Number  of  applications  on  file  September  1,  1878,  ...  88 

Probable  number  of  orphans  that  will  be  cared  for  under 

the  system  to  June  1 , 1879,  . . 12,000 

Cost  of  system  for  the  past  year, $372,748  05 

Whole  cost  of  the  system  since  going  into  operation,  as 

shown  by  the  several  annual  reports  to  May  31,  1878,  . 5,594,161  06 

Appropriations  made  but  unexpended, 360,000  00 


General  Financial  Statement. 

This  statement  shows  the  exact  financial  condition  of  the  Department  at 
the  end  of  the  school  year. 

The  moneys  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Department  for  the  year  end- 
ing May  31,  1878,  were  as  follows : 

State  appropriation, $360,000  00 

Unexpended  balance  for  1 877, 67,938  66 

$427,938  66 

Expended  for  education,  maintenance,  and 

clothing,  $354,705  69 

For  soldiers’ orphans  at  normal  schools,  . 6,995  94 

For  out-door  relief  and  by  special  act  for  Mrs. 

Mary  A.  Ketler, 1,067  02 

Unpaid  balance  to  Phillipsburg, 1,016  66 

Ex^jenses  of  Department,  8,962  74 

372,731  39 

Balance  in  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  Department,  . . $55,190  61 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans.  7 

As  a matter  of  interest,  I append  to  the  foregoing  statement  a list  of  the 
appropriations  made  by  the  State,  and  the  public  donations  received  for 
the  support  of  our  orphan  school  system  since  its  first  establishment,  and 
also  one  showing  the  expenditures  of  the  system  as  exhibited  in  the  sev- 
eral annual  reports. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 


When  made. 


March  23,  1865 
.April  11,  1866 
April  11,  1867  | 
Feb.  25,  1868  ! 

Feb.  25,  1868 
April  11,  1868 
Marcli  13, 1869  | 
April  14,  1869  j 
April  16,  1869 
March  31,  1870 
March  31,  1870 
April  6,  1870 
iSIay  27,  1871 
May  27,  1871 
May  27,  1871 
April  3,  1872 
April  9,  1873 
Maj''  14,  187  4 
April  12,  1875 
May  13,  1876 
April  18,  1877 
May  IS,  1878 


Character. 


Amount. 


Regular, 

Regular, 

Regular, 

Deficit, 

Deficit, 

Regular, 

Deficit, 

Damages,  Orangeville,  , 

Regular, 

Deficit, 

Deficit, 

Regular, 

Damages,  Orangeville, 

I Damages,  Jacksonville, 

Regular, 

Regular, 

Regular, 

Regular, 

I Regular,  

Regular, 

I Regular, 

Regular, 


875.000  00 

300.000  00 

350.000  00 
31,069  77 

141,561  69 

400.000  00 
50,000  00 

5,000  00 

450.000  09 
44,968  88 
44,700  00 

520.000  00 
5,000  00 
5,000  00 

520.000  00 

480.000  00 

460.000  00 

440.000  00 

400.000  00 

380.000  00 

360.000  00 
360,000  00 


Amount  of  appropriations  by  the  State, 


85,822,298  34 


DONATIONS. 


M"hen  made. 

By  whom. 

Amount. 

May  6,  1864 
June  5,  1865 
June  5,  1865 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company, 

Loyal  Association  ol  Penn’a,  Washington,  D.  C.,  . . 
A Philadelphia  teacher, 

$50,000  00 
85  06 
3 00 

Amount  of  donations, 

50,088  06 

Total  amount, 

$5,872,386  40 

If  to  this  grand  sum  be  added  the  amounts  donated  bj"  individuals  di- 
rectly to  the  schools  and  homes  for  the  use  of  the  orphans,  it  would  swell 
the  amount  many  thousands  of  dollars. 
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Annual  Expenditures. 

The  amounts  expended  in  support  of  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools  as 
shown  by  the  several  reports  have  been  as  follows : 

From  commencement  to. November  30,  1865,  ......  $103,811  66 

From  December  1,  1865,  to  November  30,  1866, 321,210  42 

From  December  1,  1866,  to  November  30,  1861, 435  080  44 

From  December  1,  1861,  to  May  31,  1868, 236  910  26 

From  -June  1,  1868,  to  May  31,  1869, 500,911  62 

From  June  1,  1869,  to  May  31,  1810,  514,126  42 

From  June  1,  1810,  to  May  31,  1811, 509,031  66 

From  June  1,  1811,  to  May  31,  1812, 415,245  41 

From  June  1,  1812,  to  May  31,  1813, 461,132  84 

From  June  1,  1813,  to  May  31,  1814,  450,819  49 

From  June  1,  1814,  to  May  31,  1815, 423,693  16 

From  June  1,  1815,  to  May  31,  1816, 402,530  21 

From  June  1,  1816,  to  May  31,  1811, 380  656  10 

From  June  1,  1811,  to  May  31,  1818, 311 ,131  39 


$5,594,161  06 


The  appropriations  made  by  the  Legislature  for  the  six  years  the  orphan 
schools  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  present  administration  amount  to 
$3,040,000  00,  and  the  expenditures  to  $2,911  ,869  92. 
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Clotliing’  Account. 

The  children  are  all  clothed  at  the  schools  ; but  the  Superintendent  is 
required  to  prescribe  the  kind  of  clothing  furnished  them,  and  to  see  that 
the}’'  receive  the  full  amount  the  law  contemplates.  The  following  is  the 
account  for  the  year.  In  the  aggregate  it  will  be  seen  that  the  schools  ex- 
pended more  money  for  clothing  than  the  amount  received  for  that  pur- 
pose from  the  State.  The  expenditures  are  all  proven  by  proper  vouchers 
placed  on  file  in  the  Department : 


School. 

Amount  al- 
lowed. 

Amount  ex- 
pended. 

1.  Andersoiiburg, 

2.  Bridgewater, 

3.  Chester  Springs, 

4.  Davton, 

5.  Harford, 

6.  Lincoln  Institution, 

7.  Mansfieid,  

8.  McAlisterville 

9.  Mercer, 

10.  Mt.  .Jov, 

11.  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  .... 

12.  Uniontovn, 

13.  White  Hall, 

?1,690  55 
1,440  86 
3,948  48 
4,745  72 
4,542  02 
2,320  93 
5,426  25 
3,784  83 
7,549  26 
5,651  63 
6,677  08 
4,344  00 
4,868  12 

f 1,766  84 
1,422  40 
3,947  54 
4,740  26 
4,592  78 
2,731  06 
5,419  05 
3,823  23 
8,108  85 
5,867  78 
13,142  32 
4,361  70 
4,901  62 

156,989  73 

?64,825  43 

Expenses  of  Department. 


By  amount  appropriated  for  inspectors  and 

clerks, ....  $6,400  00 

By  amount  appropriated  for  incidental  ex- 
penses,   2,Y50  00 


To  amount  paid  as  salaries  to  inspectors  and 

clerks, $6,400  00 

To  amount  paid  for  postage,  telegrams,  and 

expressage, 100  00 

To  amount  paid  for  printing, 108  25 

To  amount  paid  for  funeral  expenses,  . . . 300  00 

To  amount  paid  for  traveling  expenses,  . . 1,300  00 

To  amount  paid  for  furniture  and  repairs,  . 154  49 


$9,150  00 


8,962  14 


187  26 


Balance  unexpended. 
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Out-door  Kelief. 

The  law  of  1861  requires  the  Superintendent,  in  certain  cases,  to  grant 
out-door  relief,  not  exceeding  thirty  dollars  to  each  child,  to  destitute  sol- 
diers’ orphans.  The  following  is  a statement  of  what  has  been  done  under 
this  provision  of  law  during  the  past  year ; 


c 

12; 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 
31 

35 

36 

37 

38 


Name  of  Child. 


, ; Billig,  Clara  C., 
i Ware  Henry  E., 

Ware,  Mary  E., 

Ware,  James  F., 
i Shirk,  Elizabeth, 
McGarr,  Clai-a  B,,  . . 
Dibble,  Norton  E.,  . . 

I Bricker,  William  H.,  . 

Cannon,  Francis  L.,  . 

! Menser,  Isaac  E.,  . . 

1 Peiuvell,  Geo.  McC.,  . 
McNeill,  Annie  C.,  . . 
j Carter,  H.  R.,  . . . . 

I Reame,  John  E.,  . . . 
1 Fulconier,  Norman  E. 
j Kelly,  Newion  C.,  . . 
: Kelly,  Augustus  L.,  . 
Flumphreys,  Eliz  h H. 
Hamilton  Clara,  . . 
Sears,  Stephen,  . . 
Sears,  Sarah  J., 
Godfrey,  Carrie  E.,  . 
Barker,  Clara  M.,  . 

Joslin,  E.  E.,  .... 
Hillyer,  Melissa  A., 
M’Crea,  Isabella  I., 
Douds,  Deia  J.,  . . 

Miokerell,  S.  W.,  . . 
Taylor  John  H.,  . . 
Garvis,  Francis  S.,  . 
Blair,  James  B.,  . . 
Rodkey,  Elmer  A., 
Patton,  Edith  E.  J., 
Markley,  George  A., 
Ford,  Annie  L.,  . . 
Zimmerman,  Jas.  B., 
Simmers,  Carrie  E., 
Lear,  Joseph  H.,  . . 


Name  of  Trustee. 


L.  A.  Schollenberger, 
Calvin  D.  Mosher,  . . 


Samuel  Adams,  . 
Wallace  DeWitt, 
Bradlej'  W.  Pond, 
116111^^^..  Knepley 
H.  J.Dlmstead,  . 
Samuel  W.  Drips, 
George  Walters,  . 
C.  M.  Hunt,  . . . 
Mary  R.  Welsh,  . 
Thoinpson  MoCrea 
F.  M.  Kinter,  . . 
W.  C.  Robinson, 


Rachel  H.  Stubbs, 
J.  C.  Rugh,  . . . 
George  T.  Work, 

I * ^ 

O.  Logan,  .... 


John  M.  Mack, 

D.  S.  Robinson, 
Josiah  Fee,  . . 
Annie  E.  Tajdor, 
Thomas  Hart,  . 

1 E.  E.  Hutter,  . 

' W.  F.  Lydick,  . 

^ B.  , Shoemaker, 

; A.  R.  Barlow,  . 

' John  D.  Sensenig, 
C.  D.  Zehring, 

FI.  M.  Foote, 

; J.  A.  Ege,  . . 


Post  Office  Address  of 
Trustee. 


Reading,  Pa., 


Williamsxiort,  Pa.,  . 
Harrisburg.  Pa.,  . . 
Comieautville,  Pa.,  . 
609  N.  37th  St.,  PhiPa, 
Coudersport,  Pa.,  . 
Armagh,  Pa.,  . . . 
Lee  Cross  Roads,  Pa., 
North-East,  Pa.,  . . 
1122  Spruce  st.,  Phil'a 
Brush  Valley,  Pa.,  . 
Black  Lick  Station,  Pa 
Saltsburg,  Pa.,  . . . 


Wakefield,  Pa., 
Penn  Run,  Pa., 
Buffalo,  Pa.,  . . 


Albion,  Pa., 


Brush  Valley,  Pa., 
Saltsburg,  Pa.,  . . 
Brush  Valley,  Pa., 
Richardsville,  Va., 
Clarksburg,  Pa.,  . 
614  Race  st.,  PhiPa, 

Nolo,  Pa 

Brownsville,  Pa.,  . 
Port  IMatilda,  Pa., 
Marticville,  Pa.,  . 
Jonestown,  Pa.,  . 
Wellsboro’,  Pa.,  . 
Greeiisburg,  Pa.,  . 


Special  act  for  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Ketler, 
Total, 


Amount. 


?30  00 
30  00 
30  00 
30  00 
30  00 

19  67 
30  00 
30  00 

8 50 
23  00 
30  00 

20  75 
30  00 
30  00 
30  00 
30  00 

1 60 
17  92 
25  50 
7 50 

28  17 
30  00 
30  00 
30  00 
15  00 
30  00 
30  00 
30  00 
30  00 
30  00 

29  67 

30  00 
30  00 
12  24 
30  00 
22  50 
22  50 

7 50 

952  02 
115  00 


§1,067  02 


ACCOUNT  WITH  THE  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 
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Payments  to  State  IVormal  Scliools. 


No. 

Name  of 
School. 

Date  of  pay- 
ment on  ac- 
count. 

Amount 

paid. 

Date  of  pay- 
ment in  full. 

Amount 

paid. 

Total 

sum 

paid. 

1 

Millersville,  . 

Oct. 

9,  1877 

^234 

00 

March  9,  1878 

$234  00 

$468  00 

Millersvilie,  . 

iSIay 

1,  1878 

144 

00 

144  00 

2 

Blooinsburf?,  . 

Oct. 

3,  1877 

280 

50 

Dec.  20,  1877 

259  50 

540  00 

Bloonisburf);,  . 

Jan. 

29,  1878 

180 

00 

March  27,  1878 

171  00 

351  00 

Bloomsbur});,  . 

April 

29,  1878 

175 

50 

May  23,  1878 

148  60 

324  00 

3 

Mansfield,  . . 

Nov. 

9,  1877 

210 

00 

Dec.  24,  1877 

231  00 

447  00 

iSIansfield,  . . 

Dec. 

24,  1877 

231 

00 

March  16,  1878 

231  00 

462  Oo 
441  00 

Mansfield,  . . 

Ajjril 

4,  1878 

231 

00 

May  27,  1878 

210  00 

4 

Edinboro’,  . . 

Sept. 

7,  1877 

200 

00 

Nov.  27,  1877 

136  83 

336  83 

Edinboro’,  . . 

Deo. 

13,  1877 

120 

00 

April  12,  1878 

123  41 

243  41 

Edinboro’,  . . 
Sldppensl^virg, 

AxHil 

12,  1878 

117 

60 

May  25,  1878 

121  20 

238  70 

5 

Oct. 

18,  1877 

234 

00 

Dec.  20,  1877 

234  00 

468  00 

Shippensbura, 

Jan. 

23,  1878 

120 

00 

March  18,  1878 

126  00 

252  00 

Shipirensbur^, 

April 

30,  1878 

105 

00 

May  23.  1878 

105  00 

210  00 

6 

West  Chester, 

Sept. 

13,  1877 

81 

00 

March  19, 1878 

84  00 

165  00 

M est  Chester, 

May 

1,  1878 

42 

00 

42  00 

7 

Indiana,  . . . 

Occ. 

5,  1877 

499 

60 

Feb.  24,  1878 

481  50 

981  00 

Indiana,  . . . 

April 

8,  1878 

336 

00 

336  00 

8 

Sagamore,  . . 

Oct. 

15,  1877 

21 

00 

Dec.  20,  1877 

21  00 

42  00 

Sagamore,  . . 

Jan. 

15,  1878 

21 

00 

April  11,  1878 

21  00 

42  00 

Sagamore,  . . 

IMay 

7,  1878 

21 

00 

May  27,  1878 

21  00 

42  00 

9 

Bridgewater,  . 

Oct. 

19,  1877 

168 

00 

May  20,  1878 

168  00 

336  00 

10 

Kutztown,  , . 

Sept. 

24,  1877 

27 

00 

Dec.  13,  1877 

27  00 

54  00 

Kutztown,  . . 

March  15, 1878 

30  00 

30  00 

$3,811  00 

$3,184  94 

?6,995  94 

Estimates  for  tEe  Year  1879. 

The  appropriations  which  it  is  estimated  will  be  necessary  for  the  year 
ending  May  31,  1819,  are  as  follows: 


For  general  expenses, $350,000  00 

For  expenses  of  Department, 10,000  00 


GENERAL  STATEMENTS. 

STATEMBXT  1. — Statistics  of  Orplian  Scliools  and  Homes. 

SCHOOLS. 
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Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
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STATEMENT  III. 

Showing  tlie  Whole  IVumber  of  Orders  Issued  for  the  Admission  of  Children  from  each  Connty. 

The  whole  number  of  accepted  applications  received  to  May  31,  1818, 
was  10,438.  Of  these  88  remain  on  file,  as  shown  by  the  last  table,  and 
the  remaining  10,350  have  been  issued  as  follows: 

Adams,  44  ; Allegheii}^,  406;  Armstrong,  291;  Beaver,  122;  Bedford, 
150;  Bei'ks,  129;  Blair,  215;  Bradford,  304;  Bucks,  66;  Butler,  125; 
Cambria,  149;  Cameron,  5;  Carbon,  39;  Centre,  231;  Chester,  118; 
Clarion,  228  ; Clearfield,  81,  Clinton,  43;  Columbia,  104  ; Crawford,  200  ; 
Cumberland,  143  ; Dauphin,  315  ; Delaware,  55  ; Elk,  10  ; Brie,  95  ; Fayette, 
199  ; Forest,  10  ; Franklin,  86  ; Fulton,  32  , Greene,  26  ; Huntingdon,  198  ; 
Indiana,  266  ; Jefferson,  185  ; Juniata,  91  ; Lancaster,  392  ; Lawrence,  158; 
Lebanon,  13;  Lehigh,  143;  Luzerne,  252;  Lycoming,  184;  Mercer,  231  ; 
McKean,  38  ; Mifflin,  124  ; Monroe,  61  ; Montgomery,  81  ; Montour,  101  ; 
Northampton,  11  ; Northumberland,  125  ; Perry,  249  ; Philadelphia,  1,410; 
Pike,  16  ; Potter,  81  ; Schuylkill,  195  ; Snyder,  51  ; Somerset,  58  ; Sullivan, 
21;  Susquehanna,  163;  Tioga,  321;  Union,  63  ; Yenango,  140;  Warren, 
56;  Washington,  119;  Wayne,  14;  Westmoreland,  140;  Wyoming,  92; 
York,  144. 


STATEMENT  IV. 

Showing  the  Denominational  Parentage  of  Chihlreii. 

Of  2,653  children  actually  in  school  May  31.  1818,  the  fathers  of  2,245 
are  reported  as  members  of  some  church,  leaving  408  unconnected  with 
church,  or  not  reported.  Of  2,245  thus  reported,  there  were  of  Methodist 
parentage,  900;  Luthern.  320;  Presbyterian,  299;  United  Presbyterian, 
19;  Baptist,  146;  Episcopal,  106;  Catholic,  65;  German  Reformed,  116: 
Disciple,  23  ; Church  of  God,  19  ; United  Brethern,  56  ; Tunkers,  1 ; Con 
gregationalist,  2 ; Albrights,  3 ; Evangelical,  26  ; Protestants,  (probably 
not  intended  to  represent  any  particular  denomination,)  123;  Universalists. 
5;  Friends,  5 ; Puritan,  3 ; Unitarian,  2. 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
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STATEMENT  CONCERNINa  THE  SYSTEM  LAST  YEAR. 
STATEMENT  Y— Sliowing-  Applications  by  Counties. 


Names  of  Counties. 

On  lile  June  1,  1877. 

Reooivod  (luring  the 
year. 

Issued  during’  tlie 
year. 

Remaining  on  file 

June  1,  1878. 

1.  Adams. 

2.  Allegheny 

2 

12 

14 

3.  Armstrong,  

14 

14 

4.  Beaver,  

2 

2 

5.  Bedford, 

12 

12 

6.  Berks, 

9 

9 

7.  Blair 

2 

12 

11 

3 

8.  Bradford,  

21 

49 

56 

14 

9.  Bocks, 

1 

1 

10.  Butler, 

1 

10 

11 

11.  Cambria 

22 

22 

12.  (’ameron. 

13.  Carbon. 

14.  Centre, 

o 

o 

15.  Chester, 

10 

li) 

16.  Clarion, 

2 

0 

7 

17.  Clearfield, 

o 

9 

18.  Clinton. 

19.  Columbia. 

20.  Crawford, 

1 

13 

13 

1 

21.  Cumberland, 

13 

11 

2 

22.  Dauphin, 

2 

41 

43 

23.  Delaware, • . . . . 

4 

4 

24.  Elk. 

25.  Erie, 

4 

4 

26.  Fayette, 

8 

8 

27.  Forest. 

28.  Franklin. 

29.  Fulton, 

10 

10 

30.  Greene,  

10 

10 

31.  Huntingdon, 

1 

12 

13 

32.  Indiana, 

1 

36 

oo 

2 

33.  Jefferson,  

1 

5 

6 

34.  Juniata, 

1 

3 

4 

35.  Lancaster, 

2 

16 

18 

36.  Lawrence, 

2 

21 

23 

37.  Lebanon, 

11 

11 

1 

38.  Lehigh,  

7 

6 

39.  Luzerne, 

5 

14 

17 

2 

40.  Lycoming, 

1 

10 

11 

41.  Mercer, 

o 

16 

18 

42.  McKean, 

1 

1 

43.  Mifilin, 

8 

5 

5 

3 

44.  Monroe. 

45.  ISIontgomery,  

1 

7 

7 

1 

46.  Montour, 

1 • 

16 

17 

47.  Northampton, 

8 

8 

48.  Northumberland, 

19 

19 

49.  Perry, 

20 

19 

1 

50.  Philadelphia, 

23 

79 

79 

23 

51.  Pike, 

3 

3 

52.  Potter, 

5 

0 

53.  Schuylkill, 

4 

39 

42 

1 
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statement  V — Continued. 


Names  of  Counties. 

On  file  June  1, 1877. 

Received  during  the 

year. 

Issued  during  the 

year. 

Remaining  on  file 

June  1,  1878. 

54.  Snvder,  

11 

11 

55.  Somerset,  

56.  Sullivan. 

2 

16 

16 

2 

57.  Susquehanna, 

4 

11 

15 

58.  Tioga, 

59.  Union, 

25 

38 

36 

27 

1 

1 

60.  Venango, 

12 

12 

61.  Warren, 

3 

2 

1 

62.  Washington, 

4 

1 

4 

1 

63.  Wayne, 

5 

5 

64.  Westmoreland, 

17 

16 

1 

65.  Wyoming, 

1 

14 

14 

1 

66.  York, 

8 

8 

Total, 

121 

749 

782 

88 

STATEMENT  VI— Sliowing  Discharges  and  Deaths. 
SCHOOLS. 


• 

Schools. 

Number  discharged  on 
age  for  year  ending 
May  31,  1878. 

Number  discliarged  on 
order  for  year  ending 
May  31, 1878. 

Number  of  deaths  for 
year  ending  May  31, 
1878. 

! t 

1.  Anderson  brrrg, 

23 

2 

2.  Bridgewater, 

10 

1 

3.  Chester  Springs 

42 

6 

2 

4.  Dayton 

74 

6 

2 

5.  Harford, 

49 

5 

18 

6.  Industrial  School,  

1 

7.  Lincoln  Institution,  

13 

2 

1 

8.  Mansfield, 

46 

20 

8 

9.  McAlisterville, 

41 

8 

1 

10.  Mercer,  

73 

22 

11.  Mount  Joy, 

50 

7 

1 

12.  Soldiers’  Orphans’  Institute,  in  connection  with  North- 

ern  Home, 

40 

17 

1 

13.  Uniontown, 

47 

14 

14.  White  Hall, 

45 

22 

15.  Pai'tial  relief  and  other  cases, 

84 

637 

131 

36 

23 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 

statement  VI — Continued. 

HOMES. 


Homes. 


1.  Children’s  Home,  York, 

2.  Church  Home,  Philadelphia, 

.3.  Home  for  Friendless,  Lancaster. 

4.  Loysville  Orphan  School,  

5.  Zeiienople  Farm  School. 

6.  Orphans’  Home,  Germantown. 

7.  Orphans’  Home,  Rocliester,  

8.  Orphans’  Home,  Womelsdorf, 

9.  St.  Paul’s  Orplian  Home, 

10.  St.  Vincent’s  College,  

11.  Training  School  for  Feeble-Minded  Children, 

Total  homes, 

Total  schools, 


1 

4 

6 1 
1 
1 


28  1 
6.37  131 


665  132 


36 


36 
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1.  Church  Home,  Philadelphia, 

2.  Children’s  Home,  York, 

3.  Educational  Home,  Philadelphia, 

4.  Loysville.  Perry  county,  

5.  Orphan  Home,  Rochester, 

G.  Orphan  Farm  School,  Butler  county, 

7.  Orphan  Home,  German lown, 

8.  Orphan  Home,  Womelsdorf, 

9.  St.  Paul’s  Home.  Butler 

10.  St.  Vincent’s  College,  Westmoreland  county,  . . 

Totals, 

Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 


21 


In  connection  with  the  table  given  above,  it  may  be  well  to  present  the 
course  of  study  as  now  prescribed  for  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools.  The 
extent  to  which  the  several  branches  are  to  be  taught  in  the  dilferent  grades 
is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  teachers.  Advancement  will  be  measured 
more  by  thoroughness  than  by  amount. 

Coui-se  of  Study. 

First  G^ra.dc.— Spelling,  reading,  writing,  and  drawing  on  slates,  oral 
exercises  in  numbers,  object  lessons. 

Second  Grade — Spelling,  reading,  writing,  and  drawing  on  slates,  men- 
tal arithmetic,  four  fundamental  rules  of  written  arithmetic,  object  lessons. 

Third  frraf/e.—Spelling,  reading,  writing,  drawing,  mental  and  written 
arithmetic,  geography,  and  object  lessons. 

Fourth  Grade. — Same  as  for  third  grade. 

Fifth  Grade. — Same  as  for  fourth  grade,  with  the  addition  of  grammar. 

Sixth  Grade. — Same  as  for  fifth  grade,  with  the  addition  of  history  of 
United  States. 

Seventh  Grade. — Spelling,  reading,  book-keeping,  elementary  algebra, 
geography,  grammar,  history  of  United  States,  physiology. 

Eighth  Grade. — Reading,  algebra  or  geometry,  grammar,  Constitution 
of  United  States,  natural  philosophy  of  the  elements  of  the  natural  sciences 
generally. 

Vocal  music,  declamation,  composition,  and  instruction  in  morals  and 
manners  are  continued  throughout  the  whole  course. 

The  Scudies  of  the  course  are  frequently  reviewed  as  tlie  pupils  proceed. 
Bible  classes  and  Sunday  schools  have  been  organized  in  all  the  schools, 
but  sectarian  instruction  is  carefully  avoided,  except  where  the  children 
are  all  of  one  denomination. 

In  the  form  of  object  lessons,  a large  amount  of  general  information  is 
imparted  and  valuable  instruction  given  in  the  elements  of  the  different 
sciences  that  can  be  illustrated  with  olijects. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  P.  WICKEPvSHAM, 
Superintendent. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTORS. 


Report  of  Rev.  C-  CornfortU. 

J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM,  LL.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools; 

Sir: — I herewith  submit  my  annual  report : 

1.  Health. — The  children  have,  as  a whole,  enjoyed  excellent  health. 
The  Mansfield  and  Harford  schools,  however,  were  seriously  afflicted  dur- 
ing the  earlier  part  of  the  school  year.  The  former  with  diphtheria,  and 
the  latter  with  diphtheria  and  typhoid  fever.  As  you  were  kept  informed 
as  to  the  condition  of  atfairs  in  these  institutions,  during  the  progi’ess  of 
the  sickness,  by  frequent  reports  from  the  inspectors,  it  is  only  necessary, 
now,  to  say  that  the  sick  were  attended  by  faithful  and  skillful  physicians, 
and  tenderly  and  constantly  nursed,  and  that  the  diseases  were  produced 
by  no  discoverable  local  cause,  and  prevailed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  schools 
before  making  their  appearance  in  the  schools. 

2.  Clothing. — There  has  been  but  little  change  in  the  quality  and  quan- 
tity of  clothing  during  the  last  two  or  three  years.  The  boys  wear  flannel 
shirts,  blue  Kei’sey  pants  and  jackets,  and  a blue  cap  during  the  cooler 
months  of  the  year,  and  cotton  shirts  and  cottonade  pants  and  jackets 
during  the  warmer  season.  For  dress,  suits  of  blue  Kersey  are  used  all 
the  year,  and  a blue  cloth  cap.  During  the  winter,  the  girls  have  checked  flan- 
nel dresses  for  every  day  wear,  and  for  occasional  use  they  have  alpaca  or  mo- 
hair or  cashmere  suits.  All  are  neatljq  and  the  latter  tastefully  and  fash- 
ionably made.  A new  stylish  summer  hat  is  annually  furnished.  Winter 
hats  are  generally  worn  the  second  season  by  being  re-trimmed.  Calico, 
often  pink,  and  gingham  are  the  materials  from  which  their  every  day 
summer  dresses  are  made. 

3.  Food The  children  are  provided  with  food,  “proper  in  variety,  healthy 

in  kind,  and  sufflcient  in  quantity,  and  nothing  more  is  desired.” 

4.  Sleeping  Apartments. — Care  is  taken  to  keep  the  sleeping  apart- 
ments well  ventilated.  In  a few  instances  they  have  been  temporarily  over- 
crowded. The  beds  and  bedding  are  clean  and  comfortable. 

5.  Industries. — Habits  of  industry  are  inculcated.  Little,  however,  is, 
or  can  be  done  without  additional  appropriations  towards  teaching  trades. 
The  two  hours  devoted  daily  to  farming,  gardening,  and  chores  on  the 
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part  of  the  boys,  and  to  sewing  and  house-work  of  all  kinds  on  the  part 
of  the  girls,  are  profitably  spent.  A very  large  percentage  of  tiie  boys 
and  girls  trained  at  the  orphan  schools  become  industrious  and  worthy 
citizens. 

6.  Education. — The  course  of  study  prescribed  by  the  State  Superin- 
tendent is  very  generall}^  pursued.  Our  teachors  will  compare  favorably 
with  those  emplojmd  in  the  best  union  or  graded  schools  in  the  larger  towns 
and  cities  of  the  State.  The  proportion  of  young  pupils  is  greater  now 
than  before  the  children  of  disabled  soldiers  were  admitted  into  the  schools. 
There  is,  therefore,  a greater  demand  than  formerly  for  that  peculiar  and 
rare  talent  which  is  capable  of  awakening  and  holding  the  attention  of  and 
amusing,  and,  at  the  same  time,  teaching  very  young  children.  There  is 
no  place  in  a soldiers’  orphan  school  which  an  incompetent  teacher  can 
advantageously  fill.  But,  if  such  must  be  emidoyed,  they  should  be  put 
where  they  cau  do  the  least  harm.  On  no  account  should  a blundering 
and  half  taught  novice  be  permitted  to  hurt,  with  wrong  teaching,  the  im- 
pressible minds  of  the  young.  Chemists,  wdien  they  wish  to  test  the  po- 
tency of  a new-made  compound,  experiment  upon  cats  and  dogs. 

7.  Libraries. — Though  no  provision  is  made  for  books  for  general  read- 
ing and  periodicals,  these  are  supplied,  to  a greater  or  less  extent,  in  all 
the  schools.  Greater  liberality  in  this  direction  would  be  very  gratifying, 
as  well  as  very  beneficial.  A taste  for  good  reading  not  only  makes  intel- 
ligent men  and  women,  but  often  saves  the  young  from  evil  associations 
and  consequent  ruin. 

8.  Military  Drill. — This  does  not  receive  so  much  attention  in  most 
of  the  schools  as  was  given  it  in  former  years. 

9.  Deportment. — The  manners  and  language  of  the  children,  whether  at 
play  or  work,  whether  in  the  school-room  or  dining-room,  are  subjects  of 
constant  watchfulness. 

10.  Moral  and  IIeligious  Training. — The  moral  and  religious  nurture 
of  the  pupils  is  a matter  of  constant  concern  and  elfort.  So  far  as  prac- 
ticable, emplo3'es  are  secured  who  teach  both  by  example  and  precept.  Re- 
ligious exercises,  consisting  of  reading  selections  from  the  Bible,  singing, 
and  prajmr,  are  observed  daily,  morning  and  evening.  At  meals  the  mer- 
ciful care  of  the  Heavenly  Father  is  devoutlj"  acknowledged.  On  Sunday's 
the  children  usually  attend  one  church  service,  either  in  a church  or  churches 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  school  or  one  conducted  by  a clergjunan  or  Christian 
laj'inan  in  the  main  school-room.  All  attend  Sunday  school  in  the  insti- 
tution, where  all  the  teachers,  some  of  the  emplojms,  and  sometimes  friends 
not  connected  with  the  school,  instruct  the  pupils  iu  classes.  The  lessons 
selected  by  the  international  committee  are  used.  The  papers  and  books 
of  the  American  Sunday  School  Union,  being  non-denominational,  are 
recommended  as  being  most  suitable. 

C.  CORNFORTH, 

Insijector  and  Examiyier. 
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Keport  of  Mrs.  E.  W.  Hutter. 

Honorable  J.  P.  Wickersiiam,  LL.  D.,  Sujyerintendent  of  the  Soldiers’ 
Orphan  Schools  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ; 

Dear  Sir:  In  pi’esenting  to  you  my  official  report  for  the  past  year,  I 
feel  constrained  to  thank  our  Glreat  Father  for  His  coutinued  mercy  and 
care  over  these  soldiers’  orphan  schools  of  Pennsylvania,  which  lie  so 
near  my  heart.  While  “the  pestilence  which  walketh  in  darkness,  and  the 
destruction  that  wasteth  at  noonday,”  has  been  visiting  other  parts  of 
our  land,  and  desolating  whole  cities,  we  have  been  blessed  with  that 
great  earthly  boon  health,  and  especially  in  these  orphan  schools  the 

Sanitary  Condition  has  been  surprisingly  good.  Among  all  the 
schools  few  cases  of  severe  sickness  or  of  death  have  occurred.  To  the 
regular  habits  maintained  in  these  schools,  and  to  the  cleanliness  in  per- 
son, bedding,  and  clothing  enforced,  we  may  attribute  the  rarity  of  epi- 
demic disease.  Dirt  breeds  disease,  as  has  been  all  too  sadly  known  this 
summer  in  the  yellow  fever  stricken  districts  in  the  South. 

We  still  insist  upon  further  vigilance  in  the  direction  of  cleanliness  and 
neatness,  for  we  again  quote  that  “ cleanliness  is  next  to  godliness.” 

With  the  exception  of  the  Harford  and  Mansfield  schools,  we  have  had 
no  epidemic  diseases  among  the  soldiers’  orphans  this  year;  but  at  both 
Mansfield  and  Harford  the  diphtheria  prevailed  to  an  alarming  extent. 
This  terrible  disease  also  pervaded  all  the  surrounding  country  where  the 
schools  are  located.  A thorough  examination  was  made  in  both  schools; 
but  no  local  cause  for  the  disease  could  be  discovered,  and  the  officers  in 
the  schools  used  all  vigilance  to  prevent  the  disease,  and  also  kindly  and 
carefully  cared  for  the  sick  who  were  infected  with  the  poison. 

Official  Visits. — A kind  Providence  has  enabled  me  to  visit  all  the 
schools  at  least  three  times  during  the  year,  and  many  of  them  four  or 
five  times.  When  it  is  remembered  that  these  schools  are  located  at  far 
distant  places  in  this  wide  Commonwealth,  and  can  be  reached  only  after 
long  journeyings  by  rail  and  stage,  it  will  be  appreciated  how  much  toil 
devolves  upon  the  inspectors  and  examiners. 

Condition  of  the  Schools. — To  say  that  these  soldiers’  orphan  schools 
perfect  would  be  claiming  for  them,  what  belongs  to  nothing  here  be- 
low. But  if  we  say  that  these  schools  have  done,  and  ai’e  doing  a great 
good,  we  speak  an  undeniable  truth.  Here  the  children  of  our  fallen  sol- 
diers, and  of  those  w’ho  were  disabled  in  the  war,  find  a home  and  a school. 
Here  they  are  brought  up  to  fill  honorable  places  as  citizens  of  the  great 
Commonwealth  that  has  cared  for  them  so  tenderly. 

Time  Extended. — We -are  rejoiced  that  the  Legislature  acted  nobly  at 
their  last  session  in  extending  the  time  of  these  schools,  and  that  the  re- 
commendation made  in  our  report  in  1811  has  been  acted  upon — that  is, 
that  the  children  of  permanently  disabled  soldiers  are  cared  for  as  well  as 
the  soldiers’  orphans.  We  could  wish  that  the  time  for  these  schools  to 
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be  extended  had  been  more  definitely  fixed,  as  it  would  be  an  advantage 
to  the  principals  in  charge  of  them,  and  the  schools  having  a sure  basis  for 
operations  could  be  more  successfully  conducted.  It  is  true  that  large 
sums  of  money  have  been  expended  upon  the  education  of  these  wards  of 
the  State,  but,  says  James  T.  Fields,  ‘‘  there  is  but  one  thing  more  expens- 
ive than  knowledge,  and  that  is  ignorance.”  About  $5,0C0,000  are  an- 
nually expended  in  suppressing  crime.  Better  spend  the  money  to  educate 
the  children  of  the  State  to  be  true  citizens,  and  so  prevent  crime. 

The  railroad  troubles  last  summer,  so  happily  brought  to  a speedy  close, 
by  the  bravery  and  decision  of  our  worthy  and  noble  Governor  Hartranft, 
showed  to  this  people  what  communism  means.  Better  pour  out  the  money 
from  the  State  Treasuiy  to  train  up  the  children  in  the  way  they  should 
go  than  liide  the  gold  in  the  coffers,  to  become  the  prey  of  rioters. 

We  believe  in  teaching  these  children  same  useful  trade,  that  they  may 
be  able  to  support  themselves.  “ The  hand  of  the  diligent  shall  bear 
rule.” 

School  Edifices. — The  buildings  are  mostly  in  good  condition.  The 
combining  of  the  useful  and  the  beautiful  has  an  elevating  effect  upon  the 
mind,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  that  the  work  of  ornamentation  is  not  for- 
gotten. 

Clothing. — Tlie  clothing  of  the  children  is  well  cared  for  in  most  of  the 
schools,  and  the  orphans  are  neatly  and  comfortably  clad  in  all.  We 
should  consider  how  small  is  the  amount  of  money  appropriated  to  each 
child  for  the  purpose  of  clothing. 

Food. — The  food  is  plain  and  good,  and  varied  as  much  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  will  allow.  The  preparation  and  cooking  of  the  food 
receives  proper  attention.  We  regret  that  in  some  of  the  schools,  the  food 
is  not  served  as  we  could  wish ; but  generally  the  children  eat  from  nice 
dishes  and  clean  table  clothes,  and  use  butter  knives. 

Normal  School. — I am  glad  that,  hereafter,  the  boys  are  to  have  the 
same  advantages  as  the  girls,  with  reference  to  being  admitted  to  a normal 
school  for  one  year,  when  recommended  for  such  admission  by  the  officers 
of  the  school  to  which  the}^  belong. 

Punishment. — Our  opinion  with  reference  to  corporal  punishment  re- 
mains unchanged. 

Examinations. — I am  happy  to  say  that  I attended  a large  number  of 
examinations  this  summer.  I never  before  was  so  well  satisfied.  The  im- 
provement was  marked.  Such  results  could  not  be  obtained  without  earn- 
est work  upon  the  part  of  both  teachers  and  pupils.  I can  truly  say  “ I 
thank  God,  and  take  courage.” 

Colored  Orphan  School. — I am  glad  that  the  Bridgewater  Orphan 
School  for  colored  children  still  exists.  As  the  number  of  pupils  is  now 
greatly  diminished,  I recommend  that  the  Legislature  make  an  especial 
appropriation  for  this  school. 

The  Kindergarten The  Kindergarten  is  being  introduced  into 
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several  of  our  orphan  scliools,  besides  the  Northen  Home  and  its  Asso- 
ciated  Soldiers'  Orphan  Institute,  where  this  noble  system  for  training 
little  children  was  Jirst  introduced  by  Hiss  Walk  early  in  1814.  The 
Kindergarten  now  finds  a place  in  the  Church  Home  at  Angora.  It  is 
to  be  introduced  into  the  Oermantown  Home  this  fall,  also  into  the  Mans- 
field Soldiers'  Orphan  School.  We  are  very  glad  to  record  this.  We 
highly  approve  of  this  method  of  education. 

The  Duty  of  the  StxVTE. — I regard  these  soldiers’  orphan  schools  in 
the  same  light  as  the  naval  and  military  schools. 

These  soldiers’  orphan  schools  of  Pennsylvania  are  as  much  a part  of 
the  State  government  as  are  the  schools  at  Annapolis  and  West  Point  a 
care  and  part  of  the  national  government. 

The  Grand  Army. — As  I nave  traveled  over  the  State,  in  my  official 
visits,  I have  not  failed  to  notice  the  disinterested  work  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.  The  more  I see  of  the  noble  efforts  of  this  body  of  men, 
the  more  I am  convinced  of  the  good  they  are  doing.  The  children  of 
their  fallen  comrades  do  feel  toward  them  that  love  and  confidence  which 
children  are  wont  to  bestow  upon  the  brothers  of  their  fathers.  Children 
are  not  slow  to  find  out  who  are  their  true  friends,  and  these  boys  and 
girls  look  upon  the  Grand  Army  as  natural  guardians,  and  recognize 
them  as  such.  The  tie  that  binds  soldier  to  soldier  is  the  holy  bond  of 
patriotism,  and  we  are  glad  and  thankful  that  such  an  organization  exists 
as  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  May  their  good  Avork  continue  as 
long  as  there  is  the  child  of  a brave  soldier  of  his  country  to  be  cared  for. 

Industrial  Schools. — I recommend  that  we  have  industrial  schools, 
regularly  established  by  the  State.  Such  schools  may  be  costly,  but  they 
will  not  be  dear. 

How  can  the  goverment  of  a free  people  afford  to  let  her  indigent  child- 
ren grow  up  in  crime  ? How  can  we  afford  to  fill  our  houses  of  correc- 
tion and  penitentiaries  with  adults  whose  very  existence  is  a curse  to  our 
State  and  country,  when  for  far  less  than  the  cost  of  maintaining  places 
of  punishment  and  criminal  courts.  All  these  adults,  while  yet  young 
children,  might  have  been  educated  and  brought  up  to  be  true  and  good 
citizens,  the  ornaments  of  society,  and  a blessing  to  their  native  land. 

This  plan  of  establishing  industrial  schools  has  been  successfully  tried 
in  Michigan. 

Doctor  Leyman  P.  Alder,  in  his  excellent  address  before  the  Board  of 
Public  Charities  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  lately  delivered  in  Pittsburgh, 
says : “ To  care  for  these  neglected  children  is  sound  economy.  It  costs  far 
less  to  prevent  crime  and  pauperism  to  punish  the  criminal  and  support  the 
pauper.  Society  must  choose  between  the  two  systems  and  foot  the  bills, 
and  it  would  seem  more  rational  to  adopt  the  least  expensive.  The  first 
outlay  for  the  establishment  of  industrial  schools  and  other  preventive 
agencies  will  involve  the  expenditure  of  some  money;  but,  nevertheless,  it 
is  sound  economy  to  do  so.” 
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The  virtual  abolition  of  the  apprenticeship  system  in  this  State  renders 
it  practically  impossible  for  any  friendless  child  to  learn  a trade.  What 
then  is  to  become  of  all  those  possessing  brains  and  constitution  and  am- 
bition enough  to  be  skilled  mechanics  ? 

Clearly,  at  this  juncture,  the  Commonwealth,  the  natural  guardian  of 
all  wards  of  the  State,  should  step  in,  and  establish  State  industrial  schools. 

Conclusion. — Concluding,  dear  sir,  I cannot  but  express  the  hope  that 
journeyings  in  foreign  lands,  may  have  been  as  pleasant  for  yourself  as,  I 
am  sure,  your  observations  abroad  will  prove  profitable  to  the  educational 
interests  of  our  great  Commonwealth,  which  lie  so  near  jmur  heart. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  E.  HUTTBR. 


3 Sol  Orp. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  REPORTS  OF  PRINCIPALS. 


A]NDERSONBUR(i— W.  II.  Hall,  Principal. 

We  having  retired  from  the  delightful,  yet  arduous  and  self-sacrificing, 
laboi-  of  love  for  the  sous  and  daughters  of  our  deceased  and  disabled  sol- 
diers, it  is  almost  with  regret  that  this  is  to  be  our  last  report  of  the 
school  under  our  charge.  Having  been  intimately  connected  with  it  ever 
since  its  commencement  as  teacher  and  principal,  we  can  but  feel  the  live- 
liest interest  in  the  work  of  training  these  children  to  meet  the  stern 
duties  of  life.  May  the  God  of  love,  who  is  the  promised  “ Father  of  the 
fatherless,”  bless  their  instruction  to  their  future  weal,  and  lead  them  all 
along  the  journey  of  life. 

The  present  year  has  been  frought  with  special  blessings.  No  deaths 
occurred  in  our  institution,  nor  were  any  of  our  number  sick,  for  which  we 
would  be  most  devoutl}^  thankful.  The  mental  advancement  of  the  school 
has  been  good.  Professor  C.  C.  Kerlinger  was  the  principal  teacher  until 
the  latter  part  of  April,  when,  owing  to  failing  health,  he  resigned,  and 
the  service  of  Professor  W.  F.  Rentz,  wlio  filled  the  same  position  last 
year,  was  secured  to  finish  the  scholastic  year.  Under  their  efficient  in- 
struction the  school  did  admirable  and  thorough  work,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  year  passed  a most  creditable  examination. 

An  interesting  Sabbath  school  in  the  building,  and  frequent  attendance, 
at  the  neighboring  churches,  and  occasional  service  in  the  school-room  by 
visiting  clergjouen,  afforded  excellent  opportunities  for  moral  culture. 

In  consequence  of  a large  number  of  orphans  becoming  of  age  during 
the  past  year,  the  number  of  pupils  was  reduced  to  sixty-five. 

Owing  to  this  diminution  of  our  ranks,  we  deemed  it  expedient  to  dis- 
continue the  school,  and  addressed  the  Department  in  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject on  the  13th  of  June,  1878.  In  due  time  our  formal  resignation  was 
accepted.  The  pupils  were  transferred  to  other  schools,  and  the  once  busy 
field  of  intellectual  labor  has  become  a quiet  home. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  tender  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  members  of 
the  Department  for  the  many  kindnesses  shown  us,  and  their  friendship 
will  ever  abide  a green  spot  in  our  menory.  To  the  parents  whose  children 
we  cared  for  and  instructed  we  cannot  do  better  than  wish  them  and  theirs 
the  choicest  bPssings  that  Heaven  can  bestow. 


ANDERSONBURG  SCHOOL. 
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BRIDGEWATER  SCHOOL  (COLORED). 

Prof.  JAS.  STITZER,  BRIDGEWATER, 

Principal.  Bucks  Co.,  Pa. 
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BRIDGE’WATER — James  Stitzer,  Principal, 

This  occupies  the  building  formerly  known  as  Bristol  College.  It  was 
erected  some  sixty  5mars  ago,  by  the  Episcopal  Church,  to  be  used  as  a col- 
lege and  school  of  theology,  and  was  largely  endowed  by  Honorable  Mr. 
White,  from  whom  it  took  the  name  of  White  Hall.  For  some  years  the 
building  was  used  in  this  capacity,  and  many  of  the  leading  ministers  of 
the  Episcoiial  Church  here  received  preparation  for  their  wmrk. 

During  the  war,  when  educational  pursuits  were  submerged  in  the  broad 
interest  everywhere  felt  in  the  sick  and  wounded,  the  building  became  a 
United  States  hospital.  The  lawn  and  surrounding  grounds  were  coi'ered 
with  tents.  The  soldiers  were  brought  in  boats  up  the  Delaware,  many  of 
them  to  be  lain  to  rest  in  the  national  cemetery  about  a quarter  of  a mile 
further  on. 

When  the  war  was  finished,  the  building  fell  into  disuse.  Four  years 
after  the  other  schools  had  been  in  operation,  some  benevolent  gentlemen 
in  Philadelphia  interested  themselves  in  the  orphans  of  the  colored  slain. 
At  their  own  expense  they  purchased  the  old  Bristol  college,  situated  on 
the  broad  banks  of  the  Delaware,  which  was  admirably  adapted  for  the 
purpose.  It  is  constructed  on  a solid  and  somewhat  ancient  style  of  ar- 
chitecture ; the  rooms  are  large  and  airy,  with  high  ceilings  and  beautiful 
windows.  A fine  grove  of  tall  trees  surround  it,  throwing  a pleasant  shade 
over  the  lawn,  yet  not  excluding  light  and  air.  These  gentlemen,  most  of 
whom  are  now  living,  and  are  warm  friends  of  the  institution,  were  Mr. 
W.  W.  Justice,  James  A.  Wright,  Henry  Laing,  Edward  S.  Buckle}’,  \V\[- 
liam  Still,  and  others.  With  untiring  energy  they  gathered  these  children 
together  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  often  finding  it  necessary  to  furnish 
them  with  clothing  before  they  could  be  moved.  The  school  was  opened 
June,  1868.  After  fifteen  months  of  difficulty  and  trial,  mainly  the  result 
of  inexperience,  it  came  under  its  present  management.  Many  have  oro  wn 
up  from  early  childhood  at  this  institution,  and  have  become  honored  mem 
bers  of  society. 

■ The  3’ear  that  has  just  passed  has  been  one  of  peculiar  blessino-  and 
prosperity.  The  health  of  the  school  has  been  particularly  good.  We 
not  onl}’  have  not  lost  any  of  our  students  by  death  ; but  have  had  no 
prevailing  disease  nor  case  of  serious  illness.  The  work  in  the  school- 
room has  been  earnest  and  faithful.  There  is  among  the  children  a real 
desire  to  improve.  They  seem  to  realize  that  intelligence  is  the  only  ave- 
nue to  success. 

The  class  in  natural  history  was  especially  diligent.  Every  new  in- 
sect found  was  either  classified  among  themselves,  or  brought  to  their 
teacher  for  information.  The  birds  building  in  the  lawn,  domestic  animals 
&c.,  all  furnished  themes  for  interesting  research  and  conversation. 

Especial  mention  should  be  made  of  the  sewing  department.  The  o-irls 
all  take  pride  in  making  their  own  clothing,  and  their  neatness  and  finish 
receive  universal  commendation. 
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They  have  also  been  taught  braiding,  crocheting,  and  ornamental 
work,  in  which  they  are  deeply  interested. 

Reverend  William  S.  Perkins,  of  Bristol,  has  continued  his  ministry 
among  us.  Every  Sunday  finds  him  at  his  post.  For  this  he  receives  no 
compensation,  except  the  gratitude  so  freely  rendered  him.  We  trust  he 
may  long  live  to  continue  his  good  work  among  us. 

We  have  had  two  very  pleasant  excursions  during  the  past  year,  for 
which  our  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  James  A.  Wright  and  Mr.  William  W. 
Justice,  of  Philadelphia.  The  first  was  last  fall,  when  we  visited  the 
permanent  exhibition.  The  children  spent  a most  delightful  day,  roam- 
ing around  among  the  different  buildings  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when 
we  left  for  home.  The  second  was  enjoyed  this  summer,  when  on  board 
the  steamer  “ Columbia,”  we  passed  down  the  Delaware  to  Philadelphia, 
where  we  were  met  by  conveyances,  and  taken  to  the  zoological  gardens. 
Here  the  children  enjoyed  a rare  treat,  provided  by  the  libei’ality  of  the 
above  named  gentlemen.  Ice  cream,  cake,  and  fruits  of  all  kinds  were 
freely  donated  to  them.  Miss  Marion  Wright  then  presented  to  each  a 
beautiful  boquet,  after  v/hich  they  were  allowed  to  roam  at  will  among 
the  curiosities  of  the  gardens.  Such  a happy,  gleeful  day  they  said  they 
had  never  enjoyed  before,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  will  always  stand 
out  brightly  in  their  memory  as  one  of  the  gala  days  of  their  lives. 

The  school  is  now  drawing  to  the  close  of  its  history.  The  number  of 
scholars  has  been  diminishing  year  by  year,  until  it  is  no  longer  self-sup- 
porting. We  would  most  earnestly  commend  the  boys  and  girls  who  are 
still  with  ns,  and  who  will  not  be  of  age  when  the  school  shall  close,  to 
the  care  of  the  State  Superintendent,  and  to  all  who  are  interested  in  the 
education  of  the  race. 

We  believe  that  many  of  those  now  with  us  have  the  germs  of  useful  man- 
hood and  womenhood,  which,  if  rightly  developed,  will  prove  an  honor  to 
their  benefactors  and  their  State,  and  we  would  regret  most  deeply  if  any 
failure  of  the  Legislature  to  provide  for  them,  would  leave  them  homeless 
at  the  close  of  the  year. 


CHESTER  SPRINGS— Mrs.  E.  II.  Moore,  Principal. 

Chester  Springs  Soldiers’  Orphan  School  is  located  in  the  northern  part 
of  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  near  the  Pickering  Valley  branch  of 
the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  railroad,  seven  miles  west  of  Phcenixville. 
The  location  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  the  State  for  a school  of  this 
kind.  It  is  easy  of  access,  and  the  air  is  salubrious.  It  was  once  a noted 
and  favorite  watering  place  and  summer  resort,  then  known  as  the  Yellow 
Springs.  As  the  name  would  indicate,  there  is  a never  failing  supply  of 
water,  some  of  which  is  medicinal — chalybeate,  sulphur,  and  magnesia. 


CHESTER  SPRINGS 
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During  the  revolutionary  war  this  place  was  selected  as  a suitable  spot 
whereon  to  erect  a hospital  for  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  from  Brand}'- 
wiue  and  Valley  Forge.  The  building  used  for  that  purpose  is  still  stand- 
ing and  is  in  good  condition,  having  been  repaired  and  improved,  it  is  now 
used  for  school  purposes,  where  the  children  of  heroes  of  the  late  rebellion 
are  receiving  a good  and  thorough  education  at  the  instance  of  a noble 
State. 

The  buildings,  as  seen  in  the  engraving,  are  three  in  number.  The  one 
on  the  right  is  Washington’s  hospital,  and  is  used  only  for  school  and 
chapel  exercises.  The  central  building  is  occupied  by  the  girls  and  some 
of  the  members  of  the  faculty.  On  the  first  floor  are  the  girls’  sitting- 
room,  twenty  by  sixty  feet,  sewing-room,  music-room,  parlor,  office,  and 
library,  all  nicely  carpeted,  and  otherwise  comfortably  furnished.  On  the 
second  and  third  floors  are  sleeping  apartments,  bath-rooms,  furnished 
with  hot  and  cold  water,  clothes-rooms,  &c. 

The  building  on  the  left  is  occupied  by  the  boys,  togetlier  with  some  of 
the  members  of  the  faculty.  On  the  first  floor  are  kitchen,  dining-room, 
store  and  bread-room,  bath-room,  and  sitting-room.  On  second  and 
third  floors  are  bo5^s’  large  dormitories,  teachers’  rooms,  infirmary,  clothes- 
rooms,  mending-room,  and  store-rooms.  These  buildings  are  all  well  ven- 
tilated and  pleasant.  Lying  in  front  of  the  buildings  are  well  shaded 
play  grounds  of  ample  size. 

The  school  was  organized  in  March,  18^8,  and  is  under  the  management 
of  a board  of  trustees,  of  which  since  June,  1 870,  M.  S.  IMcCullough,  Es([uire, 
of  Philadelphia,  has  been  president,  under  whose  able  administration  many 
comforts  have  been  added  and  great  improvements  have  been  made. 

The  health  of  the  school  has  been  good  throughout  the  term  of  vears  it 
has  been  in  operation.  Six  hundred  and  thirtj'-eight  children  have  been 
admitted  ; one  hundred  and  seventy-six  of  whom  are  now  in  school.  Of 
the  number  who  have  left  ns,  a large  majority  are  filling  positions  of  re- 
sponsibility and  trust,  and  have  become  valuable  citizens. 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  and  retain  good  and  efficient  teachers 
and  employes.  In  this  we  feel  that  we  have  been  eminently  successful.  The 
educational  department  has  been  conducted  by  Mr.  D.  A.  Harman,  a nor- 
mal school  graduate  and  experienced  teacher,  who  has  been  ably  assisted 
by  Messrs.  M.  E.  McLinn  and  L.  A.  Halfiey,  and  Misses  M.  E.  AYickersham, 
E.  Sharpless,  and  Mi’s.  B.  A.  Ilaffiey.  Mr.  J.  W.  Snyder,  superintendent 
of  boys,  and  Miss  E.  C.  Woodward,  matron,  have  filled  their  respective 
positions  for  several  3mars  with  competency. 

Teachers,  emplojms,  and  children  live  together  in  perfect  harmonjL  A 
home  feeling  prevades  the  whole  institution,  which  is  observed  and  spoken 
of  by  all  who  visit  us.  AVhile  the  children  are  under  good  control,  there 
is  an  absence  of  restraint  which  is  pleasant  and  not  usual  in  large  schools. 
The  children  are  taught  to  feel  that  their  happiness  depends  upon  their 
conduct,  that  they  have  a work  to  do,  and  that  their  comfort  as  well  as 
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datj"  requires  them  to  do  that  work  well.  It  is  our  aim  to  make  good  men 
and  women  of  the  boys  and  girls  entrusted  to  our  care.  The  teachers  and 
other  officers  of  the  school  do  not  confine  themselves  to  stipulated  hours 
of  duty,  but  are  earnest  workers,  willing  to  give  their  whole  time  to  the 
moral  and  religious  as  well  as  the  intellectual  culture  of  the  children. 

No  important  changes  have  taken  place  since  our  last  rei)ort.  The  work, 
so  well  begun,  was  taken  up  in  September,  1817,  where  we  left  off  in  July, 
for,  as  stated  in  our  report  of  that  year,  the  teachers  and  employes  were 
reengaged  for  the  ensuing  term.  The  children  returned  to  school  promptly 
at  the  close  of  vacation,  and  with  cheerful  hearts  and  willing  hands  re- 
sumed their  labors  in  the  school-room,  and  out,  as  if  but  a few  days  had 
intervened  since  they  laid  aside  their  work  to  enjoy  the  summer  holidays. 

Health. — Regular  habits  are  observed,  by  which  in  this  healthful  local- 
ity, with  an  abundance  of  water  and  free  use  of  baths,  the  school  has  been 
kept  in  good  sanitary  condition  throughout  the  year,  and  medical  aid  was 
not  much  needed. 

Clothing. — The  children,  this  year,  have  taken  great  pride  in  the  pre- 
servation of  their  clothing.  They  returned  to  school  with  almost  every 
article  in  good  condition.  To  this  was  added  the  year’s  supply, consequently 
they  have  now  an  abundance  of  good,  and  really  nice  clothing.  The  boys 
liave  each  a dress  suit  of  navy  blue  cloth,  all  wool,  two  pairs  dark  blue, 
and  one  pair  of  light  blue  kersey  pants,  with  winter  coat,  and  other  cloth- 
ing in  sufficient  quantity.  The  girls  have  eacli  a seal  brown  iioplin  suit, 
and  very  good  plaid  flannel  dress  for  winter,  a mohair  de-bege  suit,  hand- 
somely made,  and  trimmed  with  fringe,  gingham  and  pink  calico  dress  for 
summer,  beside  other  dresses  used  for  working,  with  a good  supplj?^  of  other 
clothing,  consisting  of  hats,  water-proof  circular,  white  and  gingham  aprons, 
skirts,  woven  under-vests,  &c. 

Deportment. — In  deportment  we  see  marked  improvement,  and  very 
satisfactory  results  from  the  strenuous  efforts  put  forth  to  improve  the 
moral  and  religious  character. 

Work. — The  school  having  been  increased  by  the  admission  of  many 
small  children,  it  became  necessary  to  employ  more  help,  as  we  found  it 
difficult  to  have  the  work  well  done,  although  the  children  did  willingly  and 
well  all  they  were  able  to  accomplish. 

Buildings. — The  buildings  are  in  good  condition.  Repairs  having  been 
kept  up,  and  improvements  added  as  it  became  necessary.  The  furniture, 
beds,  and  bedding  are  good  and  comfortable. 

Education. — The  progress  in  education  has  been  very  satisfactory.  The 
pupils  have  had  every  opportunity  afforded  them  by  faithful,  earnest,  and 
eflicient  teachers,  who  spared  neither  time  nor  talent  to  secure  good  results. 
But,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  young  children,  the  primary  grades  are 
large,  and  the  advanced  are  small,  but  the  work  done  in  all  grades,  as  was 
remarked  by  the  State  examiner,  at  our  recent  examination,  was  “ good 
honest  work.” 
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The  McCullough  Literary  Society,  which  has  become  an  important 
feature  in  our  school,  has  opened  an  avenue  to  thought,  and  with  the  libraiy 
belonging  to  the  societj’,  together  with  the  school  libraiy,  dailj^  and  weekly 
papers  and  journals,  is  developing  the  mind,  and  awakening  a desire  for 
general  information,  which  is  the  result  to  be  desired.  A fine  o;gan  has 
been  purchased  by  the  society,  and  several  valuable  volumes  added  to  its 
library  during  the  3’ear.  The  trustees  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  school 
a Mason  and  Hamlin  organ  and  piano,  both  veiy  fine  instruments.  The 
brass  band  has  been  re-organized,  and  the  instruments  put  in  good  repair. 

Religious. — Religious  training  is  given  in  the  morning  and  evening 
devotion,  prajmr  meetings.  Sabbath  morning  excercises  and  Sabbath  school 
in  the  afternoon.  When  the  walking  is  ‘good,  the  pupils  attend  church 
one  mile  distant,  and  ministers  from  the  neighboring  churches  hold  ser- 
vices here  at  stated  intervals.  More  than  usual  interest  has  been  felt  in 
these  exercises,  and  we  trust  that  the  good  seed  sown  will  jdeld  a rich 
harvest. 

General  Remarks. — The  jmar  just  ended  has  been  the  most  pleasant 
in  the  histoiy  of  the  school,  and  we  believe  the  standard  has  neimr  been 
so  high.  Miss  L.  A.  Harman  has  been  engaged  to  fill  the  place  made 
vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  L.  A.  Halfly,  with  this  exception,  there 
will  be  no  change,  and  trusting  to  the  Divine  favor,  we  look  forward  to  a 
prosperous  and  happy  year. 


DAYTOIV — Huarli  McCaiidless,  Principal- 

This  school  is  located  at  Dayton,  in  the  north-east  part  of  Armstrong 
county,  and  was  founded  in  the  year  1866. 

When  it  was  first  known  in  the  summer  of  1866  that  a school  was  needed 
in  this  or  one  of  the  adjoining  counties,  the  citizens  of  Dayton,  after  hold 
ing  one  or  two  meetings,  delegated  Reverend  D.  K.  Dull’  to  confer,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  orphan  school,  with  Honorable  Thomas  H.  Burrows,  then 
Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans.  Doctor  Burrows  idsited  the  place, 
and  after  making  an  arrangement  with  some  of  the  leading  men  for  the 
opening  of  the  school,  selected  the  site  on  vfhich  the  buildings  now  stand. 
A company  was  then  formed,  with  a capital  of  $15,000,  and  was  composed 
of  twentj^-two  members.  Buildings  were  rented  until  more  suitable  ac- 
commodations could  be  procured.  During  the  fall  of  the  same  jmar  the 
company  bought  thirty-five  acres  of  land  and  began  the  erection  of  build- 
ings. Three  two-stoiy  substantial  frame  houses  were  built,  and  were  to- 
gether capable  of  accommodating  about  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  chil- 
dren. In  December,  1873,  two  of  these  houses  and  nearly  all  their  con- 
tents were  destroyed  by  fire  ; but  were  re-placed  within  six  months  by  two 
others,  both  of  which  were  better  and  more  convenient  than  the  former 
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Reverend  T.  M.  Elder  was  chosen  principal,  and  conducted  the  school 
from  its  commencement,  November  1,  1866,  till  his  resignation,  September 
1,  ISH.  At  this  date  Reverend  J.  E.  Dodds  was  chosen  principal,  and 
through  an  oversight,  consequent  on  the  change  of  principals,  the  number  of 
orphans  was  increased  from  two  hundred  and  six  to  two  hundred  and  forty- 
seven,  a greater  number  than  could  be  properly  taken  care  of  with  the  ac- 
commodations then  pi’ovided.  Through  discharges,  transfers,  or  other- 
wise, the  number  gradually  decreased,  till,  on  the  5th  day  of  January, 
1812,  there  were  only  one  hundred  and  ninety  scholars  present.  At  this 
date  Reverend  Dodds  resigned,  and  Professor  Hugh  McCandless,  the  pres- 
ent principal,  was  chosen  to  take  his  place. 

The  whole  number  of  orphans  received  into  the  school  from  its  com- 
mencement to  the  present  time  is  six  hundred  and  seventy-two.  Of  these, 
six  died  ; twenty-eight  were  transferred  to  other  schools  ; fifty-seven  were 
discharged  by  order  of  the  superintendent ; four  hundred  and  eight  were 
discharged  by  reason  of  age — leaving  now  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 
still  in  school. 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  events  of  the  past  year,  and  remember  that 
diphtheria,  in  a malignant  form,  prevailed  in  our  immediate  neighborhood, 
and  how  many  homes  have  been  made  sad  by  losing  from  one  to  four  of 
its  members,  and  that  there  has  been  but  two  deaths  in  our  school,  we 
are  led  to  acknowledge  the  goodness  of  God  towards  us,  and  say  that  the 
health  of  the  school  has  been  exceedingly  good.  James  E.  Dixon,  aged 
twelve  years,  after  a short  illness,  died  of  croup,  October  9,  and  a few 
da3's  later,  October  21,  Frank  Miller,  a little  boy,  ten  years  old,  died  of 
diphtheria. 

With  these  two  exceptions,  there  has  not  been  anj"  sickness  which  re- 
quired more  than  a little,  prompt,  and  kind  attention. 

Educational. — The  method  of  instruction  and  the  studies  pursued  have 
been  the  same  as  the  year  previous.  Owing,  however,  to  the  large  num- 
ber discharged  on  age,  who  were  principally  in  the  higher  grades,  and  a 
large  number  admitted  who  are  all  small,  and  have  had  but  little  education, 
the  school  is  not  as  far  advanced,  educationally,  as  the  previous  year  ; but 
the  progress  of  the  pupils  during  the  year  has  been  quite  satisfactory. 

From  the  interest  manifested  by  both  teachers  and  pupils,  we  feel  as- 
sured that  it  will  not  be  long  until  the  higher  grades  will  again  be  filled. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  teachers,  the  larger  pupils  have  organized  a 
literaiy  society,  which  meets  weekly,  for  improvement  in  reading,  essays, 
select  orations,  original  orations,  dialogues,  and  debates,  &c. 

Religious  and  Moral. — As  regards  these,  there  is  nothing  new  to  re- 
port. Tlie  children  attend  religious  services  every  Sabbath  morning  at 
some  one  of  the  churches  in  tins  place,  and  in  the  afternoon  they  are  con- 
vened in  the  school-room  to  study  and  recite  their  Sabbath  school  lesson. 

There  is  a constant  effort  made  by  all  the  employes  to  keep  before  the 
minds  of  the  children  the  great  importance  of  being  kind  and  affectionate 
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to  one  another,  and  of  forming  good  and  correct  principles  while  they  are 
young.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  their  labor  has  not  been  in  A’ain. 

Industry. — In  this  department  satisfactory  results  liai'e  been  attained. 
Sixteen  boys,  during  part  of  the  year,  under  the  care  of  W.  P.  Oberlin, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  year,  under  the  care  of  Charles  .Oberlin,  have 
made  all  the  everjulay  hoots  and  shoes,  and  done  all  the  shoe  mending 
needed  in  the  school.  Some  of  the  hoys  before  leaving  the  school  can 
make  a neat  substantial  boot  or  shoe  without  anj’  assistance. 

The  remainder  of  the  boys  do  all  the  other  work,  farm,  chop  wood,  haul 
water,  and  keep  their  building  clean.  The  girls  do  all  the  work  pertaining  to 
their  department. 

All  needed  improvements  have  been  promptly  made.  Among  the  most 
important  is  painting  the  boys  sleeping-room  and  the  main  school-room 
and  class-rooms,  giving  them  a cheerful  and  attractive  appearance. 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  corps  of  employes  of  the  last 
year,  to  which  must  be  attributed,  in  the  main,  the  success  that  attended 
our  school  during  the  entire  year. 

In  concluding  this  report,  it  is  but  just  to  say  that  ray  thanks  are  due 
to  the  employes  for  their  faithful  and  persevering  efforts,  and  to  all  others 
who  by  their  kindness  have  aided  in  adv^ancing  the  interest  of  the  school. 


HAKFORD— II.  S.  Sweet,  rimcipal, 

This  institution  is  situated  in  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  on  the  line 
of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna,  and  Western  Railroad.  IMidway  between 
Scranton  and  Binghamton.  It  was  formely  tlie  Harford  Uuwersity.  char- 
tered in  ISII,  and  conducted  for  many  years  by  Revmrend  Lyman  Richard- 
son, as  a classical  school,  which  acquired  considerable  reputation.  Upon 
the  recommendation  of  Honorable  Thomas  H.  Burrowes,  then  Superinten- 
dent of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools,  Professor  C.  W.  Deans,  superintendent 
of  common  schools  of  Chester  county,  purchased  the  buildings,  and  sub- 
sequently a farm  of  two  hundred  acres.  Tlie  necessary  repairs  and  altera- 
tions were  made,  that  the  wants  of  an  orphan  school  demanded. 

In  Xovember,  1865,  the  school  was  opened  with  eighteen  children  in  at- 
tendance, but  before  the  close  of  the  scholastic  year,  over  one  hundred 
children  were  admitted. 

The  numbers  were  soon  raised  to  one  hundred  and  fifty,  which  was  aliout 
the  avmrage  number,  until  18t5.  Since  there  havm  been  nearly  two  hun- 
dred children  present. 

As  the  school  increased,  additional  buildings  were  erected.  In  18(18, 
Professor  H.  S.  Sweet  was  made  principal,  which  position  he  has  occupied 
to  the  present,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1813,  during  which  Doctor 
H.  N.  Pennepacker  had  charge  of  the  institution. 
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During  the  first  year  the  school  was  fully  organized,  and  but  little  devi- 
ation from  the  original  plan  has  been  made.  The  boarding  department 
was  leased  to  C.  L.  Hallstead,  by  Mr.  Deans,  and  subsequently  to  A.  J. 
Seamans. 

After  the  death  of  Professor  Deans,  which  occurred  in  March,  1873, 
Professor  Sweet  became  tlie  proprietor,  and  assumed  the  general  control, 
giving  the  care  of  the  educational  department  to  Professor  M.  Kasson. 

Five  experienced  teachers  are  employed,  and  the  school  thoroughly 
graded  All  the  English  branches,  both  common  and  higher,  are  taught, 
and  during  the  spring  terms  the  modern  and  ancient  languages.  The 
numbers  in  these  studies  being  augmented  by  teachers  from  adjacent 
schools,  whose  terms  expire  at  the  close  of  the  winter. 

Many  desire  to  become  teachers,  and  especial  attention  is  given  to  them, 
and  most  have  taught  successfully,  entering  the  work  as  soon  as  arriving 
at  sixteen  years  of  age.  All  that  have  entered  the  normal  schools  have 
proved  themselves  competent  teachers,  and  have  occupied  responsible 
positions. 

Instruction  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music  is  given,  and  drill  in  mili- 
tary tactics  is  required. 

The  sanitary  condition  has  been  good  as  a whole.  But  two  notable  ex- 
ceptions have  occurred.  In  the  years  1871  and  1877  typhoid  fever  pre- 
vailed to  an  alarming  extent,  and  at  the  latter  time  proved  fatal  in  several 
cases.  Through  the  untiring  energy  of  Doctor  Pennepacker,  the  physi- 
cian in  charge,  assisted  by  all  connected  with  the  school,  as  well  as  the 
patrons,  the  institution  was  carried  through  the  sad  trial.  The  confidence 
of  the  people  was  retained. 

The  discipline  of  the  school  has  been  parental ; moral  suasion  is  adopted 
by  all  in  charge.  The  religious  training  has  been  carefully  looked  after. 
The  clergymen  residing  near,  holding  services  in  the  chapel  regularly. 
All  are  required  to  attend  Sabbath  school,  which  is  conducted  by  the 
principal,  assisted  by  those  connected  with  the  school.  There  are  devo- 
tional exercises,  morning  and  evening.  The  majority  that  have  left  the 
institution  have  become  useful  members  of  society,  and  some  have  been 
honored  with  responsible  positions. 

So  few  changes  have  taken  place  during  the  past  year,  that  little  can  be 
added  to  previous  reports  concerning  the  workings  of  this  institution.  Our 
school  opened,  after  the  annual  vacation,  witli  flattering  prospects,  and  the 
first  month’s  work  gave  us  reason  for  anticipating  a more  successful  year’s 
work  than  had  ever  been  done.  But  soon  after  the  fall  rains,  (which  were 
very  heavy,  and  after  a prolonged  drouth,)  diphtheria  entered  the  school, 
and  a majority  of  the  children  were  attacked  by  this  dreaded  disease.  It 
proved  fatal  in  three  cases  only.  Medical  experts  were  called  in  to  exam- 
ine the  premises,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  disease,  but  they 
wei’e  able  to  discover  none.  Before  we  had  fairly  recovered  from  diph- 
theria, its  concomitant,  typhoid  fever,  prevailed  among  both  pupils  and 
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employes  to  an  alarming  extent.  Work  in  the  school-room  was  suspended, 
the  teachers,  employes,  and  a large  number  of  assistants  were  required  to 
care  for  the  sick.  The  mortality  was  increased  by  a recurrence  of  diph- 
theria, while  the  patient  was  very  low  with  the  fever. 

During  the  winter  we  again  opened  the  school,  with  many  additions  to 
the  numbers,  and  since  that  time  have  enjoyed  uninterruptedly  good 
health.  The  work  in  the  school-room  has  been  successful,  but  has  not  at- 
tained the  standard  we  would  have  reached  if  the  school  had  not  been  in- 
terrupted by  sickness. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  liepublican,  Democrat^  and  Ri’-porter^  for  cour- 
tesies, as  well  as  favorable  notices  and  paragraphs,  and  trust  that  their 
future  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  school  will  not  decrease. 


LIJVCOLN  INSTITUTIOjV— Margaret  Y.  Clay,  Secretary  Board  of  Managers. 

The  Lincoln  Institution  was  incorporated  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixt3'-six,  (18()6),and  the  first  sohlier’s  or- 
phan was  admitted  April  12,  of  the  same  j^ear.  Since  then,  there  has 
been  admitted  one  hundred  and  fiftj'-six  (1.56.)  At  present  there  are  one 
hundred  and  nine  (109)  under  sixteen  j-ears  of  age,  ninetj'-one  (91)  at  the 
Educational  Home,  and  eighteen  (18)  at  the  Lincoln  Institution.  Seventj'- 
three  (73)  have  become  of  age,  fifty-six  (56)  have  returned  to  their  homes, 
and  seventeen  (17)  still  remain  at  the  institution  by  paying  a nominal 
board. 

The  system  of  placing  boj^s  at  work  has  been  most  successful,  as  the}' 
are  in  a great  measure,  when  dismissed  from  the  care  of  the  State,  able  to 
support  themselves.  The  positions  the  most  of  them  occupy  in  mercan- 
tile life  show  they  are  as  far  advanced  in  their  scholarship  as  any  other 
boys  of  their  age. 

It  becomes  our  duty,  as  a board  of  managers,  to  present  you  some  ac- 
count of  the  workings  of  the  Lincoln  Institution  for  the  past  twelve 
months. 

Permit  us  to  express  our  deep-felt  pleasure  in  the  manifold  ways  that 
we  have  seen  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  home  so  thoroughly  en- 
forced, and  so  happily  accomplished.  We  have  a most  judicious  and  con- 
scientious corps  of  officers  and  teachers,  wlio,  we  know,  have  discharged 
their  duties  to  the  managers  and  pupils. 

The  library  is  a great  charm  to  the  boys.  There  many  of  them  spend 
their  evenings  in  preference  to  going  out  of  the  house  for  amusement ; 
one  great  object  of  the  management  being  to  truly  make  the  Lincoln  a 
home  to  which  those  who  have  been  sheltered  during  their  tender  years 
may  look  back,  in  the  future,  amid  the  hard  struggle  of  life,  and  keep  the 
feet  in  paths  of  uprightness. 
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The  hoard  of  councillors  is  most  efficient  in  its  supervision  of  the  boys, 
and  takes  great  pleasure  in  affirming  that  they  have  excelled  in  their  dif- 
ferent departments. 

The  number  of  boys  on  roll  for  the  past  year  was  eighty-eight.  Of  that 
number  nineteen  are  State  soldiers’  orphans  under  the  limited  age.  The 
health  of  the  boys  has  been  remarkably  good,  no  severe  cases  of  sickness 
having  visited  the  house. 

The  physical  and  mental  bearing  of  the  boys,  their  cheerful  obedience 
to  enforced  rules,  and  their  good  standing  in  the  community,  prove  that 
the  Lincoln  Institution  still  holds  its  place  among  the  first  institutions  of 
our  Commonwealth. 


MAIVSPIELD — P.  A.  Allen,  Principal. 

This  school  had  its  origin  in  a desire  for  suitable  material  for  a model 
school  for  the  State  Normal  School  of  the  Fifth  District. 

In  1867,  the  principal  of  the  normal  school  proposed  to  Colonel  McFar- 
land, the  Superintendent  of  Orphan  Schools,  that  he  would  take  fifty  of 
these  children  for  his  model  school.  This  proposition  was  accepted,  and 
in  October  of  that  year,  the  children  began  to  arrive,  so  that  by  the  1st 
of  January,  fifty-six  had  entered.  ^ 

The  building  secured  for  this  purpose  was  formerly  used  for  mercantile 
purposes.  It  answered  very  well  until  the  numbers  ran  up  to  a hundred, 
when  ic  was  found  necessary  to  obtain  larger  and  better  buildings  and 
grounds. 

The  present  main  building,  together  with  ample  grounds,  was  purchased 
the  last  of  October,  of  1869.  The  building  was  originally  intended  for  a 
hotel.  It  is  sixty-five  by  forty-five,  and  when  purchased,  was  but  two 
stories,  with  a basement,  which  was  used  for  a kitchen  and  dining-room. 
The  building  was  simply  inclosed  and  floors  laid.  This  was  fortunate,  for 
it  gave  ample  scope  for  arranging  rooms  as  best  suited  the  demands  of 
the  school  and  home. 

In  the  rear  of  the  main  building,  as  shown  in  the  cut,  and  entirel}’^  out 
of  view  in  the  picture,  was  built  an  addition,  lift}'  bj"  twenty-four,  two 
stories  high.  This  is  used  as  a chapel  and  school-room,  with  dormitories 
above.  These  constituted  our  building  for  about  two  years  more,  when 
the  increase  of  pupils  demanded  more  room.  There  was  constructed  a two 
story  dining  hall  and  kitchen,  twenty-nine  by  eighty,  the  south  end  of 
which  is  seen  in  the  cut.  And  the  story  was  added  to  the  main  building, 
which  story  has  been  occupied  for  sleeping  purposes.  Another  building 
in  front  of,  and  across  the  road  from  the  main  building,  was  purchased, 
giving  more  ground  for  play,  and  rooms  for  school,  sewing-room,  and  dor- 
mitories. With  the  exception  of  a chamber  rented  for  a dormitory, 
these  comprise  the  buildings  for  our  home  and  school. 
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The  uncertainty  of  the  continuance  of  these  schools,  as  well  as  the  un- 
certainty of  the  number  of  jiupils  that  might  be  sent,  rendered  it  impossible 
to  make  any  economical  expenditure  of  money  in  buildings.  This  un- 
doubtedly has  been  felt  more  or  less  by  all  the  schools  in  the  State.  Con- 
sequently cheap,  temporary,  and  inexpensive  buildings  have  been  con- 
structed, meeting  only  present  demands.  Whereas,  had  there  been  some 
definiteness  or  certainty  touching  these  matters,  buildings,  and  fixtures 
would  have  been  constructed  for  prospective  use,  much  cheaper,  better, 
and  far  more  comely  in  appearance,  but  these  were  matters  which  seemed 
to  be  beyond  the  forecast  of  even  “ old  probability,”  but,  with  all  these 
doubts,  the  buildings  and  grounds  now  occupied  are  quite  satisfactory,  and 
when  the  present  nearly  finished  improvements  are  completed,  few  schools, 
if  any,  in  the  fc^tate  will  be  able  to  show  a more  complete  set  of  buildings 
in  all  their  appointments  than  these. 

The  problem  most  difficult  of  solution  for  several  3’ears,  was  that  of  the 
employment  of  our  boys,  so  as  to  render  their  labor  instructiim  and  valu- 
able to  them,  and  partiallj^  remunerative  to  the  school.  Much  time,  and 
some  money  was  expended  in  ascertaining  whether  any  of  the  trades  could 
be  introduced  to  advantage.  It  was  found  that  of  the  most  of  manufac- 
tured articles,  machinery  was  necessary  in  order  to  make  it  at  all  remunerative. 
It  was  further  found,  that  in  order  to  compete  with  others,  which  was  ne- 
cessary that  sales  could  be  made,  skill  was  necessary  in  the  workmanship. 
This  could  not  be  obtained  from  the  two  hour’s  labor  of  boys  each  day, 
whose  term  of  service  expired  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Whenever  machin- 
ery was  used,  it  lessened  the  number  of  laborers,  the  opposite  of  which 
was  desired.  So  with  us,  the  trade  project  was  abandoned,  and  the  farm- 
ing project  substituted. 

In  the  spring  of  1812,  a farm  contiguous  to  the  school  was  purchased, 
consisting  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  About  one  half  of  this  had 
been  cleared,  and  was  used  for  grazing  purposes.  Not  a foot  had  ever 
been  plowed  or  stumped.  Not  a building  on  the  farm. 

In  less  than  two  hours  after  its  purchase,  some  sixty  boys  with  matches 
in  tlieir  pockets,  invaded  the  field  of  stumps,  and  by  the  time  darkness  set 
in,  there  were  at  least  fifty  acres  of  stump-fires  lighting  the  country  for 
miles  around. 

Then  began  the  process  of  cleaning  and  fitting  the  land  for  crops.  This 
has  been  continued  from  that  day  to  this,  and  it  is  quite  doubtful  whether 
there  is  another  farm  in  Tioga  county  of  the  same  number  of  acres  that  is 
in  a better  state  of  cultivation,  or  more  productive  than  this.  The  crop 
of  last  year  is  as  follows : Twenty-seven  hundred  and  seventy  bushels  of 
potatoes ; five  thousand  bushels  of  ruta  bagas ; thirty  thousand  heads  of 
cabbage ; six  hundred  bushels  of  oats  ; five  hundred  bushels  of  corn ; 
thirty  tons  of  hay,  etc.  These  were  our  main  crops. 

The  stock  consists  of  five  horses,  a yoke  of  oxen,  twenty-two  cows,  and 
about  sixty  hogs,  with  plenty  of  fowls.  One  of  the  finest  barns  of  the 
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county  has  been  built,  as  well  as  a neat  commodious  house,  and  out-build- 
ings constructed. 

A farmer  is  hired  b}"  the  year,  also  three  men  as  teamsters,  and  one  man 
besides  for  milking  and  gardening  purposes,  assisted  by  a man  employed 
during  the  working  months  of  the  year.  Our  boys  find  their  two  hours  of 
work  each  day  among  and  with  these  men,  under  the  instruction  of  the 
fa  rmer. 

The  school  has  now  been  in  existence  ten  years.  The  average  number 
of  pupils  has  been  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  and  nine  tenths  ; whole 
number  of  pupils  for  the  ten  years,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine.  Number  of  different  pupils,  five  hundred  and  forty-six.  The  whole 
number  of  deaths,  thirteen.  Up  to  ISU,  only  five  deaths  had  occurred. 
Last  year,  diptheria  took  off  eight.  ' 

A large  number  of  our  pupils,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  list  of  “ Sixteeners,” 
have  become  fine,  intelligent,  useful,  and  valuable  citizens,  filling  many 
places  of  honor  and  trust.  Many  have  completed  the  elementary  course 
in  the  normal  school,  and  are  now  teaching. 

Education. — The  only  material  change  made  since  our  last  report,  will  be 
found  in  the  scholastic  department.  One  hundred  children  from  the  lower 
grades  were  transferi’ed  to  the  normal  school  at  the  beginning  of  the  jmar, 
as  a model  school  for  the  normal  school.  These  were  placed  under  the 
immediate  charge  of  Professor  W.  S.  Ilulslander,  a graduate  of  the  ele- 
mentary and  scientific  course  in  the  normal  school. 

The  school  is  divided  into  five  grades,  and  these  grades  are  taught  by 
members  of  the  senior  class,  each  teaching  forty-five  minutes  a day  for 
one  half  the  school  year. 

The  school-room  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  grade  has  been  changed,  for  one 
in  the  normal  buildings.  This  change  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  stim- 
ulating our  pupils  to  greater  diligence  and  better  behavior.  If  they  at- 
tain to  certain  standards  of  excellence,  they  are  at  once  transferred  to  the 
normal  department,  and  recite  with  the  normal  classes.  Thus  far  this  has 
worked  like  a charm.  Some  fifteen  were  thus  transferred  last  year.  But 
the  most  gratifying  feature  in  this,  is  seen  in  the  standing  of  orphan  with 
normal  pupils  in  their  respective  classes.  This  furnishes  a fine  opportu- 
nity for  showing  the  excellence  of  our  drill  in  the  different  departments 
of  the  orphan  school,  as  contrasted  with  that  of  our  schools  throughout 
the  State. 

Many  of  these  pupils  thus  transferred,  are  able  to  enter  the  junior 
classes  by  the  time  they  are  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  some  have  entered 
the  senior  class,  graduating  the  year  after  leaving  the  orphan  school. 

So  far  as  the  educational  department  of  our  school  is  concerned,  it  is 
all  that  could  be  expected.  Indeed,  it  may  be  safely  said  that  it  cannot 
be  equaled  in  the  State.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  fact  of  our  proximity 
to  the  normal  school. 

Industry. — No  change.  The  farm  work  has  been  very  satisfactory.  An 
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abundant  harvest  has  crowned  our  labors.  An  enumeration  of  crops  grown 
maj'  be  found  in  the  historical  sketch  accompanying  this  report.  Our 
boys  work  cheerfully  and  well.  Many  of  them  become  quite  skillful,  and 
show  evident  signs  of  taste,  tact,  and  talent  for  agricultural  pursuits. 

Health. — The  mortality  of  the  school  during  the  past  year  has  exceeded, 
in  number,  bj'  nearly  one  half,  all  former  years.  It  is  a source  of  deep 
regret  that  we  have  to  report  the  death  of  eight  of  our  number — five  dying 
in  the  school,  and  three  at  their  homes. 

Diphtheria,  of  a malignant  type,  prevailed  throughout  this  section  of 
country,  proving  fatal  in  many  cases.  The  number  of  deaths  in  our  school 
is  mucli  smaller,  proportionally,  than  in  the  surrounding  country.  It  is 
somewhat  remarkable,  that  almost  all  of  the  sickness  of  the  school  has 
been  confined  to  those  just  admitted. 

Every  death  of  the  jmar  has  been  from  the  number  that  had  been  in  the 
school  less  than  two  months.  Two  of  them  died  in  less  than  a week  after 
entering — they  had  sore  throats  when  they  came  in.  The  most  of  those 
recentl}^  entered  are  of  scrofula  diathesis. 

And  this  leads  me  to  remark,  that  the  children  entered  since  the  decision 
to  admit  those  of  diseased  or  disabled  soldiers,  are  far  less  healthy  and 
rugged  than  those  previously  entered  under  the  old  ruling.  Our  orphan 
boj's  and  girls,  as  a rule,  are  tough,  healthy,  rugged,  and  robust — mucli  be- 
yond those  of  an}'  community. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure,  in  closing  this  report,  to  beai'  testimon}'  to 
the  efficient,  cheerful,  hearty  cooperation  of  all  who  have  been  connected 
with  the  school.  They  are  all,  in  the  largest  sense  of  tlie  word,  not  onl}' 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  but  good,  faithful  Christian  laborers.  Several  of 
them  have  been  with  us  since  the  founding  of  the  school.  iNIost  heartily 
do  I tender  to  them  my  most  sincere  thanks. 

But  I must  not  close  without  speaking  of  the  untiring  and  ceaseless  ef- 
forts and  valuable  services  of  Doctor  Eliza  Beach,  who  has  so  skillfully  and 
faithfully  ministered  to  our  sick.  She  deserves  far  more  than  the  medical 
fees  given  her,  and  she  has  it  in  the  gratitude  stored  up  in  the  hearts  of  all 
who  know  of  her  labors. 


McALISTERVILLE— Jacob  Smith.  Lessee. 

The  institution  known  as  McAlisterville  Academy  was  opened  for  the 
reception  of  soldiers’  orphans  in  November,  1864.  It  took  a prominent 
part  in  educating  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  these  schools.  Many  mem- 
orable events  have  taken  place  in  the  hall  of  Representatives  at  Harris- 
burg, but  none  of  these  were  fraught  with  greater  interest  than  that  which 
occurred  in  March,  1866,  when  these  children  appeared  before  the  execu- 
tive and  legislative  heads  pleading  to  be  taken  under  tlie  care  of  the  State. 
This  school  was  largely  represented  on  that  occasion,  and  boro  an  honor- 


48 


Annual  Report  op  the 


[No.  9, 


able  part  in  the  day’s  proceedings.  From  1864  to  1816  the  school  was 
under  the  control  of  Colonel  George  F.  McFarland,  with  the  exception  of 
a few  3’ears,  when  official  position  prevented  him  from  having  any  financial 
interest  in  it. 

In  January,  1816,  the  school  passed  into  the  hands  of  Jacob  Smith,  as  pro- 
prietor. At  that  date  the  roll  showed  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  pupils 
in  the  school.  Its  number  has  steadily  increased.  It  has  enjoyed  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  those  under  its  charge.  The  intellectual  train- 
ing of  the  children  has  been  satisfactory  ; the  moral  atmosphere  has  been 
pure  ; while  their  phj^sical  development  has  been  an  object  of  special  care. 
The  school  has  had  its  days  of  prosperity  and  nights  of  trial  and  trouble. 
In  one  season  alone  seventy-five  of  the  inmates  were  stricken  with  typhoid 
fever;  yet,  with  excellent  medical  attention  and  careful  nursing,  but  three 
cases  proved  fatal.  The  roll  of  the  school  shows  that  six  hundred  and 
eight  have  been  admitted  on  order,  two  hundred  and  twenty  on  transfer, 
making  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight  children  that  have  enjoyed  the 
advantages  of  the  home.  Of  these,  three  hundred  and  sixt^^-two  have  been 
discharged  on  age,  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  on  order,  and  eighteen 
deaths — in  all  six  hundred  and  fiftj^-two — leaving  on  the  roll,  September 
1,  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  pupils.  Of  those  gone  out  from  the  school, 
most  are  doing  well.  They  are  found  in  almost  every  State  in  the  Union, 
and  are  engaged  in  all  the  honorable  pursuits  of  life. 

The  school  year  just  closed  has  left  us  better  prepared  than  ever  before 
to  meet  the  responsibilities  of  the  one  to  follow.  The  reforms  spoken  of 
in  the  last  report  have  worked  admirably.  Teachers  and  taught  have 
frequently  manifested  their  approval  of  the  present  efficient  management 
of  the  school.  Our  last  examination  was  highly  spoken  of  by  those  in 
attendance.  The  primary  department  was  a special  object  of  interest, 
which,  during  the  last  year,  was  under  the  exclusive  control  of  Mrs.  Bogle. 
The  little  folks  did  splendidly,  and  reflected  great  credit  upon  the  pro- 
ficiency of  their  lady  teacher.  The  year  brought  with  it  its  time  of  sor- 
row and  season  of  rejoicing — sorrow  for  the  little  one  transferred  from  our 
orphans’  home  to  the  school  of  angels  on  high,  rejoicing  in  the  kindness 
of  a good  Providence  in  so  staying  the  angel  of  death  that  but  one  empty 
void  remains.  All  things  considered,  the  McAlisterville  school  is  accom- 
plishing all  that  could  be  desired. 


MERCER — George  W.  Wriglit,  Manager. 

The  Mercer  Soldiers’  Orphan  School  was  established  January  1, 1868,  in 
the  borough  of  Mercer,  the  county  seat  of  Mercer  county.  The  location 
is  admirably  adapted  to  the  purpose,  the  grounds  and  buildings  being 
well  supplied  with  pure  water  from  a spring  on  the  east,  and  fringed  by  a 
winding  stream  on  the  west.  Near  the  buildings  is  a beautiful  natural 
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grove  which  ornaments  the  property,  and  affords  an  excellent  play-ground 
for  the  children  in  the  summer  season.  This  school  was  first  organized  as 
a primary  department  by  INiessrs.  George  Reznor  and  J.  G.  White,  the  pro- 
prietors. It  was  soon  discovered,  however,  that  the  division  of  families 
was  very  unsatisfactory  to  mothers  and  guardians,  as  well  as  to  the  chil- 
dren, and  primary  schools  are  no  longer  known.  New  buildings  have  Ijeen 
erected  from  time  to  time,  and  there  are  now  ample  accommodations  for 
four  hundred  children  in  chapel  and  school-rooms,  dormitories,  dining-hall, 
&c.  The  farm  connected  with  the  institution  is  producthm  and  system- 
atically cultivated  through  the  labor  system  of  the  school. 

In  1814,  the  property  was  purchased  by  George  W.  Wright,  R.  R.  Wright, 
S.  F.  Thompson,  and  John  I.  Gordon,  and  on  the  1st  of  March,  that  year, 
Mr.  White,  the  former  principal,  retired,  and  the  school  has  since  that  time 
been  under  the  management  and  control  of  the  above  named  parties. 

We  feel  that  it  may  be  truthfully  said  that  the  year  just  ended  has  been 
one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  this  institution.  In  preceding 
years  we  have  been  compelled  to  make  improvements  and  alterations  in 
our  buildings,  thereby  incurring  heavy  expense,  and  sometimes  interfering 
with  the  work  of  the  school  department.  The  erection  of  a new  chapel 
last  year,  and  the  re-modeling  of  other  buildings,  have  given  us  increased 
facilities,  and  we  now  have  ample  accommodations  for  four  hundred  chil- 
dren, which  will  not  require  any  considerable  outlay  to  keep  in  good  repair 
for  years.  This,  with  the  unusual  good  health  of  all  connected  with  the 
school,  has  enabled  our  teachers  and  employes  to  accomplish  more  and  with 
greater  ease  to  themselves. 

The  educational  department  has  been  under  the  care  of  Professor  II.  R. 
Stewart,  formerly  principal  of  the  Mercer  Union  schools,  who  has  dis- 
charged his  arduous  duties  in  a satisfactory  and  creditable  manner,  and 
has  secured  the  good  will  and  respect  of  the  pupils.  He  has  been  assisted 
by  an  able  and  efficient  corps  of  teachers — Misses  Williamson,  Howard, 
Shugart,  Braham,  Barackman,  Shaffer,  Anderson,  and  Morrison — who,  by 
their  united  efforts  and  cooperation,  have  secured  a higher  standard  of 
proficiency  than  has  heretofore  been  obtained.  I would  not  under-esti- 
mate the  importance,  in  fact  the  absolute  necessity,  of  securing  the  hearty 
and  cheerful  cooperation  of  the  pupils,  without  wliich  it  wmuld  be  impos- 
i sible  for  any  teacher  to  succeed.  Obedience  in  all  things,  and  a prompt 
I and  cheerful  performance  of  duty,  constitute  good  government.  We  have 
I succeeded  in  our  endeavors  to  have  our  children,  employes,  and  teachers 
! to  feel  at  home  and  take  a mutual  interest  in  the  welfare  and  success  of 
all  connected  with  the  institution,  and  have  thus  obtained  good,  honest 
work  in  the  school-room  and  industrial  departments  from  our  children. 

When  we  come  to  consider  the  evident  lack  of  moral  training  of  a ma- 
jority of  these  children  prior  to  their  admission  to  the  school,  we  feel 
I that  great  good  is  being  done  by  the  influence  and  correct  example  of  our 
4 Sol.  Orp. 
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teachers  and  employes,  who  have  received  the  assistance  and  encourage- 
ment of  the  good  people  of  Mercer  and  vicinity. 

A Sabbath  school  in  the  institution  has  been  organized  during  this  year, 
and  conducted  thus  far  very  successfull}^  and  with  beneficial  results. 

On  Sabbath  mornings  the  children  attend  the  Church  of  their  choice  in 
the  borough,  as  in  previous  years. 

The  labor  departments  have  been  intrusted  to  faithful  and  eflicient  per- 
sons, all  of  whom  have  been  successful  in  their  positions.  Miss  Martin, 
matron,  and  Mrs.  Johnson,  assistant,  are  possessed  of  qualifications  and 
aptness  for  their  situations,  which  is  evidenced  by  the  good  behavior,  and 
the  neat  and  tidy  appearance  of  the  girls  on  all  occasions,  and  under  all 
circumstances.  Owing  to  the  engagement  of  Mr.  Black,  former  male  at- 
tendant at  Mount  Joy  school,  we  were  compelled  to  find  a new  man  for 
that  position.  Mr.  J.  L.  Benn,  an  old  soldier,  was  employed,  and  he  has 
shown  more  than  ordinary  adaptation  to  the  trying  position.  The  boys 
are  civil  and  kind  under  his  guidance,  and  uniformly  perform  their  tasks 
pleasantly  and  promptly.  Their  manners  and  morals  are  subject  to  con- 
stant and  close  attention,  and  will  compare  favorably  with  the  best  regu- 
lated schools  in  the  country. 

We  acknowledge  our  gratitude  to  those  who  have  so  faithfully  labored 
with  us  during  the  past  3’ear.  and  by  their  persistent  efforts  have  con- 
tributed so  much  to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  children  under  our 
care. 


MOUl^T  JOY — Joseph  II.  Martin,  Principal. 

This  institution,  first  established  at  Strasburg,  Lancaster  county,  under 
Professor  J.  R.  Carothers,  was  opened  on  the  20th  day  of  December,  1864, 
bnt  the  accommodations  at  that  place  becoming  inadequate  to  the  wants 
of  the  school,  the  academy  buildings  at  Mount  Joy  were  purchased,  and 
the  orphans,  sixtj'-fonr  in  number,  removed  there.  Its  present  location  is 
a veiy  desirable  and  an  admirable  one.  Monnt  Joy  being  located  in  the 
midst  of  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  productive  agricultural  regions  of  the 
State,  is  noted  for  its  industrions  and  most  excellent  citizens.  It  also  pos- 
sesses good  railroad  facilities,  being  situated  on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad, 
twelve  miles  west  of  Lancaster  city,  and  twenty-five  miles  east  of  Harris- 
burg. The  buildings  and  grounds  occupied,  present  an  inviting  and 
home-like  appearance,  with  a beautiful  lawn  in  front,  laid  out  in  walks,  and 
shaded  with  cornel}'  trees  and  evergreens. 

In  1867  the  school  and  property  was  transferred  to  Honorable  Jesse 
Kenned}',  then  Superintendent  of  the  McAlisterville  Soldiers’  Orphan 
School,  who  took  possession  and  control  of  the  institution  on  December 
1 of  that  year.  Mr.  Kennedy  was  well  and  favorably  known  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State,  having  represented  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and 


MOUNT  JOY  SCHOOL. 

GEORGE  W.  WRIGHT,  MOUNT  JOY, 

Lsncsst©!'  Countyi 
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Perry  in  the  Legislature  of  1862.  Ilis  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  in- 
stitution were  such  that  he  secured  the  confidence  of  the  orphans  and  the  com- 
munity, and  the  number  of  children  in  attendance  rapidly  increased,  until 
there  were  nearly  three  hundred  present,  requiring  large  expenditures  of 
money  for  additional  buildings  and  other  improvements.  l\Ir.  Kennedj^  re- 
mained in  possession  of  and  acted  as  principal  of  the  institution  until  in 
1871,  when  the  property  was  purchased  by  Oeorge  W.  Wright  and  John  I. 
Gordon,  of  Mercer,  Pennsjdvania,  who  took  possession  on  September  1 of 
the  same  year,  with  George  W.  Wright  as  manager,  under  whose  care  and 
direction  the  school  has  since  been  conducted. 

The  past  year  has  probably"  been  the  most  successful  of  any  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  institution.  A very  large  number  of  new  pupils  have  been  ad- 
mitted and  many  important  changes  and  improvements  made  in  the  build- 
ings, discipline,  and  general  management,  adding  largely  to  the  popularity 
of  this  favored  institution. 

The  discipline  of  the  school  has  been  such  as  to  impel  a friendly  and 
homelike  feeling  among  the  children.  Kindness  and  fair  treatment  ever 
being  the  controlling  influence.  The  children  have  been  trained  and  edu- 
cated,  not  broken  or  driven.  The  child  is  put  on  its  honor  and  sense  of 
right,  and  extreme  or  severe  measures  have  only  been  resorted  to  in  rare 
cases. 

It  has  been  the  constant  aim  and  purpose  to  give  such  instruction  and 
discipline  in  the  branches  taught,  as  will  prove  the  most  useful  and  bene- 
ficial in  practical  life.  The  educational  work  during  the  year  has  been 
prosperous,  and  very  satisfactoiy  results  have  been  obtained. 

The  children  are  taught  and  required  to  be  industrious,  tidy,  and  eco- 
nomical, and  while  it  is  a matter  of  regret  that  it  has  not  been  within  the 
power  of  the  management  to  provide  that  diversity  of  labor  which  is  de- 
sirable, and  should  be  made  available  to  properly  fit  these  children  to  suc- 
cessfull}'  contend  with  the  realities  of  after  life,  yet  each  child  is  required 
to  perform  some  species  of  manual  labor  each  day.  The  girls  have  be- 
come quite  proficient  in  dress-making  and  housekeeping,  and  the  boys  in 
farm  work  and  gardening. 

The  money  allowed  by  the  State  for  clothing  has  been  expended  in  the 
most  judicious  manner.  None  but  the  most  necessary  and  substantial  ar- 
ticles have  been  purchased,  and  these  at  the  lowest  wholesale  prices,  and 
we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a marked  improvement  in  the  amount  and 
quality  of  clothing  on  hand. 

At  the  present  time,  the  school,  and  all  connected  with  it,  enjoy  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  mothers  and  guardians  of  the  children,  as 
well  as  of  the  entire  community  in  which  the  school  is  located. 

The  blessings  of  a benign  Providence  have  been  richly  bestowed  upon 
our  labors  of  the  past  year,  and  we  humbly  trust  that  the  future  of  the  in- 
stitution may  be  equally  prosperous  and  useful. 
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SOLDIERS’  ORPHANS  INSTITUTE — Doctor  and  Mrs.  A.  HarsLlberger, 

Principals. 

Last  September,  when  our  school  year  opened,  we  had  nearly  the  same 
corps  of  officers  that  served  the  preceding  year, and  all  being  “old  hands,” 
the  wheels  were  very  easy  set  in  motion,  and  but  little  time  was  spent  in 
organizing  the  school. 

Professor  A.  G.  Huber  was  still  principal  of  the  boys’  school,  and  he 
was  ably  assisted  by  Professor  P.  J.  Umstead,  and  Miss  Ogden  and  Miss 
Stagg. 

M iss  R.  S.  Walk,  continued  as  principal  of  the  girls’  school,  and  was 
aided,  during  the  fall  months,  by  her  former  assistants — Miss  Bartholomew 
and  Miss  Shay.  Miss  Shay  was  ill  for  six  weeks  with  typhoid  fever,  which 
set  in  just  after  the  opening  of  the  school.  At  the  Christmas  holidays. 
Miss  Bartholomew  was  married,  and  left  us,  after  several  years  of  faithful 
service  in  the  school.  Miss  Mary  A.  Shay  was  appointed  as  her  successor 
by  the  board  of  managers,  and  Miss  Mary  Walton,  another  of  our  orphan 
girls,  was  assigned  to  Miss  Shay’s  place. 

In  addition  to  her  duties  as  principal  of  the  girls’  school.  Miss  Walk 
has  charge  of  the  Kindergarten,  composed  of  the  youngest  soldiers’  or- 
phans and  friendless  children.  Her  assistant  in  the  Kindergarten,  during 
the  past  year,  was  Miss  Agnes  Kerr,  who  studied  the  system  with  Miss 
Walk.  But  Miss  Kerr,  who  is  a soldier’s  orphan,  has  been  lately  admitted 
to  the  State  Normal  School  at  Millersville,  Lancaster  county,  and  will  en- 
ter that  excellent  institution  in  September,  while  Miss  Walk  has  consented 
to  train  in  her  Kindergarten  normal  class  another  soldier’s  orphan.  Miss 
L.  J.  Lee.  The  training  of  these  orphan  girls  in  the  Kindergarten  sys- 
tem, is  given  entirely  gratuitously  by  Miss  Walk,  who  never  loses  her  in- 
terest in  these  orphan  girls,  for  whom  she  has  labored  so  long  and  so 
earnestly. 

Our  accomplished  music  teacher.  Miss  A.  B.  Kintzle,  still  gives  lessons 
in  the  institution  two  days  of  each  week.  The  music  pupils  among  our 
orphans  have  the  advantage  of  these  music  lessons  free  of  charge. 

Mrs.  Lee  continues  faithful  at  her  post,  as  head  of  the  sewing-room. 

Of  course,  the  larger  girls  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  all  the  differ- 
ent departments  of  the  household  work.  The  defaff  system  is  in  full  force 
in  the  girls’  school.  Only  a limited  number  of  boys  go  on  detail,  as  there 
is  less  for  the  boys  to  do  in  a city  school.  But  these  detailed  boys  as- 
sisted the  shoemaker  with  the  mending  of  the  shoes,  and  several  of  our 
boys  learned  baking  in  our  own  bakery,  and  readily  found  good  situations 
to  work  at  their  trade,  after  they  had  reached  the  age  of  sixteen. 

We  are  sorry  to  record  the  death  of  Otto  Hartman,  our  faithful  baker. 
He  died  of  heart  disease  this  spring.  His  place  in  the  bakery  is  now  filled 
by  Mr.  Wagner. 

No  incidents  of  noteworthy  importance,  besides  these  already  recorded. 
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happened  during  the  winter  in  connection  with  the  schools,  save  that 
teachers  and  pupils  worked  faithfully  day  by  day  ; but  April  20,  we  had  a 
stirring  event  in  the  visit  of  Mrs.  President  Hayes  and  other  distinguislied 
guests.  It  was  a daylong  to  be  remembered.  The  larger  pupds  and  their 
teachers  were  assembled  in  the  chapel,  and  my  little  kindergarten  in  their 
beautiful  kindergarten  room,  on  the  same  floor  with  the  chapel.  Mrs. 
Hayes  and  party,  after  being  introduced  and  escorted  to  seats  on  the  plat- 
form, were  welcomed  with  a song  written  for  the  occasion.  A pleasing 
effect  was  produced,  as  the  children  commenced  the  chorus  of  the  song,  by 
the  simultaneous  raising  and  waving  of  small  American  flags  that  had  been 
concealed  in  the  hands  of  the  children  until  they  came  to  the  chorus,  when 
all  kept  time  to  the  music  with  the  flags. 

Mrs.  Hayes  was  then  welcomed  in  a neat  little  speech  by  a tiny  soldiers’ 
orphan  girl.  The  whole  party  were  delighted,  and  after  her  return  to 
Washington,  Mrs.  Hayes  sent  a framed  picture  of  herself  to  the  institu- 
tion, with  the  following  note  : 

“ Executive  Mansion,  Washington.” 

“My  Dear  Mrs.  Hotter:  Allow  me,  through  you,  to  say  ‘good  morn- 
ing ’ to  the  little  ones  of  the  Kindergarten  class. 

“ Lucy  W.  Hayes. 

29,  1878." 

Next  in  order  came  the  anniversary  in  Ma}",  held  as  usual  in  the  Acad- 
emy of  Music.  It  was  a brilliant  affidr.  As  tliis  was  the  twenty-fifth  or 
silver  anniversary  of  the  Northern  Home,  with  which  we  are  so  closely 
allied,  the  exercises  were  special  in  their  character,  and  very  interesting. 
The  soldiers’  orphans  reaching  the  age  of  sixteen  years  during  this  year 
were  publicly  awarded  the  State  diploma  upon  this  occasion.  The  diplo- 
mas were  presented  to  the  graduating  class  by  Mrs.  E.  W.  Hutter.  The 
whole  scene  was  very  interesting  and  impressive. 

In  this  connection,  we  would  say  that  Mrs.  E.  Y7 . Hutter  was  the  first,  as 
she  has  been  for  twenty-five  years,  the  only  president  of  the  Northern  Home 
for  Friendless  Children  and  Associated  Institute  for  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’ 
Orphans.  The  Northern  Home  for  Friendless  Cliildren,  whicli  lias  been 
doing  a noble  work  for  humanity  for  twenty-five  years,  is  located  at  the 
corner  of  Twenty-third  and  Brown  streets.  During  the  quarter  of  a cen- 
tury of  its  existence,  over  four  thousand  eight  hundred  children  have  been 
cared  for  through  its  agency.  It  is  not  a sectarian  institution  ; but  if  a child 
is  found  to  be  friendless,  it  claims,  for  that  cause,  the  protection  of  the 
Northern  Home.  It  is  a State  institution  since  the  year  1856,  when  it 
was  made  such  by  act  of  Legislature. 

The  Soldiers’  Orphans’  Institute,  connected  with  the  Northern  Home,  is 
situated  on  the  same  square,  at  the  corner  of  Twenty-third  and  Parish 
streets.  The  Northern  Home  received  the  children  of  soldiers  of  the  civil 
war  long  before  the  establishment  of  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools  of  the 
State,  and  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute  at  Twenty-third  and  Parish 
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streets,  in  connection  with  the  Northern  Home,  was  the  first  institution  of 
the  kind  in  this  State,  or,  we  may  add,  in  these  United  States. 

While  the  war  was  still  going  on,  the  men  who  were  fighting  for  the 
Union,  in  many  cases,  committed  their  children  to  the  care  of  the  Northern 
Home,  with  the  understanding  that  if  they  returned  in  safety  from  the 
army  their  children  would  be  returned  to  them  ; but  in  case  they  fell,  the 
orphans  would  be  permanently  cared  for  by  the  home. 

Such  a noble  record  has  the  home  maintained  for  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury. 

June  6,  came  the  grand  fete  champetre,  held  in  the  beautiful  park  ad- 
joining the  home.  No  other  tented  field  ever  presented  a more  enchanting 
sight  than  that  witnessed  here  that  lovely,  balmy,  summer  night.  It  seems 
to  us,  with  all  the  attending  care  of  preparation,  and  anxiety  for  success, 
as  a long  “midsummer’s  night’s  dream.” 

July  2 was  our  examination.  We  feared  that  all  these  excitements,  so 
lately  passed  through,  in  which  the  children  all  largely  participated,  would 
detract  from  the  crowning  event  of  each  year  the  examination -.i  but  faith- 
ful teachers  and  faithful  pupils  nobly  stood  the  test  which  was  a severe 
one.  The  work  of  the  year  in  the  school  had  been  well  done,  before  these 
exciting  days  came  on,  and  no  previous  examination  was  more  severely 
conducted,  and  we  never  witnessed  one  in  which  the  pupils  acquitted  them- 
selves with  more  credit.  At  the  close  of  the  exercises,  Mrs.  Hutter  made 
a beautiful  little  speech.  She  said  “ such  results  could  not  be  attained  with- 
out faithful  toil  on  the  part  of  both  teachers  and  pupils.” 

The  examiners  were  Mrs.  E.  W.  Hutter,  of  the  State  Department ; Pro- 
fessor Iback,  of  Pierce’s  Business  College,  Philadelphia,  and  Professor 
Findley  Smith,  of  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  assisted  by  the  teachers  of  the 
institute.  The  hour  given  to  the  kindergarten  was  an  interesting  one. 
The  drill  by  the  cadets,  under  Captain  H.  F.  Spicer,  was  all  that  could  be 
desired. 

Then  came  July  4,  always  so  enthusiastically  celebrated  here,  and  July 
20,  vacation. 

We  would  mention  the  trip  of  the  Matthew  Baird  Cornet  Band,  com- 
posed of  our  boys,  with  the  Grand  Arm^q  to  the  historic  battle  field  at 
Gettysburg,  where  they  encamped  a week. 

The  beautiful  Northern  Home  cottage,  at  Cape  May  Point,  New  Jer- 
sey, appropriated  to  our  use  by  the  Sea  Grove  Association.^  must  not  be 
forgotten.  Here  the  little  ones,  so  numerous  in  this  city,  who  have  no 
other  place  to  spend  vacation,  and  who  always  remain  with  us  in  the  in- 
stitute, find  a pleasant  change.  We  have  taken  them  down,  in  squads  of 
thirty  or  forty,  at  one  time,  for  a week’s  sojourn  in  the  “cottage  by  the 
sea.” 

Thus  have  we  briefly  sketched  the  year’s  work,  and  now  we  come  to  the 
end,  for  with  this  report  closes  our  official  connection  with  the  work  of 
the  soldiers’  orphan  schools  of  Pennsylvania.  This  work  has  ever  had 
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Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldier’  Orphans.  55 

our  heartiest  sympathy  and  earnest  labor,  ever  since  its  incipiency.  In 
all  these  years  we  have  striven  to  promote  the  highest  interests  of  the  or- 
phans, and  all  our  official  relations,  in  every  respect,  have  ever  been  of 
the  most  happy  character.  It  is  pleasant  to  look  back  over  a long  series 
of  years,  and  find  so  few  things  to  regret — so  few  jars  in  a busy  life. 

We  have  received  many,  very  many  kind  words  at  parting,  and  some 
substantial  tokens  of  love  and  regard.  Among  these,  we  here  would  men- 
tion the  handsome  and  Amluable  silver  tea-set,  which  was  sent  to  us  so  re- 
cently. The  set  is  beautifully  embossed,  and  lined  with  gold,  and  upon 
the  urn,  cur  names  are  eiujraved,  with  the  words : “ Presented  by  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphans  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Sep- 
tember 1,  1878.” 

We  shall  ever  highly  prize  this  testimonial  of  esteem,  and  in  going  out 
from  this  work  to  other  fields  of  labor,  we  share  the  regret  of  the  board 
of  managers,  and  of  the  trustees  at  the  separation. 

We  shall  ever  feel  a cordia’  interest  in  the  soldiers’  orphans  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  thanking  all  who  love  us,  for  their  love,  we  close. 

Soldiers’  Orphans’  Institute, 

Twenty-third  and  Parrish  Streets, 

Philadelphia,  September,^  1878. 


UJflOXTOWN — A.  II.  IVaters,  Principal. 

The  Uniontown  Soldiers’  Orphan  School  was  opened  on  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1866,  at  Uniontown,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  building 
known  as  Madison  college. 

Here,  for  eight  years,  the  school  continued  to  care  for  the  children  com- 
mitted to  it  under  many  disadvantages,  with  more  success  than  could  have 
been  expected  under  the  circumstances. 

To  secure  buildings  better  adapted  to  the  purpose,  remove  the  boys 
further  from  the  influence  of  town,  and  afford  an  opportunity  of  carrying 
out  more  fully  the  industrial  requirements  of  the  State,  the  tract  of  land 
known  as  Dunbar’s  camp  was  secured,  and  large  and  convenient  buildings 
erected.  These  buildings  are  shown  in  part  in  the  accompanying  cut. 
The  location  is,  without  question,  one  of  the  loveliest  that  could  be  found. 
Commanding  a view  of  surpassing  beauty,  and,  being  elevated  some 
twenty-seven  hundred  feet  above  sea  level,  is  remarkably  healthy. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  school,  six  hundred  children  have  been  ad- 
mitted. Of  these,  four  hundred  and  seventy-four  have  been  discharged, 
who,  with  very  few  exceptions,  are  doing  well,  and  reflect  credit  upon  the 
the  State  which  has  so  nobly  cared  for  them. 

Health. — The  health  of  the  school  during  the  past  year  has  been  re- 
markably good.  Except  a few  cases  of  diphtheria,  which  yielded  readily  to 
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the  ordinary  remedies,  there  has  not  been  a single  case  of  serious  sickness 
during  the  entire  year,  and  consequently  no  death. 

Educational. — The  educational  improvement  has  been  satisfactory. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  year,  an  unusually  large  number  of  scholars  ol 
the  advanced  grades  went  out,  leaving,  at  the  time  of  the  examination, 
the  eighth  grade  very  small. 

The  teachers  discharged  their  laborious  duties  with  great  fidelity,  and 
had  the  affectionate  regard  of  the  children. 

Industrial. — The  industrial  feature  of  the  system  has  been  fully  carried 
out,  and  the  children  have  cheerfully  performed  their  regular  work.  To 
the  other  industries,  there  has  been  added  during  the  year  a blacksmith 
shop,  which  has  afforded  a number  of  boys  an  opportunity  to  get  some 
knowledge  of  that  trade. 

Morals  and  Discipline. — The  past  year  has  shown  a very  satisfactory 
state  of  morals,  and  experience,  compared  with  former  years,  has  confirmed 
the  views  always  entertained,  that  more  can  be  accomplished  in  the  moral 
training  and  discipline  of  most  children  by  appealing  to  their  reason  than 
by  the  use  of  the  rod,  and  hence  a resort  to  the  rod  has  been  the  excep- 
tions, and  not  the  rule. 

Improvements. — Improvements  have  been  going  on  constantly  in  the 
buildings  and  grounds.  There  is  now  in  progress  of  erection  a building 
sixty  by  thirty  feet  to  be  used  as  a boys  play-room.  There  are  many  days 
in  the  winter  and  during  the  year,  when  they  cannot  be  out  and  enjoy  their 
usual  and  necessary  exercise  without  exposure.  This  building  is  designed 
to  obviate  that  difficulty.  There  will  be  in  it  a large  heater. 

Religious. — Divine  service  is  held  every  Sabbath  morning  and  Sunday 
school  in  the  afternoon,  which  are  attended  with  a good  degree  of  interest. 
There  are  also  the  regular  morning  and  evening  worship,  so  that  there  is 
“Line  upon  line  and  precept  upon  precept.”  The  influence  for  good  thus 
thrown  around  these  children  cannot  fail  to  make  impressions,  and  to  lead 
them  into  paths  of  truth  and  righteousness. 

Thankful  to  the  Department  for  many  favors,  I present  this,  my  twelfth 
annual  report,  with  devout  acknowledgments  to  the  “ Father  of  the  father- 
less ” for  the  protecting  care  exercised  over  us,  not  only  during  the  year 
now  closing,  but  during  the  whole  period  of  our  existence  as  a school. 


WHITE  HALL— J.  A.  Moore,  Principal. 

This  institution  is  located  in  the  pleasant  village  of  Camp  Hill,  Cumber- 
land county.  Its  surroundings  are  among  the  finest  in  the  State.  Situated 
on  the  Harrisburg  and  Chambersburg  turnpike,  three  miles  west  of  the 
former  citjq  and  perched  on  a gentle  elevation  which  terminates  abruptly 
two  miles  eastward  on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna,  it  overlooks  for  miles 
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around  the  broad  limestone  and  liighlj^  cultivated  farms  at  the  entrance  of 
the  beautiful  Cumberland  valley,  taking  in  a full  view  from  tlie  east  to  the 
south  of  the  Cumberland  Talley  railroad,  and  beyond,  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, marking  the  outlines  of  the  valley  by  the  South  mountain.  In  the 
opposite  direction  the  Blue  mountain  runs  parallel,  forming  the  south-west 
boundary,  inclosing  one  of  the  most  magniflcent,  as  well  as  fertile  and  i)ro- 
ductive,  agricultural  vallej-s  in  the  United  States. 

In  the  year  1853,  Professor  D.  Denlinger  purchased  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent school,  having  thereon  only  a good  private  dwelling  house,  and,  by  the 
erection  of  extensive  additions,  converted  the  whole  into  what  afterwards 
became  known  as  the  White  Hall  Academy,  which,  as  principal,  he  success- 
fully conducted  until  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion.  In  addition  to  the 
liberal  patronage  from  the  iSorth,  he  had  many  southern  students.  The 
war,  however,  seriously  affected  this  institution,  as  it  did  many  others  of 
a similar  private  character,  which  depended,  in  a great  degree,  upon  young 
men  who  were  seeking,  by  their  own  means,  to  secure  an  education. 

In  the  spring  of  ISfid,  Doctor  Burrows,  State  Superintendent,  chose  this 
location,  in  his  earlj*  experiments  for  inaugurating  the  present  system  of 
soldiers’  orphan  schools,  and  on  May  14  the  first  few  pupils  were  admitted. 
Additions  followed  soon  after  by  order,  and  transfer  from  Blount  Joy,  Cass- 
ville,  and  McAlisterville  schools.  Owing  to  the  entire  absence  of  any 
records  of  the  institution,  very  little  of  its  history,  prior  to  November  1, 
ISGT,  can  be  obtained. 

The  system  being  new,  the  earl}^  managers  of  this,  as  well  as  many  other 
schools,  had  much  to  learn  by  sad  experience.  Tlie  great  importance  of 
strict  attention  to  drainage  and  general  sanitaiy  matters  had  not  jmt  become 
full}^  appreciated  by  tliem,  and  in  September,  1861,  the  typhoid  fever  broke 
out  among  the  pupils  in  the  worst  form  of  a malignant  epidemic,  and  soon 
man}'  of  the  pupils  were  prostrated  by  the  disease,  six  of  these  terminat- 
ing fatally.  The  result,  as  might  be  expected,  was  disheartening  in  the 
extreme.  Emploj'es  became  discouraged  and  indifferent,  pupils  frightened 
and  disorderly,  and  many  wliolesome  and  necessary  sanitary  measures  ne- 
glected or  overlooked  in  tlie  confusion  that  resulted  from  the  presence  of 
and  caring  for  so  many  sick.  Stagnant  water  and  filth  accumulated  in 
cellars,  cess-pools  dug  deep  and  covered  with  dirt  became  the  receptacle  of 
waste  slop,  instead  of  ordinary  drainage.  All  discipline  was  rapidly  dis- 
appearing, and  the  pupils  degenerated  into  a collection  of  unmanagable 
children. 

During  this  alarming  state  of  affairs,  on  the  1st  of  November  following, 
the  school  changed  hands,  J.  A.  Moore  and  F.  E.  Dumni  purchased  the 
property  and  became  the  proprietors,  with  J.  A.  Moore  as  principal. 

The  new  proprietors  found  themselves  confronted  by  a truly  herculean 
task.  Every  effort  must  be  made  to  remove  from  the  premises  everything 
that  could  generate  miasma.  Extra  attention  must  be  paid  those  suffer- 
ing from  the  disease,  vigorous  sanitary  measures  adopted  to  prevent  its 
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further  progress,  and  last,  but  not  least,  discipline  and  order  must  be  es- 
tablished among  the  pupils. 

By  constant  and  untiring  efforts  these  objects  were  all  finally  attained. 
The  virulence  of  the  epidemic  was  checked  by  Christmas  following,  no 
cases  of  death  occurring  from  it  after  that.  The  time  of  the  fever  was 
one  of  the  most  critical  and  important  epochs  in  the  school’s  history,  hence 
we  ho^ie  to  be  pardoned  for  dwelling  upon  it  at  so  great  length.  As  soon 
as  possible,  a perfect  system  of  drainage  was  constructed,  and  the  most 
careful  attention  paid  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  school.  The  new 
proprietors  desired  to  use  every  possible  means  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  so  great  a calamity.  During  the  eleven  years  intervening  since  that 
time,  only  two  or  three  cases  of  typhoid  have  occurred.  The  school  con- 
tinued under  the  management  of  J.  A.  Moore,  as  principal,  with  some 
changes  in  the  partnership,  until  the  1st  of  March,  1815,  when  he  sold  his 
interest  to  Mr.  John  Dumm,  and  retired  from  the  school,  Mr.  Dumm  be- 
coming the  principal. 

A complete  change  of  employes  soon  followed.  Many  of  the  teachers 
and  other  emplojms  of  Mr.  Moore  had  been  in  the  school  a number  of  years, 
and  a most  excellent  state  of  discipline  was  easily  maintained.  Soon  after 
the  change  of  principals  these  most  resigned.  The  new  faculty  succeeded 
as  well  as  might,  under  the  circumstances,  be  expected. 

In  1811,  owing  to  disagreeable  complications  having  arisen,  a change 
of  proprietors  became  desirable;  and  yielding  to  the  continued  solicitations 
of  friends  and  patrons  of  the  school,  the  present  principal  again  purchased 
the  property,  becoming  sole  proprietor.  Upon  again  assuming  control  of 
the  school,  the  former  tried  and  experienced  faculty  were  gradually  re- 
employed. Dissensions  and  causes  of  dissatisfaction  which  existed,  either 
in  fact  or  imagination,  were  soon  dispelled,  and  the  old  standard  of  dis- 
cipline soon  reached,  if  not  exceeded.  As  one  by  one  the  old  members  of 
the  former  faculty  returned,  a feeling  of  cheerful  contentment  and  confi- 
dence began  to  manifest  itself  among  the  children.  The  most  perfect  har- 
mony and  order  soon  prevailed,  both  among  faculty  and  pupils,  each  and 
all  seeming  to  share  the  desire  of  the  principal  to  make  the  school  the 
leading  one  of  the  State,  both  educationally  and  in  point  of  discipline  and 
morals.  During  the  last  five  months  of  the  school  year  of  1877  and  1878, 
not  a single  case  of  absence  without  leave  occurred. 

In  the  government  of  the  school,  it  is  our  desire  to  impress  upon  the 
pupils  the  fact  that  their  life  interests  are  being  carefully  advanced,  that 
the  rules  of  the  school  are  necessary  for  their  advancement  and  the  forma- 
tion of  their  early  character,  that  those  in  authority  over  them  take,  at 
the  same  time,  the  position  of  a firm  master  and  a kind  parent  and  friend. 

The  progress  of  the  school  during  the  past  year  has  been  very  satisfac- 
tory. The  diligent  application  of  pupils  of  the  higher  grades  is  the  best 
evidence  of  their  appreciation  of  the  State’s  generosity,  and  their  grati- 
tude for  those  who  have  so  liberally  provided  for  them.  The  curriculum 
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of  studies  issued  b}'  the  Department  has  been  carefully  followed  ; and  ad- 
hering to  our  standard  motto,  thoroughness,  we  have  enjoyed  the  satisfac- 
tion of  having  a decided  majority  of  our  pui)ils  who  leave  school  fully 
prepared  for  life’s  duties.  Many  of  our  graduates  are  filling  positions 
of  honor  and  trust,  and  by  their  noble  bearing  and  upright  course  in  life, 
are  an  honor  to  the  cause  of  truth  and  virtue,  and  to  the  State  that  edu- 
cated them.  The  literary  society  meets  every  Saturday  evening.  The  ex- 
ercises consist  of  reading,  declamation,  essai's,  debates,  etc.  A large  num- 
ber of  papers  and  periodicals  are  received  by  tlie  school,  and  the  older 
pupils  keep  well  iiosted  on  the  news  of  the  day. 

Worship  is  held  morning  and  evening  in  the  school-room  ; Sabbath- 
school  regularly  at  nine,  a.  m.,  on  Sundays.  The  International  Lesson 
Leaves  are  used,  and  the  lessons  studied  and  prepared  as  other  lessons. 
Preaching  in  the  school-room  every  alternate  Sabbath.  Lessons  of  mo- 
rality are  daily  taught. 

Believing  that  self-government  is  the  best  government,  we  have  endeav- 
ored,  by  appealing  to  the  pupil’s  honoi’,  to  have  them  do  right  because  it 
is  right.  In  this  we  have  been  eminently  successful.  The  use  of  the  rod 
has  been  of  rare  occurrence,  and  only  resorted  to  when  milder  forms  of 
punishment  failed  to  secure  obedience. 

Professor  C.  C.  Hughes,  who  has  been  intimately  connected  with  the 
school  for  nine  years,  with  the  exception  of  a brief  period,  has  had  charge 
of  the  educational  department.  To  his  excellent  discipline  and  ability  as 
a teacher,  much  of  the  progress  of  the  school  is  due. 

Military  drill  has,  during  the  past  season,  received  especial  attention, 
and  been  brought  to  a high  state  of  perfection.  Mr.  M.  A.  Butterfield, 
having  again  taken  his  former  position  in  the  school,  has  given  this  branch 
his  personal  attention,  with  surprising  results.  By  a requisition,  a num- 
ber of  State  rifles  and  accouti’ements  were  received  from  the  State  Ar- 
senal. The  manual  of  arms  has  been  taught  the  larger  boj’s,  who  have 
become  wonderfully  proficient  in  it,  and  have  also  learned  a silent  drill, 
which  they  practice  with  the  regularity  of  clock  work. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  unusual  good  health  among  the  pupils. 
Xo  5"ear  in  the  history  of  the  school  records  better  health  to  both  faculty 
and  pupils  than  the  one  just  closed.  This  must  be  largely  attributed  to 
the  careful  enforcement  of  good  sanitary  measures,  and  the  prompt  atten- 
tion of  the  attending  physician.  Doctor  J.  T.  Criswell. 

The  boys  have  a new  full  dress  suit  of  dark  blue,  heavy,  army  cloth, 
with  full  uniform  cap,  and  every  day  suit.  Girls  have  fine  brown,  all  wool, 
merino  dresses,  with  several  every  day  suits.  Indeed,  the  clothing  of  the 
children,  of  both  sexes,  is  of  a quality  far  superior  to  that  of  any  previ- 
ous year. 

There  are  thirty-five  acres  of  land  connected  with  the  school,  all  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  a large  field  of  potatoes,  quite  a quantitj^  of  all 
kind  of  ofardeu  vesretables.  and  several  acres  of  wheat  and  oats.  A largre 
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portion  of  the  labor  of  the  farm  and  truck  patch  is  performed  by  the  boys, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  farmer.  Many  of  the  boys  take  a considera- 
ble interest  in  the  farm,  often  volunteering  to  work  upon  it  during  their 
play  hours. 

The  girls,  in  addition  to  the  usual  household  duties,  are  taught  to  make 
their  own  garments,  besides  many  articles  of  boy’s  clothing.  They  also 
learn  to  do  a large  amount  of  fanc3'  work,  such  as  making  tidies,  neck-ties, 
letter,  card,  and  match  receivers,  fancy  rugs,  cushions,  &c. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  next  year’s  session,  thorough  repairs  and 
a careful  renovation  of  the  entire  institution  will  have  been  made,  new 
floors  laid,  inside  wood  work  re-painted,  porches  and  board-walks  made 
new,  that  everything  may  be  comfortable,  attractive,  and  homelike  to  the 
pupils. 


ST-  PAUL’S  ORPIIAiN'  HOME — T.  P.  StauflTer,  Superintendent. 

In  submitting  this  my  annual  report  for  the  first  whole  year  as  princi- 
pal, I acknowledge  the  goodness  and  mercy  of  a kind  providence  in 
guarding  our  home  from  sickness  and  accidents  of  life,  and  to  Him  as- 
cribe all  praise  for  whatever  success  has  attended  our  united  labors. 

As  a preface  to  my  report,  allow  me  to  give  the  following  historical 
statement ; 

St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home  is  situated  on  one  of  the  beautiful  hills  that 
surround  the  town  of  Butler.  The  location,  besides  being  one  of  the  most 
beautiful,  cannot  be  excelled  for  its  pure  air  and  healthy  surroundings. 
During  the  entire  period  of  its  existence,  no  fatal  epidemic,  nor,  indeed, 
any  disease,  except  those  to  which  childhood  is  everywhere  subject,  has 
afflicted  its  inmates,  and  only  one  death  has  occurred  in  that  time. 

The  property  was  purchased  by  the  St.  Paul’s  classis  of  the  reformed 
Church  from  Christian  Siebert,  and  dedicated  to  be  used  exclusively  for 
the  purpose  of  Christian  charity,  on  the  10th  of  December,  1861.  A liberal 
charter  was  obtained  from  the  Legislature  at  the  session  of  1868,  which 
grants  the  privilege  to  receive  orphan  children  of  all  denominations  of 
Christians,  and  also  the  children  of  deceased  soldiers  and  sailors  who  were 
citizens  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  served  their  country  in  the  late 
rebellion. 

At  the  time  the  property  was  purchased  there  was  not  a dollar  at  hand 
to  pay  for  it,  nor  with  which  to  provide  for  the  children  who  might  seek 
the  fostering  care  of  the  home.  It  was  bought  in  the  faith  which  believeth 
in  all  things  the  Lord  has  promised,  and  that  faith  was  not  confounded. 
Christian  people  contributed  of  their  means,  and  in  less  than  four  years 
from  the  time  of  purchase,  the  property  was  paid  for,  without  any  appro- 
priations from  the  State. 
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Reverend  C.  A.  Limberg,  of  Butler,  was  the  first  superintendent.  Having 
faithfully  borne  the  burdens  and  made  the  sacrifices  which  are  alwaj's  laid 
upon  those  who  stand  at  the  head  of  institutions  of  charity  at  the  begin- 
ning of  their  history,  for  a period  of  four  and  a half  years,  he  resigned  in 
the  spring  of  1871.  Reverend  J.  B.  Thompson,  of  Daj’ton,  Ohio,  was 
elected  to  succeed  him,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  on  the  1st  of  June,  of 
the  same  year.  Reverend  Thompson  having  resigned,  the  present  incum- 
bent, Reverend  T.  F.  Staufler,  was  elected  his  successor,  and  took  charge 
of  the  home  on  the  1st  of  April,  1877. 

The  original  idea  of  the  founders  of  this  home  was  to  provide  a refuge 
for  orphan  children,  in  which  the  principles  wdiich  govern  the  Christian 
home  might  be,  as  nearly  as  possible,  realized  and  impressed  upon  the 
minds  of  the  children.  This  idea  has  been  steadily  kept  in  view.  It  is, 
therefore,  not  an  institution  of  correction,  but  a home,  where  the  kindness 
and  amenities  of  a true  home  are  sought  to  be  instilled  into  the  hearts  o6, 
and  recommended  to,  those  who  have  no  homes.  With  this  as  the  ruling 
principle,  the  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home  was  founded,  and  with  this  princi- 
ple it  has  been  managed,  and  become  a blessing  to  many,  and  through 
them,  to  the  State  and  society  in  general. 

The  board  of  directors  consists  of  sixteen  members,  four  of  whom  are 
elected  annually.  This  board  holds  one  meeting  each  j'ear,  at  which  time 
an  executive  committee  of  five  members  are  elected,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
manage  the  atiuirs  of  the  institution  for  the  succeeding  year. 

The  officers  of  the  Home,  who  may  be  elected  either  bj'  the  board  or  the 
executive  committee,  are  a superintendent  and  matron. 

The  employment  of  all  kinds  of  help,  including  school  teacher,  is  dele- 
gated to  the  superintendent. 

Having  stated  this  much  in  the  way  of  history,  it  now  gives  me  pleasure 
to  state  that  the  progress  of  this  institution,  for  the  past  year,  has  been  all 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  we  could  reasonably  expect.  The  children 
returned  promptly,  after  ttieir  annual  vacation,  and  resumed  their  studies 
and  various  duties,  evincing  by  their  conduct,  the  feeling  that  they  had 
returned  to  their  home,  and  in  a large  measure  w'ere  prepared  to  work  for 
themselves.  Not  a single  absence,  without  permission,  occurred.  The 
deportment  in  the  school-room  has  been  gratifying  and  exemplary.  The 
principles  of  good  morals  and  self-reliance  have  been  faithfully  taught,  and 
abumlant  evidence  of  their  good  effect  has  been  larg'ely  realized. 

The  board  of  directors  has  faithfully  performed  their  labors,  thus  enabling 
us  to  afibrd  better  opportunities  and  increased  facilities  whereby  our  pupils 
are  mentally  and  physically  benefited. 

The  girls  are  regularly  taught  the  different  departments  of  household 
duties,  thus  fitting  them  for  future  usefulness  and  self-support. 

The  boys  are  given  instruction  in  the  various  departments  of  farm  labor, 
or  the  art  of  printing. 

Military  drill,  gymnastic  and  calisthenic  exercises  are  regularly  taught, 
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and  with  good  effect.  In  this  way  the  year  has  been  brought  to  a success- 
ful close. 

The  sanitary  condition  has  been  all  that  could,  under  any  circumstances, 
be  desired,  not  a single  case  of  serious  illness  having  occurred  during  the 
year,  save  the  death  of  a church  orphan,  who  inherited  consumption. 

I do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  prolong  this  report.  Let  me  then  say,  in 
conclusion,  that  I have  found  the  first  year  of  my  labor,  as  superintendent 
of  orphans,  both  pleasant  and  profitable  to  myself  in  many  ways — pleasant, 
because  I delight  in  the  work — profitable,  because  I am  thus  engaged  in 
sowing  tlie  seed  of  eternal  life  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  fatherless,  all 
of  whom  I trust  will  become  honorable  men  and  women,  watchmen  on  the 
walls  of  Zion,  and  the  guardians  of  our  national  life  and  character. 


TRESSLER  ORPHAN  HOME— P.  Willard,  Superintendent. 

This  school  was  established  as  a soldiers’  orphan  school  in  1865,  by 
Superintendent  Burrows,  under  the  principalship  of  Captain  B.  Q.  Tress- 
ler. 

In  the  spring  of  1861,  it  became  necessary  for  that  part  of  the  Evangel- 
ical Lutheran  Church  adhering  to  the  general  synod  in  the  United  States 
to  have  a home  for  its  orphans  under  its  own  supervision  and  control. 

The  present  superintendent,  after  consultation  with  Colonel  G.  F.  Mc- 
Farland, who  was  at  that  time  State  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphan 
Schools,  and  receiving  encouragement,  and  also  the  promise  that  he 
should  receive  as  many  soldiers’  orphans  as  he  could  conveniently  accom- 
modate, in  connection  with  the  orphans  of  charity,  as  long  as  he  gave  sat- 
isfaction that  they  were  well  kept,  and  also,  after  consultation  with  a 
number  of  his  ministerial  brethren,  and  several  of  the  district  synods  be- 
longing to  the  general  synod,  purchased  the  building  and  play-grounds 
surrounding  it,  containing  about  five  acres,  in  the  name  of  trustees  ap- 
pointed by  said  synods.  A meeting  of  said  trustees  was  called,  and  a con- 
stitution was  adopted,  and  a charter  was  obtained,  giving  them  a name  in 
law.  Subsequently  twenty-seven  and  one  half  acres  of  land  was  purchased 
additional  for  the  benefit  of  the  home. 

This  land,  under  proper  culture,  has  become  very  fertile,  and  is  very 
profitable  to  the  home.  We  have  now  upon  part  of  it,  two  very  fine 
orchards  containing  the  best  varieties  of  apple,  peach,  and  pear  trees,  all 
now  beginning  to  bear  fruit.  Beside  this,  we  have  a very  fine  fruit  garden, 
containing  strawberries,  raspberries,  currants,  cherries,  apricots,  grapes, 
and  plums  of  every  variety,  which  are  now  yielding  an  abundance  of  fruit. 
From  1867  to  1869  the  property  was  rented  to  Mr.  P.  Bosserman,  and  con- 
tinued as  a soldiers’  orphan  school,  with  the  condition  that  in  connection 
with  the  orphans  of  the  State,  he  was  to  keep  as  many  charity  children,  at 
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Her  P.  WILLARD,  LOYSVILLE, 
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a stipulated  amount  each,  as  the  board  of  directors  might  see  fit  to  put 
under  his  care. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  1869,  by  the  action  of  the  board  of  trustees,  the  in- 
stitution was  put  under  the  care  of  the  present  superintendent.  Reverend 
P.  Willard,  through  whose  efforts  the  building  was  not  only  renovated 
and  new  beds  and  bedding  procured,  but  from  time  to  time,  additional 
buildings  were  erected.  A dining-room,  forty-eight  by  twenty  feet,  two 
stories  high,  with  a dormitory  on  the  second  floor;  a brick  building,  fifty- 
four  by  thirty  feet,  two  stories,  containing  a ordinary  department ; a bake- 
room,  a laundry,  and  bath-room  on  the  first  floor;  a sewing-room,  a clothing- 
room,  a tank-room,  and  several  sleeping  apartments  on  the  second  floor. 
So  that  the  present  cut  presents  only  a little  more  than  one  half  of  the 
buildings  now  in  actual  use  at  the  home.  We  have,  also,  an  ice-house,  a 
spacious  and  well-planned  barn,  together  with  various  other  out-buildings, 
all  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  home.  The  play-grounds  around 
the  buildings,  which  are  situated  on  an  eminence  containing  five  acres, 
sloping  every  way,  is  always  dry,  are  studded  with  shade,  ornamental,  and 
fruit  trees  of  difierent  kinds,  together  with  a trellace  covered  with  vines  of 
choice  grapes,  evergreens,  and  flowers,  in  season,  in  great  number  and  va- 
riety, to  charm  the  eye  and  cultivate  the  taste. 

On  taking  charge  of  the  home,  in  June,  1869,  we  commenced  with 
eighty  soldiers’  orphans  and  twelve  charity  children.  Although  we  have 
admitted  a goodly  number  of  soldiers’  orphans,  on  order,  since  that  time, 
yet  b5^  transfers  to  other  schools,  whilst  we  were  considereil  a primary 
school,  and  discharges  on  age  since  that  period,  the  number  of  soldiers’ 
orphans  has  been  diminishing  until  the  present  time,  wlien  we  have  on  the 
roll  but  forty-eight — whilst  the  number  of  charity  children  has  been  stead- 
ily increasing,  until  we  now  number  forty-eight,  independent  of  those  who 
have  been  discharged  on  age,  and  put  out  to  learn  trades.  So  that  the 
average  number  of  orphans  now  at  the  home,  including  government  and 
charitj'  children,  is  about  ninety-seven,  although  we  have  ami)le  room  for 
the  accommodation  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  children. 

Our  corps  of  teachers  are  competent  and  experienced,  and  the  course  of 
study  quite  as  extensive  and  thorough  as  that  of  any  of  the  larger  schools 
in  the  State,  which  was  evinced  at  our  last  examination. 

We  have,  during  the  past  year,  fitted  up  a reading-room,  and  are  receiv- 
ing, regularty,  from  twenty-five  to  twenty-eight  periodicals,  beside  a library 
of  seven  hundred  volumes,  to  all  of  which  our  orphans  have  free  access  for 
self  improvement,  except  during  school,  study,  or  detail  hours. 

The  health  of  the  children,  as  usual,  has  been  remarkable  during  the 
year.  We  have  had  no  sickness  worth  naming  for  the  last  four  years,  and 
only  one  death  amongst  the  soldiers’  orphans  during  the  nine  years  that  I 
have  had  charge  of  the  home. 

The  boys  and  girls  are  all  very  well  supplied  with  good  and  comfortable 
clothing,  both  for  every  day  and  also  for  Sunday. 
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Attention  is  also  given  to  music,  both  vocal  and  instrumental,  and  our 
children  all  learn  to  sing. 

Our  children  all  attend  preaching,  every  Sabbath,  at  one  of  the  village 
churches,  unless  the  weather  is  too  unfavorable,  and  then  we  have  religious 
exercises  at  the  home.  Sabbath  school  every  Sabbath  afternoon,  and 
prayer  meeting,  connected  with  reading  and  expounding  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
in  the  evening,  and  whilst  we  spare  no  labor  to  inculcate  good  morals,  we 
we  are  happy  to  state  that  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  our  labors  have 
not  been  in  vain. 

Discipline  has  been  of  the  parental  order.  Moral  suasion  lias  been  our 
motto,  and  physical  punishment  has  only  been  resorted  to  as  a conscien- 
tious duty,  when  all  other  expedients  have  failed.  Experience  has  long 
since  taught  us  that  love  and  tenderness  begets  love  in  return,  and  when- 
ever we  can  succeed  in  convincing  a child  that  he  must  always  act  from 
a principle  of  right,  and  that  he  or  she  is  forming  a character  for  the  future, 
the  cases  are  very  rare  where  any  coercion  is  required. 
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A LIST  OF  “SIXTEENERS.” 

IN  TSE  YEAR  ENDING  MAY  31,  1878. 


Below  will  be  found  a list  of  the  children  who  arrived  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen during  the  past  year,  and  were  discharged. 

There  is  no  better  way  in  which  the  system  could  exhibit  its  fruits. 

ANDERSONBURG. 

Chancy  Miller,  attending  school,  New  Paris,  Pa. 

Jennie  Jacobs,  married,  Donnally’s  Mills,  Pa. 

Charles  AI.  Decker,  Ilarrisonville,  Pa. 

Kate  Welcome,  domestic  service,  Landisburg,  Pa. 

Sampson  Lanehart,  clerking.  Buck  Vallejo  Pa. 

Adaline  Hippie,  domestic  service,  Alontgomery  Station,  Pa. 

Barbara  Symmerman,  at  home,  Daylesburg,  Pa. 

Nancy  Green,  at  home,  Manerhill,  Pa. 

Daniel  Akens,  shoe-making,  Hollidaysburg,  Pa. 

Harry  Bottenberg,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Barbara  Wolf,  Spring  Hun,  Pa. 

Sarah  Aliller,  at  home,  Duncansville,  Pn. 

Sarah  Long,  at  home,  Duncansville,  Pa. 

Samuel  B.  Kinsloe,  attending  school,  Blair,  Pa. 

William  B.  Kephart,  attending  school.  Roaring  Springs. 

Anna  B.  Woodburn,  attending  school,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Mary  J.  Brown,  at  home,  Altoona,  Pa. 


BRIDGEWATER. 

Rebecca  Brown,  domestic  service. 

David  Bolden,  learning  coach-making,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Lewis  Wilson,  with  his  mother. 

Emma  Hammond,  domestic  service,  Mrs.  Doctor  Smith,  Oaklane,  Pa. 
Harriet  Arlent,  domestic  service,  Bridgewater,  Pa. 

Eli  C.  Thomas,  farming. 

Samuel  Wilkinson,  hotel,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

5 Sol.  Orp. 
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John  Good,  attending  high  school,  Easton,  Pa. 
Clarke  L.  Fox,  Uniontown,  Pa. 

Rhoda  y.  Watson,  with  her  mother. 

Sarah  E.  Williams,  with  her  mother. 


UIIESTEK  SPRINGS. 

J.  E.  Entriken,  plumbing  and  gas-fitting,  West  Chester,  Pa. 

II.  M.  Yeager,  domestic  service,  Chester  county.  Pa. 

A.  R.  Millard,  attending  State  Normal  School,  West  Chester,  Pa. 

W.  J.  Lafferty,  Easton,  Pa. 

Susan  C.  Knight,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Naomi  Stevens,  attending  State  Normal  School,  West  Chester,  Pa. 
Morris  F.  Hellener,  with  his  mother,  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Ellen  E.  Haltiman,  with  her  mother,  Allentown,  Pa. 

Lewis  E.  Martin,  Hamburg,  Pa. 

Martin  O’Brien,  working  in  mines,  Glen  Carbon,  Pa. 

Nicholas  Boyer,  farming. 

William  E.  Monaghan,  farming,  Charlestown,  Chester  county.  Pa. 
Laura  Y.  Trayner,  attending  State  Normal  School,  West  Chester,  Pa. 
Albert  B.  Stritzel,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

11.  B.  Clark,  Reading,  Pa. 

William  E.  Sturgis,  clerk,  Phoenixville,  Pa. 

Benjamin  H.  Smith,  with  his  mother,  Allentown,  Pa. 

Annie  C.  Konold,  Allentown,  Pa. 

Samuel  G.  Henry. 

David  McNaughton. 

William  H.  Shoemaker,  with  his  sister,  Hyde  Park,  Pa. 

David  W.  Cameron,  learning  hat  trade,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mary  E.  Roseberry,  with  her  mother,  Easton,  Pa. 

Maggie  Gilligan,  domestic  service,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Albert  H.  Wertley,  in  rolling-mill. 

Morris  E.  Andi’ews. 

Allen  N.  Gilbert,  Reading,  Pa. 

Alice  Lookenbill,  with  her  grandmother,  Tremont,  Pa. 

Samuel  S.  Warwick,  farming.  New  Jersey. 

Sarah  Gallegher,  domestic  service,  Chester  Springs,  Pa. 

L.  J.  Evans,  domestic  service,  Chester  Springs,  Pa. 

Zacheus  P.  Potts,  in  store. 

Jacob  Gratf,  in  mines,  Mt.  Carmel,  Pa. 

Elmina  Sowers,  with  her  mother,  Weiss  Port,  Pa. 

Josephine  Way,  dress-making.  West  Chester,  Pa. 

William  H.  States,  attending  school,  Phoenixville,  Pa. 
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Wilkin  Young,  Sandenburg,  Pa. 

J.  J.  F.  Goranflo,  Allentown,  Pa. 

Thomas  O.  Hart,  in  store,  Manayunk,  Pa. 
David  Weidman,  tailor,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


DAYTON. 

Rebecca  A.  Yount,  with  Mr.  Townsend,  Armstrong  count}'.  Pa. 
Ida  A.  Barrett,  attending  school.  Glade  Run,  Pa. 

Mary  A.  McDonald,  with  her  mother,  Jefferson  county.  Pa. 
Sarah  F.  Green,  teaching  school,  Indiana  county.  Pa. 

Sarah  J.  Girts,  with  her  grandmother.  Clarion  county.  Pa. 
Susanna  C.  Souseman,  with  her  sister,  Venango  county.  Pa. 
Hannah  M.  Stants,  with  her  mother.  Clarion  county.  Pa. 

Adah  Z.  Glenn,  with  her  mother,  Dayton,  Pa. 

Mary  E.  Fairbanks,  with  her  mother,  Jefferson  county.  Pa. 
Rachel  A.  Crozier,  domestic  servdce.  Clarion  county.  Pa. 

Laura  D.  Smith,  dress-making,  Brookville,  Pa. 

Angeline  Cochrane,  with  her  mother,  Jefferson  county.  Pa. 
Mary  A.  Craig. 

Matilda  Thorn,  with  her  mother,  Venango  county.  Pa. 

Martha  M.  Byers,  with  her  mother,  Indiana  county,  Pa. 

Emma  C.  Burford. 

Emma  R.  Griffin,  with  lier  mother,  Indiana  county.  Pa. 

Louisa  Regus,  attending  school,  Worthington,  Pa. 

Joanna  M.  Reed,  with  her  mother. 

Anna  A.  Sartwell. 

Lydia  M.  Klingensmith. 

Maria  L.  Pounds,  with  her  mother,  Dayton,  Pa. 

Joanna  Reed. 

William  H.  Ashbaugh. 

Amos  Kunselman,  farming,  Armstrong  county.  Pa. 

Clara  E.  Keller,  domestic  service,  Indiana,  Pa. 

Mary  J.  Mortimer,  with  her  mother,  Armstrong  county.  Pa. 
Mary  E.  Bauch,  with  her  mother,  Butler  county.  Pa. 

Nancy  A.  Yount,  with  her  aunt,  Armstrong  count}'.  Pa. 

Ada  V.  Pinkerton,  with  her  mother,  Indiana,  Pa. 

Jane  Wysel,  with  her  brother,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Jemmima  Askine,  with  her  mother,  Indiana,  county.  Pa. 

Martha  Stewart,  with  her  mother,  Indiana  county.  Pa. 

Elizabeth  A.  Jones,  with  her  mother,  Indiana  county.  Pa. 
Matilda  J.  Rupert,  with  her  mother,  Armstrong  county.  Pa. 

Ida  Ayers,  with  her  grandfather,  New  Bethlehem,  Pa. 
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Matthew  S.  Lambert,  farming,  Jefferson  county,  Pa. 

John  D.  Young,  with  his  mother,  Jefferson  county.  Pa. 

Joseph  E.  Lucas,  with  his  guardian,  Brookville,  Pa. 

Martin  E.  Mortimer,  with  his  mother,  Yenango  county.  Pa. 

Charles  C.  Law,  clerk,  Frostburg,  Pa. 

William  W.  Wilhelm,  with  his  grandfather,  Indiana  county,  Pa. 

James  Hare,  with  his  mother,  Martinsburg,  Pa. 

Peter  Hare,  with  his  mother,  Martinsburg,  Pa. 

William  E.  Latimer,  with  his  mother,  New  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Elmer  E.  Burns,  with  his  guardian,  Jefferson  county.  Pa. 

George  L.  Glenn,  with  his  mother,  Armstrong  county.  Pa. 

William  P.  Brady. 

Elmer  E.  Fairbanks,  working  in  a factory,  Marion,  Indiana  county,  Pa. 
William  R.  Greene,  with  his  mother,  Homer  City,  Pa. 

James  H.  Earle}^,  with  his  mother,  Parker  City,  Pa. 

Jacob  H.  Flenner. 

William  H.  King,  farming,  Indiana  county.  Pa. 

Willard  H.  Carson,  with  his  mother.  Clarion  county.  Pa. 

Philip  Bush,  with  his  mother,  Indiana  county.  Pa. 

George  W.  Bail,  machinist,  Allegheny  City,  Pa.,  $1  50  per  day. 

James  M.  Stouffer,  farming,  Illinois. 

"William  L.  Martin,  farming,  Armstrong  county.  Pa. 

Charles  C.  Gumbert,  with  his  mother.  New  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

George  Wentzel,  with  his  mother,  New  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Calvin  R.  Litzel,  farming,  Ohio. 

Robert  P.  George,  with  his  mother,  Butler  county.  Pa. 

William  L.  Straup,  farming,  Indiana  county.  Pa. 

Samuel  E.  Shafier, 

John  Cunningham,  farming,  Armstrong  county,  Pa. 

Joshua  D.  Porter. 

Thomas  A.  Nail. 

Jacob  E.  Wyke,  attending  school,  Clinton  county.  Pa. 


HARFORD. 

Ella  Rogers,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Bloomsburg,  Pa. 
Anna  Sweet,  teaching  in  Nebraska. 

George  Nelson,  farming.  Old  Forge,  Pa. 

George  Gelner,  farming.  Sterling,  Pa. 

Jennie  Yandemark,  dressmaker,  Carbondale,  Pa. 

Grace  Dickerson,  attending  Soldiers’  Orp'fian  School,  Harford,  Pa. 
William  Sturgis,  driving  street  car,  Scranton,  Pa. 

Jefferson  Aveiy,  farming,  Ararat,  Pa. 
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Maud  Spencer,  teaching  Soldiers’  Orphan  School,  Harford,  Da. 
Anna  Stark,  with  her  mother,  Moosie,  Pa. 

Jphn  Bradshaw,  farming,  Lellaysville,  Pa. 

Emma  Yale,  attending  school,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

Emery  Thomas,  attending  school.  Drums,  Pa. 

Rose  Lott,  teaching,  Forkston,  Pa. 

Joseph  Wall,  with  a physician,  Hyde  Park,  Pa. 

Cora  Bitler. 

Lincoln  Wass,  teaching,  Daleville,  Pa. 

William  Hayden,  attending  Soldiers’  Orphan  School,  Harford,  Pa. 
Jennie  Stevens,  attending  school,  Scranton,  Pa. 

George  Goodrich,  farming,  Dundaff,  Pa. 

Samuel  Rockwell,  farming,  Pittston,  Pa. 

E.  E.  Swartz,  photographing,  Pittston,  Pa. 

Mary  Fennell,  attending  school,  Pittston,  Pa. 

Charles  Estes,  farming,  Le  Raysville,  Pa. 

John  Scott,  farming,  Plymouth,  Pa. 

Arminda  Hufteln,  attending  Soldiers’  Orphan  School,  Harford,  Pa. 
Carrie  Rogers,  attending  Soldiers’  Orphan  School,  Harford,  Pa. 
Frederick  Burgess,  farming,  Scottsville,  Pa. 

Riley  Miles,  farming.  West  Auburn,  Pa. 

Jennie  Warner,  attending  school,  Silvara,  Pa. 

William  McCown,  working  on  railroad,  Lackawaxen,  Pa. 

Marian  McLand,  attending  school,  Forkston,  Pa. 

Minnie  Crandall,  at  home,  Kingsley,  Pa. 

Emily  A.  Wenner,  at  home.  White  Haven,  Pa. 

Augusta  Arnts,  attending  school,  Russell  Hill,  Pa. 

Eugene  Kingsbury,  with  his  mother,  Callicoon,  Pa. 

Emma  Jones,  attending  school,  Newfoundland,  Pa. 


LINCOLN  INSTITITION. 

Philip  Brandt,  painter,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Alonzo  Butcher,  painter,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

John  A.  Clark,  printer,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

George  Hetherington,  2018  Pine  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Joseph  G.  Hart,  grocer,  Millerstown,  Butler  caunty.  Pa. 

A.  E.  Kendig,  notions,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Samuel  E.  E.  Kay,  tanner,  Chester,  Pa. 

George  B.  Roscoe,  in  cloth  house,  2021  Pine  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Winfield  S.  Sheard,  studying  law,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Francis  Watt,  in  dry  goods  house,  1929  Montrose  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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MANSFIELD. 

James  Arrowsmith,  at  home,  Englishtown,  Pa. 

William  Tan  Gelder,  farming  at  Fandale,  Pa. 

Ella  Rihble,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 

Emma  J.  Preston,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
Frank  McCollum,  farming,  Ekland,  Pa. 

George  Berry,  farming,  Stony  Fork,  Pa. 

Clara  Prosser,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
Wallace  J.  Newman,  St.  Petersburg,  Pa. 

Clarance  Brizzee,  farming,  Oswayo,  Pa. 

Ellen  R.  Shepard,  teaching,  Shunk,  Pa. 

Augustine  B.  Whipple,  with  his  mother,  Picture  Rocks,  Pa. 

Curry  F.  Mack,  farming,  Academy  Corners,  Pa. 

Elmer  N.  Dudley,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
Georgianna  Dickerson,  at  home.  Tioga,  Pa. 

Alice  Padgett,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
William  Dodd,  at  home.  Rose  Vallejo,  Pa. 

Franklin  McCoy,  at  home,  Covington,  Pa. 

Wellington  Stone,  farming,  Osceola,  Pa. 

Addie  Riebsam,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
Augustus  Prentiss,  at  home,  Lock  IlaAmn,  Pa. 

William  Stull,  at  home,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Thomas  Daines,  at  home,  Sheshequin,  Pa. 

John  Pitt,  at  home.  Big  Pond,  Pa. 

Flora  Dewey,  at  home,  Anstinville,  Pa. 

Edward  Weaver,  Liberty  Corners,  Pa. 

Clarissa  Vanwegen,  at  home,  Coudersport,  Pa. 

Kate  Horlacher,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
Mary  Graham,  at  home,  Somers  Lane,  Pa. 

Sarah  Gore,  at  home,  Ulster,  Pa. 

George  Walker,  farming,  Keeney ville.  Pa. 

Franc  Kemp,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
M^illiam  Wilber,  at  home,  Mansfield,  Pa. 

Charles,  Watts,  farming,  Tioga,  Pa. 

Nellie  Smith,  teaching,  Wellsboro’  Pa. 

Pharson  W.  Howe,  clerk,  Mansfield,  Pa. 

Lena  E.  Thompson,  Golden  Hill,  Pa. 

Amy  Bockus,  at  home.  Round  Top,  Pa. 

Porteus  Brown,  at  home.  East  Canton,  Pa. 

Rose  Blanchard,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
Judson  Hertle,  farming,  Mansfield,  Pa. 

Selden  Benjamin,  farming,  Liberty  Corners,  Pa. 

Samuel  English,  farming,  Shunk,  Pa. 

Rosa  Cox,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 

Yale  Boardman,  farming,  Windham  Summit,  Pa. 

William  YanHosen,  farming,  Pike  Mills,  Pa. 
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Neoscaletta  Houseknecht,  with  her  mother,  VVatsoiitown,  Pa. 
Margaret  A.  Forren,  with  her  friends,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

William  I.  Wright,  with  his  mother,  Liverpool,  Pa. 

John  Reed,  with  his  mother.  Port  Royal,  Pa. 

Margaret  Green,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Dessa  J.  "Wilt. 

Morand  P.  Beach,  with  his  mother,  Franklin  county.  Pa. 

Mary  E.  Dudley,  with  her  mother,  D uncannon.  Pa. 

Mary  R.  Jones,  with  her  guardian,  Williamsburg,  Pa. 

James  L.  Morrow,  machinist,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Catharine  A.  Gordon,  with  her  mother,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Ada  C.  Reynolds,  domestic  service,  Mifflintown,  Pa. 

Anna  M.  Kaufman,  with  her  mother,  Williamsburg,  Pa. 

Mary  L.  Williams,  attending  State  Xormal  School,  Indiana,  Pa. 
Mary  A.  Ford,  with  her  friends,  Duncannon,  Pa. 

Henry  Farber,  Tyrone,  Pa. 

Anna  Smith,  with  her  mother,  Osceola,  Pa. 

Daniel  E.  Machemer,  butcher,  Watsontown,  Pa. 

William  C.  Hall,  at  home,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Elnathan  Lidick,  with  his  mother.  New  Bulfalo,  Pa. 

Charles  Boyd,  at  home,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Annie  Felton,  with  her  mother,  Sandyhill,  Pa. 

George  B.  Me.  Marshall,  at  home,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

George  Me.  Wallace,  with  his  mother.  Port  Royal,  Pa. 

Eliza  L.  Yarlett,  with  her  mother,  Clearfield,  Pa. 

James  H.  E.  Kirkpatrick,  with  his  mother.  Mill  Creek,  Pa. 
Annetta  Mauk,  with  her  mother,  Martinsburg,  Pa. 

George  B.  Me.  Reed,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Abram  L.  Walker,  farming,  Osceola,  Pa. 

Franklin  C.  Miller,  with  his  mother,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

James  A.  Xorris,  at  home,  Martha  Furnace,  Pa. 

Alfred  H.  McCombs,  with  his  sister,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Mary  M.  Arnold,  with  her  mother.  Port,  Treverton,  Pa. 

Henry  S.  Warfel,  with  his  friends,  Conemaugh,  Pa. 

Nancy  C.  Cowher,  with  her  mother.  Port  Matilda,  Pa. 

George  W.  McMichael,  with  his  mother,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Frank  Shoening,  with  his  guardian,  Clearfield  county.  Pa. 

John  W.  Little,  in  saw-mill.  Snow  Shoe.  Pa. 

Elizabeth  Crooks,  with  her  mother,  Newport,  Pa. 
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MERCER. 

Ellis  E,  Moore,  brick-maker,  Franklin,  Pa. 

James  R.  Johnston,  clerk,  Mercer,  Pa. 

Thomas  Varley,  in  oil  regions. 

David  B.  Hanna,  clerk,  in  post  office,  Mercer,  Pa. 

William  A.  McCoy,  farming. 

William  N.  Winkleman,  farming. 

George  B.  C.  Weber,  farming. 

Butler  Shaffer,  farming. 

David  Evans,  machinist. 

Sarah  E.  Sloan,  attending  school,  Sandy  Lake,  Pa. 

James  L.  Patterson,  painting. 

Ernest  E.  Whitnej’^,  clerk.  Sugar  Grove,  Pa. 

Emaline  Highland,  attending  school. 

Lowry  Walters,  farming. 

Estella  Whitlock,  attending  school.  New  Castle,  Pa. 

Jesse  M.  Donaldson,  farming. 

Laura  Stevens,  attending  school. 

Elnora  E.  Hodges,  attending  school,  Smethport,  Pa. 

Charles  E.  Cubbison,  clerk,  Harrisville,  Pa. 

Joseph  A.  Eckles,  attending  school,  Sheakleyville,  Pa. 

Odessa  G.  Grove,  with  her  mother. 

Charles  T.  Hall,  in  Ohio. 

Elizabeth  A.  Rowland,  attending  school,  Edinboro’,  Pa. 

Lavina  A.  Malarkey,  attending  school,  Fredonia,  Pa. 

Louisa  J.  Tenney,  with  Mrs.  G.  S.  Berry,  Titusville,  Pa. 
Matthew  E.  St.  Clair,  farming. 

William  C.  Darrow,  farming. 

Anna  M.  George,  attending  school,  Edinboro’,  Pa. 

Margaret  L.  Simpson,  Oil  City,  Pa. 

Francis  S.  Graham,  attending  school,  Linesville,  Pa. 

Isabella  L.  Kease,  attending  school,  Edinboro’,  Pa. 

Clara  D.  Reynolds,  attending  school,  Edinboro’,  Pa. 

John  E.  Hughes,  farming. 

Charles  A.  Prescott,  farming. 

Lena  Ault,  attending  school,  Rochester,  Pa. 

M^’llford  C.  Bower. 

William  E.  Heasley,  gone  west. 

Emma  R.  Keas,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Edinboro’,  Pa. 
Effie  B.  Curr}^,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Edinboro’,  Pa. 
Freely  Yogus,  with  his  mother. 

Frederick  M.  Nellis,  machinist.  Pan  Handle  railroad. 

Anna  S.  Milliken,  attending  school,  Homer  City,  Pa. 

Elsmore  Toy,  farming. 

Orrie  Critchlow,  oil  regions. 


p]x.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Lydia  L.  Rodgers,  Leesburg,  Pa. 

Mary  J.  Crawford,  attending  State  ^’ornial  School,  Edinboro’,  Pa. 
George  B.  Hoag,  employed  at  Soldiers’  Orphans  School,  Mercer,  Pa. 
Nettie  J.  Smith,  attending  school.  Rose  Point,  Pa. 

David  H.  M^oods,  gone  west. 

Harry  E.  McKee,  farming. 

Alexander  Gathers,  laborer. 

Clara  B.  Northrop,  attending  school,  Onyville,  Pa, 

Eliza  J.  Minner,  at  home. 

Mary  A.  Porter,  at  home. 

Ida  R.  Price,  attending  school.  Union  City,  Pa. 

John  E.  Crain,  farming. 

George  E.  McCutcheon,  farming. 

William  J.  Campbell,  farming. 

Maiy  Chambers,  with  her  mother. 

Ella  S.  Wood,  New  Castle,  Pa. 

William  S.  A'oiing,  farming. 

Perry  T.  Woodward,  Corry,  Pa. 

Rachel  B.  'W’'allace,  laborer,  fiercer,  Pa. 

Esther  M.  Hayes,  attending  school. 

Emma  E.  Law,  attending  school. 

Dora  Conover,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Edinboro’,  Pa. 

Mary  E.  Lucas,  with  her  mother. 

William  Gregory,  clerk,  Ohio. 

William  E.  Book,  attending  school. 

Clara  M.  Goucher,  wdth  her  mother. 

Mary  G.  Kitch,  with  her  mother. 

Ida  C.  Nelson,  attending  school  at  Edinboro’,  Pa 


>10l\T  JOY. 

M''illiam  I.  Thomas,  died  May  12,  1878. 

David  L.  Ray. 

Lillie  Kelley,  at  home,  Shirleysburg,  Pa. 

Martha  J.  Pearce,  at  home,  Berwick,  Pa. 

Elizabeth  Funk,  with  her  mother. 

Joseph  Buzzard. 

Julia  Katon. 

Henry  A.  Fell. 

Julianu  Coffin,  Slatdngton,  Pa. 

Virginia  McGinnis,  with  her  mother,  Columbia,  Pa. 

Francis  S.  Rake,  graduate  of  State  Normal  School,  Bloomsburg,  Pa. 
Walter  S.  Bechtel,  Womelsdorf,  Pa. 
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Sarah  Shaaclt,  Sunbury,  Pa. 

John  C.  F.rown,  boating. 

Jacob  D.  Shand,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Alice  A.  Fulton. 

William  H.  Young,  farming,  Minnesota. 

Amanda  E.  Allen,  attended  Soldiers’  Orphan  School,  Mt.  Joy,  Pa. 
John  S.  Burke,  printing,  Pittston,  Pa. 

Elmer  E.  Styre. 

Mary  E.  Sultzbach,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Agnes  I.  McNeil. 

Daniel  F.  Gross. 

Amanda  Brightbill,  at  home,  Jonestown,  Pa. 

Martha  Dreisbach,  attending  school,  Allentown,  Pa. 

Laura  Curry,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Isaac  D.  Means. 

Serena  Barlow,  at  home.  Mount  Joy,  Pa. 

John  W.  Coffin,  Slatington,  Pa. 

Luzia  R.  A.  Ferber. 

Thomas  Musselman,  in  iron-mill,  Danville,  Pa. 

Susan  A.  Miller. 

Henry  H.  Long,  farming,  Iowa. 

Elmer  E.  Leed,  blacksmithing,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Susan  Weidman,  attending  school.  Marietta,  Pa. 

Clayton  Newcomer,  farming  for  his  mother. 

Agnes  Bentley,  Middletown,  Pa. 

John  H.  McCanley,  clerking  in  drug  store,  Mahanoy  Plane,  Pa. 
Charles  F.  Willingmyre,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Margaret  .1.  Stewart,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Catharine  A.  Gordon. 

George  Hambright,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Jackson  Fox,  Bloomsburg,  Pa. 

Ella  F.  Brandt,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Clara  R.  Eisenhower. 

Elmer  E.  Brown,  reading  medicine,  Kirkwood,  Pa. 

Edwin  C.  Simmons. 

George  B.  Me.  Robinson,  farming,  Brogueville,  Pa. 

Harry  Y.  Millhouse,  Sunbury,  Pa. 

Ella  M.  Schott. 


SOLDIERS’  ORPHAN  INSTITUTE. 

Melvin  T.  Cutler,  laborer.  West  Philadelphia. 

James  Keesey,  learning  marble  cutting.  West  Philadelphia. 
James  Johnston,  gone  west. 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Martha  Mitchell,  domestic  service,  Doctor  Carsoner,  Philadelphia. 

Charles  H.  Bahney,  herding,  Kansas. 

Edward  H.  Martin,  farming,  Marshalton,  Delaware  county.  Pa. 

Clara  Pollock,  dress-making. 

Susan  Neimer,  employed  in  institution. 

Ida  0.  Simmons,  with  her  mother,  Philadelphia. 

Annie  Hartin,  seamstress  in  institution. 

Samuel  Bodman,  at  Wanamaker’s,  Philadelphia. 

Robert  E.  Crawford,  at  Wanamaker’s,  Philadelphia. 

Lonisa  M.  Atkinson,  with  her  mother,  1524  Amboy  street,  Philadelphia. 
Clara  L.  Robins,  married,  Philadelphia. 

William  R.  Hardy,  laborer,  Philadelphia. 

Joseph  W.  Clark,  Easton,  Pa. 

Jacob  Walbert,  plumbing,  with  Rand,  Philadelphia. 

Annie  M.  Martz,  seamstress,  Schuylkill  Haven,  Pa. 

Mai’y  M.  Buxton,  with  her  mother.  West  Philadelphia. 

William  Clossin,  barber,  Philadelphia. 

Harry  Hicks,  on  board  training  ship  Saratoga. 

Elmore  Yanfossin,  baker  in  institution. 

Abram  L.  Rudolph,  in  brush  factory.  Market  street,  Philadelphia. 

James  Ridgway,  plumbing,  with  Rand,  Philadelphia. 

Martha  Hood,  cook  in  institution. 

Walter  J.  Hyatt,  cigar  factory,  Camden,  N.  J. 

Edward  Files,  at  home,  West  Philadelphia. 

Harriet  E.  Sorden,  farming,  Darb}^,  Pa. 

John  C.  Gilliland,  wood  turning. 

Abram  L.  Stewart,  paper  hanging,  Philadelphia. 

John  Stewart,  stencil  works,  Ai’ch  street,  Philadelphia. 

William  Metz,  farming,  Milton,  Del. 

William  Reynolds,  clerking,  Donnelly’s  store,  South  street,  Philadelphia. 
Rufus  L.  Jackson,  with  his  mother.  West  Philadelphia. 

Ellen  Hammell,  with  her  mother.  Tillage  Green,  Delaware  count}'.  Pa. 
Mary  Hallworth,  with  her  mother,  Chesapeake,  Md. 

Mary  E.  Patton,  with  her  mother,  Piiiladelphia. 

Henry  Harvey,  hatter.  Arch  street,  Philadelphia. 

John  Orr,  attending  school  in  institution. 

Phcebe  R.  Finley,  attending  school  in  institution. 


UiMONTOVVN. 

Charles  Turner,  farming. 

Nancy  McDevit,  with  her  sister. 

Uriah  E.  Clark,  printing. 

Laura  Bruner,  at  home. 
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Stephen  Alton,  farming. 

William  Hays,  teaching. 

William  Beggs,  farming. 

Silvester  Kisner,  farming. 

Lloyd  Flint,  printing. 

John  Barker,  remaining  at  school. 

Binley  Collin,  farming. 

Margaret  E.  Connelley,  at  home. 

Laura  Sohlsley,  domestic  service. 

Anna  R.  Wilson,  at  home. 

James  Burns,  with  his  uncle. 

William  Walls,  blacksmithing. 

Mary  Yoders,  remaining  at  school. 

Samuel  Giles,  farming. 

Helena  Mickey,  at  home. 

George  McNesbit,  learning  trade. 

John  McMillen,  farming. 

Julia  Hanson,  with  her  sister. 

Barnet  Christopher,  at  home. 

Edward  R.  Steiner,  farming. 

Annie  Boyer,  domestic  service. 

Martha  N.  Craven,  domestic  service. 

George  I.  Hay,  learning  trade. 

William  B.  Alalick,  attending  State  Normal  School. 
Samuel  Churchill,  at  home. 

Jennie  P.  Bane,  attending  State  Normal  School. 
Calvin  Board,  farming. 

Margaret  Moon,  at  home. 

Charles  Foutch,  farming. 

Mary  McMeans,  domestie  service. 

William  McRobert,  clerking  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Margaret  Cady,  domestic  service. 

Kate  Jones,  attending  State  Normal  School. 
Margaret  B.  Clawson,  at  home. 

Joseph  Johnston,  at  home. 

Mary  Stull,  at  home. 


WHITE  HALL. 

Rebecca  McElligett,  domestic  service,  Harrisburg,  Pa 
Thomas  Jones,  at  home,  Minersville,  Pa. 

William  Dearment,  farming.  Coffee  Run,  Pa. 

Jacob  L.  Clark,  tinner,  Newberry,  Pa. 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Annie  C.  Steele,  graduated  from  State  Normal  School,  Shippensburg. 
Samuel  B.  Edminstou,  farming,  Lisburn,  Pa. 

Espey  Spidel,  attending  school,  Bedford,  Pa. 

W.  Oscar  Hilbert,  miner,  Llewellyn,  Pa. 

Elmer  T.  Beltz,  farming,  Pleasantville,  Pa. 

Margaret  J.  Smith,  attending  school,  Newburg,  Pa. 

William  H.  Cleckuer,  clerk,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

George  B.  Marlin,  farming,  McConnelstown,  Pa. 

George  W.  Eickes,  farming,  Newville,  Pa. 

Sarah  E.  Brown,  with  her  mother,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Elmer  S.  Brown,  farming.  Lock  Haven,  Pa. 

Harry  E.  Rodabaugh,  painting,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Clara  R.  English,  with  her  mother,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Jemima  S.  Drewett,  domestie  service,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Maria  R.  Dentz,  with  her  mother.  Pine,  Pa. 

Annie  L.  Hounstine,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Millersville,  Pa. 
Mary  S.  Fry,  milliner,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Amanda  Eastwood,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Millersville,  Pa. 
Lucy  P''avinger,  domestic,  Dalmatia,  Pa. 

George  Fissel,  learning  trade,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

William  R.  Kline,  with  his  mother,  Shepherdstown,  Pa. 

Frederick  K.  Smith,  farming,  Fairview,  Pa. 

George  M.  Hollinger,  farming.  White  House,  Pa. 

John  Bettlyon,  laborer,  Millersburg,  Pa. 

Robert  Simpson,  laborer,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Charles  B.  Seawalt,  learning  trade,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Mary  C.  Christmore,  with  her  uncle,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Mary  Croft,  with  her  mother,  Kansas. 

William  H.  H.  Thomas,  laborer,  York,  Pa. 

Margaret  J.  Fink,  with  her  mother,  Mechauicsburg,  Pa. 

William  G.  Turner,  attending  school,  Danville,  Pa. 

Robert  F.  Fetrow,  clerk,  Bristol,  Pa. 

Thomas  E.  Blair,  farming.  Table  Rock,  Pa. 

Adam  f].  Bohn,  in  car-works,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Carrie  E.  Ricedorff,  with  her  mother,  Donally’s  Mills,  Pa. 

Mary  S.  Stonesifer,  at  home,  Newberry,  Pa. 

Laura  J.  Foose,  at  home,  Ray’s  Hill,  Pa. 

Jonn  N.  Barger,  farming,  Maiyland. 

William  Hummel,  attending  school. 
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John  Kinsler,  learning  trade,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Martha  Fair,  domestic  service,  Cumberland  comity,  Pa. 

Emma  Oxenford,  with  her  mother,  Loysville,  Pa. 

Julia  Layton,  employed  at  the  home. 

Clara  Keefauver,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Shippensburg,  Pa. 
Otho  Saylor,  teaching,  Somerset,  Pa. 

Edward  Butler,  with  his  mother,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Mollie  Messimer,  mantuamaker.  New  Bloomfield,  Pa. 

Jane  Kiester,  mantuamaker.  Lock  Haven,  Pa. 

Edith  Sands,  clerk.  New  Bloomfield,  Pa. 

Matilda  J.  Jones,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Shippensburg,  Pa. 


ST.  p vurrs  orphan  home. 

Hugh  C.  McClure,  clerking.  Cat  Fish,  Pa. 

Eliza  J.  Speer,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Edinboro’,  Pa. 
Sanford  E.  Stonebraker,  livery  business,  Leach ville.  Pa. 
Florence  C.  Cordeman,  domestic  service,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Elsina  F.  McAfoos,  domestic  service,  Plumville,  Pa. 

Evauett  Hall,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Edinboro’,  Pa. 


APPE^TDIX 


ORPHAN  SCHOOL  DIRECTORY. 
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IL  FOEM  FOE  OEPHAE^  SCHOOLS. 


(Class  No.  1.) 


Application  for  Admission. 

To  J.  P.  WicKERSHAM,  Superintendent  of  Destitute  Orphans  of  deceased 
Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ; 


I,  as do  hereby  apply  for  an  order  for 

education  and  maintenance,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
entitled  “An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  accept  the  donation  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,”  approved  the  6th  day  of  May,  1864, 
and  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  orphans 
of  the  deceased  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  State,  appi’oved  March  22, 
A.  D.  1865;  and  on  condition  of  the  granting  of  said  order,  and  in  con- 
sideration of  the  education  and  maintenance  of  the  orphan  above  named, 
according  to  the  plan  adopted  for  carrying  said  acts  into  effect,  I do 
hereby  resign  and  transfer  to  said  Superintendent,  and  to  his  successors 
in  office,  the  custody,  care,  and  control  of  said  orphan,  for  said  purpose, 
till  ....  arrival  at  the  full  age  of  sixteen  years,  with  the  full  right  to 
put  or  bind  . . . out  on  . . . arrival  at  said  age,  for  such  employment  or 
trade,  to  such  employer  or  master,  and  during  such  term  as  said  super- 
intendent shall  then  select,  with  the  written  assent  of  said  orphan  and 
myself. 

In  furtherance  whereof,  I hereto  append  the  following  statement  of  facts 
in  relation  to  said  orphan,  with  my  signature  and  affidavit  thereto. 

* 


Witness  present : f 


P.O. 

, Gouuty^  Pa. 

) 

I 


Statement. 

The  above  named was  born  on  the  day  of 

eighteen  hundred  . . . . ; now  resides  in common 

school  district, county.  Pa. ; is  the  ...  of 

and is  in  destitute  circumstances,  being  dependent  for 

support  on The  father  of  this 

orphan  was  an  actual  resident  of in  this 

State,  where,  in  the  month  of 186  .he  ....  into 


186  . he 
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the regiment and  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  TJnited  States,  at in on  the  . . . day  oi 

,186  , being  then  in  rank  a 


The  said  father  vms  of  the, denomination  in  religion, 

and  the  subscriber  accordingly  desires  that  his  orphan  shall  be  trained  up 
in  the  same  creed  and  observances. 

* 

Pa.,  ss  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me, in  and  for  said  county, 

the  above  subscribed , who  being  duly  . . does  say 

that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  forenoino;  statement  are  true  to  the  best  of 
. . knowledge  and  belief.  In  testimonj'  whereof,  I have  liereto  set  my 

hand  and  seal,  this  ....  day  of , 187  . 

[seal.] 


Certificnte  by  .School  Oirectorsi. 


Common  School  District, 

county^  Fa. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  foregoing  application  and  statement  were 
duly  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  of  the  above  named  district,  and 
having  been  carefully  examined  are  found  to  be  true  and  correct,  so  far  as 
the  facts  are  known  to  this  board.  The  orphan  therein  named  is  accord - 
ingl}'  recommended  as  a proper  person  for  education  and  maintenance, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  on  the  subject. 

Signed  and  attested,  by  order  of  the  board,  this  . ■ day  of  . . . 187 

President. 


Secretary. 


Note. — lithe  mother  has  re-married,  this  application  must  be  executed  by  a guar- 
dian. 

*The  mother  or  guardian  must  sign  at  both  these  places. 

I Two,  if  mark  is  made. 

I If  the  father  died  after  being  discharged,  the  certiticate  of  a regular  physician,  cer- 
tifying under  oath  that,  in  iris  opinion,  the  father  died  of  a disea.se  contracted  in  the 
service,  must  accompany  the  application. 


(Class  No.  2.j 

Application  for  Admission. 

To  J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM,  Superintendent  of  Destitute  Orphans  of  Deceased 
Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Sir:  I,  as  the  father  of do  hereby  apply 

for  an  order  for  . . education  and  maintenance,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  “An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ac- 
cept the  donation  of  the  Pennsylvanis  Railroad  Compau}',”  approved  the 
6th  day  of  May,  1864,  and  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  ot 
the  destitute  orphans  of  the  deceased  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  State, 
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approved  March  22,  A.  T).  18G5,  and  its  supplements  ; and  on  condition  of 
the  granting  of  said  order,  and  in  consideration  of  the  education  and 
maintenance  of  the  child  above  named,  according  to  the  plan  adopted  for 
carrying  said  acts  into  effect,  I do  hereby  resign  and  transfer  to  said  Su- 
perintendent, and  to  his  successors  in  office,  the  custody,  care,  and  control 
of  said  child,  for  said  purpose,  till  . . arrival  at  the  full  age  of  sixteen 
years,  with  the  full  riglit  to  put  or  bind  out  on  . . . arrival  at  said 

age,  for  such  employment  or  trade,  to  such  employer  or  master,  and  during 
such  terra,  as  said  Superintendent  shall  then  select,  with  the  written  assent 
of  said  child  and  myself. 

In  furtherance  whereof,  I hereunto  append  the  following  statement  of 
facts  in  relation  to  said  child,  with  my  signature  and  affidavit  thereto. 

’Witness  present  if  * . . 

} P.O. 

\ County,  Pa. 

Statement. 

My  son, was  born  on  the day  of 

eighteen  hundred  and ; he  now  resides  with  me 

in common  school  district, county, 

Pennsylvania. 

In  consequence  of 

( Here  state  fully  the  character  of  wounds  or  sickness,  and  extent  of  disability.) 


I am  now  in  destitute  circumstances,  and  am  unable  to  afford  the  said 

proper  education  and  maintenance. 

I was  an  actual  resident  of  county,  in  this  State,  where, 

in  the  month  of 186  , I enlisted  into  company  .... 

regiment,  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  by  reason  of 
(Here  state  fully  the  cause  of  your  discliarge  from  tiie  service.) 


was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  at 

on  the day  of 186  , being  at  the 

time  in  rank  a 

I would  further  state  that  I am  of  the denomination  in 

religion,  and  accordingly  desire  that  this  child  shall  be  trained  up  in  the 
same  creed  and  observances. 

* 

, Pa.,  ss  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me, in  and  for  said 

county,  the  above  subscribed who  being  duly 

does  sa}',  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  statement 

are  true  to  the  best  of  ...  . knowledge  and  belief.  In  testimony  where- 
of, I have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  ....  day  of  . . . 181  . 

...  ...  [seal.] 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Pliy-sicinn’s  Certilicate 

I,  the  undersigned,  a practicing  physician  in  the  above  named  common 
school  district,  hereby  certify  that  I have  carefully  examined  the  said 

. , and  find  the  extent  of  the  disability"  as  described  in 

the  foregoing  statement. 

O O 


(’erliiicate  by  School  Dtreclors. 


Common  School  District, 

County,  Penniiylvmiia. 

It  is  hereby  certified,  that  the  foregoing  airplication  and  statement  were 
duly’  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  of  the  above  named  district,  and 
having  been  carefully’  examined,  are  found  to  be  true  and  correct,  so  far 
as  the  facts  are  known  to  this  board.  The  child  therein  named  is  accord- 
ingly recommended  as  a proper  person  for  education  and  maintenance, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  on  the  subject. 

Signed  and  attested,  by'  order  of  the  board,  this  . . day’  of  . . , 181  . 

, President. 


, Secretary. 


* Sign  your  name  at  both  places, 
t Two,  if  mark  is  made. 

J State  tally  the  character  of  the  sickness,  the  nature  of  the  wounds,  or  extent  of 
disability. 


Application  for  a Discharge. 

To  J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM,  Superintendent : 

Sir:  I,  tlie of do  hereby’  make  application  for 

h . . discharge  from  the  custody’,  care,  and  control  which  y’ou  now  possess 
by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  “An  act  to  provide  for  the  continuance  of 
the  education  and  maintenance  of  the  destitute  orphans  of  the  deceased 
soldiers  and  sailors,  and  the  destitute  children  of  permanently’  disabled 
soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  State,”  approved  April  9,  18(11,  in  furtherance 
whereof,  I hereto  append  the  following  statement  of  facts,  with  signature 
and  affidavit  thereto : 

Statement. 

The  above  named was  born  on  the  . . . day  of  ...  18  , 

and  w’as  a resident  of county’,  State  of  Pennsylvania,  where 

application  for  admission  to  school  w’as  made,  and  is  at  this  time  a pupil 

in  the 

And  I further  declare  that  my’  reasons  for  asking  for  the  discharge  of 

said  child  are 

And  further,  that  I now’  have  in  my  possession  ample  means  for  h . . 
education  and  maintenance. 

....  and  subscribed  before  me, 
this  . . . day’  of  ....  187 


P.  0. 

County,  Pa. 


8G 


Annual  Report  of  the 


[No.  9, 


Ortilicnte  by  School  Directors. 


Common  School  District, 

Count]/,  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  bereb\’  certified,  that  the  foregoing  application  and  statement  were 
duly  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  of  the  above  named  district,  and 
having  been  carefully  examined,  are  found  to  be  true  and  correct,  as  far  as 
the  facts  are  known  to  this  board.  The  orphan  therein  named  is  accord- 
ingly recommended  for  discharge,  under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  on  the 
subject. 

Signed  and  attested,  by  order  of  the  board,  this  . . day  of  . . . .181 

President. 


Secretary. 


Form  of  Affldai'it. 


Pennsylvania.  ^ 

Personally  appeared  before  me  , of 

who,  being  duly according 


to  law,  doth  depose  and  say  that  tlie  annexed  bill  is  correct,  and  that  the 
prices  charged  are  those  agreed  upon  b}^  contract  with  the  State,  and  no 
more;  that  no  commission,  abatement,  or  allowance  has  been  or  is  to  be 
made  to  any  party  to  the  contract ; that  the  children  charged  for,  were  ac- 
tually present  and  in  school  during  the  time  charged  for,  except  when 
absent  at  regular  vacations,  on  physician’s  certificate  of  disabilitj",  without 
leave  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  of  which  absence  tlie  State  Superintendent 
has  been  dul}^  informed,  or  by  order  of  the  State  Superintendent ; and  that 
when  absent  without  leave  they  were  returned  at  the  expense  of  the  insti- 
tution, in  the  shortest  possible  time;  and  that  the  Superintendent  of  Sol- 
diers’ Orphan  Schools  has  no  pecuniary  interest  in  the  Soldier’  Orphan 
School  of  which  I am  the  principal  or  manager,  for  the  period  covered  by 
the  annexed  account  against  the  State  ; and  further  deponent  saith  not. 

and  subscribed  before  me,) 

this day  of 18  j 


Form  of  Application  for  Admission  to  a IVormal  ScLool,  IVo.  1. 

J.  P.  WlCKERSUAM, 

Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools  : 

Sir:  1, having  been  honorably  discharged 

? 18*7  , from  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  School  at 

....  . . , at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  desiring  to  become  a teacher 
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in  the  common  schools  of  the  State,  hereby  make  application  for  admission 

into  the  State  Normal  School  at . . . . Pa., 

under  the  provisions  made  by  law  for  that  purpose.  If  admitted,  I pledge 
myself  to  obey  the  regulations  of  the  school,  and  to  pursue  my  studies  with 
diligence. 


187  . 


Recolumendotion. 

The  undersigned,  principal  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  School  at  .... 

, hereby  recommends , 

whose  post-office  address  is , for  admission 

nto  a State  Normal  School,  believing  that  ....  disposition  and  talents 
pecially  fit for  a teacher. 


Princiioal 


Form  of  Application  for  Admmission  to  a Noianal  School,  INo.  3, 

TC,J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools; 

Si : I, . . , whose  post-office  address  is 

• ■ , having  attended  the  State  Normal  School 

• • • under  your  order,  for  the  term  of 

• • • ....  weeks,  ending 187  , hereby  make 

applica^n  for  admission  during  a second  term. 


187 


Recommendation. 

The  und^igued,  principal  of  the  State  Normal  School 

hereby  certifies  that 

w'as,  while  under  his  charge,  diligent  in  study 

and  correct  ideportment ; and  that possesses  those  natural 

and  acquired  salifications  which  in  a special  manner  fit for  a 

teacher. 


187 


Principal. 
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To 


Order  of  Admission  to  a IVorinal  Sciiool. 


, Princix>al  of  State  No?-mal  School , 


Pa 


Please  admit  , a soldier’s  orphan,  into  j^our 

school  to  be  boarded,  instructed,  and  furnished  with  text-books,  according 
to  contract,  for  one  year  from  date  of  entrance,  unless  removed  by  my 
order.  As  soon  as  the  orphan  shall  have  been  admitted,  you  will  be  kind 
enough  to  inform  me,  by  letter,  stating  the  date  of  admission. 

The  design  of  sending  this  orphan  to  a normal  school  is,  that  . . . 
may  be  fully  prepared  to  teach  in  the  common  schools  of  the  State  ; and 
you  will  therefore  adopt  such  a course  of  study  and  discipline  for  . . . 
as  in  your  judgment  will  best  conduce  to  that  end. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

, Superintendent. 

Harrisburg,  Pa., 187  . 


Diploma  for  Soldiers’  Orphans. 

The  following  is  the  form  adopted  for  diplomas  to  soldiers’  orphans 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
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(Form  No.  1.) 

IVormal  Seliool  Report  and  Receipt  on  Account. 

State  Normal  School, 
Pa., 187  . 

J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools: 

Sir  : The  following  soldiers’  orphans  were  admitted  into  this  school,  by 

j'our  order,  for  the  term  beginning 187  , at  the  dates  set 

opposite  their  names,  respectively,  and  are  being  instructed  and  cared  for, 
as  provided  by  law,  and  by  contract  with  your  Department : 


Names. 

Dates. 

Names. 

Dates. 

Principal. 

Kec'clpt. 

Received, 187  , of  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Superin- 
tendent of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools,  the  sum  of on  account, 

being  an  advance  payment  of  one  half  the  amount  charged  for  the  term, 
at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  ($3  00)  per  week,  for  the  tuition,  boarding,  and 
text-books  furnished  the  soldiers’  orphans  above  named,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act,  approved 187. 


Principal. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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(Form  No.  2.) 

iVc>rinal  School  Keport  aud  Receipt  in  riill. 

State  Normal  School, 
Pa., 187  . 

J.  P.  WlCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools: 

Sir;  The  following  is  the  account  of  the  soldiers’  orphans  who  have 
attended  this  school  3’our  order,  during  the  term  ending  . . 187  : 


No. 

Name. 

Date  of 
Entrance. 

Date  of 
Leaving. 

No.  of 
weeks. 

Aiiioiuit  charged  rii.,...! 

per  week.  iouu. 

Dolls. 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

Cts. 

Total  amount, § 

Received  on  account, 

Amount  due, 


Receipt. 

Received 187  , of  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Superin- 
tendent of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools,  the  sum  of in  full  for 

the  tuition,  boarding,  and  text-books  furnished  the  soldiers’  orphans  above 
named,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act,  approved 187  . 


Principal. 
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Form  of  Physician’s  Statement. 

(Form  No.  1.) 

To  be  executed  in  case  the  Fatlier  is  Deceased. 

I am  a physician  in  regular  practice,  and  now  reside  at 

county,  Pa.  1 attended  professionally  the  late 

the  father  of 

in  his  late  illness,  and  for  previously  ; and  I hereby  certify 

that  he  died 187  , of 

a disease  which  the  following  circumstances  prove  that  he  contracted 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion. 

[Here  giye  the  fullest  possible  history  of  the  ease,  stating  in  particular  whether  the  deceased  was 
afflicted  with  the  disease  of  which  he  died  while  iu  the  army,  whether  he  was  ever  in  a hospital,  on  its 
account,  whether  it  was  the  cause  of  his  discharge,  and  continued  to  afflicthim  continually  or  at  inter- 
vals to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  whether  he  drew  a pension.  ] 


M.  D. 

, Pa.,  s.s  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me, in  and  for  said  county, 

the  above  subscribed , a physician  in  good  standing,  who 

being  duly  . . . does  say,  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing 
statement  are  true,  to  the  best  of  . . . knowledge  and  belief. 

In  testimony  whereof,  1 have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  . . 
day  of 187  . 

[seal.] 

Note.— Only  one  of  this  form  need  be  executed  in  a family  of  children. 


(Form  No.  2.) 

To  be  executed  in  case  llie  Father  is  SieU  or  Disabled. 

I am  a physician  in  regular  practice,  and  now  reside  at 

county,  Pa.  I have  made 187  , a careful 

professional  examination  of , and  find  his  sickness  or 

disability  to  be  as  follows ; 

[Here  state  fully  the  character  of  wounds  or  sickness,  and  extent  of  disability.] 


I further  certify,  that  the  sickness  or  disability  of  the  said 

was  caused  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or 

in  consequence  of  that  service. 

M.  D. 

. . Pa.,  ss  .- 

Personally  appeared  before  me, in  and  for  the  said  county, 

the  above  subscribed , a physician  in  good  standing,  who 

being  dul}^  ....  does  say,  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  state- 
ment are  true,  to  the  best  of  . . . knowledge  and  belief. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I Lave  hereto  set  mj'  band  and  seal,  this  .... 
day  of  ......  , 187  . 

[seal.] 

Note.— Only  one  of  this  form  need  be  executed  for  a family  of  children. 


Leg.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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III.  EEPORTS. 


Weekly  Report. 


Soldiers’  Orphan 


To  J.  P.  WiCKERSIIAM, 

Superintendent  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools: 


187  . 


Sir:  The  following  report  is  submitted  for  the  week  ending  , . 187 


Xumber  on  roll  as  per  last  report, 
N umber  admitted  on  order,  . . 


Number  admitted  on  transfer. 


Total, 

Number  discharged  on  age, 


Number  discharged  on  order. 


Number  discharged  on  transfer. 


Deaths, 

Total  on  roll,  . . , 

Number  absent  with  leave, 


Number  absent  without  leave. 


Number  present,  males,  , . . ; females.  , . ; total. 


Note. — The  blanks  to  be  filled  in  all  cases  with  names  and  dates. 


Principal. 
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(Jnarterly  Report. 

....  Soldiers’  Orphan 


. 187 


To  J.  P.  Wickersiiam, 

Superintendent  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools: 

Sir:  The  following  report  is  submitted  for  the  quarter  ending  . . l.:^’T  : 


I.  Statistical  Sumiiinry. 

Number  admitted  from  commencement  on  order, 
Number  admitted  from  commencement  on  transfei', 

Total,  

Number  discharged  from  commencement  on  age. 
Number  discharged  from  commencement  on  transfer. 
Number  discharged  from  commencement  on  order,  . 
Deaths,  

Total,  

Number  remaining  on  roll, 181  ..  . 


II.  Uiiarterly  Report. 


Number  on  roll  as  per  last  quarterly  report, 

Number  admitted  on  order, 

Number  admitted  on  transfer, 

Total,  . . . 

Numlier  discharged  on  age, 

Numl)er  discharged  on  order, 

Number  discharged  on  transfer, 

Deaths, 

Number  remaining  on  I'oll, 181 

Number  absent  with  leave, 

Number  absent  without  leave,  

Number  present,  males,  . . . ; females,  . . 


. ; total,  . 


1 


Note. — Accompanying  this  report  there  must  be  sent,  on  sheets  tlie  same  .size  as  this  j 

form,  a rei^ort  from  the  physician  of  tlie  institution,  and  lists  as  follows:  | 

1.  List  of  children  discharged,  with  dates  and  causes.  3 

2.  List  of  children  transferred,  with  dates.  j 

3.  List  of  deaths,  with  dates  and  diseases  caasing  the  same.  1 

4.  List  of  children  admitted,  with  dates.  | 

•5.  List  of  absentees,  with  the  date  of  leaving  school  and  returning,  and  cause  of 

absence. 

6.  List  of  teacliers. 

7.  List  of  employes. 

8.  List  of  notable  visitors. 

The  Superintendent  will  also  be  thankful  for  any  additional  information  that  may  be 
calculated  to  incease  his  knowledge  of  the  condition  and  working  of  the  institution. 

, Principal. 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Report  of  Out-Door  Relief. 


187  . 

To  J.  P.  Wickersham, 

Superintendent  Orphan  Schools: 

Sir:  I, trustee  of 

a soldiers’  orphan  child,  hereby  present  the  following  report  for  the  past 
six  months: 

Age  of  child, 

Whole  amount  of  money  received  from  the  State  on  liis  account,  . 

Amount  received  at  the  last  payment, 

How  the  last  amount  received  was  expended, 


How  the  child  has  been  emplojmd  during  the  last  six  months. 


Length  of  time  he  has  attended  school  during  the  last  six  months. 


Trustee. 

Keceived ISI  , of  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Super- 
intendent of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools, dollars,  for  relief 

of , a soldiers’  orphan  in  destitute  circum- 
stances, for  the  six  months  ending 181  . 


Trustee. 


96 


Annual  Report  of  the 


[No.  9, 


Inspection  Report. 


187 


To  J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM, 

Su2)erintendent  Soldiers’’  Orphan  Schools: 


Sir  : The  following  is  tlie  report  of  my  inspection  of  the 
made 187 


Grounds. 


Extent, 

Condition  of  grounds  and  sur- 
roundings,   


Condition  as  to  repair,  .... 

Condition  as  to  [Culinary  dep’ 

...  < School  rooms, 

cleanliness  : / . 

f Dormitories, 

Adaptation  to  the  purpose,  . . 

Furniture. 


General  condition  of  furniture. 
Condition  of  beds  and  bedding,  . 
Condition  of  tables  and  table  fur- 
niture,   

Condition  of  school  furniture. 

Children. 

Number  of  children  present,  . . 

Condition  as  to  health, 

Condition  as  to  cleanliness,  . . . 
Condition  as  to  morals. 

Food, 

Condition  of  the  food, 


Clothlnfif. 

Condition  as  to  quantity, 
Condition  as  to  quality,  . 

The  School. 


Number  of  teachers,  . . 
Character  of  the  teaching. 
Advancement  of  the  pupils,  . 
Discipline, 


Reading : 


No.  of  books  in 
library,  . . 
No.  of  periodi- 
cals taken,  . 


Industrial  Facilities. 


Number  of  employes, 

Condition  of  the  indus-)  Boys’, 
tries:  | Girls’, 

Mom’  and  Rellg^lous  Advantacres. 

Moral  and  religious  condition  of 
the  institution, 

The  Institution  as  a Whole. 

Condition  of  the  institution  as  a 
whole, 

Improvement  Since  Previous  Visit. 

Degree  of  progress  in  improve- 
ment,   


311scellaneous  Keniarks. 


Inspector  S.  0.  Schools. 
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Inotruetlondi  to  In^pectori*. 

1.  Except  where  positive  results  are  required,  the  inspectors  will  fill  up 
the  blanks  with  the  numbers  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7,  meaning,  respectively, 
very  good,  good,  tolerably  good,  middling,  rather  j^oor,  poor,  very  p)Oor. 

2.  The  inspectors  are  directed  to  point  out,  on  the  spot,  to  the  author- 
ities of  the  several  institutions,  what  they  may  think  requires  amendment, 
and  insist  upon  the  needed  changes. 

3.  Details  which  cannot  be  properly  expressed  in  the  report  should  be 
promptly  communicated  to  the  superintendent,  either  in  person  or  by 
letter. 


7 Sol.  Orp 
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lY.  OFFICIAL  CmCULAKS. 


Oflicial  Circular,  IVo.  1, 

School  Department,  Orphan  Schools, 
Harrisburg,  June  i,  1871. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes: 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  May  21,  1871,  the  undersigned 
has  been  entrusted  with  the  supervision  of  the  soldiers’  orphans  of  the 
Commonwealth,  with  whom,  from  the  present  date,  all  official  business 
appertaining  thereto  must  be  transacted. 

While  this  delicate  trust  has  not  been  sought,  coming,  as  it  is  believed 
it  does,  with  the  good  will  of  all  concerned,  it  is  assumed  with  a full  sense 
of  its  importance,  and  the  most  sincere  desire  to  administer  it  in  such  a 
way  as  to  secure  the  orphans  of  our  dead  heroes  the  greatest  measure  of 
good  possible  from  a benefaction,  which,  in  the  breadth  of  its  liberality, 
has  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  this  or  any  other  country.  In  this  noble 
work  I hope  to  have  the  active  and  earnest  cooperation  of  all  concerned 
in  the  management  of  the  trust,  and  the  sympathy  of  the  public. 

The  immediate  attention  of  those  interested  is  asked  to  the  following 
special  directions. 

1.  All  clothing  for  the  pupils  in  the  several  institutions  will  hereafter 
be  furnished  by  the  principals  or  managers  of  the  same,  subject  as  to  its 
kind,  quality,  and  quantitjq  to  the  control  of  the  Superintendent.  Ac- 
counts for  clothing,  when  presented  for  settlement,  must  be  accompanied 
by  sworn  statements  to  their  accui-acy. 

2.  All  clothing  to  be  purchased  for  the  quarter  commencing  with  the 
date  hereof,  will  be  substantially  the  same,  in  kind,  as  heretofore.  Such 
changes  as  it  shall  be  found  advisable  to  make  will  be  made  known  in  time 
to  carry  them  into  effect  at  the  beginning  of  the  quarter,  commencing 
September  next. 

3.  All  children  now  in  the  schools  over  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  all 
others,  as  soon  as  they  reach  that  age,  must  be  promptly  discharged.  No 
exception  can  be  made,  under  the  present  law,  in  favor  of  those  who  have 
been  in  the  schools  a less  time  than  two  years. 

4.  The  vacation  for  the  present  year  will  commence  on  Friday,  July  28, 
and  continue  until  Friday,  September  8.  The  annual  examination  at  the 
several  schools  will  take  place  during  the  two  or  three  weeks  preceding 
the  vacation. 
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5.  A meeting  of  principals,  managers,  inspectors,  and  others  interested 
in  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools  will  be  called  at  an  early  day  at  Harris- 
burg. 

6.  The  Superintendent  expects  to  be  able  to  visit  every  institution  in  the 
State  in  which  there  are  soldiers’  orphans  under  instruction  before  the 
coming  vacation.  Having  prepared,  in  1864,  at  the  request  of  Governor 
Curtin,  the  original  plan  for  the  education  and  maintenance  of  soldiers’ 
orphans,  after  which,  in  their  main  features,  all  subsequent  plans  have  been 
modeled,  he  feels  not  only  a formal  or  public,  but  a deep  personal  interest 
in  the  success  of  the  system,  and  will  do  all  his  power  to  promote  it. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent, 


Official  Circular,  Ko.  2. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  June  27,  1871. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers’’  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes: 
The  present  school  year  will  end  on  Friday,  the  ‘iSth  of  July. 

The  annual  examinations  will  take  place  at  the  several  schools  and 
homes  during  the  two  or  three  weeks  preceding  that  date.  Each  exam- 
ination may  continue  as  many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  it  shall 
deem  advisable,  but  the  time  of  holding  the  examinations  must  be  made  to 
include  the  day  of  visitation  by  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  examinations  will  be  conducted  mainly  by  the  principals  or  super- 
intendents and  teachers  of  the  respective  schools  and  homes,  who,  at  their 
close,  will  report  to  this  Department,  in  the  form  prescribed,  the  names  of 
the  pupils  in  the  different  grades  and  in  each  class  of  the  same,  and  the 
relative  standing  of  each  pupil. 

For  the  purpose  of  witnessing,  to  the  greatest  practicable  extent,  the 
examinations,  and  learning  the  degree  of  faithfulness  with  which  the  work 
of  instruction  has  been  carried  on,  representatives  from  this  Department 
will  be  present  at  the  several  institutions  on  certain  days,  as  follows  : 

The  Superintendent. 

At  Children’s  Home,  Lancaster,  Monday  morning,  July  lY. 

At  Northern  Home,  Twenty-third  and  Brown  streets,  Philadelphia,  Tues- 
day, July  18. 

At  Lincoln  Institution,  308  South  Eleventh  street,  Philadelphia,  M'ednes- 
day,  July  19. 

At  Church  Home,  Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  Julj^  19. 

At  Bridgewater,  Bucks  county,  Thursdaj',  July  20. 

At  Chester  Springs,  Chester  county,  Saturda}-,  July  22. 

At  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster  county,  Monday  afternoon  and  evening,  July  24. 
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While  in  Philadelphia,  the  Superintendent  will  also  make  brief  visits  to 
the  other  institutions  in  which  there  are  soldier’s  orphans. 

Inspector  Uev,  C.  Cornforth. 

At  P.  and  A.  Orphan  Asylum,  Allegheny  city,  Tuesday,  July  18. 

At  Union  town,  Fayette  county,  Wednesday,  July  19. 

At  Episcopal  Church  Home,  Lawrenceville,  Thursday,  July  20. 

At  Home  for  Friendless,  Allegheny  city,  Thursday,  July  20. 

At  Philipsburg,  Beaver  county,  Friday,  July  21. 

At  Dayton,  Armstrong  county,  Monday,  July  24. 

At  Mercer,  Mercer  county,  Wednesday,  July  26. 

At  Titusville,  Crawford  county,  Thursday,  July  21. 

At  Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  Friday,  July  28. 

James  L.  Paul,  Esq.,  Chief  Clerk  Orphans’  Schools.] 

At  Andersonburg,  Perry  county,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

At  Loysville,  Peny  county,  Wednesday,  July  26. 

At  York,  York  county,  Thursday,  July  27. 

Oeputy  Superintendent  Houck. 

At  Womelsdorf,  Berks  count}',  Monday,  July  24. 

At  White  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

At  Wilkes-Barre,  Luzerne  county,  Wednesday,  July  26. 

-At  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  Thursday,  July  27. 

Rev.  O.  II.  Miller,  School  Department. 

At  Cassville,  Huntingdon  county,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

-At  McAlisterville,  Juniata  count}^  Thursday,  July  27. 

Samuel  Glenn,  County  Superintendent,  Rutler  County. 

At  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

The  Superintendent  will  probably  attend  some  of  the  examinations  with 
Messrs.  Houck,  Millei’,  and  Paul.  He  has  now  arranged  to  be  at  White 
Hall  and  McAlisterville. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  will  be  present  at  a number  of  the 
examinations,  as  will  also,  it  is  hoped.  His  Excellency  Governor  Geary, 
and  the  several  members  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

It  is  hereby  recommended — 

1st.  That  the  examinations  be  so  arranged  at  the  different  schools  and 
homes  as  to  close  on  the  day  the  State  authorities  have  appointed  to  be 
present. 

2d.  That  the  examination  be  public. 

3d.  That  superintendents,  directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools, 
members  of  superintending  committees,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges 
of  the  courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  citizens  who  are  interested  in  the 
noble  work  of  educating  our  orphan  children,  of  the  proper  localities,  be 
specially  invited  to  attend  and  take  part  in  the  examinations. 
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4th.  That  every  arrangement  he  made  beforehand  necessary  to  facilitate 
the  examinations. 

The  regulations  heretofore  issued  from  this  Department,  concerning  va- 
cation, remain  in  force,  and  must  be  conformed  to  by  all  concerned. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  "No.  3. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  August  1871. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes  : 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  appropriation  bill  of  1871,  the  amounts 
allowed  the  several  institutions  for  the  education  and  maintenance,  in- 
cluding clothing,  of  soldiers’  orphan  children  for  the  present  year,  are  as 
follows : 

To  the  institutions  named  below,  $150  will  be  allowed  for  each  child 
above  ten  years  of  age,  and  $115  for  each  child  of  less  than  that  age,  viz  : 
Dayton,  Philipsburg,  White  Hall,  Uniontown,  Cassville,  McAlisterville, 
Mount  Joy,  Harford,  Mansfield,  Titusville,  Chester  Springs,  Bridgwater, 
Emaus,  Andersonburg,  Mercer,  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  and  Lincoln 
Institution. 

To  the  several  homes  and  asylums  that  haAm  never  receiAmd  anj^  appro- 
priations from  the  State,  $100  will  be  allowed  for  each  child  of  legal  age. 

To  the  several  homes  and  asylums  that  have  recehmd,  at  anj^  time, 
appropriations  from  the  State,  $115  will  be  allowed  for  each  child  of  legal 
age. 

It  will  be  seen  upon  examination  that  these  allowances  are  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  act,  and  they  cannot  be  departed  from.  The  authorities 
of  the  several  institutions  must  govern  themselves  accordingly  in  making 
out  their  bills. 

A full  account  of  all  purchases  for  clothing  must  be  kept,  and  also  of 
all  clothing  issued  to  each  child,  but  these  accounts  need  not  be  presented 
to  this  Department  for  settlement  until  near  the  close  of  the  year. 

No  bill  will  be  approved  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Auditor  General 
for  payment  until  the  institution  presenting  it  has  on  file  all  reports  due 
the  Department. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendents 
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Official  Circular,  No-  4. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  September  15,  1871. 

To  the  Trustees^  of  Soldiers’  Orphans  receiving  partial  Out-Door  Relief; 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  following  information  and 
directions  for  managing  your  trust : 

1.  Under  the  appropriation  act  of  IStl,  no  expense  for  orphan  children 
receiving  partial  out-door  relief,  incurred  prior  to  June  1,  1811,  can  he  now 
paid  without  a special  future  appropriation.  Such  bills,  however,  remain- 
ing unsettled  by  the  late  administration,  may  be  sent  to  this  Department, 
where  they  will  be  filed  to  await  the  action  of  the  Legislature. 

2.  Payments  of  this  kind  will  be  made  hereafter  on  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber and  the  1st  of  March,  each  for  six  months,  the  first  six  months  ending 
December  1,  and  the  second  June  1. 

3.  Before  payments  are  made,  the  Department  will  require  the  blanks  in 
the  prescribed  form  of  report  to  be  filled  up  and  forwarded,  accompanied 
with  a receipted  bill  for  the  amount  agreed  upon. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  IVo.  5. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  September  15,  1871. 

To  the  Prmcijials  and  Managers  of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes: 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  following  directions: 

I.  clothing. 

1.  Oeyieral  Rules  in  Regard  to  Clothing. — First,  the  clothing  for  the 
respectHe  sexes  must  be  uniform  in  each  institution.  Second,  the  boys’ 
clothing  must  be  military  in  style.  Third,  the  clothing  must  be  seasona- 
ble, good  in  kind,  and  sufficient  an  quantity  for  Sunday  and  every  day 
wear  and  for  weekly  changes. 

2.  Kinds  of  Clothing. — In  the  matter  of  the  kinds  of  clothing,  much  is 
left  to  the  judgment  and  taste  of  the  authorities  of  the  different  schools 
and  homes ; but  they  are  expected  to  provide  their  children  with  at  least 
one  suit  in  substantial  conformity  to  the  following  suggestions : 

For  BOYS,  a West  Point  gray  cadet  suit,  consisting  of  pants,  with  black 
stripes  down  the  sides  ; jacket,  buttoned  to  the  neck,  American  Eagle  or 
Pennsylvania  State  buttons  ; cap,  gray,  to  match  suit.  Or,  dark  navy  blue 
suit,  consisting  of  pants  and  jacket,  made  same  as  described  in  gray  suit 
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cap,  dark  blue,  to  match  suit.  Or,  dark  blue  jacket  and  tight  Kersey  pants, 
made  in  military  style,  with  cap,  dark  blue,  to  match  suit. 

For  GIRLS,  in  winter,  a dr'ess  of  black  alpaca-poplin,  trimmed  with  blue 
or  red  ; or  alpaca-poplin,  wine  color,  blue  or  plaid,  trimmed  with  same 
material  as  quillings  or  bands  ; black  cloth  coa< ; winter  7;  a/!.  In  summer, 
a dress  of  white  drilling,  pink  calico,  gingham  or  delaine;  straw  hat, 
neatly  trimmed,  and  summer  sacque. 

3.  Price  List  fur  Making  Clothing  and  Mending  Shoes. — Until  further 
orders,  the  prices  allowed  for  making  clothing  and  mending  shoes  will  be 
as  follow's : 


FOR  GIRLS. 


Sunday  dresses, 60  cents. 

Every-day  dresses, 40  “ 

Chemises, 15  “ 

Drawers, 15  “ 

Aprons,  low', 8 “ 

Aprons,  with  bodies, 16  “ 

Skirts,  20  “ 

Skirts,  w'ith  bodies, 30  “ 

FOR  WEND 

For  pair  of  haJf-soles, 60  cents. 

For  pair  of  heel-taxis, 20  “ 

For  each  toe-tap, 10  “ 


FTo  allowance  will  be  ma 


FOR  BOYS. 

Pants,  winter,  65  cents. 

Jackets,  winter, 1 10  “ 

Pants,  summer,  lined,  . . . . 40  “ 

Pants,  summer,  unlined,  ...  .30  “ 

.Jackets,  summer,  lined,  ....  50  “ 

Jackets,  summer,  unlined,  . . 40  “ 

Shirts,  muslin, 35  “ 

Shirts,  woolen, 30  ‘• 

NG  SHOES. 

For  each  patch,  7 cents. 

For  each  seam  sewed, 3 “ 


for  mending  clothing. 


4.  Mode  of  Keeping  Clothing  Accounts. — The  authorities  of  the  several 
schools  will  have  to  keep  two  clothing  accounts  : First,  an  Invoice  Account, 
in  which  must  be  kept  the  amounts  paid  for  clothing,  and  the  transxiorta- 
tion  of  clothing,  together  with  the  charges  made  for  making  clothing  and 
mending  shoes.  Vouchers  must  be  kept  corresponding  w'ith  the  amounts 
paid  out.  These  amounts,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  must  equal  $2.5,  multi- 
plied by  the  average  number  of  children  in  the  institution  above  ten  years 
of  age,  plus  $19  16,  multiplied  by  the  average  number  of  children  below 
that  age.  Second,  an  Issue  Roll,  in  which  each  child  is  carefully  charged 
with  every  article  issued  to  him,  and  all  the  shoe-mending  he  has  had  done. 
The  issue  roll  must  show  that  the  average  value  of  the  clothing  and  mend- 
ing of  each  child  in  the  institution  above  ten  j'ears  of  age,  for  the  year,  is 
$25  ; and  of  that  for  each  child  below  ten  years  of  age,  it  is  $19  16.  Of 
the  children  above  ten  years  of  age,  each  child  must  receive  at  least  twenty- 
one  dollars  ($21)  worth  of  clothing ; and  of  those  below  ten  years,  each 
child  must  receive  at  least  sixteen  dollars  ($16)  worth.  Co}nes  of  the  in- 
voice account,  with  vouchers  and  bills,  and  of  the  issue  rolls,  must  be  for- 
warded to  the  Department  at  the  close  of  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 
These  need  not  be  in  duplicate. 

These  directions,  as  to  clothing,  excejit  so  far  as  the  general  rules  relat- 
ing to  it  and  the  kinds  suggested  are  concerned,  have  no  reference  to  the 
homes  whicli  receive  only  $100  and  $115  for  the  instruction  and  mainte- 
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nance  of  each  child.  In  their  case,  the  children  must  be  clothed  subject 
to  inspection,  and  no  special  accounts  for  clothing  need  be  kept  or  rendered. 

II.  RULES  RELATING  TO  CHARGES. 

1.  Children  discharged  or  transferred  may  be  charged  for  until  they 
leave  the  institution. 

2.  No  charge  can  be  allowed  for  children  until  they  actually  enter  the 
institution. 

3.  No  allowances  for  pay  can  be  made  for  children  entering  an  institu- 
tion without  orders. 

4.  Children  who  are  absent  more  than  thirty  days,  either  with  or  with- 
out leave,  except  at  the  regular  vacations,  are  not  to  be  charged  for  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  State  Superintendent. 

III.  FOOD. 

No  regular  bill  of  fare  will  be  prescribed.  All  the  schools  and  homes 
will  certainly  provide  food  for  their  children  that  is  proper  in  variety, 
healthy  in  kind,  and  sufficient  in  quantity,  and  nothing  more  is  desired. 

IV.  SLEEPING  APARTMENTS. 

Care  must  be  taken  that  the  sleeping  apartments  are  all  well  ventilated 
and  not  over-crowded.  The  beds  and  bedding  must  be  clean  and  comfor- 
table. ^ 

V.  INDUSTRIES. 

As  soon  as  possible  there  should  be  organized  in  all  the  schools  and 
homes  some  means  of  giving  systematic  employment,  both  in  winter  and 
summer,  to  the  children  during  working  hours.  Mere  job  or  chore  work 
does  not  furnish  the  required  industrial  discipline.  The  work  done  will 
form  a featui'e  at  the  next  annual  examination. 

VI.  MILITARY  TACTICS. 

Drills  in  military  tactics  must  be  systematically  kept  up  in  all  the  insti- 
tutions where  there  are  boys  over  ten  years  of  age.  The  boys  in  all  the 
schools  will  be  expected  to  be  proficient  in  the  “ School  of  the  Company  ” 
by  the  next  examination. 

VII.  COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

The  branches  now  taught  in  the  different  grades  will  be  continued,  with 
the  addition  of  object  lessons  in  the  first  four  grades,  and  grammar  in  the 
eighth  grade.  The  extent  to  which  each  branch  shall  be  studied  in  the 
several  grades  is  left  to  the  teachers.  Progress  will  be  measured  more  by 
the  proficiency  of  the  pupils  in  the  several  branches,  as  exhibited  to  the 
inspectors  and  at  the  examination,  than  by  the  number  of  books  or  parts 
of  books  they  have  passed  over.  Due  attention  should  be  given  to  vocal 
music,  the  writing  of  original  compositions,  and  drawing. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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YIII.  INSTRUCTION. 

The  teachers  employed  should  be  skillful.  Special  attention  should  be 
paid  to  the  manner  of  teaching  the  younger  pupils.  Above  all,  the  chil- 
dren should  be  trained  morally.  They  should  live  in  a moral  atmosphere. 
The  example  of  noble  Christian  lives  should  be  constantl}^  before  them. 
Every  day  should  witness  their  rising  to  a higher  moral  plane.  The  end 
that  should  be  kept  constantly  in  view  by  all  connected  with  the  education 
of  these  soldiers’  orphans,  is  to  make  them,  not  so  much  good  scholars,  as 
good  citizens  and  good  men  and  women. 

I shall  expect  to  learn  very  soon  that  a loell  organized  Sabbath  school 
has  been  established  in  connection  with  every  school  and  home  in  the  State 
where  that  good  work  has  not  been  already  done. 

IX.  REPORTS. 

The  Department  will  hereafter  require  reports  as  follows  ; 

1.  Weekly  and  quarterly  reports,  for  which  printed  forms  will  be  fur- 
nished. 

2.  An  annual  instruction  report,  similar  to  the  one  made  the  present 
year. 

3.  An  annual  report  in  writing^  giving  an  account  of  the  progress  and 
improvement  made  during  the  year,  and  the  sanitary,  industrial,  educa- 
tional, and  moral  condition  of  the  institution,  together  with  the  history  of 
individual  children,  so  far  as  may  be  necessary,  to  show  the  character  of 
the  work  done,  and  any  additional  information  that  it  may  be  desirable  to 
communicate.  Abstracts  of  these  reports  will  be  printed  in  the  annual 
report  of  the  Department. 

All  reports  due  the  Department  from  any  institution,  must  be  on  hie  in 
the  form  required  before  its  bills  are  approved. 

X.  CHILDREN  WHO  HAVE  LEFT  SCHOOL. 

The  authorities  of  the  different  institutions  are  enjoined  to  use  their 
best  efforts  to  obtain  suitable  emplojunent  for  the  children  leaving  school 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  to  keep  up  a correspondence  with  them,  to  bring 
them  back  to  the  institution  at  stated  times ; in  short,  to  be  fathers  to  the 
fatherless,  that  the  noblest  benefaction  ever  made  by  a Christian  State  may 
produce  its  richest  fruit. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


106 


Annual  Report  of  the 


[No.  9,- 


Official  Circular,  No.  6. 

School  Department,  Orphan  Schools, 
Harrisburg,  March  11^  1872. 

To  the  Principals  anti  Managers  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  : 

1.  Your  bills  for  the  current  quarter,  the  last  quarter  of  the  present 
school  year,  must  be  accompanied  with  the  required  clothing  accounts. 
These  will  consist,  first,  of  an  invoice  account,  presenting  a full  detailed 
statement  of  all  purchases  of  clothing  and  all  moneys  paid  out  or  charges 
made  on  account  of  clothing  during  the  year.  This  statement  should  be 
plainly  written  on  one  side  of  sheets  of  foolscap  paper.  An  inventory  of 
the  stock  on  hand  should  be  appended.  Second,  of  an  issue  roll,  in  which 
each  child  is  carefully  charged,  at  their  cost  prices,  with  the  articles  he  has 
received.  Forms  will  be  furnished  for  this  purpose.  In  this  connection, 
attention  is  called  to  paragraph  4,  of  Circular  No.  5. 

2.  The  annual  written  and  instruction  reports  now  required  from  each 
institution  must  be  on  file  here  by  the  1st  of  August.  The  written  re- 
ports, if  not  exceeding  in  length  three  pages  of  the  report  of  the  Depart- 
ment, will  be  published  in  full.  These  reports  should  give  brief  accounts 
of  the  progress  and  improvement  made  during  the  year,  and  the  sanitary, 
industi’ial,  educational,  and  moral  condition  of  each  institution,  and  any 
additional  information  that  may  be  deemed  desirable. 

3.  Each  school  will  be  expected  to  furnish,  with  the  reports  named  above, 
as  complete  a list  as  it  is  practicable  to  prepare,  of  all  children  who  have 
gone  from  it  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  stating  how  they  are  now  employed, 
in  the  manner  of  the  partial  lists  contained  in  the  last  annual  report  of 
this  Department. 

4.  All  the  schools  will  be  visited  and  carefully  inspected  by  both  the 
inspectors  during  the  current  quarter,  and  no  further  bills  from  any  one 
will  be  paid  unless  a paper,  signed  by  these  officers,  shall  be  placed  on  file, 
certifying  that  it  is  in  all  respects  in  a satisfactory  condition ; or  in  the 
absence  of  such  paper,  unless  by  personal  inspection,  the  Superintendent  is 
convinced  that  the  institution  is  managed  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  law  and  the  directions  of  this  Department. 

5.  A beautiful  diploma  for  the  “ Sixteeners”  is  now  being  engraved,  and 
it  is  expected  will  be  ready  for  delivery  in  a few  weeks. 

6.  The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  schools  will  take  place  this 
year  about  the  usual  time.  Details  will  be  made  known  in  another  circular. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Official  Circular,  IVo.  7« 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  June  17,  1872. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  the  Soldiers’  Orpha.n  Sch  ool  sand  Homes : 

Vacation  this  j^ear  will  commence  on  Monday,  July  22,  and  continue  till 
Monday,  September  2,  six  weeks. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  the 
visitation  of  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper ; and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  the}'  limit  the  examination  in  the  lower  classes  to 
some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more  gen- 
eral examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils  soon 
to  leave  the  institutions. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  as  last  year,  by  the 
officers  of  the  several  schools  and  homes,  and  forwarded  to  this  Department. 

Special  Examinations. 

The  inspectors.  Rev.  C.  Cornforth  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Rutter,  will  hold  a 
special  examination  at  the  Lincoln  Institution,  308  South  Eleventh  street, 
Philadelphia,  on  Wednesday,  June  2G. 

Exiiiiiiiiatioiis  at  the  Homes. 

The  inspectors  will  also  visit  the  several  homes,  and  examine  the  pupils 
as  follows  : 

Catholic  Home,  Philadelphia,  Thursday,  June  27,  a.  m. 

St.  John’s  Orphan  Asylum,  Philadelphia,  Thursday,  June  27,  P.  m. 
Industrial  School,  Philadelphia,  Friday,  Jyne  28,  a.  m. 

Church  Home,  Philadelphia,  Friday,  June  28,  p.  m. 

Orphan  Home,  Oermantown,  Saturday,  June  29,  a.  m. 

St.  Vincent  Asylum.  Tacony,  Saturday,  June  29,  p.  M. 

Lancaster  Home,  and  St.  James’  Orphan  Asylum,  Lancaster,  Monday, 
July  1. 

York  Home,  A'ork,  Tuesday,  July  2,  A.  M. 

Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Orphan  Asylum,  Allegheny,  Wednesday,  July  3 
St.  Paul’s  Oi’phan  Home,  Butler,  Friday,  July  5. 

Episcopal  Church  Home,  Pittsburgh,  Saturday,  July  6,  A.  M. 

Home  of  the  Friendless,  Allegheny,  Saturday,  July  6,p.  m. 

The  Superintendent  will  be  at 

Orphan  Home,  Womelsdorf,  Friday,  July  5. 
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Examinations  at  the  Schools. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend — 

At  Andersonburg,  Perry  county,  Wednesday',  July  19. 

At  Loysville,  Perry  county,  Wednesday  evening  and  Thursday  morning, 
July  10  and  11. 

At  Cassville,  Huntingdon  county,  Friday,  Jiily  12. 

At  Philipsburg,  Beaver  county,  Wednesday,  July  IR 
At  Mercer,  Mercer  county,  Frida}^,  July  19. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  Uniontown,  Fayette  county,  Monday,  July  8. 

At  Dayton,  Armstrong  county,  Wednesday  July  10. 

At  Titusville,  Crawford  county,  Friday,  July  12. 

At  Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  Tuesday,  July  16. 

At  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  Thursday,  July  18. 

M'^ilkes-Barre  Home,  Fridajq  July  19. 

White  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  Saturday,  July  20. 

Deputy  State  Superintendent  Houck  will  attend — 

At  Chester  Springs,  Chester  county,  Tuesday,  July  16. 

At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  July  It. 

At  Bridgewater,  Bucks  county,  Thursday,  July  18. 

At  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster  county,  Friday  July  19. 

Mr.  J.  N.  Beistle,  of  the  School  Department,  will  attend — 

At  McAlisterville,  Juniata  county,  Thur&da3'',  July  18. 

Several  county  superintendents  and  other  gentlemen  not  named  will 
take  part  in  the  examinations. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  will  attend  a number  of  the  examina- 
tions at  the  schools,  and  invitations  to  be  joresent  will  be  extended  to  His 
Excellency  Governor  Geary  and  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a militai’y  drill  will  form  a feature 
of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite  specially  the  presence  of  di- 
rectors and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  superintending  com- 
mittees, members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  courts,  clergymen,  editors, 
and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities  as  have  interested  them- 
selves in  the  work  of  educating  our  orphan  children. 

The  examinations  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable  at  nine,  A.  M., 
and  two,  p.  m.  Every  arrangement  should  be  made  beforehand,  to  prevent 
unnecessarj^  delay. 

The  regulations  for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Special  Circular. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

H ARRiSRURG,  Pa.,  May  0,  1872. 


Principal  Soldiers’’  Orphan  School  at ; 

Dear  Sir:  Under  an  act  of  the  recent  session  of  the  Legislature,  I 
propose  to  place,  near  the  1st  of  September  next,  about  fifteen  soldiers’ 
orphans  of  proper  age  and  qualifications,  in  the  State  Normal  School, 
with  the  design  of  training  them  for  teachers. 

purpose  in  writing  is  to  ask  you  to  make  this  fact  as  widely  known 
among  those  who  are  or  have  been  pupils  at  your  school  as  may  be  practi- 
cable, and  report  to  this  Department,  from  time  to  time,  the  names  of  such 
competent  persons  as  may  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
so  generously  offered  them  by  the  State  of  preparing  for  a noble  profes- 
sion. All  names  sent  in  should  be  accompanied  with  testimonials  of 
scholarship,  character,  and  fitness. 

The  conditions  onwliich  pupils  will  be  admitted  into  the  normal  schools 
on  this  foundation  are  the  following: 

1.  They  must  be  over  sixteen  years  of  age. 

2.  All  their  expenses  for  boarding,  tuition,  and  text-books  will  be  paid. 
Any  other  expenses  they  must  pay  for  themselves. 

3.  They  must  agree  to  remain  at  school  for  at  least  one  year. 

They  must  agree  to  be  directed  in  their  studies  by  the  faculty  of  the 
school  to  which  they  are  sent,  and  by  this  Department. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  P.  WICKERSIIAM, 

Superintendent. 


Official  Circular.  Xo.  8. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  June  9,  1873. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools  and  ITomes: 

Vacation  this  year  will  commence  on  Monday,  July  21,  and  continue 
till  Monday,  September  1,  six  weeks. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  da}"  of  the 
visitation  of  the  State  oflicers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper ; and  it  is  hereby 
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directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examination  in  the  lower  classes  to 
some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils 
soon  to  leave  the  institutions. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  as  last  year,  by  the 
officers  of  the  several  schools  and  homes  and  forwarded  to  this  Depart- 
ment. 

Special  Examinations, 

Special  examinations  have  already  been  held  by  the  Superintendent,  at 
the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute  and  the  Lincoln  Institution,  Philadelphia. 

Examinations  at  the  Homes. 

The  inspector  will  visit  the  several  Homes,  and  examine  the  pupils,  as 
follows  : 

Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Orphan  Asylum,  Allegheny,  Monday,  June  16. 
St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Tuesday,  June  11. 

Home  of  the  Friendless,  Allegheny,  Wednesday,  June  18,  A.  m. 

Episcopal  Church  Home,  Pittsburgh,  Wednesday,  June  18,  P.  M. 

York  Home,  York,  Friday,  June  20. 

Catholic  Home,  Philadelphia,  Monday,  June  23,  A.  M. 

St.  John’s  Orphan  Asylum,  Philadelphia,  Monday,  June  23,  p.  m. 
Industrial  School,  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  June  24,  a.  m. 

Church  Home,  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  June  24,  p.  m. 

Orphan  Home,  Germantown,  Wednesday,  June  25,  A.  m. 

St.  Yincent  Asylum,  Tacony,  Wednesday,  June  25,  P.  M. 

The  Superintendent  will  be  at  Lancaster  Home,  Lancaster,  Monday, 
July  7,  A.  M. 

Deputy  Superintendent  Houck  will  be  at  Orphan  Home,  Womelsdorf, 
Tuesday,  July  8,  a.  m. 

Examination  at  the  School.^. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend — 

At  Chester  Springs,  Chester  count}',  Tuesday,  July  8,  a.  m. 

At  Bridgewater,  Bucks  county,  Wednesday,  July  9. 

At  McAlisterville,  Juniata  county,  Friday,  July  11. 

At  White  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  Tuesday,  July  15. 

At  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster  county,  Thursday,  July  17. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  Mercer,  Mercer  county,  Tuesday,  July  8. 

At  Titusville,  Crawford  county,  Wednesday,  July  9. 

At  Dayton,  Armstrong  county,  Friday,  July  11. 

At  Cassville,  Huntingdon  county,  Tuesday,  July  15. 

At  Andersonburg,  Perry  county,  Thursday,  July  17. 

At  Loysville,  Perry  county,  Friday,  July  18. 

Prof.  Robert  Curry,  Assistant  Deputy  Superintendent,  will  attend — 

At  Philipsburg,  Beaver  county,  Tuesday,  July  15. 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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At  Uniontown,  Fayette  county,  Thursday,  July  It. 

Colonel  James  L.  Paul,  Chief  Clerk,  will  attend — 

At  Wilkes-Barre  Home,  Luzerne  county,  Tuesday,  July  15,  a.  m. 

At  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  Wednesday,  July  1(5. 

At  Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  Friday,  July  18. 

Several  county  superintendents  and  other  gentlemen  not  named  will  take 
part  in  the  examinations. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  will  attend  a number  of  the  examina- 
tions at  the  schools,  and  invitations  to  be  present  will  be  extended  to  His 
Excellency,  Governor  Hartranft,  and  Colonel  Robert  B.  Beath,  commander 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
in  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public  ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite  specially  the  presence  of  direct- 
ors and  teachei’S  of  common  schools,  members  of  superintending  commit- 
tees, soldiers,  members  of  the  Jjegislature,  judges  of  the  courts,  clergymen, 
editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities  as  have  interested 
themselves  in  the  work  of  educating  our  orphan  children. 

The  examinations  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable  at  nine,  A.  m.,  and 
two,  P.  M.  Every  arrangement  should  be  made  beforehand,  to  prevent  un- 
necessary delay. 

The  regulations  for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofoi’e. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  Xo.  9. 

Department  of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Apjril  <?,  187 J^. 

To  the  Mothers.!  Ouardians,  and.  Friends  of  the  Soldiers’’  Orphans  of  the 

School  at  Gassville : 

Herewith  you  will  receive  the  furlough  granted  the  children  placed 
at  your  request  in  the  school  at  Gassville.  The  scliool  has  been  closed  by 
legislative  authority,  and  it  has  been  thought  best  to  allow  the  children 
who  have  been  attending  it,  the  privilege  of  visiting  their  homes  and  con- 
sulting with  their  friends  before  being  transferred  elsewhere.  The  State 
will  see  to  the  payment  of  the  cost  of  travel  in  making  the  visit,  for  all  who 
report  promptly  upon  receiving  the  order  of  transfer,  at  the  end  of  the 
time  for  which  the  furlough  is  granted. 

The  selection  of  schools  in  which  these  orphans  may  receive  instruction 
for  the  remaining  years  until  thej^  shall  be  sixteen,  the  Superintendent  will 
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leave  to  your  own  choice,  if  expressed  within  two  weeks  after  the  receipt 
ol  this  circular ; but  if  you  neglect  to  mention  within  the  time  named,  a 
school  to  which  you  would  prefer  to  have  those  under  your  care  transferred, 
the  one  wdiich  is  tliought  the  most  convenient  or  suitable  will  be  designated 
here,  and  the  transfer  ordered. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a copy  of  the  Orphan  School  Directory,  which 
will  furnish  any  needed  information  in  regard  to  the  location,  principal, 
and  mode  of  reaching  the  several  institutions  now  in  operation  as  orphan 
schools. 

The  Superintendent  expects^a  ready  and  willing  compliance  with  his  di- 
rections by  all  concerned,  giving  in  return  the  assurance  that  nothing  will 
be  left  undone  on  his  part  to  secure  the  future  Avelfare  of  tlie  children. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


Ofllcial  Circular,  IVo.  10. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  June  5,  187 J/.. 

To  the  PrincipodH  and  Managers^  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes  ; 

Vacation  this  jmar  will  commence  on  Monday,  July  20,  and  continue  till 
Tuesday,  September  1,  six  weeks.  All  the  children  must  return  to  school 
promptly  at  the  end  of  the  vacation,  as  a reduction  will  hereafter  be  made 
in  tlie  case  of  those  who  remain  away  even  for  a short  time.  The  “ thirty 
day”  rule  will  no  longer  be  applied  to  this  class  of  absences. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  ma}'  continue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but 
the  time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of 
visitation  by  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper;  and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examination  in  the  lower  classes 
to  some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils 
soon  to  leave  the  institution. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  as  they  were  last  year, 
by  the  officers  of  the  several  schools  and  homes,  and  forwarded  to  this  De- 
partment. 

Special  Exainiiiations. 

Special  examinations  have  already  been  held  by  Inspector  Cornforth,  at 
the  Lincoln  Institution,  Educational  Home  for  Boys,  Church  Home,  Cath- 
olic Home,  St.  John’s  Orphan  Asylum,  Industrial  School,  Germantown 
Orphan  Home,  and  St.  Vincent  Asylum. 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Annual  Examinations. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend — 

At  Harford,  Susquehanna  count}',  Tuesday,  July  7,  a.  m. 

At  Titusville,  Crawford  county,  Thursday,  July  9,  a.  m. 

At  Dayton,  Armstrong,  county,  Friday,  July  10,  P.  Ji.,  and  a part  of  Sat- 
nrday. 

At  IJniontown,  Fayette  county,  Monday,  July  13,  P.  Ji.,  and  a part  of  Tues- 
day. 

At  Philipsburg,  Beaver  county,  Wednesday,  July  15,  A.  M. 

At  Mercer,  Mercer  county,  Thursday,  July  16,  a.  m. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  York  Home,  York,  Wednesday,  June  10,  A.  m. 

At  Lancaster  Home,  Lancaster,  Tuesday,  June  16,  A.  M. 

At  Womelsdorf  Home,  Womelsdorf,  Thursday,  June  18,  A.  M. 

At  Pittsburgh  and  .Allegheny  Orphan  Asylum,  Wednesday,  June  24,  A.  m. 
At  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Thursday,  June  25,  P.  M. 

At  Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  Tuesday,  July  7,  A.  M. 

At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Thursday,  July  9,  A.  M. 

At  Bridgewater,  Bucks  county,  Friday,  July  10,  A.  M. 

At  Chester  Springs,  Chester  county,  Saturday,  July  11,  A.  vi. 

At  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster  county,  Alonday,  July  13,  a.  ji. 

At  M^hite  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  Tuesday,  July  14,  a.  m. 

At  AIcAlisterville,  Juniata  county,  Wednesday,  July  15,  a.  m. 

Deputy  State  Superintendent  Houck  will  attend — 

At  Andersonburg,  Perry  county,  Wednesday,  July  15,  A.  M. 

At  Loysville,  Perry  county,  Thursday,  July  16,  a.  3I. 

Deputy  State  Superintendent  Curry  will  assist  the  Superintendent  at 
several  examinations  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  The  county  super- 
intendents of  the  counties  where  the  examinations  are  held  will  take  part 
in  them. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  Lady  Inspector,  will  be  present  at  a number  of  the 
examinations,  as  will  also,  it  is  hoped,  his  Excellency,  Oovernor  Hartranft, 
and  members  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public  ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite,  specially,  the  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  super- 
intending committees,  soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities 
as  have  interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  educating  our  orphan  children. 

The  examinations  in  the  forenoon  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable 
at  nine,  A.  m.,  and  those  in  the  afternoon  at  two,  p.  m.  Every  arrangement 
8 Sol.  Urp. 
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should  be  made  beforehand  to  prevent  unnecessary  delay.  The  regulations 
for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  No.  11. 

Department  of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  September  30,  1874. 

To  the  Mothers,  Guardians,  and  Friends  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphans  of  the 

School  at  Titusville: 

The  Titusville  school  has  been  closed.  Another  orphan  school  may  be 
opened  at  Titusville,  or  the  children  recently  at  school  there  may  be  trans- 
ferred to  other  places.  In  case  of  transfer,  your  wishes  in  respect  to  a 
school  will  be  consulted,  or  if  you  have  no  choice  in  the  matter,  the  school 
deemed  most  suitable  or  convenient  will  be  selected.  The  children  will 
not  be  kept  out  of  school  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  make 
arrangements  for  their  proper  accommodation.  As  soon  as  these  shall  be 
completed  due  notice  will  be  given. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  No.  12. 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  June  12,  1875. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes  : 

Vacation  this  year  will  commence  on  Friday,  July  23,  and  continue  till 
Friday,  September  3,  six  weeks.  All  the  children  must  return  to  school 
promptly  at  the  end  of  the  vacation,  as  a reduction  will  hereafter  be  made 
in  the  case  of  those  who  remain  away  even  for  a short  time.  The  “ thirty 
day  rule  ” will  no  longer  be  applied  to  this  class  of  absences. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  the 
visitation  of  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper ; and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examinations  in  the  lower  classes  to 
some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils 
soon  to  leave  the  institutions. 


Leg.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  he  made  out  as  they  were  last  year, 
by  the  officers  of  the  several  schools  and  homes,  and  forwarded  to  this 
Department. 

Special  Exnmination.s. 

Special  examinations  will  be  held  by  the  Inspectors  as  follows : 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Rochester,  Tuesday,  June  15,  p.  m. 

At  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Wednesday,  June  16,  A.  m. 

At  Children’s  Home,  York,  Monday,  June  21,  a.  m. 

At  Cliildren’s  Home,  Lancaster,  Wednesday,  June  23,  A.  Ji. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Germantown,  Thursday,  June  24,  A.  m. 

At  Church  Home,  Angora,  Thursday,  June  24,  p.  M. 

At  Industrial  School,  Philadelphia,  Friday,  June  25,  A.  m. 

At  Educational  Home  for  Boys,  Philadelphia,  June  25,  p.  m. 

At  St.  John’s  Asylum,  Philadelphia,  Saturday,  June  26,  A.  M. 

At  St.  Vincent’s  Asylum,  Tacon}^,  Saturday,  June  26,  p.  m. 

At  Catholic  Home,  Philadelphia,  Monday,  June  28,  p.  m. 

At  Lincoln  Institution,  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  June  29,  p.  M. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Womelsdorf,  Friday,  July  2,  A.  m. 

Regular  Annual  Examinations. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend — 

At  Bridgewater,  Friday,  July  9,  A.  M. 

At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Saturday,  July  10,  A.  >r. 

At  Mansfield,  Tuesday,  July  13,  a.  m. 

At  Chester  Springs,  Friday,  July  16,  a.  m. 

At  White  Hall,  Tuesday,  July  20,  a.  m. 

At  McAlisterville,  Wednesday,  July  21,  a.  m. 

At  Mt.  Joy,  Thursday,  Jul;y  22,  A.  m. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  Andersonburg,  Tuesday,  July  6,  A.  M. 

At  Loysville,  Wednesday,  July  7,  a.  m. 

At  Harford,  Saturday,  July  10,  A.  m. 

At  Mansfield,  Tuesday,  July  13,  A.  m. 

At  Mercer,  Thursday,  July  15,  A.  m. 

At  Philipsburg,  Friday,  July  16,  A.  m. 

At  Uniontown,  Monday,  July  19,  A.  M. 

At  Dayton,  Thursday,  July  22,  a.  m. 

Deputy  State  Superintendents  Houck  and  Curry  will  assist  at  several 
examinations  in  different  parts  of  the  State.  The  county  superintendents 
of  the  counties  were  the  examinations  are  held  will  take  part  in  them. 
Several  principals  of  State  Normal  Schools  have  promised  to  be  present. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  will  be  present  at  a number  of  the 
examinations,  as  will  also,  it  is  hoped.  His  Excellency  Governor  Hartranft, 
and  members  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a millitary  drill  will  form  a feature 
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of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite,  specially,  the  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  super- 
intending committee,  soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities 
as  have  interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  educating  our  orphan  children. 

The  examinations  in  the  forenoon  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable 
at  nine,  A.  M.,  and  those  in  the  afternoon  at  two,  p.  M.  Every  arrangement 
should  be  made  beforehand,  to  prevent  unnecessary  delay.  The  regulations 
for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  hei’etofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  IVo.  13. 

Department  of  Soldiers’  Orphans  Schools, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  June  2^.,  1876. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers''  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes : 

Vacation  this  year  will  commence  on  Friday,  July  21,  and  continue  till 
Friday,  September  1,  six  weeks.  The  time  any  child  is  absent  from  school 
after  the  end  of  vacation,  will  not  be  paid  for  by  the  State. 

Owning  to  their  engagements  in  connection  with  the  Centennial  Exposi- 
tion, the  State  officers  do  not  expect,  as  is  their  general  custom,  to  be  pres- 
ent at  the  annual  examinations,  and  the  several  schools  and  homes  are 
left  at  liberty  to  make  their  own  arrangements  respecting  the  time  of  hold- 
ing, and  the  manner  of  conducting  them.  They  are  all  advised,  however, 
to  have  a public  examination,  to  continue  at  least  one  day.  The  reports 
of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  as  usual,  and  forwarded  promptly  to 
the  Department. 

Colonel  Cornforth,  at  his  inspection  for  the  present  quarter,  will  devote 
special  attention  to  the  work  of  the  school-room.  This,  together  with  the 
papers  prepared  for  the  Exposition,  will  furnish  the  Department  all  needed 
information  concerning  the  educational  progress  of  the  children. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  expense  the  project  is  found  to  involve,  the  con- 
templated visit  of  all  the  orphan  children  in  a body  to  the  Centennial  Ex- 
position has  been  reluctantly  abandoned. 

The  regulations  for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans.  Ill 

Official  Circular,  IVo.  14. 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  August  26,  1876. 

To  the  Mothers,  Guardians  and  Friends  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphans  of  the 

School  at  Philipsburg  : 

As  the  buildings  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  School  at  Philipsburg  have 
been  destroyed  by  fire,  the  vacation  of  the  children  belonging  to  that 
school  is  hereby  extended  for  four  weeks,  or  until  Friday,  September  29. 
During  this  time  arrangements  will  be  made  to  have  the  Philipsburg  chil- 
dren admitted  into  schools  considered  the  most  accessible  and  suitable  for 
them.  Timely  notice  of  these  arrangements  will  be  given,  so  that  tlie 
children  can  report  promptly,  at  the  end  of  the  four  weeks,  at  the  schools 
to  which  they  may  be  assigned. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  No.  15* 

Department  of  Soldiers’  Orphans’  Schools, 

Harrisburg,  May  3,  1877. 

The  applications  for  the  admission  of  children  to  the  Soldiers'  Or- 
phan Schools,  under  the  late  acts  of  the  Legislature,  come  to  the  Depart- 
ment in  great  numbers  illegal  in  form,  incomplete,  and  erroneous.  These 
irregularities  almost  always  lead  to  a tedious  and  sometimes  annoying 
correspondence.  Trouble  to  all  parties  concerned,  it  is  thought,  may  be 
saved  by  observing  the  following  directions  : 

There  are  two  classes  : 

I.  Where  the  Father  is  deceased.  In  this  case  it  must  be  shown  by 
satisfactory  testimony  that  the  cause  of  the  father’s  death  can  be  traced 
directly  back  to  circumstances  connected  with  the  war — wounds,  disease, 
or  impared  constitution.  On  this  point  the  law  is  imperative.  The  line 
of  testimony  must  extend  back  from  the  time  of  death  to  the  cause  that 
produced  it  in  the  army,  and  statements  and  affidavits  should  be  presented 
from  the  physicians  who  attended  him  at  any  time,  but  especially  from 
those  who  attended  him  while  in  the  service,  directly  after  he  left  the  ser- 
vice, and  at  the  time  of  his  death.  These  statements  or  affidavits  should 
always  contain  the  grounds  or  reasons  for  the  opinions  expressed. 
Weight  will  also  be  given  to  the  testimony  of  the  officers  under  whom  he 
served,  of  the  soldiers  who  knew  him,  or  of  responsible  citizens  acquainted, 
with  the  case. 

II.  Where  the  Father  is  still  living,  but  is  sick  or  disabled. 
Here  a competent  physician  must  make  a careful  professional  examination 
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of  the  case,  and  under  oath  or  affirmation,  state  the  character  of  the  dis- 
ease or  disability,  and  the  circumstances  which,  in  his  judgment,  caused  it. 
If  thought  to  be  traceable  to  circumstances  connected  with  the  war,  the 
opinion  should  be  strengthened  by  other  testimonj"  similar  to  that  required 
as  above,  when  the  father  is  deceased.  In  other  words,  the  application 
must  contain  evidence  showing  that  the  sickness  or  disability  was  caused 
by  the  war. 

In  all  applications  it  should  be  stated  whether  the  father  was  or  is  in  re- 
ceipt of  a pension.  If  not,  why  not ; and  if  so,  the  number  of  the  pen- 
sion certificate  should  be  given.  The  law  requires  all  applications  to  be 
approved  by  the  proper  board  of  school  directors.  This  can  only  be  done 
when  the  board  is  in  session,  after  full  consideration,  by  a resolulion  placed 
upon  the  minutes.  The  signatures  of  the  officers  of  a school  board,  ob- 
tained without  the  authority  of  the  board,  have  no  validity — they  destroy 
the  legality  of  the  paper  to  which  they  are  attached.  Boards  or  directors 
are  expected  to  inquire  before  approving  an  application  as  to  its  merits  in 
all  respects. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  A’o.  16. 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  June  11,  1877. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes  : 

Vacation  this  year  will  commence  on  Saturday,  July  21,  and  continue 
till  Saturday,  September  1,  six  weeks. 

All  the  children  must  return  to  school  promptly  at  the  end  of  the  vaca- 
tion, as  no  charge  will  be  allowed  for  absence  after  that  time.  The  “thirty 
day  ” rule  applies  only  to  necessary  absences  during  term  time. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but 
the  time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of 
visitation  by  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper;  and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examination  in  the  lower  classes 
to  some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils 
soon  to  leave  the  institution. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  in  the  same  way  as  they 
were  made  out, last  year,  by  the  oflicers  of  the  several  schools  and  homes, 
and  forwarded  to  this  Department. 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Special  Examinations. 

Special  examinations  will  be  held  by  the  Inspectors  as  follows  : 
At  Children’s  Home,  York,  Monday  June  11,  A.  M. 

At  Children’s  Home,  Lancaster,  Thursday,  June  14,  A.  M. 

At  Industrial  school,  Philadeliihia,  Friday,  June  15,  a.  m. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Germantown,  Frida}',  June  15,  a.  m. 

At  St.  Vincent’s  Asylum,  Tacony,  Saturday,  June  16,  a.  m. 

At  Lincoln  Institution,  Philadelphia,  Monday,  -Tune  18,  A.  M. 

At  Educational  Home,  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  June  19,  a.  m. 

At  Church  Home,  Angora,  Tuesday,  June  19,  p.  m. 

At  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Friday,  June  22,  A.  m. 

At  Orphan’s  Home,  Rochester,  Tuesday,  June  26,  a.  m. 

At  Orphan’s  Home,  Womelsdorf,  Wednesday,  July  11,  A.  M. 


Regrular  Examinations. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend — 

At  Loysville,  Thursday,  July  5,  p.  m. 

At  Andersonburg,  Friday,  July  6,  A.  .M. 

At  Harford,  Tuesday,  July  10,  A.  M. 

At  Mercer,  Thursday,  July  12,  p.  M.,  and  Friday,  July  13,  a.  m. 

At  Uniontown,  Monday,  July  16,  p.  m. 

At  Dayton,  M^ednesday,  July  18,  p.  M. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  McAlisterville,  Friday,  July  6,  A.  M. 

At  White  Hall,  Monday,  July  9,  a.  m. 

At  Mount  Joy,  Tuesday,  July  10,  a.  m. 

At  Chester  Springs,  Thursday,  July  12  a.  m. 

At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Friday,  July  13,  A.  M. 

At  Bridgewater,  Monday,  July,  16,  a.  m. 

At  Mansfield,  Thursday,  July  19,  A.  m. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector.  Superintendents  Houck  and  Lindsey, 
and  the  clerks  in  the  Department,  will  assist  at  a number  of  the  examina- 
tions in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

The  Superintendents  of  schools,  and  the  principals  of  State  Normal 
Schools  will  take  part  in  the  examinations  held  in  their  several  districts. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite,  especially,  the  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  super- 
intending committees,  soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities 
as  have  interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  the  education  of  our  orphan 
children. 
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The  examinations  in  the  forenoon  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable 
at  nine,  A.  m.,  and  those  in  the  afternoon  at  two,  p.  M.  Every  arrangement 
should  be  made  beforehand  to  prevent  unnecessary  delay.  The  regulations 
for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM. 

Superintendent. 


Official  Circular,  No.  17. 

Department  op  Public  Instruction,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  June  8,  1878. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes: 

Vacations  this  year  will  commence  on  Saturday,  July  20,  and  continue 
till  Saturday,  August  30,  six  weeks. 

All  the  children  must  return  to  school  promptly  at  the  end  of  the  vaca- 
tion, as  no  charge  will  be  allowed  for  absence  after  that  time.  The  “thirty 
day  rule  ” applies  only  to  necessary  absences  during  term  time. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  vis- 
itation by  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper ; and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examinations  in  the  lower  classes  to 
some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more  gen- 
eral examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils  soon 
to  leave  the  institutions. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  in  the  same  way  as 
they  were  made  out  last  year,  by  the  officers  of  the  several  schools  and 
homes,  and  forwarded  to  this  Department. 

Special  Examinations^ 

Special  examinations  will  be  held  by  the  inspectors,  as  follows : 

At  Educational  Home,  Monday,  June  10,  a.  m. 

At  Lincoln  Institution,  Mouda}',  June  10,  p.  m. 

At  Church  Home,  Angora,  Tuesday,  July  5,  A.  M. 

At  Industrial  School,  Tuesday,  July  2,  a.  m. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Germantown,  Wednesday,  July  3,  p.  m. 

At  Childrens’  Home,  York,  Monday,  July  1,  a.  m. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Womelsdorf,  Saturday,  July  6,  A.  M. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Rochester,  Friday,  June  21,  p.  M. 

At  St.  Paul’s  Orphans’  Home,  Butler,  Friday,  June  14,  p.  M 
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Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  Harford,  Saturday,  July  6,  a.  m. 

At  Mansfield,  Tuesday,  July  9,  a.  m. 

At  Mercer,  Thursday,  Jul}^  11,  A.  M.,  and  Friday,  July  12,  A.  M. 

At  Dayton,  Tuesday,  July  16,  A.  ji. 

At  Uniontown,  Friday,  July  19,  a.  m. 

Chief  Clerk  Paul  will  attend — 

At  Mount  Joy,  Thursday,  July  11,  A.  m. 

At  White  Hall,  Saturday,  July  13,  A.  m. 

Deputy  Superintendent  Houck  will  attend — 

At  Loysville,  Thursday,  July  18,  A.  m. 

At  Andersonburg,  Friday,  Jul}^  19,  a.  m. 

Deputy  Superintendent  Lindsey  will  attend — 

At  Chester  Springs,  Tuesday,  July  16,  a.  m. 

At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  July  2,  A.  M. 

At  Bridgewater,  Thursday,  July  18,  a.  m. 

Joseph  N.  Beistle,  Esquire,  will  attend-^ 

At  McAlisterville,  Friday,  July  19,  A.  m. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  will  assist  at  a number  of  the  exam- 
inations in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

The  superintendents  of  schools  and  the  principals  of  State  Xorinal 
schools  will  take  part  in  the  examinations  held  in  their  several  districts. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite  specially  the  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  super- 
intending committees,  soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities 
as  have  interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  the  education  of  our  orphan 
children. 

The  examinations  in  the  forenoon  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable 
at  nine,  A.  M.,  and  those  in  the  afternoon  at  two,  p.  M.  Every  arrangement 
should  be  made  beforehand,  to  prevent  unnecessary  delay.  The  regula- 
tions for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superiyitendent. 
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OfBcial  Circiilar,  No.  18. 

Department  oe  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  July  1878. 

To  the  Mothers,  Guardians,  and  Friends  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphans  of  the 

School  at  Andersonburg  : 

The  subjoined  communication  from  Professor  Hall,  Principal  of  the 
Andersonburg  School,  explains  itself: 

Andersonburg,  Pa.,  July  11,  1878. 

Honorable  J.  P.  Wickersham, 

Superintendent  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools: 

Sir:  The  number  of  pupils  in  my  school  having  become  so  much  dimin- 
ished that  I can  no  longer  atford  to  continue  it  at  the  usual  rates  paid  by 
the  State,  I therefore  ask  to  be  relieved  of  its  control  on  the  30th  day  of 
August  next,  and  that  the  orphans  at  that  time  be  transferred  to  such 
school  or  schools  as  you  may  deem  best.  Trusting  you  will  grant  my  re- 
quest, and  thanking  you  for  the  kindness  which  you  have  always  shown 
me  during  the  many  years  of  our  official  relations, 

1 am  very  respectfully  yours, 

W.  H.  HALL, 

Principal  Andersonburg  Soldiers'  Orphan  School. 

Deeming  it  expedient  to  grant  Professor  Hall’s  request,  the  Soldiers’ 
Orphan  School  at  Andersonburg  will  be  closed  on  the  30th  day  of  August 
next,  and  the  pupils  tranferred  to  schools  which  you  may  select,  if  the  De- 
partment be  informed  of  your  choice  within  two  weeks  after  the  receipt  of 
this  circular  ; but  should  you  neglect  to  express  a preference  within  the 
time  named,  the  children  under  your  care  will  be  transferred  to  the  school 
thought  by  the  Department  the  most  suitable  or  convenient. 

Respectfully, 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 
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I am  under  oldigations  to  Colonel  Paul,  author  of  the  historv  of  Penn- 
sylvania/s  Soldiers’ Orplian  Schools,  for  tlie  use  of  the  excellent  eno-ravinos 
given  in  this  report. 


J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Super  in  ten  dent. 
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Harrisburg,  October  8,  1879. 

To  His  Excellency  Henry  M.  Hoyt, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Sir:  The  law  requires  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Or- 
phans to  be  made  to  the  Cfovernor,  and,  although  the  Legislature  will  not 
hold  a session  during  the  coming  Avinter,  I understand  it  to  be  your  wish 
that  the  usual  report  should  be  made,  in  order  that  the  people  may  be  ivell 
advised  concerning  the  working  of  a system  of  schools  in  which  they  feel 
a deep  interest.  All  information  and  advice  specially  designed  for  the 
Legislature  will  be  omitted. 

General  Condition  of  tlie  Sclioois. 

The  condition  of  the  schools  has  improved  from  year  to  .year,  and  never 
wns  better  than  it  is  at  the  present  time.  The  school  buildings  are  well 
adapted  to  the  purpose,  and  the  children  are  reasonably  well  provided  for 
in  all  respects. 


Statistics. 

The  number  of  children  in  charge  of  the  State  on  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember last,  was  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixt.v-three,  being  sixt.v- 
three  less  than  at  the  same  time  last  year.  In  addition,  there  are  nearly 
five  hundred  applications  on  file  in  the  Department,  some  of  them  laid  aside 
on  account  of  informality  or  insufficient  evidence,  but  others  have  been 
accepted  and  the  applicants  are  awaiting  admission,  the  orders  for  which 
being  withheld  because  the  money  appropriated  by  the  Legislature  will  not 
pay  for  more  children  than  are  now  in  school.  The  cost  of  the  svstem 
dming  the  past  year  was  $367,934  15  and  the  appropriation  $360,000, 
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leaving  a deficiency  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  $7,934  15.  This  deficiency 
was  met  by  drawing  upon  balances  of  former  years  remaining  to  the  credit 
of  the  Department.  If  the  children  of  soldiers  applying  for  admission 
under  present  laws  were  admitted  with  as  little  scrutiny  as  they  were  under 
former  laws,  in  the  early  history  of  the  system,  the  cost  would  be  $500,000, 
instead  of  $360,000.  The  whole  cost  of  the  sj-stem  from  the  beginning, 
including  the  appropriations  made  for  1879  and  1880,  is  $6,682,095  21. 

Conditions  of  Admission. 

The  question  is  constantly  asked  how  it  comes  that  so  many  children 
still  remain  in  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools  ? Had  the  original  law  admit- 
ting none  but  the  children  of  deceased  soldiers  born  prior  to  January  1, 
1866,  remained  in  force,  all  the  schools  would  have  been  closed  before  the 
present  time  ; but  more  recent  legislation  admitted  other  classes  of  soldiers’ 
children.  The  conditions  of  admission  at  present  are  as  follows  : 

1.  The  children  must  in  all  cases  be  under  sixteen  years  of  age  and  in 
“ destitute  circumstances.” 

2.  Their  fathers,  if  dead,  must  have  been  killed  in  the  war  of  the  rebel- 
lion or  died  of  wounds  or  disease  contracted  in  it. 

3.  Their  fathers,  if  living,  must  be  sutiering  from  wounds  or  disease 
contracted  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  and  unable  to  earn  a livelihood  for 
their  families  or  themselves. 

Fully  two  thirds  of  all  the  children  now  in  school  are  orphans^  their 
fathers  in  man}'  cases  having  died  from  wounds  or  disease  since  the  close 
of  the  war.  The  other  third  are  the  children  of  soldiers  who  lost  an  arm 
or  a leg  or  were  otherwise  disabled  during  the  war,  or  who  are  now  sutfer- 
ing  from  some  disease  contracted  in  the  service.  Who  can  say  the  children 
of  one  class  are  not  as  deserving  of  the  State’s  bounty  as  the  other  ? 

Testimony  Required  for  Admissioiy 

The  task  of  deciding  the  eligibity  of  a soldier’s  child  to  admission  into 
a soldiers’  orphan  school  has  come  to  be,  in  many  cases,  a very  delicate 
and  ditlicult  one.  A soldier  who  is  sutfering  with  consumption,  chronic* 
rheumatism,  or  some  other  disease,  may  be  perfectly  sure  that  he  con- 
tracted it  while  in  the  army,  but  it  is  frequently  very  hard  to  prove  it  by  a 
satisfactoi’y  line  of  testimony.  The  Department  has  been  comijelled  to 
adopt  forms  of  testimony  somewhat  like  those  used  by  the  Pension  Bureau, 
at  AVashington.  Loose  management  in  this  particular  would  burden  the 
State  with  the  payment  of  hundreds  of  tliousands  of  dollars  not  now  re- 
quired, while  an  over-strict  policy  might  wrong  faithful  and  honest  soldiers. 
No  intentional  mistake  has  been  made  on  either  side. 

Leijislation  Last  Winter. 

Fortunately,  the  Legislature  did  not  decrease  the  appropriation  to  the 
orphan  schools  last  winter,  as  at  one  time  proposed.  Had  it  been  done, 
not  only  could  no  more  children  have  been  admitted  during  the  year,  but 
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ive  would  have  been  compelled  to  discharg-e  some  four  hundred  of  those 
then  in  school,  manj'  of  whom  have  no  homes  to  go  to,  or  friends  to  care 
for  them. 

I very  much  regret  that  the  usual  appropriation  to  enable  me  to  send  to 
the  normal  schools  a certain  numlier  of  orphans  who  had  distinouished 
themselves  at  the  orphan  schools,  in  order  that  they  might  be  prepared  for 
teaching  was  truck  out  of  the  bill.  Tlie  State  never  did  a greater  amount 
of  good  with  the  same  amount  of  money. 

Xo  appropriation  was  made  for  the  salary  of  the  inspector  and  exam- 
iner of  orphan  schools  ; but  Major  Bachtell,  the  new  appointee  of  the  Gov- 
ernor,  generously  continues  to  discharge  a portion  of  the  duties  of  the  of- 
liee  without  pa^y  except  for  expenses. 

It  was  enacted,  also,  that  no  children  should  be  admitted  into  the  Sol- 
diers’ Orphan  Schools  after  the  1st  of  June,  1882,  and  that  the  schools 
should  linallj'  close  in  1885. 

Bridjrewater. 

The  school  at  Bridgewater,  Bucks  county,  was  established  for  colored 
soldiers’ orphans.  It  accomplished  a good  work,  educating  several  hun- 
dred young  men  and  women  that  are  a credit  to  their  race.  But  during  the 
past  year  the  numbers  in  attendance  decreased  so  largely  that  it  could  be 
no  longer  sustained,  and  it  was  tinally  closed  on  the  1st  of  September.  The 
children  who  desired  it  were  sent  to  schools  for  white  children  that  were 
willing  to  receive  them,  much  the  largest  number  going  to  INIount  Joy. 

■ Examinations. 

Annual  examinations  were  held,  as  usual,  at  all  the  schools,  the  Super- 
intendent attending  in  person  those  at  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute  and 
Lincoln  Institution,  Philadelphia ; Bridgewater,  Chester  Springs,  McAlis- 
terville,  ^Vhite  Hall,  and  Mount  Joy.  As  a general  thing,  the  protieiency 
shown  by  the  scholars  was  very  creditable. 

Reports  and  Statistics. 

The  reports  of  the  inspectors  and  principals  of  the  several  schools,  and 
the  usual  statistics,  will  be  found,  as  heretofore,  in  their  proper  places. 
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TABULAE  STATEMEOTS. 

The  following  are  the  usual  tabular  statements,  giving  the  statistics  of 


the  sy  stem,  and  showing  its  working  during  the  past  year : 

Comprehensive  Summai-y 

Number  of  institutions  in  which  there  are  soldiers’  orphans,  21 

Keduction  in  tlie  number  since  1871, 2;1 

Number  of  orphans  in  schools  and  homes.  May  .31,  1879,  . 2,431 

Number  admitted  on  order  from  May  31,  1878,  to  September 

1,  1879, 616 

Number  of  discharges  from  May  31,  1878,  to  September  1, 

1879, 806 

N umber  of  orphans  in  charge  of  the  State,  September  1 , 1879,  2,462 

N umber  of  orders  of  admission  issued  since  system  went  into 

operation, 10,730 

Number  of  orphans  admitted  since  system  went  into  opera- 
tion,   10,617 

Number  of  applications  on  file  September  1,  1879,  ....  419 

Cost  of  system  for  the  past  j'ear, $367,934  15 

Whole  cost  of  the  system  since  going  into  operation,  as 

shown  by  the  several  annual  reports,  to  May  31,  1879,  . 5,962,095  21 
Appropriations  made,  but  unexpended, 360,000  00 


General  Financial  Statement. 

This  statement  shows  the  exact  financial  condition  of  the  Department  at 
the  end  of  the  school  year. 

The  monej's  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Department  for  the  year  end- 


ing May  31,  1879,  were  as  follows  : 

State  appropriation,  $360,000  00 

Unex[)ended  balance  for  1878, 55,190  61 

$415,190  61 

Expended  for  education,  maintenance,  and 

clothing, $351 ,543  73 

For  soldiers’ orphans  at  normal  schools,  . . 6,906  1 1 

For  out-door  relief  and  by  special  act  for  Mrs. 

INI.  A.  Ketler, 711  56 

Expenses  of  Department, 8,772  75 

, 367,934  15 


$47,256  46 


Balance  in  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  Department, 
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As  a matter  of  interest,  I append  to  the  foregoing  statement  a list  of  the 
appropriations  made  bj'  the  State,  and  the  pnlilic  donations  received  for 
the  support  of  onr  orphan  school  s^'stem  since  its  lirst  establishment,  and 
also  one  showing  the  expenditures  of  the  system  as  exhibited  in  the  sev- 
eral annual  reports. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


When  made. 

Character. 

Amount. 

Marcli 

23,  1865 

Regular, 

875,000  00 

April 

11,  1866 

Regular, 

300,000  00 

April 

11,  1867 

Regular, 

350,000  (10 

Feb. 

25,  1868 

Deficit, 

31,069  77 

Feb. 

25,  1868 

Deficit, 

141,561  69 

April 

11,  1868 

Regular, 

400,000  00 

March 

13,  1869 

Deficit, 

50,000  00 

April 

14,  1869 

Damaijes,  Orangeville, 

5,000  00 

April 

16,  1869 

Regular, 

450,000  00 

March 

31,  1870 

Deficit, 

44,968  88 

IMarch 

31,  1870 

Deficit 

44,700  00 

April 

6,  1870 

Regular,  

520,000  00 

Mav 

27,  1871 

Damage^,  Orangeville, 

5,000  00 

ISIav 

27,  1871 

Damages,  Jacksonville, 

5,000  00 

May 

27,  1871 

Regular, 

520,000  00 

April 

3,  1872 

Regular, 

480,000  00 

A pril 

9,  1873 

Regular, 

460,000  00 

IMay 

14,  1874 

Regular, 

440,000  00 

April 

12,  1875 

Regular, 

400,000  00 

Mav 

13,  1876 

Regular, 

380,000  00 

April 

18,  1877 

Regular, 

360,000  OO 

^lav 

18,  1878 

Regular, 

360,000  00 

June 

11,  1879 

Regular, 

360,000  00 

Amount  of  appropriations  bv  the  State, 

86,182,300  34 

DONATIONS. 

When  made. 

By  whom. 

Amount. 

May 

6,  1864 

PeiiTisvlvania  Railroad  Companv, 

8*50,000  00 

June 

5,  1865 

Loval  Association  of  Penu’a,  Washington,  D.  C.,  . 

85  06 

June 

5,  1865 

A Philadelphia  teacher, 

3 00 

Amount  of  donations, 

850,088  06 

Total  amount, 

86,232,388  40 

If  to  this  grand  sum  be  added  the  amounts  donated  by  individuals  di- 
rectly to  the  schools  and  homes  for  the  use  of  the  orphans,  it  would  swell 
the  amount  many  thousands  of  dollars. 
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Annual  Expenditures. 

The  amounts  expended  in  support  of  the  Soldiers’ 
shown  by  the  several  reports  have  been  as  follows 
From  commencement  to  November  30,  1865,  . . 

From  December  1,  1865,  to  November  30,  1866, 

From  December  1,  1866,  to  November  30,  1861, 

From  December  1,  1867,  to  May  31,  1868, 

From  June  1,  1868,  to  May  31,  1869, 

From  June  1,  1869,  to  May  31,  1870, 

From  June  1,  1870,  to  May  31,  1871, 

From  June  1,  1871,  to  May  31,  1872, 

From  June  1,  1872,  to  May  31,  1873, 

From  -Tune  1,  1873,  to  May  31,  1874, 

From  June  1,  1874,  to  May  31,  1875, 

From  June  1,  1875,  to  May  31,  1876, 

From  June  1,  1876,  to  May  31,  1877, 

From  June  1,  1877,  to  May  31,  1878, 

From  June  1,  1878,  to  May  31,  1879, 


Orphan  Schools  as 


$103,817  66 
321,270  42 
4.35,080  44 

236.970  26 

500.971  62 
514,126  42 
509,037  66 
475,245  47 
467,132  84 
450,879  49 
423,693  76 
402,530  27 
380,656  70 
372,748  05 
367,934  15 


$5,962,095  21 

The  appropriations  made  b}^  the  Legislature  for  the  eight  years  the  orphan 
schools  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  present  administration  amount  to 
$3,400,000,  and  the  expenditures  to  $3,340,820  73. 
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Clotliinff  Account. 

The  children  are  all  clothed  at  tlie  schools ; but  the  Superintendent  is 
required  to  prescribe  the  kind  of  clothing  furnished  them,  and  to  see  that 
they  receive  the  fidl  amount  the  law  contemjdates.  The  following  is  the 
account  for  the  year.  In  the  aggregate  it  will  be  seen  that  the  schools  ex- 
pended more  money  for  clothing  than  the  amount  received  for  that  purpose 
from  the  State.  The  expenditures  are  all  proven  by  proper  vouchers  placed 
on  file  in  the  Department : 


School. 

Amount 

allowed. 

Amount 

expended. 

].  Bridgewater, 

$1,130  91 

$1,121  24 

2.  Chester  Springs, 

4,237  89 

4,196  94 

3.  Davtoii, 

4,250  19 

4,267  09 

4.  Hartbrrl,  

4,130  30 

4,157  85 

5.  Lincoln  Institution, 

2,441  76 

2,625  00 

6.  Mansfield,  

5,253  92 

5,286  32 

7.  McAlisterville, 

4,177  59 

4,213  47 

8.  Mercer, 

7,247  24 

7,379  20 

9.  ISIount  .Tov, 

6,870  05 

6,947  32 

10.  Soldiers’  Orplian  Institution, 

6,735  88 

11,288  42 

11.  IJniontowi), 

4,109  71 

4,120  48 

12.  White  Hall, 

5,427  93 

5,456  52 

$56,019  43 

$01,059  85 

Expenses  of  Department. 


By  amount  appropriated  for  insi)ectors  and 

clerks, $6,400  00 

By  amount  appropriated  for  incidental  ex- 
penses,   2,Y50  00 


To  amount  paid  as  salaries  to  inspectors  and 

clerks,  $6,400  00 

To  amount  paid  for  i)ostage,  telegrams,  and 

expressage, YOO  00 

To  amount  paid  for  printing, 106  00 

To  amount  paid  for  funeral  expenses,  . . . 260  00 

To  amount  paid  for  traveling  expenses,  . . 1 ,300  00 

To  amount  paid  for  furniture  and  miscellane- 
ous expenses, 6Y5 


$9,150  00 


8,YY2  Y5 


$3YY  25 


Balance  unexpended 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans.  11 

Out-door  Relief. 

The  law  of  1818  requires  the  Superintendent,  in  certain  cases,  to  grant 
out-door  relief,  not  exceeding  thirty  dollars  to  each  child,  to  destitute  sol- 
diers’ orphans.  The  following  is  a statement  of  what  has  lieen  done  under 
this  provision  of  law  during  the  past  year  : 


6 

Name  of  Child. 

Name  of  Trustee. 

Post  Office  Address  of 
Trustee. 

Amount. 

1 

Ware,  Henry  E.,  . . . 

Calvin  D.  Moser,  . . . 

Reading,  Pa.,  .... 

§30  00 

2 

Ware,  James  F.,  . . . 

H it 

it  i( 

30  00 

3 

Ware,  Mai  v E , ... 

u a 

30  00 

4 

Menser,  Isaac  E.,  . . 

Samuel  tV.  Drips,  . . 

Armagh,  Indiana  co., 
Pa 

23  00 

5 

Shirk,  Elizabeth,  . . . 

Samuel  Adams,  . . , 

Williamsport,  Pa.,  . . 

30  00 

6 

Billig,  Clara  A.,  . , . 

Ij.  a.  Schollenberger, 

Reading,  Pa.,  , . . 

30  00 

7 

Zimmerman,  Jos.  B.,  . 

C.  D.  Zeliring,  . . 

Jonestown,  Lebanon 
co..  Pa.,  . 

24  92 

8 

Carter,  H.  R.,  .... 

Mary  R.  Welsh,  . . . 

1122  Spruce  st.,  Phila., 

30  00 

9 

Simmers,  Carrie  E.,  . 

H.  M.  Foote, 

Wellsboro’,  Pa., 

9 08 

10 

Penwell,  G.  MoC.,  . . 

George  Walters,  . . . 

Lees  Cross  Roads,  Cum- 
berland co..  Pa.. 

23  92 

11 

Bricker,  Wm.  H.,  . . 

Henrv  A.  Knepley,  . 

609  N.  ,37th  st..  Phila., 

30  00 

12 

Garris,  Francis  S.,  . . 

Thomas  Hart,  .... 

Clarksburg,  Indiana 
co.,  Pa 

24  08 

13 

Dibble,  Norton  E.,  . . 

Bradley  W.  Pond,  . . 

Conneautville,  Craw- 
ford CO.,  Pa.,  , . . . 

4 17 

14 

Godfrey,  Carrie  E., 

Hon.  O.  Logan,  . . . 

Albion,  Erie  co.,Pa.,  . 

26  75 

15 

.loslin,  Ellsworth  E.,  . 

t(  it 

29  67 

16 

Barker,  Clara  M.,  . . 

U U 

il  ii 

30  00 

17 

Reem,  John  E.,  . . . 

Thompson  MoCrea,  . 

Brush  Valley,  Indiana 
co  , Pa., 

30  00 

18 

Douds,  Dela  J.,  . . 

D.  S.  Robinson,  . . . 

Saitsburg,  Indiana  co.. 
Pa 

30  00 

19 

Patton,  Edith  E.  J.,  . 

B Shoemaker,  .... 

Brownsville,  Pa.,  . . 

30  00 

20 

Mickerell,  S.  W.,  ..  . . 

Josiah  Fee,  

Heshbon,  Indiana  co.. 
Pa.,  

30  00 

21 

McCray,  Isabella  I.,  . 

John  M.  Mack,  .... 

Brush  Valley,  Indiana 
CO.,  Pa.,  ... 
Saitsburg,  Indiana  co.. 
Pa.,  

17  33 

22 

Kelly,  Newton  C.,  . . 

W.  C.  Robinson,  . . , 

23  17 

23 

Lear,  .Joseph  H.,  . . . 

Col.  J.  A.  Ege,  . . . 

Greensburg,  Pa.,  . 

30  00 

24 

Fulcomer,  N.  E.,  . . . 

F.  M.  Kinter,  .... 

Black  Lick  Station,  In- 
diana co..  Pa.,  . . . 
Nolo,  Indiana  co..  Pa., 

30  00 

25 

Rodkev,  Elmer  A., 

W.  F.  Lydick,  .... 

27  66 

26 

Ford,  Annie  L.,  . . . 

John  D.  Sensenig,  . . 

Marticville,  Lancaster 
00.,  Pa., 

30  00 

§6X3  75 

Special  act  for  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Ketler, 

27  81 

Total, 

§711  56 

ACCOUNT  WITH  THE  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 
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Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Payments  to  State  Normal  Schools. 


No. 

Name  of 
School. 

Date  of  pay- 
ment on  ac- 
count. 

Amount 

paid. 

Date  of  pay- 
ment in  full. 

Amount 

paid. 

Total  sum 
paid. 

1 

Millersville,  . 

May 

22,  1878 

1144  00 

5144  00 

Alillersvilie,  . 

Sept. 

16,  1878 

$351 

00 

Feb. 

26,  1879 

411  00 

762  00 

Millersville,  . 

Tklay 

9,  1879 

264 

00 

.1  line 

4,  1879 

342  00 

606  00 

2 

Bloonisljurg, 

Sept. 

30,  1878 

96 

00 

Dec. 

27,  1878 

69  00 

165  00 

Bloomsburg, 

Feb. 

5,  1879 

58 

50 

April 

2,  1879 

58  50 

117  00 

Blooinsburg, 

April 

28,  1879 

39 

00 

.1  une 

9,  1879 

39  00 

78  00 

3 

Manstield,  . . 

Sept. 

18,  1878 

210 

00 

Dec. 

27,  1878 

210  00 

420  00 

MaiisHeld,  . . 

Fell. 

C,  1879 

210 

00 

May 

14,  1879 

210  00 

420  00 

Manstield,  . . 

May 

16,  1879 

210 

00 

May 

24,  1879 

168  00 

378  00 

4 

Edinboro’,  . . 

Aug. 

24,  1878 

220 

00 

Dec. 

27,  1878 

254  54 

474  54 

Edinboro’,  . . 

Feb. 

11,  1879 

200 

00 

Mar. 

10,  1879 

197  75 

397  75 

Edinboro’,  . . 

May 

26,  1879 

200 

00 

Mav 

31,  1879 

142  82 

342  82 

5 

Shippensburg, 

Sept. 

13,  1878 

144 

00 

Dec. 

27,  1878 

123  00 

267  00 

Shippensburg, 

Feb. 

3,  1879 

72 

00 

Mar. 

28,  1879 

60  00 

132  00 

Sliippensburg, 

April 

28,  1879 

63 

00 

May 

24,  1879 

63  00 

126  00 

6 

West  Chester, 

May 

25,  1878 

42  00 

42  00 

West  Chester, 

Sept. 

6,  1878 

82  50 

Mar. 

18,  1879 

82  50 

165  00 

West  Chester, 

ISIay 

9,  1879 

42 

00 

May 

24,  1879 

42  00 

84  00 

7 

Indiana,  . . . 

July 

25,  1878 

336  00 

336  00 

Indiana,  . . . 

Oct. 

18,  1878 

195 

00 

Feb. 

20,  1879 

273  00 

468  00 

Indiana,  . . . 

iMay 

9,  1879 

168  00 

May 

27,  1879 

168  00 

336  00 

8 

Sagamore,  . . 

Sept. 

30,  1878 

63 

00 

Dec. 

27,  1878 

63  00 

126  00 

Sagamore,  . . 

Feb. 

3,  1879 

63  00 

Mar. 

28,  1879 

42  00 

105  00 

Sagamore,  . . 

May 

12,  1879 

42 

00 

May 

27,  1879 

42  00 

84  00 

9 

Ivutztown,  . . 

June 

20,  1878 

42  00 

42  00 

10 

Bridge  water. 

Jan. 

4,  1879 

144  00 

May 

27,  1879 

144  00 

288  00 

53,137 

00 

53,769  11 

56,906  11 

GEI^TEEAL  STATEMEOTS. 
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STATEMENT  III. 

phoning  the  Whole  Number  of  Oiders  Issued  for  the  Admission  of  Children  from  each  County. 

The  whole  mimher  of  accepted  applications  received  to  May  81,  1819, 
was  11,046.  Of  these  315  remain  on  llle,  as  shown  by  the  last  table,  and 
the  remaining  10,131  have  been  issued  as  follows  : 

Adams,  45  ; Allegheny,  414  ; Armstrong,  314  ; Beaver,  125  ; Bedford, 
168;  Berks,  129;  Blair,  219;  Bradford,  322:  Bucks,  69;  Butler,  126 ; 
Cambria,  150;  Cameron,  5 ; Carbon,  42;  Centre,  242;  Chester,  183; 
Clarion,  231  ; Clearfield,  86  ; Clinton,  43  ; Columbia,  104  ; Crawford,  201  ; 
Cumberland,  153  ; Danphin,  326  ; Delaware,  58  ; Elk,  10  ; Erie,  106  ; Fay- 
ette, 199;  Forest,  10;  Franklin,  96;  Fulton,  32;  Greene,  26  ; Hunting- 
don, 214;  Indiana,  212;  Jefferson,  191  ; Juniata,  91  ; Lackawanna,  1 ; Lan- 
caster, 399  ; Lawrence,  169  ; Lebanon,  15;  Lehigh,  148  ; Luzerne,  254; 
Lycoming,  191;  Mercer,  255;  McKean,  39;  Mifflin,  126;  Monroe,  62; 
Montgomery,  93  ; Montour,  121 ; Northampton,  11  ; Northumberland,  130  ; 
Perry,  255;  Philadelphia,  1,453;  Pike,  16;  Potter,  82;  Schuylkill,  218; 
Snyder,  60;  Somerset,  69  ; Sullivan,  21;  Susquehanna,  166;  Tioga,  339  ; 
Union,  63  ; Venango,  144;  Warren,  56;  Washington,  124;  Wayne,  14; 
Westmoreland,  142  ; Wyoming,  98  ; York,  149. 


STATEMENT  IV. 

blowing  the  Denomfiiational  Parentage  of  Children. 

Of  the  2,431  children  actually  in  school  May  31, 1819,  the  fathers  of  2,046 
are  reported  as  members  of  some  church,  leaving  385  unconnected  with 
church,  or  not  reported.  Of  2,046  thus  reported,  there  were  of  Methodist 
parentage,  822  ; LuLheran,  294  ; Presbyterian,  218  ; United  Presbyterian, 
11;  Baptist,  133;  Episcopal,  98;  Catholic,  56;  German  Reformed,  104; 
Disciple,  20;  Church  of  God,  16  ; United  Brethren,  49;  Tunkers,  6;  Con- 
gregationalist,  2 ; Albrights,  3 ; Evangelical,  22 ; Protestants,  (probably 
not  intended  to  represent  any  particular  denomination,)  114  ; Universalists, 
4 ; Friends,  4 ; Puritan,  2 ; Unitarian,  2. 


Ex.  Doc.] 
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STATEMENT  CONCERNING  THE  SYSTEM  LAST  YEAR. 


STATEMENT  Y— SliowiD"  Applications  by  Counties. 


Names  of  Counties. 

On  file  .lime  1,  1878. 

Received  diiringthe 

year. 

OJ 

■Jl 

l—i 

1 3 

* ao 

'E  ^ 

*5  5 

E ^ 

Oi 

1.  Adams, 

1 

1 

2.  Allegheny, 

1 

10 

8 

2 

3.  Armstrong,  

1 

36 

23 

13 

4.  Beaver, 

7 

3 

4 

5.  Bedford, 

6.  Berks, ^ 

. . . . 

20 

18 

1 2 

7.  Blair,  

■ 3 

4 

4 

3 

8.  Bradford, 

14 

51 

18 

47 

9.  Bucks, 

1 

3 

3 

1 

10.  Butler, 

1 

1 

11.  Cambria, 

12.  Cameron, 

4 

1 

3 

13.  Carbon,  

5 

3 

2 

14.  Centre, 

8 

5 

3 

15.  Chester,  

10 

5 

0 

16.  Clarion 

6 

3 

3 

17.  Clearfield, 

18.  Clinton, 

19.  Columbia, 

7 

5 

20.  Crawford,  

1 

6 

1 

6 

21.  Cumberland, 

2 

12 

10 

4 

22.  Dauphin, 

11 

11 

23.  Delaware, 

24.  Elk, 

3 

3 

25.  Erie, 

11 

11 

26.  Fayette, 

27.  FoVest, 

7 

7 

28.  Franklin,  

29.  Fulton, 

30.  Greene,  

31.  Huntingdon, 

11 

10 

1 

24 

16 

8 

32.  Indiana, i 

2 

10 

6 

6 

33.  Jefferson,  

22 

6 ! 

16 

34.  Juniata, 

10 

10 

35.  Lackawanna, 

1 

1 i 

36.  Lancaster, 

8 

/ 

1 

37.  Lawrence, ' 

13 

11 

2 

38.  Lelianon, 

1 

1 

2 

39.  Lehigh,  

10 

5 

5 

40.  Luzerne, 

2 

9 

2 j 

9 

41.  Lycoming,  

20 

7 i 

13 

42.  Mercer, 

22 

18 

4 

43.  McKean, 

44.  Mifflin, 

2 

1 

1 

45.  Monroe, 

4 

1 

3 

46.  Montgomery, 

1 

9 

6 

4 

47.  Montour, ' 

48.  Northampton, 

17 

14  i 

3 

49.  Northumberland,  

10 

5 

50.  Perry, 

1 

10 

6 

5 

51.  Philadelphia, 

52.  Pike,  

23 

64 

43 

44 

53.  Potter,  ...  

3 

1 

2 
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STATEMENT  Continued. 


Names  op  Counties. 

On  tile  June  1, 1878. 

Received  duriug  the 

yeai-. 

Issued  during  the 

year. 

Remaining  on  fiie 

June  1,  1879. 

54.  Schiivlkill, 

1 

29 

23 

7 

55.  Snvder,  

3 

3 

56.  Somerset,  

2 

16 

11 

7 

57.  Sullivan, 

58.  Susquehanna, 

11 

3 

8 

59.  ^’ioga, 

60.  Union, 

61.  Veiuuigo, 

27 

23 

12 

38 

4 

4 

62.  Warren, 

63.  Washington, 

1 

5 

5 

1 

64.  Wayne,  

65.  Westmoreland, 

1 

2 

2 

1 

66.  Wyoming,  

1 

8 

6 

3 

67.  York,  

5 

5 

86 

608 

379 

315 

STATEMENT  VI — Showing  Discharges  and  Deaths. 


SCHOOLS. 


Schools. 

1 Number  discharged  on 

1 age  for  j^ear  ending 

1 May  31,  1879. 

Number  discharged  on 
Older  for  year  ending 
May  31,  1879. 

Number  of  deaths  for 
year  ending  May  31, 
1879. 

1. 

Andersonburg, 

4 

8 

2. 

Rridgewatei’, 

15 

3 

3. 

tdiester  Springs, 

20 

5 

1 

4. 

Davton, 

44 

8 

5. 

Harford, 

46 

11 

1 

6. 

Industrial  School 

7. 

Lincoln  Institution,  

5 

4 

8. 

Manstield,  

48 

18 

9. 

McAlisterville, 

29 

14 

1 

10. 

Mercer, 

60 

12 

11. 

Mount  .lov,  

40 

10 

3 

12. 

Soldiers’  Orphans’  Institute,  in  connection  with  Northern 

Home, 

35 

19 

1 

13. 

Uniontown, . ' 

29 

5 

14. 

Wliite  Hall, 

54 

17 

4 

15. 

Partial  relief  and  other  cases, 

65 

494 

134 

11 

Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Statement  VI — Continued. 


HOMES. 


Homes. 


1.  Children’s  Home,  York, 

2.  Chnrcli  Home,  Philadelphia, 

3.  Loysvilie  Orphan  Home, 

4.  Zeiienople  Farm  School, 

6.  Oi'iihans’  Home,  Germantown, 

6.  Orphans’  Home,  Roches' er, 

7.  Orphans’  Home,  Womelsdorf, 

8.  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home, 

9.  St.  Vincent’s  College,  

10.  Training  School  for  Feeble-Minded  Children, 


c be 
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c be 
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In  connection  with  the  table  given  above,  it  may  lie  well  to  present  the 
course  of  study  as  now  prescribed  for  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools.  The 
extent  to  which  the  several  branches  are  to  be  taught  in  the  dilferent  grades 
is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  teachers.  Advancement  will  be  measured 
more  by  thoroughness  than  by  amount. 

Course  of  Study. 

First  Grade. — Spelling,  reading,  writing,  and  drawdng  on  slates,  oral 
exercises  in  numbers,  object  lessons.' 

Second  Grade. — Spelling,  reading,  writing,  and  drawing  on  slates,  men- 
tal arithmetic,  four  fundamental  rules  of  written  arithmetic,  object  lessons. 

Third  Grade. — Spelling,  reading,  writing,  drawing,  mental  and  written 
arithmetic,  geography,  and  object  lessons. 

Fourth  Grade. — Same  as  for  third  grade. 

Fifth  Grade. — Same  as  for  fourth  grade,  vdth  the  addition  of  grammar. 

Sixth  Grade. — Same  as  for  fifth  grade,  with  the  addition  of  history  of 
United  States. 

Seventh  Grade. — Spelling,  reading,  book-keeping,  elementary  algebra, 
geography,  grammar,  history  of  the  United  States,  physiology. 

Eighth  Grade. — Reading,  algebra,  or  geometry,  grammar.  Constitution 
of  United  States,  natural  philosophy  of  the  elements  of  the  natural  sciences 
generally. 

Yocal  music,  declamation,  composition,  and  instruction  in  morals  and 
manners  are  continued  throughout  the  wdiole  course. 

The  studies  of  the  course  are  frequently  reviewed  as  the  pupils  proceed. 
Bible  classes  and  Sunday  schools  have  been  organized  in  all  the  schools, 
but  sectarian  instruction  is  carefully  avoided,  except  where  the  children 
are  all  of  one  denomination. 

In  the  form  of  object  lessons,  a large  amount  of  general  information  is 
imparted  and  valuable  instruction  given  in  the  elements  of  the  ditferent 
sciences  that  can  be  illustrated  with  objects. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  P.  WICKERSIIAM, 
Superintendent. 
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EEPORTS  OF  THE  INSPECTORS. 


Report  of  Rev.  C.  Coriiforth. 

Honorable  J.  P.  Wickersiiam, 

Superintendent  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools: 

Sir:  I lierewitli  submit  my  annual  report  of  tlie  condition  of  the  Sol- 
diers’ Orphan  Scliools  for  tlie  year  ending  Ma_y  31,  1819: 

1.  Health. — The  schools  have  been  blessed  with  remarkably  good  health. 
Fevers  and  diphtheria  prevailed  in  tlie  vicinity  of  several  of  our  institu- 
tions ; yet  these  diseases  did  not  enter  them  in  an  epidemic  form.  Isolated 
cases  appeared  here  and  there;  and  that  scores  of  our  jjiipils  were  not 
alllicted  is  a cause  of  devout  thanksgiving. 

2.  Clothing. — The  children  in  tlie  schools,  as  a whole,  were  never  so 
well  clad  as  at  the  jiresent  time.  The  quantity  in  nearly  every  school  is  all 
that  could  be  desired,  and  the  amount  is  sufficient  for  comfort  and  cleanli- 

I ness.  This  is  the  result  of  purchasing  wisely,  using  materials  economically, 
and  mending  judiciously. 

3.  Food.— As  compared  with  previous  years,  the  variety  has  been  greater. 
Rarely  have  I found  poor  bread.  In  some  instances,  schools  have  suffered 
temporarily  from  inexperienced  or  careless  cooks  ; but  causes  of  complaint 
of  this  kind  have  been  speedily  remedied  or  removed.  The  qualitj"  of  the 
groceries  at  the  schools  I have  uniformly  found  to  be  good. 

4.  Sleeping-Roo.ms. — These  are  cleanly,  and  as  abundantly  supplied  with 
fresh  air  as  rooms  with  no  other  means  of  ventilation  than  windows  well 
can  be.  Tlie  beds  are  clean,  and  comfortable. 

5.  Industries.^ — Tliese  are  in  about  the  same  condition  as  in  former  years. 
Dayton  and  Uniontown  schools  are  to  be  commended  for  what  they  have 
done  in  the  way  of  teaching  trades.  For  a full  statement  of  what  has  been 
attempted  in  this  direction,  and  with  what  results,  I would  refer  yon  to  the 
reports  of  these  schools.  In  all  the  schools  the  children  are  taught  to  be 
self-reliant,  and  self-helpful;  that  it  is  a duty  to  be  always  industrious  and 
self-supporting  from  the  earliest  proper  age ; that  all  honest  work  is  hon- 
orable, and  that  an  idle,  useless  life  of  dependence  on  others  is  disgraceful. 

6.  Education. — The  corps  of  teachers  in  each  school  is  full,  and  they  de- 
vote themselves  with  lidelity  to  their  work.  The  course  of  study  as  now 
arranged  is  adapted  to  the  necessities  of  the  pupils,  and  generally  strictly 
pursued.  The  importance  of  employing  competent  teachers  for  primary  as 
well  as  more  advanced  grades,  is  universally  admitted.  For  thoroughness 
of  instruction  and  progress  made,  no  institutions  in  the  State,  of  the  same 
grade,  surpass  our  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools. 
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7.  Deportment. — The  behavior  of  the  children,  ndiile  in  the  school-room, 
at  Avork  or  play,  is  very  o-enerally  satisfactory. 

8.  Libraries  and  Reading-Rooms. — In  most  of  the  schools  more  atten- 
tion should  be  given  to  general  reading.  Libraries  are  not  so  iveii  supplied 
with  new  and  attractive  and  useful  books,  and  reading-rooms  with  new's- 
papers  as  they  shoidd  be. 

9.  Moral  and  Religious  Training. — To  secure  this  end,  the  same  means 
have  been  employed,  and  the  same  constant  effort  made  as  in  previous 
years. 

10.  Pernicious  Talk. — Sometimes  addresses  are  made  to  the  children  diy 
M'ell-meaning  persons  that  are  positively  injurious.  It  is  not  wise  to  re- 
mind the  ciiildren  of  soldiers  of  the  State's  boundless  indebtedness  to  them, 
and  fill  them  vuth  tlioughts  of  tlieir  measureless  consequence  in  view  of 
what  their  fathers  have  done  and  suffered,  and  it  is  criminal  to  induce  them 
to  believe  that  their  fathers’ surviving  comrades  will,  Avith  Aviseand  friendly 
counsel  and  ready  aid,  assure  their  success  in  life.  This  kind  of  bosh  has, 
in  more  than  one  instance,  been  indulged  in  ad  nauseum.awd  neA’er  fails  to 
kindle  in  the  children  a spirit  closely  bordering  ujion  insubordination  ; to 
inflate  them  with  false  ideas  of  their  importance  ; to  unsettle  their  minds 
and  disqualify  them  for  honest  study  and  AVork,and  to  induce  them  to  give 
up  all  thought  of  Avorking  their  oavu  Avay  in  the  Avorld  by  their  OAvn  Avorth, 
industry,  and  perseA^erance,  and  to  listlessly  and  A'ainly  AAvait,  in  the  spirit 
of  unmanly  dependence  upon  others  for  help.  It  is  needless  to  say  that 
those  A\dio  accept  such  teaching  Avill  be  surely  and  Avoefully  deceiA’ed. 

1 1.  Valediction. — In  submitting  this  my  last  report,  a feiv  parting  Avords 
mav  not  be  inappropriate.  It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  I 
sever  the  connection  which  I have  sustained  toAvards  tlie  Soldiers’  Orphan 
Schools  for  the  past  tAvelve  years  Avith  reluctance;  Init  failing  heal'h  com- 
pels me  to  do  so.  While  taking  this  unAvilling  step  it  is  A^ery  gratifying  to 
be  assured  of  the  regrets  and  best  wishes  of  all  AA'ith  whom  I have  had  the 
honor  to  be  so  long  associated  in  the  Department  of  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
and  to  receive  the  many  kind  Avords  that  come  to  me  from  the  i)rincipals 
of  the  schools  and  tlieir  co-laborers,  and  best  of  all  from  the  children  them- 
selves. 

I can  not  forbear  to  here  record  my  thanks  for  the  indulgence  Avhich  an 
eA'er  partial  pulflic  has  shoAvn  me,  and  for  the  kindness  extended  to  me  on 
every  hand.  To  the  host  of  my  (I  rand  Army  of  the  Republic  comrades,  avIio 
have  counseled  and  assisted  me,  and  approA'ed  of  my  Avork  AAdiile  in  tlie  dis- 
charge of  my  peculiar  duties  to  the  children  of  less  fortunate  associates  in 
arms,  I am  under  particular  obligations. 

I Avould  also  express  a desire  that  the  good  A\’ork  may  go  on  till  eA'ery 
child  made  necessitous  by  the  late  war  for  the  Federal  Union  may  be  cared 
for  and  rendered  capable  of  self-help,  and  that  the  blessing  of  God  may  rest 
upon  the  children  avIio  may  yet  share  in  the  generosity  of  a grateful  State, 
as  AA'ell  as  upon  those  A\dio  may  devote  themselves  to  their  training  and  cul- 
ture. 
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In  leaving  the  oflice  of  Inspector  and  Examiner,  I have  the  consolation 
of  rellecting  that  during  the  twelve  years  devoted  to  this  service,  I have 
never  consciously  been  guided  by  sentiments  other  than  those  of  honor  and 
duty,  and  devotion  to  my  sacred  trust ; and  the  humble  part  I have  taken 
in  this,  the  grandest  beneticence  of  our  Christian  civilization,  will  always 
be  remembered  by  me  with  feelings  of  special  gratification  and  pride. 

C.  CORNFORTII, 
Inspector  and  Examiner. 


Report  of  Mrs.  E.  E.  Hntter. 

Honorable  J.  P.  IVickersham,  IjL.  I).,  Superintendent  of  the  Soldiers' 
Orphans  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania : 

Dear  Sir  : I beg  herewith  to  submit  my  annual  report.  And,  first,  feel- 
ings of  pleasant  remembrance  prompt  me  to  acknowledge  your  uniform 
kindness  in  all  the  official  relations  in  which  we  have  been  so  intimately  as- 
sociated. Your  words  of  confidence  have  never  been  wanting,  and  we  are 
sure  you  must  feel  satisfied  as  you  reflect  upon  the  work  that  has  been  ac- 
comiilished  in  these  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools  during  the  years  that  they  have 
been  under  your  guardianship. 

Official  Visits. — In  this  connection,  I must  acknowledge,  with  gratitude, 
the  kind  Providence  that  has  enabled  me  to  visit  all  the  schools  at  least 
three  or  four  times,  and  some  of  them  ses^en  or  eight  times  during  the 
year.  IVhen  it  is  remembered  that  the  schools  are  situated  on  both  sides 
of  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  and  that  some  of  them  are  reached  by  the 
slow  and  tedious  stage-coach  of  a past  age,  the  labor  of  visiting  these 
schools  in  rural  districts  will  be  appreciated.  We  have  journeyed  in  the 
aggregate  about  twelve  thousand  miles  in  making  our  official  visits  during 
the  year.  Rut  I do  not  wish  to  be  understood  that  I am  in  any  wise  com- 
plaining of  this  labo]-.  I find  a pleasant  compensation  for  all  my  toilsome 
journeyings  in  the  kindness  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  schools,  but 
more  especially  in  the  tender,  almost  filial  love  of  the  many  soldiers’  children 
gathered  in  them.  It  is  a delight  to  me  to  look  uiion  my  visits.  Well  do 
I remember  the  bloody  fields  of  battle  where  there  poor  fathers  fell,  and, 
as  I visited  the  hospitals  during  the  late  war,  it  was  my  privilege  to  assure 
many  a dying  soldier  that  his  dear  children  would  be  cared  for.  Nobly 
has  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  fulfilled  her  pledge  to  the  brave  men  who 
bled  for  her  liberties. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Schools. — In  the  main,  the  health  of  the 
schools  has  been  of  a very  gratifying  character.  No  epidemic  has  prevailed 
in  any  of  the  schools  this  year,  and  the  bills  of  mortality  have  been  smaller 
than  usual,  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  extremes  of  the  summer’s 
heat  and  the  winter’s  cold. 

Clothing. — There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  manner  of  clothing 
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the  ch'ldren.  The  boys  are  generally  clad,  every  day,  in  light  bine  kersey 
pants  and  a dark  blue  jacket.  In  the  cold  weather  they  wear  a llannel 
shirt.  For  dress  they  have  dark  blue  pants  and  coats. 

The  girls  wear  a nice  barred  flannel  dress  for  school,  with  a gingham 
apron  ; on  the  Sabbath,  a dress  of  better  material,  such  as  merino,  alpaca, 
cashmere,  or  poplin,  nicely  made  in  a fashionable  style.  Also,  in  the  warm 
weather,  the  girls  have  gingham  or  calico  dresses  for  school,  and  in  some 
of  the  schools  white  dresses  for  Sabbath,  which  are  always  neat  and  pretty. 
The}"  have  tastefully  trimmed  hats  for  summer,  in  some  schools  a white  leg- 
horn. In  winter,  dark  felt  hats.  The  boys  wear  the  regulation  ca^).  Upon 
the  whole,  the  children  are  comfortably  clad,  though  I am  sorry  to  say 
that  the  schools  are  not  all  alike  in  this  respect.  Some  of  the  schools  take 
much  better  care  of  their  clothing,  and  consequently  always  have  much 
larger  supplies.  There  is  a dilference  in  the  timely  providing  of  the  cloth- 
ing, so  that  the  children  have  their  change  of  clothing  ready  for  use  as  the 
seasons  change.  I always  insist  that  the  clothing  should  be  made  in  time, 
and  that  this  can  be  accomplished  by  a provident  management  on  the  part 
of  the  principals. 

Dormitories. — Better  care  is  now  being  exercised  in  the  sleeping  apart- 
ments, so  that  the  rooms  are  properly  ventilated,  and  the  beds  and  bedding 
are  kept  neat  and  clean.  It  is  true  that  in  some  instances  the  bed-rooms 
have  been  over-crowded,  but  this  has  been  only  a temporary  evil. 

Food. — As  a rule,  the  food  is  such  as  would  favorably  compare  with  that 
furnished  in  our  best  boarding-schools,  seminaries,  and  academies.  The 
table  services  are  generally  clean  and  neat.  We  are  sorry  that  in  a few 
schools  the  children  get  butter  only  twice  a week.  We  think  liberality  in 
food  saves  expense  in  medicine.  I’he  food  should  be  well  cooked  and  of 
wholesome  quality.  Good  cooking  is  as  important  an  item  in  the  matter 
of  food  as  judicious  catering.  This  fact  should  be  recognized  and  acted 
upon.  The  stomach  is  the  source  of  much  uneasiness,  both  to  the  physical 
and  mental  structure,  when  loaded  with  unwholesome  food.  The  liread,in 
particular,  at  the  schools  is  nearly  always  found  to  be  sweet  and  good,  a 
great  improvement  in  this  respect  iqion  former  years. 

Educational. — The  supply  of  text-books  for  the  schools  is  generally  am- 
ple. Nearly  all  the  schools  have  a library  for  the  nse  of  the  piqiils. 

The  grading  of  these  schools  has  been  carried  to  a nice  point  of  jierfec- 
tion.  The  children  in  these  institutions  do  not  only  receive  an  ordinary 
English  education,  but  study  the  higher  branches,  such  as  are  taught  in 
our  best  grammar  schools  and  academies,  as  history,  literature,  physiology, 
philosophy,  algebra,  geometry,  book-keeping,  rhetoric,  Ac. 

The  high  standing  the  pupils  have  taken  in  the  normal  schools  is  a proof 
of  the  excellent  training  they  have  received  in  the  orphan  schools.  1 am 
happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  some  of  our  orphan  boys  and  girls,  who  are 
now  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  this  Sta:e,  received  cerafleates  of  a 
higher  grade  than  any  other  teachers  who  were  examined  at  the  same  time. 
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However,  now  so  many  small  children  of  disabled  soldiers  are  being  re- 
ceived into  the  schools,  we  must  have  the  best  experience  in  the  primary 
departments  of  teaching.  The  children  should  be  tanght  to  speak  and  read 
with  distinctness.  In  some  of  the  schools  this  is  not  the  case.  The  free 
use  of  dictionaries  in  all  the  schools  should  be  insisted  upon.  Let  the 
children  learn  how  to  use  all  good  books  of  reference,  and  then  gain  knowl- 
edge for  themselves.  Teach  them  self-reliance. 

Music. — Vocal  music  is  taught  in  nearlj"  all  the  schools  as  a regular 
branch  of  studjL  In  a number  of  the  schools  instrumental  music,  on  the 
liiano  and  organ,  receive  due  attention,  and  in  at  least  two  schools,  a brass 
band  has  been  formed  among  the  boys.  The  Kindergarten  system  of  ed- 
ucation has  been  introduced  into  several  of  the  schools. 

Corporal  Punishment. — Here,  as  heretofore,  I express  my  disapproval 
of  corporal  punishment,  except  in  extreme  cases.  Let  the  rod  be  the  last, 
not  the  lirst,  resort  of  the  teacher  or  other  officer  having  the  care  of  the 
children.  Kindness  and  judicious  firmness  will  nearly  always  win  a child 
back  from  the  ways  of  folly  and  sin.  “ Be  patient  ” — “ Forbear  threaten- 
ing ! ” are  the  words  of  the  inspired  Apostle.  Never  punish  in  anger. 
Control  yourself,  and  you  will  be  able  to  control  others. 

Examinations. — The  public  examinations  in  July  were  well  attended. 
These  examinations  were  conducted  ivith  openness  and  fairness,  in  the 
presence  of  a large  assembly  of  clergymen,  professors,  teachers,  school  di- 
. rectors,  and  educated  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

The  children  were  examined  by  the  State  examiners,  and  in  both  their 
written  and  oral  recitations,  showed  a thorough  understanding  of  the  sub- 
jects in  hand. 

Many  of  these  examinations  were  attended  by  yourself,  and  you  could 
judge  for  yourself  as  to  the  improvements  in  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

His  Excellencj",  Governor  Hoyt,  honored  with  his  presence  the  examina- 
tion at  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Philadelphia,  and  he  expressed  him- 
self more  than  satisfied  with  the  w'orkings  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  School 
system. 

The  Governor,  himself  a soldier,  has  shown  a deep  and  heartfelt  appre- 
ciation of,  and  sj’inpathy  with,  these  children — wards  of  our  great  Com- 
monwealth, and  has  given  his  high  official  sanction  to  the  noble  work  of 
educating  them  to  become  good  citizens. 

Morals. — To  educate  the  head,  and  at  the  same  time  neglect  the  heart, 
is  to  train  up  men  and  w'omen  to  be  smart  villians  ; but  in  these  schools  the 
Bible  is  made  the  standard  of  morality. 

Tlie  children  attend  divine  service  each  Sabbath  morning.  In  nearly  all 
the  schools  there  are  well  organized  Sabbath  schools,  or  the  children  attend 
in  a neighboring  church.  Connected  with  some  of  the  schools  are  beautiful 
chapels. 

The  international  lesson  leaves  are  in  use,  and  prayer  meetings  among 
the  children  are  frequent. 
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Industry. — The  old  adage  is,  “ the  child  is  father  of  the  man.”  11  this 
be  true,  how  important  are  habits  of  industiy.  The  hand  and  the  brain 
should  be  taught  to  work  in  unison. 

“ Manipulation  is  a new  sense.”  AYhat  could  the  surgeon  accomplish 
without  the  manipulation  of  the  skillful  hand  trained  l.iy  long  usage,  to 
know  b}^  the  mere  sense  of  touch  what  part  of  his  complicated  body  is 
affected  ? 

How  important  then  that  our  boys  and  our  girls  should  be  reared  in  habits 
of  industry.  Is  it  not  enough  that  their  intellects  are  cultivated,  but  the 
hand  also  should  be  trained  to  obey  the  dictates  ol  a mind  that  is  well 
stored  with  knowledge.  Thus  will  we  accomplish  the  higliest  style  ol  lile. 

The  detail  system  is  almost  universally  adopted  in  the  Soldiers’  Orphan 
Schools,  aims  at  teaching  the  children  habits  of  industry,  while  at  the  same 
time  giving  them  the  advantages  of  a liberal  English  education.  J3y  this 
detail  system  a part  of  each  day  is  spent  in  work.  The  girls  learn  all  the 
secrets  of  the  “ line  art  of  housewifery,”  and  the  boys  are  taught  farming 
and  other  kinds  of  handicraft.  What  we  are  striving  to  do  is  to  train  up 
in  these  schools  useful  men  and  women,  good  citizens  of  the  good  old  Com- 
monwealth, their  foster  mother. 

Condition  of  the  Schools. — For  these  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools  we  do 
not  claim  perfection,  but  we  do  assert  that  the  system  is  working  nobly  ; 
that  it  has  done  and  is  doing  a grand  work  ; that  the  continued  support  of 
these  schools  is  the  State’s  best  policy  of  economy.  “ Train  up  a child  in 
the  way  he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it.” 
Such  is  the  word  of  Sacred  Writ. 

The  money  expended  on  the  orphan  and  soldiers’  children  of  Pennsyl- 
vania is  a grand  investment,  and  a saving  from  the  expenses  of  criminal 
courts  and  places  of  correction. 

The  system  is  now  much  advanced,  and  is  yearly  gaining  in  efficiency. 

Buildings. — Manj-  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  buildings  from 
year  to  3’ear.  The  beautiful  as  well  as  the  necessary  and  useful  has  entered 
into  the  ideas  of  the  principals,  and  those  pleasant  ornamentations  of  house 
and  grounds  wdiich  add  so  much  to  refining  culture  and  to  the  pleasures  of 
life  are  not  forgotten.  As  the  system  grows  older  there  is  more  leisure  for 
the  display  of  taste  and  beauty. 

Normal  Schools. — AVe  deeply  regret  that  the  appropriation  so  well  made 
by  the  Legislature  for  the  further  education  of  our  soldiers  orphaned  “ Six- 
teeners,”  in  the  different  State  Normal  schools,  has  been  cut  off. 

"We  hope  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Ueneral  Asseijildy  this  matter  will 
be  favorably  reconsidered,  for  the  money  thus  expended  for  the  higher  edu- 
cation of  the  children  was  a constant  source  of  advantage  to  those  who 
were  selected  for  this  extra  privilege.  'We  are  happy  to  state,  in  this  our 
annual  report,  that  Beverend  C.  Cornforth,  our  co-laborer,  is  much  im- 
proved in  health  since  his  change  of  residence  to  the  far  west,  deeply  as  we 
regretted  that  he  was  obliged  to  resign,  on  account  of  his  failing  health. 
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the  post  of  dut}"  which  he  had  so  long  and  so  faithfnlly  filled.  We  had  been 
long  associated  together  in  this  work  for  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools. 
We  trust  that  he  may  be  fully  restored  to  health  and  usefulness  and  to  his 
family. 

Grand  Army. — During  the  past  j’ear,  in  a wider  sense  than  ever  before, 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  has  acted  as  the  legal  and  proper  guar- 
dians of  the  children  of  their  fallen  and  disabled  comrades.  They  have 
been  earnest,  enei’getic,  and  successful  in  their  good  work  of  caring  for  these 
children  so  naturally  coming  under  their  protection.  Nearly  all  the  posts 
of  the  G.  A.  R.  have  appointed  efficient  committees  on  visitation,  employ- 
ment, &c.  The  gentlemen  of  these  committees  have  been  vigilant  and 
active,  and  have  done  much  to  awaken  a renewed  interest  in  the  mind  of 
the  public  at  large  in  the  welfare  of  these  wards  of  the  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  E.  HUTTER, 

Inspector  and  Examiner. 


Philadelphia,  September.^  1879. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  REPORTS  OF  PRINCIPALS. 


BRIDGEWATER— James  Stitzer,  Principal. 

The  year  I am  about  to  record,  like  most  of  its  predecessors,  has  slipped, 
quietly  but  profitably,  away.  We  have  not  been  afflicted  with  either  sick- 
ness or  death  among  the  children,  who  have  been  remarkably  healthy 
throughout  the  year. 

The  school  was  small,  and  the  higher  grades  were  much  broken  into  liy 
frequent  discharges  on  age,  but  the  pupils  were  interested  in  their  studies, 
and  made  fair  progress. 

The  attendance  had  become  so  diminished  during  the  past  few  years,  as 
to  render  the  discontinuance  of  tlie  school,  simply  a matter  of  time.  We 
now  deemed  it  necessary.  Moreover,  after  ten  years  of  soldiers’  orphan 
school  work,  my  family  felt  the  need  of  rest. 

Consequently,  in  July,  I sent  in  my  resignation,  which  was  accepted,  and 
provision  was  made  by  the  Department  for  the  reception  of  the  children  in 
other  schools. 

Before  the  children  left  us  for  their  summer  vacation,  I called  them  to- 
gether, and  told  them  I had  decided  to  close  the  school,  that  my  work 
among  them  was  ended.  It  was  truly  a most  affecting  scene.  To  them  it 
seemed  like  leaving  home.  Many  of  them  had  entered  at  an  early  age. 
There  was  complete  confidence  between  children  and  teachers,  and  all  the 
surroundings  partook  more  of  the  character  of  a large  family  than  of  an  in- 
stitution. ^ 

Of  course,  I cannot  withdraw  from  the  labor  of  years,  without  a friendly 
regret  for  the  connections  that  I must  sever. 

The  great  kindliness  of  all  those  with  whom  my  position  as  principal  of 
the  school  brought  me  in  contact,  has  not  been  unappreciated  by  me. 

To  you,  our  faithful  friend  Mrs.  Hutter,  and  all  connected  with  the  De- 
partment, I return  sincere  thanks  for  much  help  and  encouragement. 

It  is  my  earnest  wish,  that  they  may  long  be  spared  to  continue  their 
noble  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  friendless  ones  committed  to  their  charge. 

May  the  approval  of  Him  who  comforteth  the  widow  and  orphan  lie  theirs, 
and  a life  of  toil  be  crowned  with  the  repose  of  those  whom  God  hath 
blessed. 

3 Sol.  Orp. 
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CHESTER  Sl'RliVGS — Mrs.  E,  H.  Moore,  Principal. 

There  has  been  so  little  change  in  onr  school  since  the  last  report,  that 
we  might  bnt  refer  yon  to  that  of  last  year,  and  you  would  have  one  equally 
correct  for  the  year  just  closed.  We  claim,  however,  that  the  standard  is 
still  higher.  We  notice,  as  the  years  pass,  that  each  one  brings  some  new 
evidence  that  our  efforts  to  inculcate  good  principles  are  meeting  with  the 
desired  result.  The  children  are  more  contented,  they  take  more  interest 
in  their  studies,  they  are  more  cheerful  and  happy,  and  the  religious  senti- 
ment is  better  developed. 

4'he  same  corps  of  instructors  remained  with  us  throughout  the  year, 
and  have  engaged  for  the  ensuing  term ; therefore,  trusting  in  the  same  Di- 
vine  favor,  we  have  reason  to  hope  for,  and  expect  as  great  success  in  the 
future  as  in  the  past. 

The  words  of  commendation  spoken  by  you  at  our  last  examination,  and 
your  recognition  of  the  worth  of  our  school  by  a large  addition  to  the  num- 
ber, encourage  us  greatly,  and  will  incite  to  renewed  efforts. 

Some  important  repairs  have  been  made  during  the  summer  vacation — 
furniture  and  bedding  have  been  provided  for  the  new  pupils,  and  we  feel 
ready  to  welcome  liome  our  large  family. 


D AYTO\-Hugh  McCandless,  Principal. 

Although  our  school  has,  at  all  times  during  its  existence,  been  blessed 
with  most  excellent  health,  the  year  closing  June  1,  1879,  is  worthy  of  spe- 
cial note  in  this  regard. 

No  deaths  have  occurred,  nor,  with  one  exception,  has  there  been  any  se- 
rious case  of  sickness.  One  boy,  during  the  last  five  years,  has  had  two 
severe  attacks  of  pneumonia — one  in  1874,  the  other  in  1877.  On  each  oc- 
casion his  life  w'as  dispaired  of,  and  though  he  partially  recovered,  the  in- 
jury to  his  lungs  was  never  fully  repaired,  and  now,  and  for  the  last  two 
months,  his  health  has  been  failing  rapidly,  and  fears  are  entertained  that 
consumption  has  set  in. 

Educational.  — In  this  department,  live  teachers  have  been  employed 
throughout  the  year.  The  methods  of  instruction  have  been  the  same  as 
heretofore,  and  the  progress  of  tlie  children  lias  been  fully  equal  to  that 
made  in  other  years,  though  the  average  grade  of  the  school  is  not  so  high, 
owing  to  the  much  larger  proportion  of  small  children  in  attendance. 

Clothing. — A clothing  account  is  opened  with  each  child,  in  which  it  is 
charged  with  the  exact  cost  of  each  article  it  receives,  and  is  credited  with 
what  is  due  it  from  the  State.  This  plan — the  only  one  that  occurred  to 
me — enables  us  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the  Department,  and  to 
ascertain  at  any  time  the  number  of  articles  each  child  has  actually  re- 
ceived, wdth  the  cost  of  each  article,  and  the  total  cost  of  all.  We  find  that 
lately  the  children  wdio  are  admitted  into  the  school,  come  very  poorly 
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clothed,  none  of  tliem  have  more  than  one  suit,  and  many  have  nothing 
worthy  the  name  of  clothes.  We  have  been  obliged,  on  this  account,  to 
give  every  child  admitted  during  the  year,  more  clothing  than  it  was  en- 
titled to,  many  of  them  more  than  double  the  amount.  Yet,  our  children 
have  been  well  clothed,  better  than  in  former  3'ears,  and  better,  wo  think, 
than  those  of  the  community  around  us. 

Food,  &c. — We  have  supplied  plentifully,  the  greatest  possible  variety 
of  food,  and  that  of  the  very  best  quality.  In  short,  nothing  has  been 
wanting  in  supplies  of  every  kind  that  would  add  to  the  comfort  or  welfare 
of  the  children. 

All  commodities  have  as  is  well  known,  gradually  declined  in  i)rice  since 
the  panic,  and  many  persons  reasoning  from  this  fact  alone,  have  come  to 
the  conclusion 'that  the  expense  to  the  State  per  capita^  ought  to  be  re- 
duced. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  this  deduction  seems  to  be  very  i)lausible,  pro- 
vided the  children  are  to  be  maintained  just  as  they  were  when  prices  were 
high.  But  every  one  who  is  familiar  with  our  school,  (for  I cannot  speak 
of  others,)  knows  that  as  prices  have  declined,  the  pupils  have  been  better 
cared  for,  so  that  they  have  had  the  advantage  of  the  reduction  in  prices, 
and  the  actual  expense  incurred  for  their  su[)port  has  not  decreased. 

Morale. — The  condition  of  the  school  in  this  respect,  has  never  been 
better,  perhaps  never  so  good  as  during  the  past  year.  The  moral  at- 
mosphere has  Joeen  as  pure  as  any  one  could  hope  for,  purer  than  that  in 
which  most  children  are  bi'ought  up,  the  discipline  of  the  school  has  been 
maintained  with  but  little  effort,  and  all  seemed  to  be  happy  and  contented. 

Industry. — Soon  after  I took  charge  of  this  institution,  it  became  appa- 
rent to  me  that  the  industrial  training  aiforded  was  lacking  in  elllciency. 

I believed  that  the  habits  formed  b_y  the  children  while  at  this  school,  (they 
sta}^  till  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,)  would  cling  to  them  gen- 
erall}'  for  life.  I knew  that  only  those  who  are  trained  to  industrious  habits 
while  young,  succeed  in  affer  years.  Altlujugh  two  hours  were  set  apart 
for  work,  I could  not  fail  to  perceive  that  the  pupils  under  my  care  were 
growing  up  in  idleness,  for  even  the  short  time  allowed  them  for  labor  was 
generally  spent  in  pla_y.  The  acquisition  of  a trade,  or  of  a degree  of  pro- 
fessional knowledge,  is  not  of  so  much  importance  to  a child,  as  the  being- 
inured  to  persevering  labor,  mental  and  physical.  A calling  may  be  chosen, 
and  generally  is  chosen,  and  a trade  or  profession  learned  after  the  age  of 
sixteen,  so  that  what  is  wanted,  or  needed  in  a school  of  this  kind,  is  to  give 
the  pupils  the  best  possible  preparation  fur  entering  any  vocation  whatever, 
and  allow  them  to  choose  their  vocation  after  leaving  school. 

\yith  these  views,  I visited  mairufacturing  establishments  and  institu- 
tions, somewhat  similar  to  our  own,  in  order  to  gain  information,  if  pos- 
sible, that  would  enable  us  to  introduce  some  industry  Avhich  could  be  car- 
ried on  by  us,  with  the  most  advantage  to  our  school.  Finally,  a plan  was 
matured  in  September,  1878,  and  the  erection  of  a house  was  immediately 
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commenced,  and  was  ready  for  use  by  the  middle  of  November.  The  build- 
ing is  two  stories  high,  forty  feet  long  and  thirty  feet  wide.  The  first  floor 
is  used  for  an  office,  shoe-shop,  and  store-room  for  leather,  &c. ; the  second 
floor  is  used  for  knitting,  sewing,  and  store-room.  At  present,  we  man- 
ufacture boots,  shoes,  and  hosiery.  Two  skillful  workmen  are  employed  in 
the  boot  and  shoe  department,  and  one  lady  in  the  hosiery  department. 
We  divided  the  school  into  two  nearly  equal  divisions.  One  half  goes  to 
school,  the  other  to  work,  from  seven  fifteen  to  nine  forty-five,  A.  M.,  at  which 
time  the  divisions  change  places  and  continue,  the  one  in  school,  the  other 
at  work  till  eleven  forty-five,  A.  M.  In  the  afternoon,  the  routine  is  nearly 
the  same,  so  that  each  child  is  in  school  four  and  one  half  hours,  and  at  work 
the  same  length  of  time  each  day.  While  at  work,  about  twenty  of  the 
larger  boys  go  to  the  shoe-shop  in  each  division,  making  in  all  forty,  during 
the  day.  The  balance  of  the  boys,  with  the  exception  of  four  or  five,  who 
do  chores,  work  in  the  knitting  department.  About  twenty  of  the  smaller 
girls  of  each  division  work  in  the  knitting-room,  and  the  balance  are  di- 
vided into  four  classes,  and  work  alternately  at  baking,  cooking,  washing, 
and  sewing. 

It  will  be  seen  that  each  child  old  enough  to  work,  has  full  and  regular 
employment  for  four  and  one  half  hours  per  day.  No  child  is  set  to  work 
without  an  instructor,  who  is  expected  to  teach  it  to  work  perseveringly, 
and  to  do  its  work  well. 


HARFORD— H.  S.  Sweet,  Principal. 

There  has  been  nothing  special  to  note  in  regard  to  the  working  of  the 
school  for  the  past  year.  Experience  has  systematically  arranged  all  the 
details  of  the  school,  and  everything  has  moved  along  harmoniously,  with- 
out anything  to  disturb  its  progress. 

The  sanitary  condition  has  been  excellent.  No  serious  cases  of  illness 
or  accident  having  occurred  during  the  year,  the  children  being  universally 
robust,  healthy,  and  strong. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  pupils  in  our  school  during  the  year  just 
closed,  has  tended  to  increase  the  apathy  observed  in  schools  founded  upon 
a basis  similar  to  the  orphan  schools,  and  it  has  required  extra  exertion  on 
the  part  of  the  teachers  to  bring  the  pupils  to  the  standard,  that  a nearly 
continuous  school  session  should  enable  them  to  attain. 

We  are  glad  to  say,  that  the  majority  fully  avail  themselves  of  the  op- 
portunities afforded  them,  and  will  rank  with  pupils  of  the  same  age  in  the 
schools  of  our  vicinit}". 

Several  of  our  last  year’s  “ Sixteeners”  are  now  graduates  of  one  of  the 
State  Normal  Schools,  and  one  was  elected  by  the  facult3"  of  the  school  of 
which  she  was  a member,  to  represent  the  graduating  class  as  valedicto- 
rian. Particular  attention  has  been  given  to  the  cultivation  of  self  reliance , 
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and  those  leaving  the  school,  that  have  lieen  thrown  upon  their  own  re- 
sources, have  proved  themselves  w'orthy  of  the  effort  that  has  been  made 
in  their  behalf,  having  become  honorable  and  successful  men  and  women. 
Care  has  been  taken  to  place  a high  standard  of  morals  before  the  school, 
and  a marked  improvement  over  former  years  is  noticeable. 

Serricas  are  regularly  held  on  the  Sabbath,  both  morning  and  evening, 
in  addition  to  a well  organized  Sabbath  school,  and  in  all  a deep  interest  is 
taken  by  teachers  and  scholars. 

During  the  annual  vacation,  the  various  buildings  belonging  to  the  school 
were  re-painted  and  re-papered,  and  such  other  improvements  were  made 
as  were  deemed  necessary. 

The  kindness  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  of  the  press  has 
been  extended  as  heretofore,  for  which  we  would  render  our  sincere  thanks. 


LINCOLN  INSTITUTION— Margaret  Y.  Clay,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

We  have  great  cause  to  congratulate  ourselves  that  we  have  been  able 
to  keep  free  of  debt  through  the  great  financial  troubles  that  have  shaken 
our  nation. 

The  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  Institution  has  been  remarkably  good, 
no  deaths  having  occurred  and  very  little  sickness  during  the  past  year. 

The  school  has  progressed  rapidly,  and  compares  favorably  with  others 
that  have  more  time  to  devote  to  study. 

The  bo3’s  give  great  satisfaction  in  their  situations,  and  we  have  been 
able,  during  all  our  hard  times,  to  find  good  places  for  them.  The  Avages 
were  in  most  cases  reduced,  but  we  were  very  thankful  to  have  them  in 
permanent  positions.  We  have  already  among  onr  oldest  boys,  good  car- 
penters, painters,  and  other  mechanics,  thus  accomplishing  our  design  of 
establishing  each  boj^  in  some  position  where  he  can  earn  a living  and  be 
above  the  leA^el  of  the  day  laborer.  Self  reliance,  honesty  of  purpose, 
promptness,  and  truth  are  the  fundamental  rules  that  the  managers  do 
their  utmost  to  instill  in  the  hearts  of  the  boys.  And  they  certainly  have 
been  blessed,  for  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  affirm  that  the  fruits  of  their 
labor  has  been  manifold. 


MANSFIELU-F.  A.  Allen,  Principal. 

As  we  recall  the  eleven  years  which  the  school  now  enumerates  in  its 
history,  we  find  the  one  just  closed  plainly  most  satisfactory  when  viewed 
in  all  its  bearings. 

This  condition  has  been  attained  throngh  the  joint  agency  of  important 
additions  to  several  departments,  to  the  united  eflbrt  of  a thoroughly  ac- 
quainted and  long  experienced  faculty,  and  a remarkable  freedom  from 
providential  disturbances. 
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Two  new  school-rooms  have  been  fitted  and  furnished  with  especial  refer- 
ence to  the  needs  of  the  primary  department.  In  these  rooms,  under 
teachers  selected  on  account  of  their  especial  fitness,  we  have  been  able  to 
more  thoronghly  meet  the  wants  of  those  new  recruits  whose  backward 
condition  needed  more  concentrated  and  especial  attention  than  is  neces- 
sary for  those  longer  in  onr  care. 

The  model  school  mentioned  in  onr  last  annual  report  has  completed  its 
second  year  nnder  the  same  management,  with  marked  success,  and  bears 
every  element  of  liojie  for  its  future  career.  In  onr  higher  grades,  there 
has  been  good,  thorough  work,  under  veteran  teachers. 

A new  interest  was  awakened  among  onr  field  details,  by  requiring  the 
older  boys  to  keep  accurate  accounts  of  the  cost  of  each  crop  cultivated 
in  our  somewhat  extensive  farming. 

All  fields  are  measured  and  debited  with  labor  and  material  expended 
thereon. 

In  connection  with  this,  the  boys  receive  instructions,  carefully  prepared, 
upon  the  different  crops.  These  lessons  comprise  preparation  for  the  crop, 
information  in  reference  to  seeding,  harvesting,  and  care  of  the  same,  to- 
gether with  statistics  in  reference  to  average  jdeld,  price,  &c. 

Under  this  system  the  coming  harvest  is  looked  for  with  eager  interest 
by  the  yonng  farmers. 

An  important  feature  in  preparing  for  the  jmar’s  work  was  the  fitting  up 
of  a new  hospital  in  an  isolated  building. 

This  has  been  found  a great  convenience  to  those  having  the  children’s 
heakh  in  charge,  and  a boon  to  the  limited  number  who  have  found  occa- 
sion to  use  it.  Never  since  the  children  of  disabled  soldiers  became  an 
important  portion  of  our  membership  have  we  passed  a year  so  free  from 
sickness. 

We  have  to  record  no  deaths,  bnt  few  cases  of  serious  illness,  and  no 
visitation  of  those  contagious  diseases  peculiar  to  children  which  some- 
times become  a serious  disturbance  on  account  of  the  extent  to  which  they 
prevail  in  the  school. 

A new  dormitory,  commodious  and  comfortable  in  its  appointments,  was 
fitted  up  in  the  new  building  erected  opposite  the  school  last  year.  This 
contains  ample  room  for  all  our  boys,  and,  under  the  direction  of  a male 
attendant,  who  is  alwa^^s  present  when  the  room  is  occupied,  the  n.ost  per- 
fect order  is  secured.  This  change  vacated  rooms  in  our  main  building, 
Avhich  alloAved  of  a much  more  satisfactory  arrangement  of  the  sleeping 
department  for  girls  than  could  before  be  accomplished,  with  our  somewhat 
irregular  and  scattered  rooms. 

On  each  Monday  ermning,  all  teachers  and  others  who  have  charge  of 
children,  or  who,  in  any  Avay,  work  with  them,  meet  for  the  purpose  of 
learning  the  experience  of  all  in  the  week’s  work.  As  each  child’s  name 
is  read,  his  doings  for  the  week  past  are  thoroughly  discussed ; if,  in  the 
opinion  of  all,  he  has  conscientiously  and  meritoriously  performed  his  part 
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in  all  departments,  he  receives  information  to  that  effect  by  means  of  a 
card  handed  him  the  next  morning.  Should  there  be  dissenting-  votes,  the 
candidate  thus  defeated  is  informed  of  the  cause  of  failure.  This  system 
tends  greatly  to  strengthen  and  unite  into  a harmonious  whole  the  mem- 
bers of  the  faculty,  while  the  trophies  of  success  are  eagerly  sought  and 
highly  prized  by  the  children. 


MeALISTERVILLE— Silas  Wright,  Principal. 

Summary. — McAlisterville  Soldiers’  Orphan  School  was  recognized  as 
such  on  the  3d  of  November,  1864,  and  has  now  completed  more  than  lialf 
of  its  fifteenth  year.  There  have  been  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four  differ- 
ent pupils  admitted  in  this  time,  of  wliom  six  hundred  and  thirty-four  were 
received  on  orders,  and  tv-o  hundred  and  thirty  on  transfers  from  other 
schools.  Of  these,  six  hundred  and  ninety-three  have  been  discharged,  as 
follows  : On  age,  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight ; on  transfers,  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty -four ; on  orders,  one  hundred  and  twenty-tivo,  and  nine- 
teen have  died.  One  of  these  deaths  occurred  within  the  year.  Andrew  S. 
Cramer,  died  on  the  5th  of  April,  from  the  effects  of  injuries  received  from 
attempting  to  get  on  a freight  train,  near  Tyrone.  He  was  on  his  way  to 
his  mother’s,  -without  leave  at  the  time.  His  remains  were  brought  back 
to  the  school,  and  interred  in  the  cemetery  of  Lost  Creek  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Health. — The  health  of  the  pupils,  employes,  and  teachers  has  been 
good,  ena,bling  all  to  be  at  their  posts  of  duty  nearl^y  all  the  time. 

"Work. — The  industrial  work  consisting  of  farming,  gardening,  shoemak- 
ing, with  the  usual  routine  of  kitchen,  laundry,  and  se-wing-room  duties  has 
been  successfully  carried  on. 

The  school  ivork  has  gone  forward  without  an  interruption,  except  Christ- 
mas week,  when  a vacation  of  the  -week  between  and  including  the  tivo  hol- 
idays M’as  given. 

The  results  have  been  generally  satisfactory  as  tested  by  the  qnarterly 
examiuations,  -which  were  held  the  last  -weeks,  of  November,  February,  and 
May.  These  examinations  -ivere  conducted  by  the  principal,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  to  the  pupils  the  incentive,  and  to  him  the  data  for  deserved 
promotions. 

Government. — A firm,  unwavering  discipline  has  taught  all  ho-iv'  pleasant 
it  is  to  do  right,  and  how  hard  is  the  way  of  the  transgressor. 

The  Sabbath. — A respect  for  the  Sabbath  has  been  carefully  enjoined, 
and  strictly  carried  out.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  impress  upon  all, 
that  Sabbath-breakers  are  neither  la-w-abiding  nor  moral  citizens.  A Sab- 
bath school  every  Sunday  afternoon,  at  four,  p.  m.,  and  an  hour  spent  in  the 
forenoon  by  the  pupils,  in  charge  of  one  of  the  teachers  in  preparing  the 
Sabbath  school  lesson,  with  the  regular  daily  worship,  constitute  the  exer- 
cises of  the  school.  To  these  exercises  are  added  in  the  school  hall  every 
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two  or  three  weeks,  services  by  ministers  of  the  Presbyterian,  Lutheran, 
and  Methodist  Churches. 

General  Information. — The  proceeds  of  the  Christmas  and  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary entertainments  were  applied  to  securing  Sabbath  school  quarterlies, 
and  periodicals  for  general  reading.  These  periodicals  now  number  twenty- 
six,  and  are  read  every  Monday  forenoon,  after  the  letter  and  composition 
exercises  have  been  finished.  The  quiet  and  orderly  manner  in  which  this 
reading  is  done,  attests  how  satisfactory  to  the  pupils  it  has  become. 


MERCER— George  W.  Wright,  Manager. 

It  affords  us  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  School 
of  Mercer  in  good  condition. 

The  educational  and  industrial  departments  have  been  intrusted  to  per- 
sons who  have  labored  systematically  and  arduously  for,  and  have  obtained, 
a gratifying  improvement  in  the  mental,  moral,  and  physical  condition  of 
the  children  intrusted  to  our  care.  But  few  changes  have  been  made  in 
the  employes  in  these  departments  during  the  past  two  years,  which,  with 
the  general  good  health  enjoyed  throughout  the  year,  enabled  us  to  accom- 
plish more  for  the  welfare  of  the  children  and  the  school  than  usual.  We 
feel  confident  in  saying  that,  in  all  that  constitutes  a good  school  for  the 
purpose  for  which  these  institutions  were  intended,  Mercer  school  was 
never  better  or  nearer  the  standard. 

Believing  that  many,  if  not  all  these,  wards  of  the  State  will  become 
useful  men  and  women,  and  prove  an  honor  to  the  Commonwealth,  if  but 
properly  directed  while  inmates  of  these  institutions,  we  ask  the  continua- 
tion of  your  kind  assistance  in  selecting  proper  teachers,  and  directing  the 
affairs  of  the  school.  Trusting  that  we  may  merit  and  receive  the  assist- 
ance and  encouragement  of  the  department  and  the  good  people  of  Mercer 
and  vicinity,  as  heretofore,  and  with  a firm  reliance  in  the  rulings  of  a be- 
nign Providence,  we  humbly  trust  our  future  may  be  equally  prosperous 
and  useful. 


MOUNT  JOV— Joseph  H.  Martin,  Principal, 

Honorable  George  W.  Wright  and  Mr.  John  I.  Gordon  are  proprietors 
of  this  institution,  the  former  of  whom  is  also  manager. 

The  school  has  continued  in  the  front  rank,  and  maintained  an  enviable 
reputation.  Every  department  has  been  supplied  with  plenty,  and  of  ex- 
cellent quality. 

The  discipline  has  been  lenient.  A home-like  feeling  has  prevailed 
among  the  children,  and  they  have  been  contented  and  happy.  Parents, 
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and  friends  of  the  children,  have  spoken  in  terms  of  praise  of  the  manage- 
ment. 

A large  number  of  members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of 
Philadelphia,  Harrisburg,  and  other  places  visited  us.  They  expressed 
surprise  and  delight  that  the  children  were  allowed  so  many  liberties,  and 
to  act  with  so  much  freedom,  withal  good  order  prevailing.  The  interest 
which  they  have  taken  in  the  schools,  shows  that  they  have  the  welfare  of 
soldiers’  orphans  at  heart. 

Educationally,  we  have  been  successful.  Thoroughness  of  instruction 
has  been  our  aim.  Much  attention  has  been  given  to  language,  in  its  dif- 
ferent forms,  grammar,  literature,  and  language  lessons.  By  the  latter 
have  been  taught  punctuation,  composition,  and  the  use  of  capitals,  to 
classes  too  young  to  study  grammar  as  a science.  Good  results  have  been 
obtained  in  this  way.  The  teachers  have  cooperated  with  the  principal  in 
his  efforts  to  advance  the  educational  interests  of  the  school.  The  primary 
department  has  been  highly  commended  for  its  proficiency  and  thorough- 
ness. 

Believing  that  intellectual  culture,  without  a good  moral  training  is  of 
little  worth,  we  have  striven,  by  precept,  when  occasion  offered,  as  well  as 
by  example,  to  inculcate  a love  for  truth,  and  to  lead  the  children  to  ap- 
preciate a good  and  moral  character,  and  to  set  before  themselves  an  ideal 
that  will  bear  the  light. 

Sundaj’  school  instruction,  and  during  a part  of  the  year  we  had  preach- 
ing at  the  school.  The  children  have  also  attended  divine  service  in  the 
churches  of  our  town. 

We  acknowledge  the  goodness  of  God,  in  granting  unto  us  prosperity, 
and  humbly  trust  that  we  may  so  perform  our  duties,  as  to  merit  a con- 
tinuance of  his  favor,  and  that  our  future  may  be  better  and  more  useful 
than  the  past. 


SOLDIERS'  ORPHAN  IXSTITUTE-Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Rogle,  Superintendents. 

Last  August,  Doctor  A.  Harsberger  and  his  estimable  lady  retired  from 
the  superintendency  of  the  institute,  over  which  they  had  presided  many 
years,  with  much  credit  to  themselves.  William  Bogle  and  his  wife,  of  the 
McAlisterville  Soldiers’  Orphan  School,  were  elected  to  fill  their  places. 
They  entered  on  the  discharge  of  tlieir  duties  the  1st  of  September. 

H EALTii. — The  general  health  of  the  school  during  the  past  year  has 
been  remarkably  good.  One  death  occurred — that  of  Charles  A.  Clark,  a 
good  and  amiable  l)oy.  He  died  of  hereditary  heart  disease. 

Clothing. — All  the  children  are  abundantly  supplied  with  excellent  and 
seasonable  clothing. 

Work. — The  girls  are  instructed  in  all  the  usual  household  duties.  Some 
are  very  skillful  in  the  use  of  the  needle — good  as  cooks — splendid  in  iron- 
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ing — hard  to  he  excelled  in  takino’  care  of  dormitories,  and  the  like.  They 
are  all  taught  before  leaving  school  to  make  their  own  clothing. 

Education. — ^The  educational  status  is  fully  np  to  that  of  any  other 
school  in  the  State. 

Religious. — Every  Sabbath  morning  religions  services  are  held  in  the 
chapel,  and,  in  the  afternoon,  there  are  Sabbath  school  exercises  in  which 
all  the  pupils  take  part,  conducted  l\y  about  forty-five  teachers.  Also,  de- 
votional services  with  the  pupils  morning  and  evening. 

Buildings. — The  buildings  are  fine  ; the  rooms  airy,  and  in  good  condi- 
tion. 

Improvements. — The  roofs  and  all  the  exterior  woodwork  of  the  buildings, 
the  out-houses,  the  M'alls  and  interior  woodwork  of  the  gymnasium,  and 
the  fences  have  been  re-painted.  Improvements  pertaining  to  the  bakery 
and  elseivhere  have  been  made. 

Band. — The  Matthew  Baird  Band,  composed  of  sixteen  pupils,  ranging 
in  age  from  twelve  to  sixteen,  have  been  on  many  occasions  highly  compli- 
mented for  their  musical  skill.  They  have  often  been  invited  to  perform 
in  public.  Prominent  among  the  places  visited  by  them  are  Gettysburg, 
Cape  May,  Albany,  &c. 

Music. — Many  of  the  girls  are  taught  to  perform  on  the  piano.  In  this 
department  a special  teacher  is  employed  at  the  expense  of  the  institution. 

Anniversary. — The  anniversary  last  May  was  a grand  affair.  For  hours 
an  attentive  and  appreciative  audience  of  thousands  listened  wdth  delight 
to  the  varied  and  interesting  exercises. 

Military  Drill. — A marked  feature  of  this  school  is  its  superior  mili- 
tary drill.  Major  Spicer,  military  instructor,  has  won  for  himself — and 
that  deservedly,  too — great  credit,  and  has  time  and  again  received  tokens 
evincing  high  appreciation  of  his  successful  efforts  in  this  particular.  In 
proof  of  such  appreciation,  and  as  an  incentive  to  the  boys,  they  were  pre- 
sented last  November  by  Post  5,  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  with 
two  magnificent  silk  flags — one  State,  the  other  National. 

Examination. — With  the  10th  of  July  came  the  annual  examination  of 
the  school  on  the  part  of  the  State.  The  day  was  beautiful.  Flags  of  all 
nations  floated  from  the  buildings.  The  ollicers  of  the  Union  line  of  cars 
passing  the  school  decorated  their  horses  in  honor  of  the  occasion.  The 
examination  was  conducted  by  Honorable  J.  P.  M'^ickersham,  Superintend- 
ent of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools;  Deputy  H.  Houck;  Mrs.  E.  W.  Hutter, 
president  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Northern  Home  and  Soldiers’ 
Orphan  Institute;  Professors  Pearce  and  Ibach  ; and  Professor  G.  W. 
Fetter,  principal  of  the  girls’  normal  school.  We  cannot  here  enter  into 
details,  and  speak  minutely  of  the  several  classes,  nor  eulogize  their  re- 
spective teachers,  but  we  can  only  liriefly  say  that  the  examination  gave 
entire  satisfaction  to  all — that  the  hearts  of  the  teachers  were  greatly 
cheered  with  the  evidence  their  pupils  showed  of  thorough  scholarship, 
and  that,  as  a consequence,  they  all  felt  in  some  measure  rewarded  for  the 
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arduous  labors  performed  by  them  during  the  year  now  dosing.  At  four 
o'c-loek  the  examination  closed.  After  some  preliminary  preparation  for 
the  reception  of  His  Excellency,  (xovernor  Hoyt,  and  his  escort,  all  re- 
paired to  the  chapel.  On  the  platform  were  seated,  after  his  arrival,  Oov- 
ernor  Hoyt ; J.  Blake  Walters,  Assistant  State  Treasurer;  Doctor  Wicker- 
sham;  Colonels  Wiedersheim  and  Bachtell ; James  L.  Claghorn,  treasurer 
of  the  board  of  trustees;  Honorable  Daniel  ^I.  Fox  ; Deputy  Superintend- 
ent Houck  ; Oeneral  Robert  B.  Beath  ; Professors  Pearce  and  Ibach  ; Rev- 
erends W.  Baum  and  J.  W.  Sayers;  Mrs.  E.  "W.  Hutter,  president,  and 
members  of  the  board  of  managers  ; and  delegates  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  An  address  of  welcome  was  delivered  by  one  of  the  pupils. 
Governor  Hoyt  cordially  responded,  and  said  his  heart  was  so  full  that  he 
had  not  words  wherewith  to  express  all  his  feelings — that  he  had  been 
utterly  taken  by  surprise  as  the  patriotic  words  of  the  song,  “ Flag  of  the 
Free,”  burst  from  these  childish  voices,  and  as  he  beheld  lluttering  in  their 
hands  the  ensign  of  our  beloved  land.  Take  care  of  the  boys  and  girls, 
and  the  men  and  women  will  take  care  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  is  the 
right  thing  to  do.  He  had  never  felt  so  much  interest  in  the  cause  as  he 
had  to-day.  He  thanked  God  that  such  a system  of  education  had  been 
established  in  Pennsylvania.  He  added  that,  if  he  had  had  any  apprecia- 
tion before,  this  day  had  augmented  that  appreciation  manifold,  and  had 
made  him  an  ardent  friend  of  the  soldiers'  orphan  schools — that  he  had 
never  before  so  fully  realized  the  extent  of  noble  work  that  was  being  done 
in  this  school — that  Philadelphia  and  the  State  at  large  had  just  cause  to 
be  proud  of  this  institution — and  farther,  that  he  pledged  himself  ever 
hereafter  to  give  his  official  influence  to  this  great  and  noble  undertaking. 
The  Governor  was  enthusiatically  cheered  at  the  close  of  his  touching  ad- 
dress. Doctor  'Wickersham  spoke  very  effectively  to  the  same  purpose, 
adding  that  he  wished  all  the  opposers  of  the  soldiers'  orphan  schools 
could  have  been  present,  and  witnessed  what  was  done  here  that  day.  He 
emphatically  praised  the  progress  the  pupils  had  made  in  their  studies, 
complimenting  the  teachers  in  no  meager  terms.  He  further  expressed 
himself  highly  delighted  with  the  neatness  and  tidiness  of  everything  in 
and  about  the  buildings.  Other  addresses  were  made  by  promiuent  gen- 
tlemen. The  bo3‘S  now  repaired  to  the  yard,  and  went  through  the  silent 
drill,  including  manual  of  arms,  bayonet  exercise,  and  skirmish  drill — all 
executed  without  command.  The  battalion  was  then  drawn  up,  and  ad- 
dressed bi'  Colonel  Wiedersheim  in  highly  complimentary  terms. 

A table  spread  with  the  luxuries  and  delicacies  of  the  season  was  spread 
in  the  adjoining  park.  At  noon  and  evening  hundreds  partook  of  the  re- 
past so  bountifully  furnished  by  the  generous  and  noble-hearted  managers. 

Doctors  Lehman,  Baum,  Roberts,  and  M'elch,  are  tendered  the  thanks  of 
the  board  of  managers,  and  of  the  officers  of  the  institution,  for  the  grat- 
uitous labors  bestowed  by  them  in  caring  for  our  sick.  The  ministers  and 
Sabbath  school  teachers,  who  labor  so  faithfully  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
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the  children,  share  in  onr  gratitude.  We  make  honorable  mention  of  Miss 
Julia  A.  Rindlaub,  assistant  matron,  for  her  valuable  services.  She  has 
performed  faithful  and  persistent  labor  for  the  best  interest  of  the  school. 
Mrs.  Kate  Lee,  for  many  years  the  efficient  head  of  the  sewing  department, 
has  labored  most  indefatigably  in  the  discharge  of  her  duties.  Did  it  not 
make  this  report  too  long,  we  would  gladly  give  a summary  of  her  work 
during  the  year.  Suffice  it  to  saj’,  that  with  the  aid  of  her  youthful  assist- 
ant, and  help  of  the  girls,  nearly  seyen  thousand  garments,  and  articles  of 
clothing  have  passed  through  her  hands.*  To  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, are  we  indebted  for  the  lively  and  heartfelt  interest  which  they  have 
ever  manifested  for  the  welfare  of  our  institution.  We  feel  under  many 
obligations  to  Professor  A.  G.  Huber,  and  Miss  Maggie  Walk,  the  worthy 
superintendent  of  the  Northern  Home  for  Friendless  Children,  for  words 
of  encouragement,  valuable  assistance,  and  many  acts  of  kindimss.  Thank- 
ing the  board  of  managers  most  sincerely  for  their  kind  consideration 
shown  us  from  time  to  time,  we  would,  in  conclusion  say,  that  they  never 
spare  labor,  money  or  time,  to  give  the  children  comforts,  luxuries,  and 
whatever  tends  to  the  laying  of  a substantial  foundation  for  future  useful- 
ness. In  a word,  that  it  is  their  most  earnest  desire  to  make  this  a home  so 
happy,  that  the  children  may  ever,  in  after  life,  revert  to  it  as  a green  and 
sunny  spot  in  their  existence. 


U.MO\TO\V.\-A.  H.  Waters,  Prioeipal. 

Another  year  has  been  added  to  the  history  of  Pennsylvania  Soldiers’ 
Orphan  Schools,  and  has  in  nowise  diminished  the  luster  of  her  name.  It 
has  been  a year  of  mercies.  In  this  school  not  a death  has  occurred,  and 
not  a case  of  serious  sickness.  Nothing  whatever  has  taken  place  to  inter- 
rupt the  daily  routine  of  school  duties  during  the  entire  year.  The  morals 
of  the  school  have  been  very  satisfactory,  and  there  has  been  an  evident 
growth  ill  moral  and  religious  principles. 

Divine  service  has  been  regularly  held  on  Sunda}"  morning,  and  Sunday 
school  on  Sunday  afternoon. 

The  educational  department  has  been  under  the  care  of  a faithful  corps 
of  teachers,  under  whose  instruction  the  children  have  made  very  good 
progress. 

Though  owing  to  the  large  number  of  discharges  on  age  during  the  year, 
the  entire  eighth  grade  became  extinct,  yet  the  examiners  were  well  pleased 
with  the  attainments  of  those  in  the  lower  classes. 

The  industrial  department  has  not  been  neglected.  This  department  is 

* This  is  exclusive  of  two  thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  eighty-six  pieces,  made  under 
the  supervision  of  Miss  Maggie  Walk,  lady  superintendent  of  the  Northern  Home, 
and  of  over  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars’  worth  of  boys’  clothing  manufactured 
by  Wannaiiiaker  & Brown. 
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regarded  as  the  most  important  in  the  school,  and  has,  tlierefore,  been  a 
subject  of  anxious  solicitude,  both  because  it  is  a prominent  feature  of  the 
system  and  because  it  is  essential  to  the  future  success  of  the  children. 
Though  with  some  pecuniary  loss,  considerable  has  been  done  not  only  to 
teach  the  boys  and  girls  to  he  industrious,  but  to  give  them  some  practical 
knowledge  of  such  trades  as  could  be  taught. 

We  have,  therefore,  had  in  operation  : 

1.  A shoe  shop,  in  which  all  the  work  for  the  school  is  done,  besides  a 
considerable  amount  of  outside  work. 

2.  A broom  shop. 

3.  A blacksmith  shop,  doing  all  our  own  work  and  that  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

In  all  these  the  boys  are  employed  in  their  detail  hours,  and  in  this  way 
acquire  a considerable  knowledge  of  these  trades.  Quite  a number  have 
become  good  workmen.  In  addition,  in  the  agricultural  department  man}' 
of  the  boys  are  employed,  and  this  affords  them  both  useful  and  healthful 
employment. 

The  girls  are  employed  in  the  various  domestic  duties  and  in  the  sewing 
department,  and  many  of  them  become  very  proficient,  and  all  acquire  an 
amount  of  practical  knowledge  which  will  be  of  great  service  to  them  in 
the  future  of  their  lives. 

During  the  year  considerable  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  erection 
of  new  buildings  and  the  embellishment  of  the  grounds.  The  purpose  has 
been,  as  far  as  possible,  to  make  the  school  in  every  respect  such  as  it 
should  be,  both  as  a soldiers’  orphan  school  and  also  when  this  work  is 
done,  to  have  it  continued  in  the  future  in  the  great  work  of  educating 
and  training  youth. 

To  the  teachers  and  employes  who  have  faithfully  cooperated  with  me  ; 
to  the  department  at  Harrisburg  for  its  favors,  and  to  Mr.  E.  K.  Hyndman, 
William  Thaw,  and  David  McCargo,  for  their  great  kindness  to  the  chil- 
dren in  affording  them  opportunities  of  visiting  their  friends  over  their 
several  roads,  free  of  expense,  I extend  my  grateful  acknowledgments.  I 
also  desire  here  to  gratefully  recognize  the  favors  of  Col.  Chill.  W.  Haz- 
zard  in  securing  for  the  reading-room  of  the  school  several  weekly  news- 
papers. 


WHITE  H VLL-J.  A.  Moore,  Principal. 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  we  find  upon  examination  of  the  rolls  of  the 
school,  that  a little  more  than  one  half  of  the  pupils  have  no  fathers,  the 
remainder,  less  than  one  half,  have  fathers  living;  but  in  each  case,  the 
father  is  a crippled  soldier,  in  destitute  circumstances,  unable  to  give  his 
children  proper  education  and  maintenance.  Viewing  the  subject  in  all  its 
bearings,  it  must  be  conceded,  that,  notwithstanding  the  length  of  time  that 
has  elapsed  since  the  close  of  the  war,  the  children  of  destitute  and  crip- 
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pled  soldiers  of  the  rebellion,  should  as  properh^  be  cared  for  by  the  State, 
as  those  children  whose  fathers  actually  died  in  defense  of  their  country. 
If  any  distinction  should  be  made,  it  should  be  in  favor  of  the  man  torn 
and  mangled  in  battle,  but  s.ill  living,  a shattered  wreck,  suffering  bodily 
pains,  that  increase  with  advancing  years,  and  in  destitute  circumstances, 
being  physically  unable  to  labor,  sutfering  that  worst  of  all  pains,  mental 
anxiety  for  the  welfare  of  his  children,  whom  he  finds  himself  unable  to 
properly  maintain  and  educate.  While,  on  account  of  the  lapse  of  time, 
public  sympathy  for  such  is  slowl}'^  waning,  they  yet  remain  shattered  but 
living  monuments  of  the  terrible  battles  fought  in  defense  of  our  great  na- 
tion ; they  are  the  scattered,  living  remains  of  the  human  breastwork  of 
noble  heroes  who  beat  back  the  great  rebellion,  and  by  offering  themselves 
for  sacrifice,  while  the  government  was  trembling  from  turret  to  foundation 
stone,  saved  the  nation,  and  to  them  and  their  children  the  State  and  the 
nation  owes  a debt  of  gratitude  that  will  only  cease  with  the  existence  of 
the  nation  their  valor,  their  patriotism,  their  mangled  bodies,  saved  from 
sure  destruction.  We  feel  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  our  comrades  in 
arms  that  none  but  a soldier  can. 

Educ.vtional. — This  department  has  been  under  the  charge  of  three  male, 
and  two  female  teachers,  who  have  had  from  four  to  ten  years’  experience 
in  orphan  schools.  In  our  instruction,  we  have  endeavored  to  be  thorough 
and  practical.  The  programme  of  studies  laid  down  by  the  State  Superin- 
tendent, has  been  strictly  followed,  and  an  earnest  endeavor  made  to  lay 
well  the  foundation  for  a useful  and  an  honorable  life.  The  rudiments  of 
vocal  music  have  been  successful!}"  taught  by  one  of  the  teachers.  The 
literary  society  meets  each  Saturday  evening. 

Morals. — Religious  exercises,  consisting  of  singing,  reading  a portion  of 
the  Scripture,  and  prayer,  are  conducted  morning  and  evening,  in  the  school- 
room. Sabbath  school  regularly  at  nine,  xV.  m.  ; preaching  each  alternate 
Sabbath,  b}'  the  preacher  at  Camp  Hill.  We  endeavor,  on  all  appropriate 
occasions,  to  instill  the  principles  of  morality.  The  moral  condition  of  the 
school  has  never  been  better.  The  3’ear  just  ended  has  been  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  of  our  experience  in  connection  with  orphan  schools. 

IMilitary  drill  receives  especial  attention  ; two  separate  military  organ- 
izations existing  among  the  boys,  who  take  pride  in  their  drill,  and  military 
appearance. 

The  clothing  of  the  pupils  is  ample  in  quantity,  and  of  good  quality.  The 
girls  have  each  two  calico,  and  a woolen  drress  for  every  day,  besides  the 
detail  dress  for  work,  and  a nice  seal  brown  dress  for  Sunday  wear,  two 
pairs  of  shoes,  hats,  and  plenty  of  underwear.  The  boys  have  each  a neat 
dress  suit  of  indigo  blue,  an  every  day  suit  of  light  blue  kersey  pants,  fa- 
tigue coat ; each  has  two  caps,  one  for  dress,  and  one  every  day ; shoes, 
and  cotton  stockings  for  summer,  and  boots  and  woolen  socks  for  winter. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  school  is  excellent,  great  care  being  taken 
to  remove  ever\  thing  that  could  prove  deleterious,  eveiything  about  the 
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institution  being  kept  perfectly  pure  by  daily  policing,  and  the  lilieral  use 
of  disinfectants.  Owing  to  the  unusually  hot  and  dry  weather  of  last 
summer,  typho-malarial  fever  became  quite  prevalent  in  the  neighborhood 
and  adjacent  towns,  ofteii  assuming  a malignant  form  ; and  late  in  the 
season  made  its  appearance  in  the  school.  Though  not  necessarily  of  a 
severe  or  fatal  type,  we  lost  three  of  our  new  pupils  b}"  it.  One,  however, 
having  sufficient!}"  recovered  while  at  school  to  be  about,  was  permitted  to 
visit  her  home,  when  the  disease  attacked  the  lungs,  bringing  on  a disease 
which-  resulted  in  death.  The  other  two  were  delicate  children  when  ad- 
mitted, their  constitutions  too  weak  to  resist  the  encroachment  of  disease, 
one  naturally  predisposed  to  consumption,  his  father  having  died  of  it  only 
a short  time  previous. 

Industrial. — The  thirty -five  acres  of  land  is  in  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  is  trucked  and  farmed  by  an  excellent  farmer,  who  is  competently 
qualified  to  instill  in  the  boys  habits  of  thrift  and  industry.  The  products 
of  the  little  farm  yield  abundantly  ; twenty-nine  bushels  of  wheat  to  the 
acre  being  raised  this  year.  There  are  excellent  prospects  for  corn,  cab- 
bage, potatoes,  and  other  vegetables.  The  boys,  during  their  detail  hours, 
W"ork  willingl}",  under  the  supervision  of  an  experienced  overseer.  Their 
muscular  and  robust  appearance  is  evidence  enough  that  idleness  and 
effeminacy  are  no  part  of  their  training.  The  girls,  too,  are  busily  engaged 
in  various  household  duties  when  not  at  their  studies.  Their  fine  exhibit 
of  fancy  work  during  the  past  year,  has  called  forth  many  expressions  of 
praise  from  the  large  number  of  persons  visiting  the  school. 

Our  examination  was  attended  by  over  two  hundred  intelligent  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  many  coming  a distance  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles  to  hear 
and  see  the  classes  pass  through  the  rigid  questioning  of  some  of  the  ablest 
educators  in  our  Commonwealth.  All  acquitted  themselves  very  creditabh". 

Repairs. — In  order  to  thoroughly  renovate  the  institution  for  the  return 
of  the  children  at  the  beginning  of  the  ensuing  term,  we  have  emptied  all 
beds,  washing  the  ticks,  and  refilling  them  with  new  cut  straw.  The  bed- 
steads were  all  re-painted.  In  (^’eiy  room  and  dormitory  the  wood-work 
has  been  re-painted, and  the  plastered  walls  whitewashed.  Wherever  worn, 
the  floors  have  been  relaid  with  yellow  pine,  and  rnmny  repairs  made,  so  as 
to  put  the  whole  institution  in  excellent  condition. 


TRESSLER  ORPHAN  HOME— P.  Willard,  Superintendent. 

In  making  this  our  annual  report,  it  becomes  us  to  be  very  grateful  to 
the  author  of  all  good,  for  the  care  with  which  he  has  watched  over  us 
during  the  year  just  closed. 

The  health  of  the  children,  as  in  former  years,  has  been  remarkably  good. 
Indeed  we  have  no  sickness  more  than  an  occasional  cold  during  the 
spring,  which  in  every  case  yielded  to  treatment  in  one  or  two  daj's. 
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Our  educational  department  has  arisen  from  a primary  to  a No.  1 
school,  and  the  course  of  study  has  become  as  extensive  and  thorough 
as  that  of  any  other  soldiers’  orphan  school  in  the  State.  This  has  been 
evinced  in  the  visible  improvement  and  attainmen-t  of  the  pupils  at  our  last 
examination.  The  younger  children  are  not  only  progressing  rapidly  in 
their  studies,  but  also  in  mental  development,  and  are  learning  how  to 
think.  We  have  had  three  regular  teachers  during  the  year,  beside  a 
young  lady  who  gave  lessons  in  instrumental  music  to  such  children  as 
desired  it,  and  were  far  enongh  advanced  to  attend  such  lessons  without 
interfering  with  their  recitations  in  the  respective  classes  to  which  they 
belonged.  Considerable  attention  has  also  been  given  to  vocal  music  dur- 
ing the  year. 

We  have  held  several  concerts  during  the  winter  in  the  neighboring 
villages,  at  which  the  orphans  acquitted  themselves  well,  and  gave  general 
satisfaction  to  the  people.  From  the  proceeds  of  these  concerts,  we  were 
enabled  to  replenish  our  reading-room  with  jjapers  and  periodicals  for  the 
year. 

We  have,  in  connection  with  the  reading-room,  a library  of  about  two 
hundred  volumes,  principally  standard  works,  and  amongst  them  Abbott’s 
series  of  history  and  biograpliy.  We  have  also  a Sabbath  school  library 
of  about  seven  hundred  volumes,  to  all  of  which  the  orphans  have  access 
whenever  they  have  leisure  hours  from  their  regular  studies,  if  they  desire 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity.  We  look  forward  with  bright 
anticipations  for  a full  development  not  only  of  their  mental,  but  also  of 
tlieir  moral  and  religious  training,  as  they  advance  in  years.  Our  constant 
aim  is  to  make  the  school  a Christian  home,  where  each  child  can  feel,  indi- 
vidually, that  he  has  our  respect  and  our  sympathy. 

We  have  been  carrying  out  the  detail  system  for  the  last  nine  years, 
which  gives  to  each  child  two  hours  per  day  for  manual  labor,  which  we 
think  not  only  conducive  to  health  and  physical  development,  but  also  cal- 
culated to  lit  them  fora  successful  contact  with  the  world  and  furnish  them 
with  the  means  of  making  an  independenflivelihood  in  the  future. 

Our  children  have  all  been  neatly  and  comfortably  clad  during  the  year, 
the  boys  l)eing  supplied  with  navy  cloth  uniforms,  which  were  used  for 
Sunday  wear  and  drill,  beside  winter  and  summer  suits  for  every  day  wear; 
and  the  girls  were  also  supplied  with  winter  and  summer  dresses  suitable 
to  the  season,  in  addition  to  their  every  day  wear. 

Religious  exercises  have  as  usual  been  regular  during  the  year.  The 
orphans  being  required  to  attend  preaching  every  Sabbath  morning  at  one 
or  the  other  of  the  village  cliurches.  Sabbath  school  on  Sabbath  afternoon, 
in  the  school-room,  and  prayer  meeting,  connected  with  reading  and  ex- 
pounding the  word  of  God,  in  the  evening. 

The  morals  of  the  children,  upon  the  whole,  are  better  than  we  have  rea- 
son to  expect,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  early  home  influences  of 
many  under  our  care.  We  still  cling  to  the  belief  that  moral  suasion  will 
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accomplish  more  than  coercion ; that  love  begets  love,  and  wlicnever  ve 
can  succeed  in  winning  the  affections  of  a child,  we  have  hold  of  a lever 
that  will  turn  the  child  into  whatever  path  we  may  desire  him  to  go  ; there 
may  be  exceptions,  but  we  think  they  are  few. 


ST.  PAUL'S  ORPIIAA  HO>IE— Rev.  T.  F.  Stauffer,  Superintendent. 

During  the  year  noAv  closed,  we  have  la1)ored  as  usual,  earnestly  and 
faithfulljy  to  promote  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  those  who  have  shared 
the  advantages  of  our  home. 

At  the  outstart  of  the  year,  we  made  a decided  effort  to  improve  on  the 
previous  year.  In  this  we  were  successful,  even  achieving  unexpected  re- 
sults. By  the  opening  of  the  next  year  we  will  place  our  school  much  in 
advance  of  any  previous  year  of  its  history. 

Our  building  has  been  improved  by  repairs  and  necessary  changes. 

The  school  has  been  under  the  care  of  Prof.  E.  Mackey,  a graduate  of 
Mercersburg  College,  who  is  eminently  litted  for  his  pejsition  as  teacher. 
In  his  labors  of  the  school-room  he  was  assisted  by  some  of  the  advanced 
pupils,  thus  giving  to  each  department  the  best  possil)le  advantage. 

Clothing. — The  boys  and  girls  are  well  supplied  with  clothing,  both  for 
week  day  and  Sunday. 

Health. — The  health  of  the  children  has  been  very  good  throughout  the 
entire  year. 

Industry. — Two  of  the  lioys  have  had  cliarge  of  printing  department. 
One  of  them,  William  0.  Mehrten,  graduated,  and  is  now  completing  Ids 
trade  in  the  Herald  ollice,  of  Butler,  Pa.  Two  of  the  boys  have  charge  of 
the  shoe  shop.  Farm  labor  is  performed  l)y  regular  committees.  The 
girls  are  emploj'ed  at  regular  household  duties,  sewing,  and  ornamental 
work. 

Religious. — Various  religious  services  are  held  in  the  Home,  liesides  at- 
tending regular  Lord’s  Day  services  and  Sunday  school.  We  spare  no 
effort  to  make  way  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  children. 

Morals. — The  morals  of  the  children  have  greatly  inpjroved,  and  their 
present  moral  condition  is  very  gratifying. 

Prof.  E.  Mackey  is  retained  as  teacher  during  the  next  year.  Judging 
from  the  present  outlook,  the  prospects  for  the  next  year  are  good. 


4 Sol.  Orp. 
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A LIST  OF  “SIXTEENERS,” 

IN  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MAY  31,  1879. 


Below  will  be  found  a list  of  the  children  who  arrived  at  the  age  of  six 
teen  during  the  past  year,  and  were  discharged. 

There  is  no  better  way  in  which  the  S3^stem  could  exhibit  its  fruits. 


CHESTER  SPRINGS. 

Ellen  Acker,  married,  Allentown,  Pa. 

E.  D.  Bastian,  Sunbury,  Pa. 

R.  J.  Daily,  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

R.  A.  Donley,  farming  near  West  Chester,  Pa. 

W.  H.  Hiskey. 

L.  A.  Krick,  with  her  mother,  Hamburg,  Pa. 
Robert  Kleckner,  Allentown,  Pa. 

Clara  L.  Landbaek,  with  her  mother,  Tamaqua,  Pa. 
William  IT.  Spencer,  farming,  Chester  Springs,  Pa. 
C.  H.  Spoerel. 

Joseph  Weaver,  farming,  Phoenixville,  Pa. 

Maiy  E.  Stone,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

E.  A.  Knight,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


DAYTON. 

Sarah  W.  Ewing,  attending  school,  Elders'  Ridge,  Pa. 
John  M.  Smith,  Indiana,  Pa. 

William  Funk,  farming. 

M.  Adaline  Phillips,  with  her  mother,  Kew  Bethlehem,  Pa. 
William  K.  Sloganhaupt. 

Susan  Overdorff,  domestic  service.  Brush  Valley,  Pa. 
Daniel  M.  Rosenlierger,  attending  school,  Dayton,  Pa. 
Peter  E.  Davis,  farming. 

Annie  L.  McElrav3y  with  her  mother.  Red  Bank,  Pa. 

Mar3"  J.  Mitchell,  married  to  Howard  Wright. 
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XoiT'is  C.  Edder. 

A.  Jane  Klingensmitb,  domestic  service. 

George  H.  Meade,  forming,  Michigan. 

3Largaret  Hughes,  with  lier  mother,  l\imersh#i'g.  Pa. 

3Iary  E.  E.  Fishel,  attending  school,  Covode,  Pa. 

Roljert  A.  Ayres,  forming. 

Cummings  M.  Adams,  forming. 

George  B.  McAdams,  forming. 

David  S.  Burnham,  Parker  City,  Pa. 

’Mathew  Stewart. 

Annie  E.  ^Vadding. 

Henry  L.  Coder,  working  on  gravel  train,  A.  V.  R.  R. 
livdia  C.  Bailey. 

John  A.  Morrow,  attending  school,  Dayton,  Pa. 

Nora  M.  AVork,  attemling  school,  Covode,  Pa. 

Dora  E.  AVilson,  attending  school,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Sarah  J.  Lemmon,  domestic  service,  Brockwayville,  Pa. 

Sarah  M.  Hetrick,  domestic  service,  Alum  Rock,  Pa. 

James  F.  Brown. 

Ijevi  Palmer,  with  his  mother,  Newberry,  Pa. 

Kate  Jenkins,  with  Joel  Crawford,  Kittanning,  Pa. 

Bessie  Jenkins,  with  her  guardian,  Punxsutawney,  Pa. 

James  V.  Hunter,  forming,  Apollo,  Pa. 

Mary  E.  Bly stone,  at  home. 

John  H.  Cowan. 

Sarah  E.  Schreckengost,  domestic  service.  New  Bethlehem,  Pa. 
Ellen  Boring,  domestic  service,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Samuel  H.  Crozier. 

James  H.  liambert. 

AVilliam  C.  McNutt,  forming.  Clarion  county.  Pa. 

Harry  "W.  Miller,  forming,  Indiana  county,  Pa. 

Kate  Beamer,  attending  school,  Homer  City,  Pa. 

John  E.  Burket,  forming,  Armstrong  county.  Pa. 


HARFOBD. 

Frank  'Wetheriejy  attending  school.  Green  Grove,  Pa. 
Jennie  Hoor-er,  attending  school,  Newfoundland,  Pa. 
Lizzie  Jones,  attending  school,  Hyde  Park,  Pa. 

Josie  Cogswell,  wdth  her  mother,  LeRa3"Sville,  Pa. 

Ella  Frey,  dressmaker,  Scranton,  Pa. 

Anna  Hoyt,  attending  school,  Moscow,  Pa. 

Charles  Smith,  moulder,  Berwick,  Pa. 

Charles  Hall,  farming.  New  Lacjwdlle,  Pa. 

Ilariy  Lawbach,  clerk,  Easton,  Pa. 
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Elmer  Collins,  farming,  Green  Grove,  Pa. 

Otis  Conklin,  attending  Soldiers’  Orplian  school,  Harford,  Pa. 
Ida  Adams,  ’^vitll  her  mother.  Falls,  Pa. 

Ira  Adams,  farming.  Falls,  Pa, 

Xelson  Gardner,  farming,  Gibson,  Pa, 

Sarah  Willard,  vith  her  mother,  Moosehead,  Pa. 

William  Vananker,  attending  school,  Hazleton,  Pa. 

Tiche  Stansbnrv,  farming.  Falls,  Pa. 

Harrison  McCalferty,  farming,  Harford,  Pa, 

Clara  Robinson,  attending  Soldiers’  Orphan  school,  Harford,  Pa. 
Edivin  Stanton,  farming,  Xew  ^lilford.  Pa. 

Edward  Tinsman,  clerk,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

Haiy  Whiling,  with  her  mother,  Uniondale,  Pa. 

Stanley  Stewart,  carrying  mail,  Harford,  Pa. 

William  Gray,  farming.  East  Rush,  Pa. 

Ida  Rogers,  attending  Soldiers’  Orphan  school,  Harford,  Pa. 
Anna  Wass,  cook,  Harford,  Pa. 

James  Swank,  baker,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

Marion  Richards,  attending  school,  Hyde  Park,  Pa. 

Lizzie  Hunter,  attending  Soldiers’  Orphan  school,  Harford,  Pa. 
Ida  Babcock,  attending  school,  Sulliyan,  X.  Y. 

L.  Jones,  at  home,  Terrytown,  Pa. 

Eya  Carey,  Glenwood,  Pa. 

Maud  Conklin,  with  her  mother,  Demasens,  Pa. 

Amj-  Ayery,  attending  school,  Ararat,  Pa. 

Eugene  Cordner,  farming,  Green  Groye,  Pa. 


LINCOLN  IXSTITl'TION. 

tVilliam  Hoops. 

Elwood  Kennington. 

Joseph  Morrean. 

Charles  Sunderland. 

Joseph  tViley. 


MANSFIELD. 

Addison  Yeomans,  with  his  grandfather,  Daggett’s  IMills,  Pa. 

Edward  Hapeman,  attending  State  Xormal  School,  IManslield,  Pa. 
James  C.  Campbell,  at  home,  Towanda,  Pa. 

C.  F.  Chamberlain,  at  home,  Smithfield,  Pa. 
tVilliam  Peasley,  at  home.  Emporium,  Pa. 

Abba  A.  Faulkner,  attending  State  Xormal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
Henrietta  tVetherell,  attending  Soldiers’  Orphan  School,  IMansfield,  P 
Charlotte  Mosher,  domestic  service,  Bindley,  Pa. 

George  Hnlett,  with  his  brother,  Athens,  Pa. 
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Iminogene  Rigby,  domestic  service,  Lamb’s  Creek,  Pa. 

Thomas  jMcCollnm,  farming,  Elldand,  Pa. 

Samuel  Knapp,  with  bis  uncle,  Roseville,  Pa. 

Sylvia.  P.  Lumm,  domestic  service,  Sidlivan,  Pa. 

Ida  Galusba,  domestic  service,  Sabinsville,  Pa. 

William  Lamb,  at  home,  Mansfield,  Pa. 

Emma  J.  Newton,  at  home,  Sabinsville,  Pa. 

Elmer  E.  Elliott,  at  home.  Lamb’s  Creek,  Pa. 

James  .Johnson,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
Lovilla  Kenneda,  at  home,  Harrison  Valley,  Pa. 

Ida  McNeal,  Avith  her  guardian,  Burlington,  Pa. 

Herbert  Brewer,  at  home,  Cogan  House,  Pa. 

J.  W.  Montgomeiy,  at  home,  Huntersville,  Pa. 

W.  E.  Smith,  at  home,  Wyalusing,  Pa. 

Samuel  H.  Bartlett,  at  home.  Lamb’s  Creek,  Pa. 

Oliver  Quiggle,  at  home,  Cogan  Valley,  Pa. 

^laria  Stone,  at  home,  Osceola,  Pa. 

Mary  Brizzee,  domestic  serA'ice,  OsAAmyo,  Pa. 

Mary  H.  Doebler,  clerk,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Leverne  A.  Catline,  at  home.  Charleston,  Pa. 

George  W.  Parsons,  at  home,  Elkland,  Pa. 

Roliert  A.  Fothergill,  at  home.  Canton,  Pa. 

Levi  R.  Lester,  at  home.  Canton,  Pa. 

Lucy  Z.  Carpenter,  domestic  service,  Corning,  N.  Y. 

Stephen  E.  Chamberlain,  at  home,  Wellsburg,  Pa. 

Nellie  Campbell,  at  home,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Charles  LockAvood,  at  home,  St.  Mary’s,  Pa. 

Delphine  French,  at  home.  Mountain  Lake,  Pa. 

George  Van  Gelder,  Grand  Island,  Neb. 

Rose  L.  Adams,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
Ira  L.  Wright,  at  home,  Elmira,  Pa. 

Nellie  S.  Tubbs,  with  her  aunt,  Westfield,  Pa. 

Emerson  Higgins,  at  home,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

George  Campbell,  at  home,  Antrim,  Pa. 

Maggie  Vananda,  at  home,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Iclona  Tillottson,  at  home,  Le  Roy,  Pa. 

J.  H.  V.  Lj'ons,  at  home.  Limestone,  Pa. 

Tacy  I)e  Haas,  at  home,  'Williamsport,  Pa. 

'William  Thompson,  Avith  Dr.  Mood}',  Mansfield,  Pa. 


.AIcALISTERVILLE. 

David  Albright,  in  cotton  factory  at  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Fannie  Boyd,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

William  R.  Gordcn,  tanner. 
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Mary  A.  Ganter,  with  her  uncle,  Xorthuinherland,  Pa. 

James  M.  Ilite. 

E.  JI.  Hunt,  at  home,  Lewistown,  Pa. 

E.  Highland,  at  home,  Harrislmrg,  Pa. 

M.  E.  Miller,  attending  State  Xormal  School,  Millersville,  Pa. 

!Mary  Morrow,  Altoona,  Pa. 

S.  M.  A.  Milnium,  Avith  Prof.  M.  R.  Beck. 

Thomas  M.  Xewlin,  Millwright. 

Howard  A.  Parchy,  at  home. 

A.  M.  Reyholds,  gone  west. 

Daniel  Shawder,  attending  Soldiers’  Orphan  School,  McAlisteryille,  Pa. 
M.  E.  SAToyeland,  domestic  seryice,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Thomas  D.  Shirk,  with  his  nncle,  IVIilesburg,  Pa. 

James  B.  Troxell,  farming. 

David  A.  M’illiams. 

Ella  Weimer,  at  home.  Port  Royal,  Pa. 


MERCER. 

Elmer  Porter,  farming,  near  Jamestown,  Pa. 

Amos  Cochran,  mining  coal,  Xew  Castle,  Pa. 

Cora  0.  Davis,  OreenA'ille,  Pa. 

George  I.  Bean,  attending  school,  Greenville,  Pa. 

Alice  J.  Sloan,  attending  school,  Smethport,  Pa. 

John  C.  E.  Crihbs,  in  oil  regions. 

AVilliam  M.  Klinginsmith,  in  Michigan. 

Clarence  B.  Henderson,  attending  Allegheny  College,  ^leadville. 
Elmer  T.  McDoAvell,  farming.  Wolf  Creek,  I’a. 

Charles  G.  Eldridge,  farming,  Erie  county,  Pa. 

Grace  O.  Thorn,  attending  school. 

John  G.  Stearns,  farming,  Spartensbnrg,  Pa. 

Amj^  Sweet. 

Cyrus  Cartwright,  mining  coal,  Stoneboro’,  Pa. 

Josephine  O.  Hanna,  Adamsyille,  Pa. 

Samnel  Krumbine,  clerk,  Sugar  Grove,  Pa. 

Terressa  Edinger,  St.  Petersburg,  Pa. 

Luther  Crihbs. 

Almeda  AYinkleman,  with  her  mother. 

Ina  Edmons,  Corry,  Pa. 

Elizabeth  IM.  IMiller,  married,  M^olf  Creek,  Pa. 

Malinda  M.  Glatzaw,  Barenger,  Pa. 

Mary  E.  Roby,  attending  State  Xormal  School,  Edinboro’,  Pa. 
MTlliam  I.  Sandy,  Sharpsville,  Pa. 

Dorleska  Ealton,  St.  Petersburg,  Pa. 

Xaucy  Fisher,  with  her  mother. 
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Aaron  R.  Fridlej',  Meadville,  Pa. 

AVilliain  D.  llnghes,  farming,  Franklin,  Pa. 

Mary  J.  Greggs,  AA^'hoatland,  Pa. 

Joseph  Bovard,  farming,  Centreville,  Pa. 

Edward  Butterfield,  farming,  Dixonburg,  Pa. 

Edward  S.  ^Murdock,  Homewood,  Pa. 

Anna  SI}",  AYarren,  Pa. 

Alary  A.  R.  Billig,  -with  her  motlier,  Afillerville,  Pa. 

John  AAk  AA^ right,  farming,  Anondale,  Pa. 

Emma  R.  Abbott,  AYest  Salem,  Pa. 

Charles  Collins. 

John  E.  Pyle,  farming,  Eastbrook,  Pa. 

AAdlliam  Hall,  attending  school,  Richmond,  Ohio. 

John  A.  Junkins,  attending  college.  New  AVilmington,  Pa. 
Elmer  Thompson,  farming,  Liona,  Pa. 

John  B.  Marsh,  farming,  Linesville,  Pa. 

N ora  A.  AA'ade,  Linesr-ille,  Pa. 

Alartha  A.  Alalarkey,  Alercer,  Pa. 

Leslie  Say,  Parker  City,  Pa. 

Nancy  E.  Stevenson,  with  her  mother. 

Alary  J.  Jackson,  Jamestown,  Pa. 

Alartha  A^.  App,  with  her  mother,  Alclvean  county.  Pa. 
Alary  S.  Rupert,  AA^olf  Creek,  Pa. 

Hannah  E.  Holmes,  Coolspring,  Pa. 

Isabel  Moses,  Coleburg,  Ohio. 

AATlliam  J.  Burns,  Scrubgrass,  Pa. 

Alinnie  Davenport,  Titusville,  Pa. 

Alargaret  E.  Faulk,  Green\’ille,  Pa. 

Luetta  AIcGinnett,  Titusville,  Pa. 

Nellie  Tobey,  Y^oungsville,  Pa. 

Anna  B.  Johnston,  Alercer,  Pa. 

George  A.  Harvard,  Aleadville,  Pa. 


MOUNT  JOY. 

Alary  C.  Schlegelmilch,  dressmaker,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Annie  E.  Thomas,  with  her  mother,  Jonestown,  Pa. 
Abraham  C.  Thomas,  in  rolling-mill,  Danville,  Pa. 
Harry  E.  Gutwalt,  AA^omelsdorf,  Pa.  ' 

How'ard  Y'ocum,  local  express  driA’er,  Reading,  Pa. 
Stephen  A.  D.  Sneath,  farming,  Alount  Joy,  Pa. 
Rebecca  Flannagan,  attending  school,  Danville,  Pa. 
Alartin  Funk,  farming,  AYest  AA^ilton,  Pa. 

Christian  Small,  Catawissa,  Pa. 

Ida  J.  Cool,  attending  school,  Catawissa,  Pa. 
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George  M.  Prescott,  Nebraska. 

Phebe  E.  Titus,  with  her  mother,  Bloomsburg,  Pa. 

Hiram  S.  Keys,  Minnesota. 

Elmer  E.  Kephart,  mining,  Clearfiehl  county.  Pa. 

Ada  Morgan,  attending  State  Normal  School,  iMillersville,  Pa. 
Emma  E.  Church,  with  her  aunt,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

James  M.  Patterson,  forming,  Lampeter,  Pa. 

Joseph  E.  Baker,  attending  school,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Erasmus  Snyder,  mining,  AVilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

Charles  C.  Wetheral,  forming,  Sereno,  Pa. 

William  E.  Faulkender,  attending  school,  Hannah  Furnace,  Pa. 
Kebecca  Rhodes,  domestic  service,  iViount  Joy,  Pa. 

Jennie  S.  C.  D.  Forrer,  attending  school,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
'William  A.  'Winters,  at  home,  Danville,  Pa. 

Rebecca  Sharlock,  with  her  uncle,  Kennett  Square,  Pa. 

James  E.  Kline,  Cambridge,  Illinois. 

Emma  Ruth,  with  her  mother,  Falmouth,  Pa. 

Clara  A.  Dawson,  with  her  mother,  Bloomsburg,  Pa. 

Effie  Handelong,  with  her  guardian,  Buekhorn,  Pa. 

Emma  F.  Hinkle,  with  her  mother,  Mt.  Joy,  Pa. 

William  K.  Lunger,  in  rolling-mill,  Danville,  Pa. 

Harriet  M.  Whitenight,  with  her  grandfather,  Bloomsburg,  Pa. 
Clementina  Benson,  tailoring,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Mary  M.  Sharrer,  with  her  aunt,  Powell,  Pa. 

Mary  E.  Appleton,  dressmaker,  Bethesda,  Pa. 

Alice  Curry,  with  her  grandfather,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Abraham  Rhoads,  working  on  canal,  Slatington,  Pa. 

George  B.  McEntire,  coach-maker,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

John  Bale,  baker,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

George  H.  Melley,  machinist,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


hOLBIERS’  ORl'H AX  IXSTITl'TE. 

Charles  M.  Thorn,  at  Disston’s  saw  works,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Hattie  J.  Luckey,  with  her  mother,  Providence,  Pa. 
Catharine  Hanna,  dressmaker,  Philadeli)hia,  Pa. 

Samuel  S.  Creighton,  with  a physician,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Rosa  'Wisner,  with  her  mother,  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey. 

John  H.  Snell,  with  his  mother,  Reading,  Pa. 

Joseph  W.  Clark,  forming,  Easton,  Pa. 

Louis  Bichner,  farming,  Bellefonte,  Pa. 

Thomas  'Wethman,  in  brush  factory,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Martha  Hartin,  in  Northern  Home,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Anna  P.  'Wilson,  with  her  mother,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mary  E.  Martz,  wdth  her  mother,  Schuylkill  Haven,  Pa. 
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John  Martin,  farming,  Marshallton,  Pa. 

William  Leonard,  with  his  mother,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Norman  S.  Hicks,  clerk,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

J.  Elmer  Eckerman,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Indiana,  Pa. 
Augnstns  S.  hlood,  farming,  Nebraska. 

Panline  Yeager,  domestic  service,  Moorestown,  New  Jersey. 

Henry  Lowe,  clerk  in  drug  store,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Nellie  Walters,  attending  school,  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Philadelphia. 
Amanda  S.  Clifton,  with  her  mother,  Allentown,  Pa. 

Harry  M.  Hardy,  farming,  New  Castle  county,  Delawai’e. 

Ellen  Sloan,  with  her  brother,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Helen  Ruth,  with  her  father,  Pottsville,  Pa. 

Edward  F.  Eelton,  in  his  mother’s  grocery,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Hattie  Rose,  with  her  mother,  Phillipsburg,  New  Jersey. 

Lydia  J.  Kraft,  with  her  father,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Rachel  Mitchell,  domestic  service,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

M'illiam  M.  Kitchen,  farming,  Norristown,  Pa. 

G.  Perry  Smith,  in  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


UNIONTOWN, 

George  McGuish,  on  a farm. 

Emeline  Johnson,  at  home. 

jMaggie  Jones,  milliner,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

James  M.  Erret,  on  a farm. 

Cora  J.  Babbitt,  with  her  mother. 

Elmer  Miller,  on  a farm. 

James  S.  S.  Potter,  superintendent  of  broom  shop,  in  school. 
Belle  Lucas,  with  her  aunt,  Washington  county,  Pa. 

Robert  Temple,  in  glass  factory. 

John  W.  Zane,at  home. 

Oliver  T.  Board,  on  a farm. 

Eliza  Robinson,  domestic  service. 

Alice  Rigger,  domestic  service. 

Ada  Horner,  at  home. 

.lesse  Hays,  on  a farm. 

Kate  Glasgow,  at  home. 


WHITE  HALL. 

John  E.  Hughes,  preparing  to  teach,  Bedford,  Pa. 
Benjamin  F.  Zerbe,  farming,  Dalmatia,  Pa. 
William  J.  Dwj’er,  baker,  York,  Pa. 

Charles  C.  Nelson,  milling,  Bedford  county.  Pa. 
Jacob  E.  E.  Shultz,  farming,  Adams  county.  Pa. 
George  E.  Buddinger,  laborer,  Sollodaysburg,  Pa. 
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Sarah  A.  Prosser,  ^vitli  her  mother,  Harrishuro-,  Pa. 

George  P].  A.  Leiitz,  baker,  Lattiniore,  Adams  countj",  I’a. 

Roy  McCullough,  telegrapher,  Clearfield,  I’a. 

George  R.  Pfissel,  farming,  Iowa. 

Charles  Koppenhatfer,  farming,  Nebraska. 

James  A.  Leedy,  laborer,  INIarysville,  Pa. 

Caroline  Yeatter,  at  home,  Rurnt  Cabins,  Pa. 

John  C.  Render,  farmer,  Shepherdstown,  Pa. 

James  C.  ISIahaney,  cigar  maker,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Claretta  S.  Rryan,  with  her  mother,  Dudle}',  Pa. 

Ann  1).  Mull,  domestic  seiA’ice,  Mann’s  Choice,  Pa. 

Mary  E.  Plelfrick,  domestic  seiA'ice,  Shady  Grove,  Pa. 

Katie  PI.  L.  Diener,  with  her  mother,  Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Miller  S.  Smith,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Sarah  M.  Riggart,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Millersville. 
Joshua  Chapman,  farming,  Rossville,  Pa. 

Marian  S.  Hippie,  witli  her  uncle.  New  Rloomfield,  Pa. 

Anna  L.  Smith,  at  home,  Lykens,  Pa. 

Diana  Conrad,  i)reparing  to  teach,  lilliotsburg.  Pa. 

Richard  D.  C.  Rrown,  at  home,  Redford,  Pa. 

P’ernando  D.  Eisenhower,  blacksmithing.  Camp  Hill,  Pa. 

Jesse  PI.  Robbins,  lumbering,  Clearfield  county.  Pa. 

Charles  0.  Lawyer,  farming,  Sherman,  N.  Y. 

Clara  E.  Plounstine,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Millersville,  Pa. 
Julianna  PVheeling,  domestic  service,  Rroad  Top,  Pa. 

Theodore  PI.  Rairejy  with  his  mother,  York,  Pa. 

Alexander  M’alton,  in  Nebraska. 

Jacob  ^Veir,  farming  with  his  uncle,  ISIount  Wolf,  Pa. 

Josiah  L.  M.  Raird,  attending  school,  Clearfield,  Pa. 

Rebecca  Stanley,  attending  scliool,  Lewisberry,  Pa. 

'William  W.  Chrismore,  laborer,  Northumberland,  Pa. 

'William  J.  Harrison,  went  west  with  his  mother. 

Sherman  Mansberger,  learning  cigar  making.  Mount  Rock,  Pa. 

Leah  A.  Reitz,  at  home,  Pleasantville,  Pa. 

Mary  A.  Test,  with  her  mother,  Goldsboro’,  Pa. 

Johnson  1.  Kerr,  farming.  Perry  county.  Pa. 

John  H.  E.  Raker,  laborer.  Falling  Springs,  Pa. 

Laura  A.  Grubb,  with  lier  mother,  Everett,  I’a. 

IMary  A.  Cunningham,  with  Judge  "Whitmer,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Elivilda  Nickey,  with  her  guardian,  Plainfield,  Pa. 

Mary  PI.  Clark,  with  lier  guardian,  Newberry,  Pa. 

Rose  Aikens,  dtnnestic  service,  Altoona,  Pa. 

John  ^V.  IMullen,  attending  school,  Pottsgrove,  Pa. 

Peter  A.  Decker,  tanner,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Daniel  PI.  Stevens,  farming,  Dillsburg,  Pa. 
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John  C.  Sehadclle,  farming,  Lewisburg,  Pa. 
William  Ponibaugh,  barber,  Mechanicsbnrg,  Pa. 
Andrew  Fiekes,  with  his  mother,  Newville,  Pa. 


LOYSVILLE  ORPHAl«  HOME. 

William  F.  Coxey,  Avith  his  guardian,  Belh’ille,  Pa. 

Elmer  Newkirk,  teaching,  NeAvport,  Pa. 

John  W.  Kiester,  teaching.  Lock  IlaA^en. 

William  A.  Chestnut,  laborer,  PeriysAulle,  Pa. 

Jonathan  M.  Davis,  with  his  mother.  Sinking  Yalley,  Pa. 
Charles  Oxenford,  with  his  mother,  Loysville,  Pa. 

Samuel  E.  Hess,  Avith  his  guardian.  MarklesAulle,  Pa. 
William  H.  Hooper,  with  his  mother,  Mapleton,  Pa. 
Anna  A.  Moj  er,  with  her  mother,  Mifflinburg,  Pa. 


ST.  PAUL’S  ORPHAN  HOME 

Samuel  E.  Barnes,  GrandvieAv,  Ohio. 

Harry  G.  Ernest,  Delmont,  Pa. 

Wallace  Campbell,  GeorgetoAvn,  Pa. 

Martha  Speer,  Clintonville,  Pa.  • 

AVilliam  0.  Mehrton,  Butler,  Pa. 
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II.  FORM  FOR  ORPHAN  SCHOOLS. 


(Class  No.  1.) 


APPLICATION  FOR  AD.MISSION. 

To  J.  P.  AVickersham,  Su2)erintendent  of  Destitute  Orphans  of  Deceased 
Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania; 


I,  as do  hereby  apply  for  an  order  for  . 

education  and  maintenance,  in  accordance  witli  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
entitled  “An  act  authorizing  the  Grovernor  to  accept  the  donation  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,”  approved  the  6th  day  of  Maj^,  1864, 
and  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  orphans 
of  the  deceased  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  State,  approved  March  22 
A.  D.  1865;  and  on  condition  of  the  granting  of  said  order,  and  in  con- 
sideration of  the  education  and  maintenance  of  the  orphan  above  named, 
according  to  the  plan  adopted  for  carrying  said  acts  into  effect,  I do 
hereby  resign  and  transfer  to  said  Superintendent,  and  to  his  successors 
in  otlice,  the  custody,  care,  and  control  of  said  orphan,  for  said  purpose, 
till  ....  arrival  at  the  full  age  of  sixteen  years,  with  the  full  right  to 
l>ut  or  bind  . . . out  on  . . . arrival  at  said  age,  for  such  employment  or 
trade,  to  such  emploj  er  or  master,  and  during  such  term  as  said  Super- 
intendent shall  then  select,  with  the  written  assent  of  said  orphan  and 
myself. 

In  furtherance  whereof,  I hereto  append  the  following  statement  of  facts 
in  relation  to  said  orphan,  with  my  signature  and  affidavit  thereto. 

* 


Witness  present : f 


I 

i • 


. . . P.  0., 

County,  Pa. 


Statement. 

The  above  named was  born  on  the day  of 

eighteen  hundred  . . . . ; now  resides  in  ...  . common 

school  district, county.  Pa. ; is  the  . . . of  . . 

and is  in  destitute  circumstances,  being  dependent  for 

support  on The  father  of  this 

orphan  was  an  actual  resident  of in  tliis 


State,  wdiere,  in  the  montli  of 186 


he 


into 


5 
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the regiment and  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  at  ...  . in on  the  . . . day  of 

,186  , being  then  in  rank  a 

The  said  father  was  of  the denomination  in  religion, 

and  the  snbscrilier  accordingly  desires  that  his  orphan  shall  be  trained  up 
in  the  same  creed  and  observances. 


Pa.,  ss: 

Personallj^  appeared  before  me, in  and  for  said  county, 

the  above  subscribed , who  being  duly  . . . does  say 

that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  statement  are  true  to  the  liest  of 
. . knowledge  and  belief.  In  testimony  whereof,  1 have  hereto  set  my 
hand  and  seal,  this  ....  day  of , 187  . 

[SEAL.] 


Certificate  by  School  Directors. 


Common  School  District, 

county y Pa. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  foregoing  application  and  statement  were 
duly  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  of  the  above  named  district,  and 
having  been  carefully  examined  are  found  to  lie  true  and  correct,  so  far  as 
the  facts  are  known  to  this  board.  The  orphan  therein  named  is  accord- 
ingly recommended  as  a proper  person  for  education  and  maintenance, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  on  the  subject. 

Signed  and  attested,  by  order  of  the  board,  this  . . day  of  ...  187  . 

. . President. 


Secretary. 


Note — If  the  mother  has  re-married,  this  application  must  be  executed  by  a guar- 
dian. 

* The  motlier  or  guardian  must  sign  at  both  the.se  places. 

t Two,  if  mark  is  made. 

t If  the  father  died  after  being  discharged,  the  certificate  of  a regular  physician,  cer- 
tifying under  oath  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  father  died  of  a disease  contracted  in  the 
service,  must  accompany  the  application. 


(Class  No.  2.) 

APFLU’ATJO.V  FOR  AI)>Il!?SIOX. 

To  J.  P.  WicivERSHAM,  Superintendent  of  Destitute  Orphans  of  Deceased 
Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Sir  : I,  as  the  father  of do  hereby  apply 

for  an  order  for  . . . education  and  maintenance,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act  entitled  ‘‘An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ac- 
cept the  donation  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,”  approved  the 
6th  day  of  May,  1864,  and  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  destitute  orphans  of  the  deceased  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  State. 
5 Sol.  Orp. 
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approved  March  22,  A.  P.  18G5,  and  its  supplements  ; and  on  condition  of 
the  granting  of  said  order,  and  in  consideration  of  the  education  and 
maintenance  of  the  child  above  named,  according  to  the  plan  adopted  for 
carrying  said  acts  into  effect,  I do  hereby  resign  and  transfer  to  said  Sn- 
perintendent,  and  to  his  successors  in  otlice,  the  custody,  care,  and  control 
of  said  child,  for  said  imrpose,  till  . . . arrival  at  the  full  age  of  sixteen 
years,  v ith  the  full  right  to  pat  or  bind  . . . out  on  . . . arrival  at  said 
age,  for  such  employment  or  trade,  to  such  employer  or  master,  and  during 
such  term,  as  said  Superintendent  shall  then  select,  with  the  written  assent 
of  said  child  and  nyyself. 

In  furtherance  whereof,  I hereunto  append  the  folloAving  statement  of 
facts  in  relation  to  said  child,  wdth  my  signature  and  affidavit  thereto. 

Witness  present : | * 

I P-0., 

i County,  Pa. 

statement. 

My  son, , was  born  on  the  ....  day  of 

eighteen  hundred  and ; he  now  resides  with  me 

in common  school  district, county, 

I’ennsylvania. 

In  consequence  of 

t (Here  state  fully  the  character  of  wounds  or  sickness,  and  extent  of  disability.) 


I am  now  in  destitute  circumstances,  and  am  unable  to  afford  the  said 

proper  education  and  maintenance. 

I was  an  actual  resident  of county,  in  this  State,  where, 

in  the  month  ot  ...  . ,186,1  enlisted  into  company  .... 

regiment,  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  by  reason  of 
(Here  state  fully  the  cause  of  your  discliarge  from  the  service.) 

was  honoralily  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  at 


on  the  ....  day  of , 186  , being  at  the 

time  in  rank  a 

I would  further  state  that  I am  of  the denomination  in 


religion,  and  accordingly  desire  that  this  child  shall  be  trained  up  in  the 
same  creed  and  observances.  \ 

Pa.,  ss; 

Personally  appeai’ed  before  me, in  and  for  said 

county,  the  above  subscribed , w'ho  being  duly 

does  say,  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  statement 

are  true,  to  the  best  of  . . . knowledge  and  belief.  In  testimony  where- 
of, I have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  ....  day  of  ....  181 

[seal.] 
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Physician's  Certiflcate. 

I,  the  undersigned,  a practicing  physician  in  the  above  named  common 
school  district,  hereby  certify  that  1 liaAe  carefully  examined  the  said 

, and  find  the  extent  of  the  disability  as  described  in 

the  foregoing  statement. 

O O 


Certificate  by  School  Directors. 


Common  School  District, 

County^  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  hereby  certified,  that  the  foregoing  application  and  statement  'U'ere 
duly  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  of  the  above  named  district,  and 
having  been  carefully  examined,  are  found  to  be  true  and  correct,  so  far 
as  the  facts  are  kno-nui  to  this  board.  The  child  therein  named  is  accord- 
ingly recommended  as  a proper  person  for  education  and  maintenance 
under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  on  the  subject. 

Signed  and  attested,  by  order  of  the  board,  this  . day  of  . . ,187 

President. 


, Secretary. 


* Sign  your  name  at  both  places, 
t Two,  if  mark  is  made. 

f State  fully  the  character  of  the  sickness,  the  nature  of  the  wounds,  or  extent  of 
disability. 


APPLICATION  FOR  A DISCHARGE. 

To  J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM,  Superintendent ; 

Sir  : I,  the  . . , of , do  hereby  make  application  for 

h discharge  from  the  custody,  care,  and  control  which  you  now  possess 
by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  “An  act  to  provide  for  the  continuance  of 
the  education  and  maintenance  of  the  destitute  orphans  of  the  deceased 
soldiers  and  sailors,  and  the  destitute  children  of  permanently  disabled 
soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  State,'’  approved  April  9,  1867,  in  furtherance 
whereof,  I hereto  append  the  following  statement  of  facts,  with  signature 
and  affidavit  thereto  ; 

Statement. 

The  aliove  named was  born  on  the  . . day  of  . . . , 18  , 

and  was  a resident  of county.  State  of  Pennsylvania,  where 

application  for  admission  to  school  was  made,  and  is  at  this  time  a pupil 
in  the ..... 

And  I further  declare  that  my  reasons  for  asking  for  the  discharge  of 
said  child,  are 

And  further,  that  I now  have  in  my  possession  ample  means  for  h . . 
education  and  maintenance. 

....  and  subscribed  before  me,x 
this  . . . day  of  . . . . , 187  . - 

) 


. . P.  0., 

County.,  Pa. 
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Certillcate  by  School  Directors. 


Common  School  District, 

County,  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  hereby  certified,  that  the  foregoing  application  and  statement  were 
duly  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  of  the  above  named  district,  and 
having  been  carefully  examined,  are  found  to  be  true  and  correct,  as  far  as 
the  facts  are  known  to  this  board.  The  orphan  therein  named  is  accord- 
ingl}"  recommended  for  discharge,  under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  on  the 
subject. 

Signed  and  attested,  by  order  of  the  board,  this  . . day  of  . . 181  . 

President. 


Secretary. 


FORM  OF  AFFIDAVIT. 


Pennsylvania,  j ^ 

Personall}^  appeared  before  me,  of 

who,  being according 


to  law,  doth  depose  and  say  that  the  annexed  bill  is  correct,  and  that  the 
prices  charged  are  those  agreed  upon  by  contract  with  the  State,  and  no 
more;  that  no  commission,  abatement,  or  allowance  has  been  or  is  to  be 
made  to  any  party  to  the  contract ; that  the  children  charged  for,  were  ac- 
tually present  and  in  school  during  the  time  charged  for,  except  when 
absent  at  regular  vacations,  on  ph3"sician’s  certificate  of  disability,  without 
leave  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  of  which  absence  the  State  Superintendent 
has  been  duly  informed,  or  by  order  of  the  State  Superintendent ; and  that 
when  absent  without  leave  they  were  returned  at  the  expense  of  the  insti- 
tution in  the  shortest  possible  time ; and  that  the  Superintendent  of  Sol- 
diers’ Orphan  Schools  has  no  pecuniary  interest  in  the  Soldiers’  Orphan 
School  of  -svhich  I am  the  principal  or  manager,  for  the  period  covered  by 
the  annexed  account  against  the  State ; and  further  deponent  saith  not. 

and  subscribed  before  me,) 

this day  of 18  ) 


•\ 


FORM  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  ADMISSION  TO  A NORMAL  SCHOOL.  No.  1. 

J.  P.  WlCKERSIIAM, 

Superintendent  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  : 

Sir  : I,  . . . ...  . having  been  honorably  discharged 

,181  , from  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  School  at  

at  tlie  age  of  sixteen  vears,  and  desiring  to  become  a teacher 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  op  Soldiers’  Orphans.  G9 

in  the  common  schools  of  the  State,  hereby  make  application  for  admission 

into  the  State  Normal  School  at Fa., 

under  the  provisions  made  by  law  for  that  purpose.  If  admitted,  I pledge 
mj-self  to  obey  the  regulations  of  the  school,  and  to  pursue  my  studies  with 
diligence. 


181  . 


RecommeDdatioii. 

The  undersigned,  principal  of  the  Soldiers’  Orplian  School  at 

, hereby  recommends , 

whose  post-oflice  address  is , for  admission 

into  a State  Normal  School,  believing  that  ....  disposition  and  talents 
specially  fit  ...  . for  a teacher. 


Principal. 


FORM  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  ADMISSION  TO  A NORMAL  SCHOOL,  No.  3. 

To  J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools: 

Sir:  I, whose  post-office  address  is 

, having  attended  the  State  Normal  School 

under  your  order,  for  the  term  of 

weeks,  ending 187  , hereb}'  make 

application  for  admission  during  a second  term. 


187 


Recommendation. 

The  undersigned,  principal  of  the  State  Normal  School 

hereby  certifies  that 

was,  while  under  his  charge,  diligent  in  study 

and  correct  in  deportment ; and  that possesses  those  natural 

and  acquired  qualifications  which  in  a special  manner  fit for  a 

teacher. 


187 


Principal. 


70 


Annual  Kelort  of  tue 


[No.  5, 


To 


ORDER  OF  AOMli^SION  TO  A NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

. . . . , Principal  of  State  Normal  School  : 


Pa. 


Please  admit , a soldiers’  orphan,  into  your 

school,  to  he  hoarded,  instructed,  and  furnished  with  text-books,  according 
to  contract,  for  one  3’ear  from  date  of  entrance,  unless  removed  by  my  order. 
As  soon  as  the  orplian  shall  have  been  admitted,  you  will  be  kind  enough 
to  inform  me,  by  letter,  stating  the  date  of  admission. 

The  design  of  sending  this  orphan  to  a normal  school  is,  that  . . 
may  be  full}"  prepared  to  teach  in  the  common  schools  of  the  State ; and 
you  will  therefore  adopt  such  a course  of  study  and  discipline  for  . . . 
as  in  your  judgment  will  best  conduce  to  that  end. 

Yours,  respectfully. 


Harrisburg,  Pa, 


187 


Superintendent. 


DIPLOMA  FOR  SOLDIERS’  ORPHANS. 

The  following  is  the  form  adopted  for  diplomas  to  soldiers’  orphans. 


state  Siqycrintendent. 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers'  Orphans. 
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\ 


(Form  No.  1. ) 

\ORMAL  SCHOOL  REPORT  A\l)  RECEIPT  0\  ACCOUNT. 

State  Normal  School, 

, Pa.,  . . . . 18  . 

J.  P.  WiCKERSIIAM, 

Hu2:)erintendent  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools. 

Sir  : The  follow  ing  soldiers’  orplians  were  admitted  into  this  school,  by 

jmnr  order,  for  the  term  beginning , 187  , at  the  dates  set 

o^iposite  their  names,  respectively,  and  are  being  instructed  and  cared  for, 
as  provided  by  law,  and  by  contract  Mdth  jmur  Department : 


Principal. 

Receipt. 

Deceived, , 187  , of  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Superin- 
tendent of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools,  the  sum  of  . . . on  account, 

being  an  advance  payment  of  one  half  the  amount  charged  for  the  term, 
at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  ($3  00)  per  week,  for  the  tuition,  boarding,  and 
text-books  furnished  the  soldiers’  orphans  above  named,  under  the  pro" 
visions  of  an  act,  approved ,187. 


Principal. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers'  Orphans. 
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(Form  No.  2. ) 

■NORMAL  SCHOOL  REPORT  AM)  RECEIPT  l.\  FULL. 

State  Xorm.vl  School, 
Pa.,  187  . 

J.  P.  Wickersham, 

Superintendent  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools: 

Sir  : The  folloiving  is  the  accoont  of  the  soldiers’  orplians  ivho  have  at- 
tended this  school  by  your  order,  during  the  term  ending  ....  187 


No. 

Name. 

Date  of 
Entrance. 

Date  of 
Leaving. 

No.  of 
weeks. 

Amount  cliarged 
per  week. 

Total. 

Dolls. 

Cts, 

Dolls. 

Cts. 

Total  amount,  . $ 

Deceived  on  account, 

Amount  due, 


Receipt. 

Deceived  , 187  , of  J.  P.  AVickersham,  Superin- 
tendent of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools,  the  sum  of in  full  for 

the  tuition,  boarding,  and  text-books  furnished  the  soldiers’  orphans  above 
named,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act.  approved 187 


Principal. 
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FORM  OF  PHYSICIAN’S  STATEMENT. 

(Form  No.  1.) 

To  be  executed  in  Case  tlie  Father  is  deceased. 

I am  a physician  in  regular  practice,  and  now  reside  at 

county,  Pa.  I attended  professionally  the  late 

the  father  of 

in  his  late  illness,  and  for previously;  and  I hereby  certify 

that  he  died 187  , of 

a disease  which  the  following  circumstances  prove  that  he  contracted 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion. 

[ Here  give  the  fullest  possible  history  of  the  case,  stating  in  particular  whether  the  deceased  was 
atllicted  with  the  disease  of  which  he  died  while  in  the  army,  whether  he  was  ever  in  a hospital  on  its 
account,  whether  it  was  the  cause  of  his  discharge,  and  continued  to  afflict  him  continually  or  at  in- 
tervals to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  whether  he  drew  a pension.] 


M.  D. 

0 

. . . , Pa.,  ss  ; 

Personally  appeared  before  me, in  and  for  said  county, 

the  above  subscribed , a physician  in  good  standing,  who 

being  duly  does  say  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing 

statement  are  true,  to  the  best  of  . . . knowledge  and  belief. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I ha^m  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  .... 
day  of . . ...  187  . 

[seal.] 

Note.— Only  one  of  this  form  need  be  executed  in  a family  of  children. 


(Form  No.  2. ) 

To  be  executed  in  Ca^ae  the  Father  is  sick  or  disabled. 

I am  a physician  in  regular  practice,  and  now  reside  at 

county.  Pa.  I have  made 187  , a careful 

professional  examination  of , and  find  his  sickness  or 

disability  to  be  as  follows  : 

[ Here  state  fully  the  character  of  woun<ls  or  sickness,  and  extent  of  disability.] 


I further  certify  that  the  sickness  or  disability  of  the  said 

was  caused  while  in  tlie  service  of  the  United  States,  or 

in  consequence  of  that  service. 

M.  D. 


Pa.,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me, in  and  for  the  said  county, 

the  above  subscribed  . . ....  , a pliysician  in  good  standing,  who, 

being  duly  . . . , does  say  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  state- 
ment are  true  to  the  best  of  . . knowledge  and  belief. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  .... 
day  of , 187  . 

[seal.] 

Note. — Only  one  of  this  form  need  be  executed  for  a family  of  children. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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III.  EEPOKTS. 


WEEKLY  RERORT. 


Soldiers’  Orphan 

To  J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  : 

Sir  : The  following  report  is  submitted  for  the  week  ending 


187  . 


. , 18t  • 


Number  on  roll  as  per  last  report, 
Number  admitted  on  order,  . . . 


Number  admitted  on  transfer, 


Total, 

Number  discharged  on  age. 


Number  discharged  on  order. 


Number  discharged  on  transfer. 


Deaths, 

Total  on  roll,  . . 
Number  absent  with  leave. 


Number  absent  without  leave. 


Number  present,  males,  . . ; females,  . . . ; total,  . . 


Note.—  The  blanks  to  be  tilled  in  all  cases  with  names  and  dates. 


Principal. 
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QUARTERLY  REPORT. 

Soldiers’  Orphan 


187  . 


To  J.  P.  WlCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools: 

Sir  ; The  folloiving  report  is  submitted  for  the  quarter  ending  . . 18t  : 


I.  Statistical  Summary. 

Number  admitted  from  commencement  on  order, 

Number  admitted  from  commencement  on  transfer,  . . . . 

Total,  

Number  discharged  from  commencement  on  age, 

Number  discharged  from  commencement  on  transfer,  . . . 
Number  discharged  from  commencement  on  order,  . . . . 
Deaths, 

Total, 

Number  remaining  on  roll,  .....  187 

II.  Quarterly  Report. 

Number  on  roll  as  per  last  quarterly  report, 

Number  admitted  on  order, 

N umber  admitted  on  transfer, 

Total, 

Number  discharged  on  age, 

Number  discharged  on  order, 

Number  discharged  on  transfer,  . . 

Deaths, 

Number  remaining  on  roll, 187 

Number  absent  with  leave, 

Number  absent  wdthout  leave, 

Number  present,  males,  . . . ; females,  . . . ; total,  . . . 


Note. — Accompanying  this  report  there  must  be  sent,  on  sheets  the  same  size  as 
this  form,  a report  from  the  physician  of  tlie  institution,  and  lists  as  follows : 

1.  List  of  cliildren  discharged,  with  dates  and  causes. 

2.  List  of  cliildren  transferred,  with  dates. 

3.  List  of  deaths,  with  dates  and  diseases  causing  the  same. 

4.  List  of  children  admitted,  with  dates. 

5.  List  of  absentees,  with  the  date  of  leaving  school  and  returning,  and  cause  of 

absence. 

6.  List  of  teachers. 

7.  List  of  employes. 

8.  List  of  notable  visitors. 

The  Superintendent  will  also  be  thankful  for  any  additional  information  that  may  be 
calculated  to  increase  his  knowledge  of  the  condition  and  working  of  the  institution. 

, Principal. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers'  Orphans. 
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REPORT  OF  OUT-OOOR  RELIEF. 


187  . 

To  J.  P.  Wickersham, 

Superintendent  Orphan  Schools; 

Sir  ; I , ■ • trustee  of  . 

a soldiers’  orphan  child,  herelpv  present  the  following  report  for  the  past 
six  months  : 

Age  of  child, 

Whole  amount  of  mone}'  received  from  the  State  on  his  account,  . 

Amount  received  at  the  last  payment, 

IIow  the  last  amount  received  was  expended, 


How  the  child  has  been  employed  during  the  last  six  months. 


Leno'th  of  time  he  has  attended  school  during'  the  last  six  months, 


Tru 


tee. 


Received, 187  , of  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Super- 
intendent of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools dollars,  for  relief 

of a soldiers'  orphan  in  destitute  circum- 
stances, for  the  six  months  ending  187  . 


Trustee. 
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INSPECTION  REPORT. 


To  J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  Soldiers’’  Orphan  Schools: 
Sir  : The  following  is  the  report  of  my  inspection  of  the  . . 
made 187 


187 


Grounds, 

Extent, 

Condition  of  grounds  and  sur- 
roundings,   


liulIdiDgs. 


Condition  as  to  repair, 

^ , ('Culinary  dep’t.. 

Condition  as  to  1 , , 

-N  School-rooms, 

cleanlines:  (Donnitories, 

Adaptation  to  the  purpose,  . . . 


Furniture. 

General  condition  of  furniture,  . 
Condition  of  beds  and  bedding,  . 
Condition  of  tables  and  table  fur- 

tiire, 

Condition  of  school  furniture,  . . 

Children. 

Number  of  children  present,  , . . 
Condition  as  to  health,  . . . 
Condition  as  to  cleanliness,  . . 
Condition  as  to  morals,  .... 

Food. 

Condition  of  the  food,  . ... 


Clothing. 

Condition  as  to  quantity,  . . . . 
Condition  as  to  quality,  . . . . 


The  School. 


Number  of  teachers, 

Character  of  the  teaching,  . . . . 
Advancement  of  the  pupils,  . . . 
Discipline, 


Reading : 


No.  of  books  in 
librarjq  . . 
No.  of  periodi- 
cals taken,  . 


Industriai  Facilities. 

Number  of  emplo3’es,  .... 
Condition  of  the  indiis-  f Boys’, 
tries  : f Girls’, 


Moral  and  Religious  Advantages. 

Moral  and  religious  condition  of 
the  institution,  

The  Institution  as  a Whole. 

Condition  of  the  institution  as  a 
whole,  

Improvement  since  Previous  V’isit. 

Degree  of  progress  in  improve- 
ment,   


Miscellaneous  Remarks. 


Inspector  S.  0.  Schools. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Instructions  to  Inspectors. 

1.  Except  where  positive  results  are  required,  the  inspectors  will  fill  up 
the  blanks  with  the  numbers  1,  2,  .3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7,  meaning,  respectively, 
very  good,  good,  tolerably  good,  middling,  rather  poor , poor,  very  poor. 

2.  The  inspectors  are  directed  to  point  out,  on  the  spot,  to  the  author- 
ities of  the  several  institutions,  what  they  may  think  requires  amendment, 
and  insist  upon  the  needed  changes. 

3.  Details  which  cannot  be  properly  expressed  in  the  report,  should  he 
promptly  communicated  to  the  superintendent,  either  in  person  or  by 
letter. 
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ly.  OFFICIAL  CIRCULARS. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  No.  1. 

School  Department,  Orphan  Schools, 
Harrisburg,  June  1871. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes: 

B_y  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  approA’ed  Ma,y  27,  1871,  the  undersigned 
has  been  entrusted  ivith  the  supervision  of  the  soldiers’  orphans  of  the 
Commonwealth,  Avith  Avhom,  from  the  present  date,  all  official  business 
appertaining  thereto  must  be  transacted. 

While  this  delicate  trust  has  not  been  sought,  coming,  as  it  is  believed 
it  does,  vdth  the  good  Avill  of  all  concerned,  it  is  assumed  with  a full  sense 
of  its  importance,  and  the  most  sincere  desire  to  administer  it  in  such  a 
way  as  to  secure  the  orphans  of  onr  dead  heroes  the  greatest  measure  of 
good  possible  from  a benefaction,  vffiicli,  in  the  breadth  of  its  liberalit}^, 
has  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  this  or  any  other  country.  In  this  noble 
M'ork  I hope  to  have  the  active  and  earnest  cooperation  of  all  concerned 
in  the  management  of  the  trust,  and  the  sympath}''  of  the  public. 

The  immediate  attention  of  those  interested  is  asked  to  the  following 
special  directions : 

1.  All  clothing  for  the  pupils  in  the  several  institutions  will  hereafter 
be  furnished  by  the  principals  or  managers  of  the  same,  subject  as  to  its 
kind,  quality,  and  quantity,  to  the  control  of  the  Superintendent.  Ac- 
counts for  clothing,  when  presented  for  settlement,  must  be  accompanied 
by  sworn  statements  to  their  accuracy. 

2.  All  clothing  to  be  purchased  for  the  quarter  commencing  with  the 
date  hereof,  will  be  snbstantialR  the  same,  in  kind,  as  heretofore.  Such 
changes  as  it  shall  be  found  advisable  to  make,  Avill  be  made  known  in  time 
to  carry  them  into  effect  at  the  beginning  of  the  quarter,  commencing  Sep- 
tember next. 

3.  All  children  now  in  the  schools  over  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  all 
others,  as  soon  as  they  reach  that  age,  must  be  promptly  discharged.  No 
exception  can  be  made,  under  the  present  law,  in  favor  of  those  who  have 
been  in  the  schools  a less  time  than  two  jmars. 

4.  The  Amcation  for  the  present  year  Avill  commence  on  Friday,  July  28, 
and  continue  until  Friday,  September  8.  The  annual  examination  at  the 
seAmral  schools  Avill  take  place  during  the  two  or  three  weeks  preceding 
the  A’acation. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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5.  A meeting  of  principals,  managers,  inspectors,  and  others  interested 
in  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools  will  be  called  at  an  early  day  at  Harris- 
burg. 

6.  The  Superintendent  expects  to  be  able  to  visit  every  institution  in  the 
State  in  which  there  are  soldiers’  orphans  under  instruction  before  the 
coming  vacation.  Having  prepared,  in  1864,  at  the  recpiest  of  (Tovernor 
Curtin,  the  original  plan  for  the  education  and  maintenance  of  soldiers’ 
orphans,  after  which,  in  their  main  features,  all  subsequent  plans  have  been 
modeled,  he  feels  not  only  a formal  or  public,  but  a deep  personal  interest 
in  the  success  of  the  system,  and  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  promote  it. 

•T.  P.  WICKEPvSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  \o  2. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  June  27 1871. 

To  the  Principals  and  H.^anagers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes  ; 
The  present  school  year  will  end  on  Friday,  the  28th  of  July. 

The  annual  examinations  will  take  place  at  the  several  schools  and 
homes  during  the  two  or  three  weeks  preceding  that  date.  Each  exam- 
ination maj’  continue  as  many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  it  shall 
deem  advisable,  but  the  time  of  holding  the  examinations  must  be  made  to 
include  the  day  of  visitation  by  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  examinations  will  be  conducted  mainly  by  the  principals  or  super- 
intendents and  teachers  of  the  respective  schools  and  homes,  who,  at  their 
close,  will  report  to  this  department,  in  the  form  prescribed,  the  names  of 
the  pupils  in  the  different  grades,  and  in  each  class  of  the  same,  and  the 
relative  standing  of  each  pupil. 

For  the  purpose  of  witnessing,  to  the  greatest  practicable  extent,  the 
examinations,  and  learning  the  degree  of  faithfulness  with  which  the  work 
of  instruction  has  been  carried  on,  representatives  from  this  department 
will  be  present  at  the  several  institutions  on  certain  days,  as  follows  : 

The  Superintendent. 

At  Children's  Home,  Lancaster,  Monday  morning,  July  IT. 

At  Northern  Home,  Twentj’-third  and  Brown  streets,  Philadelphi  a,  Tues- 
day, July  18. 

At  Lincoln  Institution,  .308  South  Eleventh  street,  Philadelphia,  M^ednes- 
day,  July  19. 

At  Church  Home.  Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  July  19. 

At  Bridgewater,  Bucks  county,  Thursday,  July  20. 

At  Chester  Springs,  Chester  county,  Saturday,  July  22. 

At  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster  county,  Mondaj'  afternoon  and  evening,  July  24. 
6 Sol.  Orp. 
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While  in  Philadelphia,  the  Superintendent  ■v^dll  also  make  brief  visits  to 
the  other  institutions  in  which  there  are  soldiers’  orphans. 

Inspector,  Rev.  C.  Cornforth. 

At  P.  and  A.  Orphan  Asylum,  Allegheny  city,  Tuesday,  Julj"  18. 

At  IJniontown,  Fayette  count}",  Wednesday,  July  19. 

At  Episcopal  Church  Home,  Lawrenceville,  Thursday,  July  20. 

At  Home  for  Friendless,  Allegheny  city,  Tliursday,  July  20. 

At  Philipsburg,  Beaver  county,  Friday,  July  21. 

At  Dayton,  Armstrong  county,  Monday,  July  24. 

At  fiercer,  Mercer  county,  AVednesday,  July  26. 

At  Titusville,  Crawford  county,  Thursday,  July  21. 

At  Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  Friday,  July  28. 

.lames  L.  Paul,  Esq.,  Chief  Clerk  Orphans’  Schools. 

At  Andersonburg,  Perry  county,  Tuesday  July  25. 

At  Loysville,  Perry  county,  AA'ednesday,  July  26. 

At  York,  York  county,  Thursday,  July  27. 

Deputy  Superintendent  Houck. 

At  AAYmelsdorf,  Berks  county,  Monday,  July  24. 

At  AVhite  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

At  AVilkes-Barre,  Luzerne  county,  AAYdnesday,  July  26. 

At  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  Thursday,  July  27. 

Rev.  O.  H.  Miller,  School  Department. 

At  Cassville,  Huntingdon  county,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

At  AlcAlisterville,  Juniata  county,  Tliursday,  July  27. 

Samuel  Glenn,  County  Superintendent,  Butler  County. 

At  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

The  Superintendent  will  probably  attend  some  of  the  examinations  with 
Messrs.  Houck,  Miller,  and  Paul.  He  has  now  arranged  to  be  at  AA^hite 
Hall  and  McAllisterville. 

Airs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  will  be  present  at  a number  of  the 
examinations,  as  will  also,  it  is  hoped.  His  Excellency  Governor  Geary, 
and  the  several  members  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

It  is  hereby  recommended — • 

1st.  That  the  examinations  be  so  arranged  at  the  different  schools  and 
homes  as  to  close  on  the  day  the  State  authorities  have  appointed  to  be 
present. 

2d.  That  the  examination  be  public. 

3d.  That  superintendents,  directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools, 
members  of  superintending  committees,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges 
of  the  coirrts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  citizens  who  are  interested  in  the 
noble  work  of  educating  our  orphan  children,  of  the  proper  localities,  be 
specially  invited  to  attend  and  take  part  in  the  examination. 
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4th.  That  every  arrangemeut  be  made  beforehand  necessary  to  facilitate 
the  examinations. 

The  regnlations  heretofore  issued  from  this  Department  concerning  va- 
cation remain  in  force,  and  must  be  conformed  to  by  all  concerned. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

, Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  Ao.  3. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

11  ARRiSBURG,  August  1871. 

To  the  Princigoals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers’’  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes; 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  appropriation  bill  of  1811,  the  amounts 
alloved  the  several  institutions  for  the  education  and  maintenance,  in- 
cluding clothing,  of  soldiers’  orphan  children  for  the  present  year  are  as 
follows  ; 

To  the  institutions  named  below,  $150  will  be  allowed  for  each  child 
above  ten  j^ears  of  age,  and  $115  for  each  child  of  less  than  that  age,  viz  : 
Dayton,  Philipsburg,  White  Hall,  Uniontown,  Cassville,  McAlisterville, 
Mount  Jo}',  Harford,  Mansfield,  Titusville,  Chester  Springs,  Bridgwater, 
Emails,  Andersonburg,  Mercer,  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  and  Lincoln 
Institution. 

To  the  several  homes  and  asylums  that  have  never  received  any  appro- 
priations from  the  State,  $100  will  be  allowed  for  each  child  of  legal  age. 

To  the  several  homes  and  asylums  that  have  received  at  any  time 
appropriations  from  the  State,  $115  will  be  allowed  for  each  child  of  legal 
age. 

It  will  be  seen  upon  examination  that  these  allowances  are  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  act,  and  they  cannot  be  departed  from.  The  authorities 
of  the  several  institutions  must  govern  themselves  accordingly  in  making 
out  their  bills. 

A full  account  of  all  purchases  for  clothing  must  be  kept,  and  also  of 
all  clothing  issued  to  each  child,  but  these  accounts  need  not  be  presented 
to  this  department  for  settlement  until  near  the  close  of  the  year. 

No  bill  will  be  approved  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Auditor  Greneral 
for  payment  until  the  institution  presenting  it  has  on  file  all  reports  due 
the  department. 


J.  P.  MHCKERSHAM, 
Superintendent 
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OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  No.  4. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  September  15,  1871. 

To  the  Trustees  of  Soldiers'  Orijhans  receiving  partial  Out-Door  Relief : 

Your  attention  is  respectfall}^  called  to  the  following  information  and 
direcaons  for  managing  your  trust: 

1.  Under  the  appropriation  act  of  1871,  no  expense  for  orphan  children 
receiving  partial  out-door  relief,  incurred  prior  to  June  1,1871,  can  be  now 
paid  without  a special  future  appropriation.  Such  bills,  however,  remain- 
ing unsettled  by  the  late  administration,  may  be  sent  to  this  Department, 
where  they  will  be  filed  to  await  the  action  of  the  Legislature. 

2.  Payments  of  this  kind  will  be  made  hereafter  on  the  1st  of  Sejitem- 
ber  and  the  1st  of  March,  each  for  six  months,  the  first  six  months  ending 
December  1,  and  the  second  June  1. 

3.  Before  payments  are  made,  the  Department  will  require  the  blanks  in 
the  prescribed  form  of  report  to  be  lilled  up  and  forwarded,  accom23anied 
with  a recei^ited  bill  for  the  amount  agreed  u^jon. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCUL  VR,  No.  h. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  September  15,  1871. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes : 

Your  attention  is  resjiectfully  called  to  the  following  directions: 

I.  CLOTHING. 

1.  General  Rules  in  Regard  to  Clothing. — First,  the  clothing  for  the 
res2iec;ive  sexes  must  be  uniform  in  each  institution.  Second,  the  boys’ 
clothing  must  be  military  in  style.  Third,  the  clothing  must  be  seasona- 
ble, good  in  kind,  and  sufficient  in  quantity  for  Sunday  and  every  day 
wear  and  for  Aveekly  changes. 

2.  Kinds  of  Clothing. — In  the  matter  of  the  kinds  of  clothing,  much  is 
left  to  the  judgment  and  taste  of  the  authorities  of  the  different  schools 
and  homes ; but  they  are  expected  to  proA'^de  their  children  with  at  least 
one  suit  in  substantial  conformity  to  the  following  suggestions : 

For  BOYS,  a West  Point  gray  cadet  suit,  consisting  of  pants,  with  black 
stripes  down  the  sides;  jacket,  buttoned  to  the  neck,  American  Eagle  or 
Pennsyhmnia  State  buttons;  cap, gray, to  match  suit.  Ov,dark  navy  blue 
suit,  consisting  of  pants  and  jacket,  made  same  as  described  in  gray  suit 
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cap,  dark  blue,  to  match  suit.  Or,  dark  blue  jacket  and  light  Kersey  pants, 
made  in  militarv  style,  with  cap,  dark  blue,  to  match  suit. 

For  GIRLS,  in  winter,  a dress  of  Idack  alpaca-poplin,  trimmed  with  blue 
or  red  ; or  alpaca-poplin,  wine  color,  blue  or  plaid,  trimmed  with  same  ma- 
terial as  quillings  or  bands;  black  cloth  eoai! ; winter  hat.  in  summer,  a 
dress  of  white  drilling,  pink  calico,  gingham  or  delaine  ; straw  hat,  neatly 
trimmed,  and  summer  sacque. 

3.  Price  List  for  Making  Clothing  and  Mending  Shoes. — Until  further 
orders,  the  prices  allowed  for  making  clothing  and  mending  shoes  will  be 
as  follows  : 


FOR  GIRLS. 

FOR  BOYS. 

Sundav  dresses, 

. . 60  cents. 

Pants,  winter, 

65  cents. 

Everv-day  dresses, 

. 40 

a 

.Jackets,  winter, 

1 10 

i ( 

Cliennses, 

. . 15 

(( 

Pants,  summer,  lined,  .... 

40 

U 

Drawers 

. . 15 

ti 

Pants,  summer,  unlined,  . . . 

30 

U 

Aprons,  low, 

. . 8 

n 

.Jackets,  summer,  lined,  . . . 

.50 

Aprons,  with  bodies,  . . . . 

. . 16 

u 

.Jackets,  summer,  unliiied,  . . 

40 

U 

Skirts,  

. . 20 

( ( 

Shirts,  muslin, 

35 

Skirts,  with  bodies, 

. , 30 

u 

Shirts  woolen, 

30 

FOR 

MENDING  SHOES. 

For  pair  of  half-soles,  . . . 

For  each  patch,  

. . 7 cents 

For  pair  of  heel-taps,  . . . . 

. . 20 

a 

For  each  seam  sewed,  .... 

. . 3 

u 

For  each  toe-tap, 

. . 10 

u 

No  allowance  will  be  made  for  mending  clothing. 


4.  Mode  of  Keeping  Clothing  Accounts. — The  authorities  of  the  several 
schools  will  have  to  keep  two  clothing  accounts : First,  an  Invoice  Account, 
in  which  must  be  kept  the  amounts  paid  for  clothing,  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  clothing,  together  wi  h the  charges  made  for  making  clothing,  and 
mending  shoes.  Youchers  must  be  kept  corresponding  with  the  amounts 
paid  out.  These  amounts,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  must  equal  $25,  multi- 
plied by  the  average  number  of  children  in  the  institution  above  ten  years 
of  age,  plus  $19  16,  mul  iplied  by  the  average  number  of  children  below 
that  age.  Second,  an  Issue  Roll,  in  which  each  child  is  carefully  charged 
with  eveiy  article  issued  to  him,  and  all  the  shoe-mending  he  has  hail  done. 
The  issue  roll  must  show  that  the  average  value  of  the  clothing  and  mend- 
ing of  each  child  in  the  kistitution  above  ten  years  of  age,  for  the  year,  is 
$25  ; and  of  that  for  each  child  below  ten  years  of  age,  it  is  $19  16.  Of 
the  children  above  ten  years  of  age,  each  child  must  receive  at  least  twenty- 
one  dollars’  ($21)  worth  of  clothing;  and  of  those  below  ten  ycai’s,  each 
child  must  receive  at  least  sixteen  dollars’  ($16)  worth.  Co])ies  of  tlie  in- 
voice aceonnt  with  vouchers  and  bills,  and  of  the  issue  rolls,  must  be  for- 
warded to  the  Department  at  the  close  of  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 
These  need  not  be  in  duplicate. 

These  directions,  as  to  clothing,  except  so  far  as  the  general  rules  relat- 
ing to  it  and  the  kinds  suggested  are  concerned,  have  no  reference  to  the 
homes  which  receive  only  $100  and  $115  for  the  instruction  and  mainte- 
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nance  of  each  child.  In  their  case,  the  children  must  be  clothed  subject 
to  inspection,  and  no  special  accounts  for  clothing  need  be  kept  or  rendered. 

II.  RULES  RELATING  TO  CHARGES. 

1.  Children  discharged  or  transferred  maybe  charged  for  until  they  leave 
the  institution. 

2.  No  charge  can  be  allowed  for  children  until  they  actually  enter  the 
institution. 

3.  No  allowances  for  pay  can  be  made  for  children  entering  an  institu- 
tion without  orders. 

4.  Children  who  are  absent  more  than  thirty  days,  either  with  or  with- 
out leave,  except  at  the  regular  vacations,  are  not  to  be  charged  for  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  State  Superintendent. 

III.  FOOD. 

No  regular  lull  of  fare  will  be  prescribed.  All  the  schools  and  homes 
will  certaiidy  provide  food  for  their  children  that  is  proper  in  variety, 
healthy  in  kind,  and  sufficient  in  quantity,  and  nothing  more  is  desired. 

IV.  SLEEPING  APARTMENTS. 

Care  must  be  taken  that  the  sleeping  apartments  are  all  well  ventilated 
and  not  over-crowded.  The  beds  and  liedding  must  lie  clean  and  comfort- 
able. 

V.  INDUSTRIES. 

As  soon  as  possible  there  should  be  organized  in  all  the  schools  and 
homes  some  means  of  giving  systematic  emplojunent,  both  in  winter  and 
summer,  to  the  children  during  working  hours.  Mere  job  or  chore  work 
does  not  furnish  the  required  industrial  discipline.  The  work  done  will 
form  a feature  at  the  next  annual  examination. 

VI.  MILITARY  TACTICS. 

Drills  in  military  tactics  must  be  systematically  kept  up  in  all  the  insti- 
tutions where  there  are  boys  over  ten  years  of  age.  The  lioys  in  all  the 
schools  will  be  expected  to  be  proficient  in  the  “ School  of  the  Company  ” 
by  the  next  examination. 


VIT.  COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

The  branches  now  taught  in  the  different  grades  will  be  continued,  with 
the  addition  of  object  lessons  in  the  first  four  grades  and  grammar  in  the 
eighth  grade.  The  extent  to  which  each  branch  shall  be  studied  in  the 
several  grades  is  left  to  the  teachers.  Progress  will  be  measured  more  by 
the  proficiency  of  the  pupils  in  the  several  branches,  as  exhibited  to  the 
inspectors  and  at  the  examination,  than  by  the  number  of  books  or  parts 
of  books  they  have  passed  over.  Due  attention  should  be  given  to  vocal 
music,  the  writing  of  original  compositions,  and  drawing. 
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Tin.  INSTRUCTION. 

The  teachers  employed  should  he  skillful.  Special  attention  should  he 
paid  to  the  manner  of  teaching  the  younger  pupils.  Ahove  all,  the  chil- 
dren should  he  trained  morally.  They  should  live  in  a moral  atmosphere. 
The  example  of  nohle  Christian  lives  should  he  constantly  hefore  them. 
Every  day  should  witness  their  rising  to  a higher  moral  plane.  The  end 
that  should  he  kept  constantly  in  view  hy  all  connected  with  the  education 
of  these  soldiers’  orphans,  is  to  make  them,  not  so  much  good  scholars,  as 
good  citizens  and  good  men  and  women. 

I shall  expect  to  learn  very  soon,  that  a well  organized  Sahhath  school 
has  heen  established  in  connection  with  every  school  and  home  in  the  State, 
where  that  good  work  has  not  lieeu  already  done. 


IX.  REPORTS. 

The  Department  will  hereafter  require  reports  as  follows: 

1.  Weekly  and  quarterly  reports,  for  which  printed  forms  will  he  fur- 
nished. 

2.  An  annual  instruction  report,  similar  to  the  one  made  the  present 
year. 

3.  An  annual  report  in  writing^  giving  an  account  of  the  progress  and 
improvement  made  during  the  year,  and  the  sanitarv,  industrial,  educa- 
tional, and  moral  condition  of  the  institution,  together  with  the  history  of 
individual  children,  so  far  as  maj'  he  necessary,  to  show  the  character  of 
the  work  done,  and  any  additional  information  that  it  may  he  desiralile  to 
communicate.  Abstracts  of  these  reports  will  lie  printed  in  tlie  annual  re- 
port of  the  Department. 

All  reports  due  the  Department  from  any  institution,  must  he  on  tile  in 
the  form  required,  hefore  its  hills  are  approved. 

X.  CHILDREN  WHO  HAVE  LEFT  SCHOOL. 

The  authorities  of  the  ditferent  institutions,  are  enjoined  to  use  their 
best  efforts  to  obtain  suitable  employment  for  the  children  leaving  school 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  to  keep  iqi  a correspondence  wdth  them,  to"  bring 
them  hack  to  the  institution  at  stated  times;  in  short,  to  he  fathers  to  the 
fatherless, that  the  noblest  benefaction  ever  made  l\y  a Christian  State  may 
produce  its  richest  fruit. 

J.  P.  WICKERSIIAIM, 

Superintendent. 
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OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  No.  «. 

School  Department,  Orphan  Schools, 
Harrisburg,  March  li,  1872. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  the  Soldiers’’  Orphan  Schools: 

1.  Your  bills  for  the  current  quarter,  the  last  quarter  of  the  present 
school  year,  must  be  accompanied  with  the  required  clothing  accounts. 
These  M'ill  consist,  first,  of  an  invoice  account,  presenting  a full  detailed 
statement  of  all  purchases  of  clothing,  and  all  moneys  paid  out  or  charges 
made  on  account  of  clothing  during  the  year.  This  statement  should  be 
plainly  written  on  one  side  of  sheets  of  foolscaj)  paper.  An  inventory  of 
the  stock  on  hand  should  be  apjfended.  Second,  of  an  issue  roll,  in  which 
each  child  is  carefully  charged,  at  their  cost  prices,  with  the  articles  he  has 
received.  Forms  will  be  furnished  for  this  purpose.  In  this  connection, 
attention  is  called  to  paragraph  4,  of  Circular  No.  5. 

2.  The  annual  Avritten  and  instruction  reports  now  required  from 'each 
institution,  must  be  on  tile  here  by  the  first  of  August.  The  written  re- 
)iorts,  if  not  exceeding  in  length  three  iiages  of  the  report  of  the  Depart- 
ment, Avill  be  published  in  full.  These  reports  should  giim  brief  accounts 
of  the  progress  and  improvement  made  during  the  year,  and  the  sanitary, 
industrial,  educational,  and  moral  condition  of  each  institution,  and  any 
additional  information  that  may  be  deemed  desirable. 

3.  Each  school  will  be  expected  to  furnish,  ivich  the  reports  named  above, 
as  complete  a list  as  it  is  practicable  to  prepare,  of  all  children  who  have 
gone  from  it  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  stating  how  they  are  now  employed, 
ill  the  manner  of  the  partial  lists  contained  in  the  last  annual  report  of  this 
Department. 

4.  All  the  schools  will  be  visited  and  carefully  inspected  by  both  the 
inspectors  during  the  current  quarter,  and  no  further  bills  from  any  one 
will  be  paid,  unless  a paper,  signed  by  these  officers,  shall  be  placed  on  file, 
certifying  that  it  is  in  all  respects  in  a satisfactory  condition  ; or  in  the 
absence  of  such  paper,  unless  by  personal  inspection,  the  Superintendent  is 
convinced  that  the  institution  is  managed  in  accordance  wdth  the  require- 
meins  of  law  and  the  directions  of  this  Department. 

5.  A beautiful  diploma  for  the  “ Sixteeners  ’ is  now  being  engraved,  and 
it  is  expected  ivill  be  ready  for  delivery  in  a feiv  weeks. 

6.  The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  schools  will  take  place  this 
year  about  the  usual  time.  Details  will  be  made  known  in  another  circular. 

' J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Svperintendent. 
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OFFICIAL  ( IRCtLAR,  \u.  7. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers'  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  June  17^  1872. 

Tothe  Princijjals  and  Managen?  of  the  Soldier.f  Orphan  Schoolsand  Homes: 

Vacation  this  year  ivill  commence  on  Monday,  July  22,  and  condnue  till 
Monday,  September  2,  six  weeks. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  coiuinue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  Imt  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  the 
visitation  of  the  State  oflieers  named  beloiv. 

• The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper ; and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examination  in  the  louver  classes  to 
some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more  gen- 
eral examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  ijipuls  soon 
to  leave  the  institutions. 

The  reports  of  the  examinarions  will  be  made  out,  as  last  year,  by  the 
officers  of  the  several  schools  ami  homes,  and  forwarded  to  this  Deparcinent. 


Special  Examinations.  * 

The  inspectors,  Keverend  C.  Cornforth  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Hiitter,  will  hold 
a special  examination  at  the  Lincoln  Institution,  308  South  Eleven’ h street, 
Philadelphia,  on  Wednesday,  June  21. 


Examiiiatious  at  the  Homes. 

The  inspectors  will  also  visit  the  several  homes,  and  examine  the  pupils 
as  follows  : 

Catholic  Home,  Philadelphia,  Thursday,  June  21,  A.  M. 

St.  John's  Orphan  Asylum,  Philadelphia,  Thursday,  June  27,  p.  M. 
Industrial  School,  Philadelphia,  Friday,  June  28,  a.  m. 

Church  Home,  Philadelphia,  Friday,  June  28,  p.  m. 

Orphan  Home,  Germantown,  Saturday,  June  29,  A.  m. 

St.  Vincent  Asylum,  Tacony,  Saturday,  June  29,  p.  m. 

Lancaster  Home  and  St.  James’  Orphan  Asrlum,  Lancaster,  Monday, 
July  1. 

York  Home,  York,  Tuesday,  July  2,  a.  m. 

Pittsburgh  and  Alleglieny  Orphan  Asylum,  Allegheny,  MYdnesdav,  July  3. 
St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Friday,  July  5. 

Episcopal  Church  Home,  Pittsburgh,  Saturday,  Jul}'  6,  A.  m. 

Home  of  the  Friendless,  Allegheny,  Saturday,  July  6,  p.  m. 

The  Superintendent  will  be  at — 

Orphan  Home,  lYomelsdorf,  Friday,  July  5. 


90 


Annual  Report  of  the 


[No.  5, 


Examinations  at  the  Schools. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend — 

At  Andersonhurg,  Peny  county,  Wednesdaj^,  July  19. 

At  Loysville,  Perry  county,  Wednesday  evening  and  Thursday  morning, 
J idy  1 0 and  1 1 . 

At  Cassville,  Huntingdon  county,  Friday,  July  12. 

At  Philii)sl:)urg,  Beaver  county,  Wednesday,  July  11. 

At  IMereer,  Mercer  county,  Friday,  July  19. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  Uniontown,  Fayette  county,  Monday,  July  8. 

At  Dayton,  Armstrong  county,  AVednesday,  July  10. 

At  Titusville,  Crawford  county,  Friday,  July  12. 

At  Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  Tuesday,  July  16. 

At  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  Thursday,  July  18. 

At  AlTlkes-Barre  Home,  Friday,  July  19. 

At  AVliite  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  Saturday,  July  20. 

Deputy  State  Superintendent  Houck  will  attend — 

At  Chester  Springs,  Chester  county,  Tuesday,  July  16. 

At  Soldiers’  Orjihan  Institute,  Philadelphia,  AVednesday,  July  IT. 

At  Bridgewater,  Bucks  county,  Thursday,  July  18. 

At  Alount  Joy,  Lancaster  county,  Friday,  July  19. 

Mr.  J.  N.  Beistle,  of  the  School  Department,  will  attend — 

At  AIcAlisterville,  Juniata  county,  Thursday,  July  18. 

Several  county  superintendents  and  other  gentlemen  not  named,  will  take 
part  in  the  examinations. 

Airs.  F.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  will  attend  a number  of  the  examina- 
tions at  the  schools,  and  invitations  to  be  present  will  be  extended  to  His 
Excellency  Governor  Geary,  and  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a featui’e 
of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite  specially  the  presence  of  di- 
rectors and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  superintending  com- 
mittees, members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  courts,  clergymen,  editors, 
and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities  as  have  interested  them- 
selves in  the  Avork  of  educating  our  oiqdian  children. 

The  examinations  Avill  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable  at  nine,  A.  M., 
and  two,  p.  m.  Every  arrangement  should  be  made  beforehand,  to  pre- 
vent unnecessary  delay. 

The  regulations  for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  AVICKERSHAAI, 
Superintendent. 
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gPEUI  VL  CIRCULAR. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers'  Orphans. 

JI  ARRiSBURG,  Pa.,  2[ay  9,  1872. 


Principal  Soldiers'  Orphan  School  at ; 

Dear  Sir:  Under  an  act  of  the  recent  session  of  the  Leaislatnre,  T pro- 
pose to  place,  near  the  1st  of  September  next,  about  fifceen  soldiers' orphans 
of  proper  age  and  cpialifications,  in  the  State  Xormal  School,  M’i.h  the 
design  of  trainino-  them  for  teachers. 

Ml'  purpose  in  wridng,  is  to  ask  yon  to  make  this  fact  as  ividely  known 
among  those  who  are  or  have  been  pupils  at  your  school  as  may  be  iiracd- 
cable,  and  report  to  this  Department,  from  time  to  time,  the  names  of  such 
competent  persons  as  may  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
so  generously  oftered  them  by  the  State  of  premia  ring  for  a noble  t)rofes- 
sion.  All  names  sent  in  should  be  accom-panied  with  testimonials  of  schol- 
arship, character,  and  fitness. 

The  conditions  on  which  pupils  will  be  admitted  into  the  normal  schools 
on  this  foundation,  are  the  following : 

1.  The,y  must  be  over  sixteen  years  of  age. 

2.  All  their  expenses  for  boarding,  tuition,  and  text-books  will  be  paid. 
All}’  other  expenses  they  must  pay  for  themselves. 

3.  They  must  agree  to  remain  at  the  school  for  at  least  one  year. 

They  must  agree  to  be  directed  in  their  studies  by  the  faculty  of  the 
school  te  which  they  are  sent,  and  by  this  Department. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  F.  WICKERSHAM. 

Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  No.  8. 

Dep.artment  of  Schools,  Soldiers'  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  June  9,  1873. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes  : 

Vacation  this  year  will  commence  on  IMondav,  July  21,  and  continue 
till  tMonday,  September  1,  six  weeks. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  luit  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  the 
visitation  of  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper ; and  it  is  hereby 
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directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examination  in  the  lower  classes  to 
some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils 
soon  to  leave  the  institutions. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out,  as  last  year,  by  the 
ollicers  of  the  several  schools  and  homes,  and  forwarded  to  this  Depart- 
ment. 

Special  Examinations. 

Special  examinations  have  already  been  held  by  the  Superintendent  at 
the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute  and  the  Lincoln  Institution,  Philadelphia. 


Examinations  at  the  Homes. 

The  inspector  will  visit  the  several  homes,  and  examine  the  pupils,  as 
follows  : 

Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Orphan  Asylum,  Allegheny,  Monday,  June  16. 
St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Tuesday,  June  17. 

Home  of  the  Friendless,  Allegheny,  Wednesdaj^,  June  18,  A.  M. 

Episcopal  Church  Home,  Pittsburgh,  Wednesday,  June  18,  P.  m. 

York  Home,  York,  Friday,  June  20. 

Catholic  Home,  Philadelphia,  Monday,  June  23,  A.  M. 

St.  John’s  Oi'phan  Asylum,  Philadelphia,  Monda}",  June  23,  p.  M. 

Industrial  School,  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  June  24,  A.  M. 

Church  Home,  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  June  24,  p.  M. 

Orphan  Home,  Germantown,  "Wednesday,  June  25,  A.  m. 

St.  Yincent  Asylum,  Tacony,  "VYednesday,  June  25,  p.  m. 

The  Superintendent  will  be  at  Lancaster  Home,  Lancaster,  Monday, 
J uly  7 , A.  M.  ' 

Depncy  Superintendent  Houck  will  be  at  Orphan  Home,  "Womelsdorf, 
Tuesday,  July  8,  A.  m. 

Examination  at  the  Schools. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend — 

At  Cliester  Springs,  Chester  county,  Tuesday,  July  8,  A.  m. 

At  Bridgewater,  Bucks  county,  \Vednesday,  July  9. 

At  Me Alisterville,  Juniata  county,  Friday,  July  11. 

At  "White  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  Tuesday,  July  15. 

At  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster  county,  Thursday,  July  17. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  Mercer,  Mercer  count}’,  Tuesday,  July  8. 

At  Titusville,  Crawford  county,  Wednesday,  July  9. 

At  Dayton,  Armstrong  county,  Friday,  July  11. 

At  Cassville,  Huntingdon  comity,  Tuesday,  July  15. 

At  Andersonburg,  Perry  county,  Thursday,  July  17. 

At  Loysville,  Perry  county,  Friday,  Jul}^  18. 

Professor  Robert  Curry,  Assistant  Deputy  Superintendent, will  attend — 
At  Philipsburg,  Beaver  county,  Tuesday,  July  15. 
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At  TJniontown,  Fayette  county,  Thursday,  July  It. 

Colonel  James  L.  Paul,  Chief  Clerk,  ivill  attend — - 
At  Wilkes-Barre  Home,  Luzerne  county,  Tuesday,  July  15,  a.  m. 

At  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  Wednesday',  July  16. 

At  Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  Friday,  July  18. 

Seyeral  county  superintendents  and  other  gentlemen  not  named  will  take 
part  in  the  examinations. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  will  attend  a number  of  the  examina- 
tions at  the  schools,  and  invitations  to  lie  present  will  be  extended  to  His 
Excellency,  Coyernor  Hartranft,  and  Colonel  Robert  B.  Beath,  commander 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
in  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  inspec- 
tion. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public  ; and  t lie  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite  specially  the  presence  of  direct- 
ors and  teachers  of  common  schools,  memliers  of  superintending  commit- 
tees, soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the  courts,  clergymen, 
editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities  as  have  interested 
themselves  in  the  work  of  educating  our  oi-phan  children. 

The  examinations  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicalile  at  nine,  a.  m., 
and  two,  p.  M.  Eveiy  arrangement  should  be  made  beforehand,  to  prevent 
unnecessary  delay. 

The  regulations  for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintenden  t. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  No.  9. 

Department  of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  April  8,  187^. 

To  the  Mothers^  Guardians,  and  Friends  of  the  Soldiers'  Orjjhans  of  the 

School  at  Cassville  : 

Herewith  you  will  receive  the  furlough  granted  the  children  placed  at 
your  request  in  the  school  at  Cassville.  The  school  has  been  closed  by 
legislative  authority,  and  it  has  been  thought  best  to  allow  the  cliildren 
who  have  been  attending  it,  the  privilege  of  visiting  their  homes  and  con- 
sulting with  their  friends  before  being  transferred  elsewhere.  The.Statc  will 
see  to  the  payment  of  the  cost  of  travel  in  making  the  visit,  for  all  who  re- 
port promptly  ni)on  receiving  the  order  of  transfer,  at  the  end  of  the  time 
for  which  the  furlough  is  granted. 

The  selection  of  schools  in  wdiich  these  orphans  may  receive  instruction 
for  the  remaining  years  until  they  shall  be  sixteen,  the  Superintendent  will 
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leave  to  your  o’ivn  choice,  if  expressed  within  two  weeks  after  the  receipt 
of  this  circular ; hut  if  you  neglect  to  mention  within  the  time  named,  a 
school  to  which  you  would  prefer  to  have  those  under  your  care  transferred, 
the  one  which  is  thought  the  most  convenient  or  suitable  will  be  designated 
here,  and  the  transfer  ordered. 

Enclosed  jmu  will  find  a copy  of  the  Orphan  School  Directoiy,  which 
will  furnish  any  needed  information  in  regard  to  the  location,  principal, 
and  mode  of  reaching  the  several  institutions  now  in  operation  as  orphan 
schools. 

The  Superintendent  expects  a ready  and  willing  compliance  with  his  di- 
rections by  all  concerned,  giving  in  retnrn  the  assurance  that  nothing  will 
be  left  undone  on  his  part  to  secure  the  future  welfare  of  the  children. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  UIRCLLAH,  No.  lO. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  June  3,  1874- 

To  the  Principals  aud  Managers  of  Soldiers’’  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes  : 

Vacation  this  year  will  commence  on  Monday,  July  20,  aud  continue  till 
Tuesday,  September  1,  six  weeks.  All  the  children  must  return  to  school 
promptly  at  the  end  of  the  vacation,  as  a reduction  will  hereafter  be  made 
in  the  case  of  those  who  remain  away  even  for  a short  time.  The  “ thirty 
day”  rule  will  no  longer  be  applied  to  this  class  of  absences. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  vis- 
itation by  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  tliem  as  they  may  deem  proper ; and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examination  in  the  lower  classes 
to  some  one  branch  of  instruction,  resendng  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils 
soon  to  leave  the  institution. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  as  they  were  last  year, 
by  the  officers  of  the  several  schools  and  homes,  and  forwarded  to  this  De- 
partment. 

Special  Examinations. 

Special  examinations  have  already  been  held  by  Inspector  Cornforth,  at 
the  Lincoln  institution.  Educational  Home  for  Boys,  Church  Home,  Cath- 
olic Home,  St.  John’s  Orphan  Asylum,  Industrial  School,  Germantown  Or- 
phan Home,  and  St.  Vincent  Asylum. 
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Annual  Examinations. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend — 

At  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  Tuesday,  July  T,  a.  m. 

At  Titusville,  Crawford  county,  Thursday,  July  9,  A.  m. 

At  Dayton,  Armstrong  conntjq  Friday,  July  10,  p.  m.,  and  a part  of  Sat- 
urday. 

At  Uniontown,  Fajmtte  county,  Monday',  July  13,  p.  m.,  and  a part  ol 
Tuesday. 

At  Philipshurg,  Beaver  county,  Wednesday,  July  15,  a.  m. 

At  Mercer,  Mercer  county,  Thursday,  Julj^  IG,  a.  m. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  York  Home,  York,  AVednesdajq  June  10,  A.  >i. 

At  Lancaster  Home,  Lancaster,  Tuesday,  June  IG,  A.  M. 

At  Womelsdorf  Home,  Womelsdorf,  Thursday,  June  18,  A.  'si. 

At  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Orphan  Asylum,  Wednesday,  June  24,  A.  M. 
At  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Thursday,  June  25,  p.  m. 

At  Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  Tuesdajy  July  1,  a.  m. 

At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Thursday,  July  9,  a.  m. 

At  Bridgewater,  Bucks  county,  Friday,  July  10,  a.  ji. 

At  Chester  Springs,  Chester  count}^  Saturday,  July  11,  a.  m. 

At  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster  county,  Monday,  July  13,  A.  M. 

At  White  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  Tuesdajq  July  14,  A.  M. 

At  McAlisterville,  Juniata  county,  AVednesday,  July  15,  A.  M. 

Deputy  State  Superintendent  Houck  will  attend — 

At  Andersonbnrg,  Perry  count}^  AA^ednesday,  July  15,  a.  m. 

At  Loysville,  Periy  county,  Thursday,  July  IG,  a.  m. 

Deputy  State  Superintendent  Curry  will  assist  the  Superintendent  at 
several  examinations  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  The  county  super- 
intendents of  the  counties  where  the  examinations  are  held  will  take  part 
in  them. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  wdll  be  present  at  a numlier  of  tlie 
examinations,  as  will  also,  it  is  hoped,  his  Excellency  Oovernor  Harcranft, 
and  members  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  lie  ready  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  xniblic  ; and  tire  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite,  specialljq  the  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  super- 
intending committees,  soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities 
as  have  interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  educating  our  orphan  children. 

The  examinations  in  the  forenoon  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable 
at  nine,  A.  m.,  and  those  in  the  afternoon  at  two,  p.  m.  Every  arrangement 
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should  be  made  beforehand  to  prevent  unnecessary  delay.  The  regulations 
for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIR(  CLAR,  No.  It. 

Department  of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  September  30,  187 Jf. 

To  the  Mothers,  Guardians,  and  Friends  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphans  of  the 

School  at  Titusville : 

The  Titusville  school  has  been  closed.  Another  orphan  school  may  be 
opened  at  Titusville,  or  the  children  recently  at  school  there  may  be  trans- 
ferred to  other  places.  In  case  of  transfer,  jmnr  wishes  in  respect  to  a 
school  will  be  consulted,  or  if  yon  have  no  choice  in  the  matter,  the  school 
deemed  most  suitable  or  convenient  will  be  selected.  The  children  will 
not  be  kept  out  of  school  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  make - 
arrangements  for  their  proper  accommodation.  As  soon  as  these  shall  be 
completed,  due  notice  will  be  given. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


OFFICI  VL  CIRCUL  AR,  No.  13. 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  June  12,  1875. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes  : 

Vacation  this  year  -will  commence  on  Fridaj^,  July  23,  and  continue  till 
Friday,  September  3,  six  weeks.  All  the  children  must  return  to  school 
pronip  ly  at  the  end  of  the  vacation,  as  a reduction  will  hereafter  be  made 
in  the  case  of  those  who  remain  away  even  for  a short  time.  The  “ thirty 
day  rule  ” null  no  longer  be  applied  to  this  class  of  absences. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  the 
visitation  of  the  State  officers  named  belowL 

The  State  officers,  ■when  present,  ■will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  ma}^  deem  proper;  and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examinations  in  the  lower  classes  to 
some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils 
soon  to  leave  the  institution. 
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The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out,  as  they  were  last  year, 
by  the  officers  of  the  several  schools  and  homes,  and  forwarded  to  this 
Department. 

i!9pecial  E :(amiiiations. 

Special  examinations  will  be  held  by  the  Inspectors  as  follows: 

At  Orphans'  Home,  Rochester,  Tuesday,  June  15,  P.  m. 

At  St.  Paul's  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Wednesday,  June  16,  a.  m. 

At  Children's  Home,  York,  Monday',  June  21,  a.  m. 

At  Children's  Home,  Lancaster,  Wednesday,  June  23,  a.  m. 

At  Orphans'  Home,  Germantown,  Thursday,  June  24,  a.  m. 

At  Church  Home,  Angora,  Thursday,  June  24,  p.  m. 

At  Industrial  School,  Philadelphia,  Friday,  June  25,  A.  m. 

At  Educational  Home  for  Boys,  Philadelphia,  June  25,  p.  m. 

At  St.  John's  Asylum,  Philadelphia,  Saturday,  June  26,  a.  m. 

At  St.  Yincent's  Asylum,  Tacony,  Saturday,  June  26,  p.  m. 

At  Catholic  Home,  Philadelphia,  Monday,  June  28,  P.  m. 

At  Lincoln  Institution,  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  June  29,  P.  M. 

At  Orphans'  Home,  Womelsdorf,  Friday,  Jidy  2,  a.  ji. 

Regular  Annual  Exaininationii. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend — 

At  Bridgewater,  Friday,  July  9,  a.  m. 

At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Saturday,  July  10,  a.  m. 

At  Mansfield,  Tuesday,  July  13,  a.  m. 

At  Chester  Springs,  Friday,  July  16,  A.  M. 

At  MTiite  Hall,  Tuesday,  July  20,  a.  m. 

At  McAlisterville,  Wednesday,  July  21,  a.  m. 

At  Mt.  Joy,  Thursday,  July  22,  a.  m. 

Inspector  Coruforth  will  attend — 

At  Andersonburg,  Tuesday,  July  6,  a.  m. 

At  Loysville,  Wednesday,  July  7,  a.  m. 

At  Harford,  Saturdai',  July  10,  a.  m. 

At  Mansfield,  Tuesday,  July  13,  a.  m. 

At  Mercer,  Thursdaj',  July  15,  a.  m. 

At  Philipsburg,  Friday,  July  16,  a.  m. 

At  Uniontown,  Monday,  July  19,  a.  m. 

At  Dayton,  Thursday,  July  22,  a.  m. 

Deputi’  State  Superintendents  Honck  and  Curry  will  assist  at  several 
examinations  in  ditferent  parts  of  the  State.  The  county  superintendents 
of  the  counties  were  the  examinations  are  held  will  take  part  in  them. 
Several  principals  of  State  Normal  Schools  have  promised  to  be  present. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  will  be  present  at  a numlier  of  the 
examinations,  as  will  also,  it  is  hoped.  His  Excellency,  Governor  Hartranft, 
and  members  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
7 Sol.  Orp. 
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of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copj'-hooks  should  be  ready  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  he,  as  heretofore,  public  ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite,  specially,  the  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  super- 
intending committees,  soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities 
as  have  interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  educating  our  orphan  children. 

The  examinations  in  the  forenoon  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable 
at  nine,  A.  m.,  and  those  in  the  afternoon  at  two,  p.  m.  Every  arrangement 
should  be  made  beforehand,  to  prevent  unnecessary  delay.  The  regulations 
for  vacation  Avill  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  Ao.  1,?. 

Department  of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  June  1876. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers’’  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes : 

Vacation  this  year  will  commence  on  Friday,  July  21,  and  continue  till 
Frida^y,  September  1,  six  iveeks.  The  time  any  cliild  is  absent  from  school 
after  the  end  of  vacation,  will  not  be  paid  for  by  the  State. 

Owing  to  tlieir  engagements  in  connection  with  the  Centennial  Exposi- 
tion, the  State  officers  do  not  expect,  as  is  their  general  custom,  to  be  pres- 
ent at  the  annual  examinations,  and  the  several  schools  and  homes  are  left 
at  liberty  to  make  their  own  arrangements  respecting  the  time  of  holding, 
and  the  manner  of  conducting  them.  They  are  all  advised,  however,  to 
have  a public  examination,  to  continue  at  least  one  day.  The  reports  of 
the  examinations  will  be  made  out  as  usual,  and  forwarded  promptly  to  the 
Department. 

Colonel  Cornforth,  at  his  inspection  for  the  present  quarter,  will  devote 
special  attention  to  the  work  of  the  school-room.  This,  together  with  the 
papers  prepared  for  the  Exposition,  will  furnish  the  Department  all  needed 
information  concerning  the  educational  progress  of  the  children. 

Owing  to  the  lieai^y  expense  the  project  is  found  to  involve,  the  contem- 
plated Ausit  of  all  the  orphan  children  in  a body  to  the  Centennial  Exposi- 
tion has  been  reluctantly  abandoned. 

The  regulations  for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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OFFICIAL  CIRI  l'LAR,  Xo.  14. 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  August  26,  1876. 

To  the  Mothers,  Guardians  and  Friends  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphans  of  the 

School  at  Philipsburg  ; 

As  the  hiiiklings  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  School  at  Philipshurg  liave 
been  destroyed  l\y  fire,  the  vacation  of  the  children  belonging  to  that  school 
is  herebj'  extended  for  four  weeks,  or  until  Friday,  September  29.  During 
this  time  arrangements  will  be  made  to  have  the  Philipsburg  children  ad- 
mitted into  schools  considered  the  most  accessible  and  suitable  for  them. 
Timely  notice  of  these  arrangements  will  be  given,  so  that  the  children  can 
report  promptly,  at  the  end  of  the  four  weeks,  at  the  schools  to  which  they 
maj’  be  assigned. 

J.  P.  WICKERSIIAM, 
Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  No.  15. 

Department  of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools, 

Harrisburg,  May  3,  1877. 

The  o.'pplications  for  the  admission  of  children  to  the  Soldiers'  Orphan 
Schools,  under  the  late  acts  of  the  Legislature,  come  to  the  Department  in 
great  numbers  illegal  in  form,  incomplete,  and  erroneous.  These  irregu- 
larities almost  always  lead  to  a tedious  and  soni‘'times  annoying  corre- 
spondence. Trouble  to  all  parties  concerned,  it  is  thought,  may  be  saved 
by  observing  the  following  directions  ; 

There  are  two  classes  ; 

I,  Where  the  Father  is  deceased.  In  this  case  it  must  be  shown  liy 
satisfactory  tesLimony  that  the  cause  of  the  father’s  death  can  be  traced 
directly  back  to  circLiinstances  connected  ivith  the  war — v'ounds,  disease, 
or  impared  constitution.  On  this  point  the  laiv  is  imperative.  The  line 
of  testimony  must  extend  back  from  the  time  of  death  to  the  cause  that 
produced  it  in  the  army,  and  statements  and  aflidavits  should  be  presented 
from  the  pliysicians  who  attended  him  at  any  time,  but  especially  from 
those  vdio  attended  him  vdiile  in  the  service,  directly  after  ha  left  the  ser- 
A'ice,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death.  These  statements  or  affidavits  should 
always  contain  the  grounds  or  reasons  for  the  opinions  expjressed.  Weight 
will  also  be  given  to  the  testimony  of  the  officers  under  Avhom  he  served, 
of  the  soldiers  who  knew  him,  or  of  responsible  citizens  acquainted  ivitli 
the  case. 

II.  Where  the  Father  is  still  living,  but  is  sick  or  disabled.  Here 
a competent  physician  must  make  a careful  professional  exam’nadon  of 
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of  the  case,  and  under  oath  or  affirmation,  state  the  character  of  the  dis- 
ease or  disability,  and  the  circninstances,  wliieh,  in  his  judgment  caused  it. 
If  thought  to  be  traceable  to  circninstances  connected  with  the  war,  the 
opinion  should  be  strengtliened  by  other  testimonj^  similar  to  that  required 
as  above,  when  the  father  is  deceased.  In  other  words,  the  application 
must  contain  evidence  showing  that  tlie  sickness  or  disability  was  caused 
by  the  war. 

In  all  applications  it  should  be  stated  whether  the  father  was  or  is  in  re- 
ceipt of  a pension.  If  not,  why  not ; and  if  so,  the  number  of  the  pension 
certificate  should  be  given.  The  law  requires  all  applications  to  be  approved 
l)y  the  proper  board  of  school  directors.  This  can  only  be  done  when  the 
lioard  is  in  session,  after  full  consideration,  by  a resolution  placed  upon  the 
minutes.  The  signatures  of  the  officers  of  a school  board,  obtained  with- 
out the  authority  of  the  board,  have  no  validity — they  destroy  the  legality 
of  the  paper  to  which  they  are  attached.  Boards  or  directors  are  expected 
to  inquire  Iiefore  approving  an  application  as  to  its  merits  in  all  respects. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCCLAK,  i\o.  16. 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  June  11,  1877. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes  ; 

Vacation  this  year  will  commence  on  Saturday,  July  21,  and  continue  till 
Saturday,  September  1 , six  weeks. 

All  the  children  must  return  to  school  promptly  at  the  end  of  the  vaca- 
tion, as  no  charge  will  be  allowed  for  absence  after  that  time.  The  “ thirty 
day”  rule  applies  only  to  necessary  absences  during  term  time. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  da  vs  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  vis- 
itation by  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  ollicers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examintions,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper ; and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examination  in  the  lower  classes 
to  some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pu^iils 
soon  to  leave  the  institution. 

The  reports  of  the  examina  ion  will  be  made  out  in  the  same  ivay  as  they 
ivere  made  out  last  year,  by  the  oflicers  of  the  several  schools  and  homes, 
and  forwarded  to  this  Department. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers'  Orphans. 
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Special  Examinations.  ^ 

Special  examinations  will  l)e  held  by  the  inspectors  as  follows  : 
At  Children's  Home,  York,  Monday,  June  11,  A.  m. 

At  Children’s  Home,  Lancaster,  Thursday,  June  14,  A.  m. 

At  Industrial  School,  Philadelphia,  Friday,  June  1.5,  A.  m. 

At  Orphans’  Horae,  Germantown,  Friday,  .June  15,  a.  m. 

At  St.  Vincent’s  xlsylum,  Tacony,  Saturday,  June  16,  a.  m. 

At  Lincoln  Institution,  Philadelphia,  Monday,  June  18,  a.  m. 

At  Educational  Home,  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  June  19,  a.  m. 

At  Church  H )me.  Angora,  Tuesday,  June  19,  p.  m. 

At  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Friday,  June  22,  a.  m. 

At  Orphan's  Home,  Rochester,  Tuesday,  June  26,  a.  ji. 

At  Orphan’s  Home,  AVomelsdorf,  'Wednesday,  July  11,  a.  m. 


Regular  E.xaiiiinalions. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend — 

At  Loysville,  Thursday,  July  5,  p.  >i. 

At  Andersonburg,  Friday,  July  6,  a.  m. 

At  Harford,  Tuesday,  Juli"  10,  A.  m. 

At  ]Mercer,  Thursday,  July  12,  p.  m.,  and  Friday,  July  13,  A.  m. 

At  Uniontown,  Monday,  Jul}^  16,  p.  m. 

At  Dayton,  Wednesday,  July  18,  P.  M. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  McAlisterville,  Friday,  .Inly  6,  a.  m. 

At  "White  Hall,  Monday,  July  9,  a.  m. 

At  Mount  Joy,  Tuesday,  July  10,  a.  m. 

At  Chester  Springs,  Thursday,  July  12,  a.  m. 

At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Friday,  July  13,  a.  m. 

At  Bridgewater,  Monday,  July  16,  a.  m. 

At  Mansfield,  Thursday,  July  19,  A.  m. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hiitter,  lady  inspector.  Superintendents  Houck  and  Lindsey, 
and  the  clerks  in  the  Department  will  assist  at  a number  of  the  examina- 
tions in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

The  superintendents  of  schools  and  the  principals  of  State  Xormal 
Schools  will  take  part  in  the  examinations  held  in  their  several  districts. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  lie  read}-  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public,  and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  recpiested  to  invite  es[)ecially  the  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  sipier- 
intending  committees,  soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities 
as  have  interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  the  education  of  our  orphan 
children. 
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The  examinations  in  tlie  forenoon  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable 
at  nine,  a.  jr.,  ami  those  in  the  afternoon  at  two,  p.  Ji.  Every  arrangement 
should  1)6  made  beforehand  to  prevent  unnecessary  delay.  The  regulations 
for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKEPSIIAM, 

Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  No.  17. 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Soldiers’  Orphans. 

Harrisburg,  June  (?,  1878. 

To  the  P rincipals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes  : 

Vacation  this  year  will  commence  on  Saturday,  July  20,  and  continue 
till  Saturday,  August  30,  six  weeks. 

All  the  children  must  return  to  school  promptly  at  the  end  of  the  amca- 
tion,  as  no  charge  will  be  allowed  for  alisence  after  that  time.  The  “thirtj^ 
day  rule”  ajiplies  only  to  necessary  absences  during  term  time. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  contiiuie  as 
many  da^'S  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  visit- 
ation by  the  State  oliicers  name<l  below. 

The  State  oliicers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper ; and  it  is  here!)}" 
directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examinations  in  the  lower  classes  to 
some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more  gen- 
eral examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils  soon 
to  leave  the  institutions. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  in  the  same  way  as 
the}^  were  made  out  last  year,  liy  the  officers  of  the  several  schools  and 
homes,  and  forwarded  to  this  Department. 

Special  l^xaiiilnatlorm. 

Special  examinations  will  be  held  by  the  inspectors,  as  follows  : 

At  Educational  Horae,  Monda}^  June  10,  A.  M. 

At  Lincoln  Institution,  Monday,  June  10,  P.  m. 

At  Church  Home,  Angora,  Tuesday,  July  .5,  A.  M. 

At  Industrial  School,  Tuesday,  July  2,  A.  M. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Germantown,  Wednesday,  July  3,  p.  M. 

At  Children’s  Home,  York,  Monday,  July  1,  A.  M. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Womelsdorf,  Saturday,  July  6,  A.  M. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Rochester,  Friday,  June  21,  p.  m. 

At  St.  Paul’s  Orphans’  Home,  Butler,  Friday,  June  14,  p.  m. 


Ex.  Doc.] 
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Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 

Regular  Examinations. 

luspeCvOr  Cornfoi’ili  ^vill  attend — 

At  Harford,  Saairday,  July  6,  a.  m. 

At  Mansfield,  Tuesday,  July  9,  a.  :ni. 

At  Mercer,  Thursday,  July  11,  a.  m.,  and  Friday,  July  12,  a.  m. 

At  Dayton,  Tuesday,  July  16,  a.  m. 

At  Uniontown,  Friday,  July  19,  A.  M. 

Chief  Clerk  Paul  will  attend— 

At  Mount  Joy,  Thursday,  July  11,  a.  ji. 

At  TChite  Hall,  Saturday,  July  13,  A.  m. 

Deputy  Superintenden*'  Houck  will  attend — 

At  Loysville,  Thursday,  July  18,  a.  w. 

At  Andersonburg,  Friday,  July  19,  a.  m. 

Deputy  Superintendent  Lindsey  will  attend — 

At  Chester  Springs,  Tuesday,  July  16,  a.  m. 

At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  July  2,  a.  m. 

At  Bridgewater,  Thursday,  July  18,  A.  m. 

Joseph  X.  Beistle,  Esquire,  will  attend — 

At  McAlisterville,  Friday,  July  19,  A.  m. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hotter,  lady  inspector,  will  assist  at  a number  of  the  exam- 
inations in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

The  superintendents  of  schools  and  the  principals  of  State  Xormal  Schools 
will  take  part  in  the  examinations  held  in  their  several  districts. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  lie  ready  for  inspec- 
tion. 

The  examina*- ions  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public  ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite  specially  the  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  memliers  of  super- 
intending committees,  soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities 
as  have  interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  the  education  ot  our  orphan 
children. 

The  examinations  in  the  forenoon  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable 
at  nine,  a.  >i.,  and  those  in  the  afternoon  at  two,  p.  m.  Every  arrangement 
should  be  made  beforehand,  to  prevent  unnecessary  delay.  The  regula- 
tions for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

j.  p.  m'ickersha:\i. 

Superintendent. 
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OFFiriAL  CIRCULAR,  No.  18. 

Department  of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools, 
Harrisrurg,  Pa.,  July  1878. 

To  the  Mothers^  Guardians^  and  F riendu  of  the  Soldiers''  Orphans  of  the 

School  at  Andersonburg : 

The  subjoined  coniinnnication  from  Professor  Hall,  Principal  of  the 
Andersonburg  School,  explains  itself : 

Andersonburg,  Pa.,  July  11,  1878. 

Honorable  J.  P.  Wickersham, 

Superintendent  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools: 

Sir  : d he  number  of  pupils  in  my  school  having  become  so  much  dimin- 
ished that  I can  no  longer  afford  to  continue  it  at  the  usual  rates  paid  by 
the  State,  I therefore  ask  to  be  relieved  of  its  control  on  the  30tli  day  of 
August  next,  and  that  the  orphans  at  that  time  be  transferred  to  such 
school  or  schools  as  you  may  deem  best.  Trusting  you  will  grant  my  re- 
quest, and  thanking  you  for  the  kindness  which  yon  have  alwaj'S  shown 
me  during  the  many  years  of  our  official  relations, 

1 am  very  respectfully  yours, 

W.  H.  HALL, 

Principal  Andersonburg  Soldiers'  Orphan  School. 

Deeming  it  expedient  to  grant  Professor  Hall’s  request,  the  Soldiers’ 
Ori)han  School  at  Andersonl)urg  will  be  closed  on  the  30th  day  of  August 
next,  and  the  pupils  transferred  to  scliools  which  you  may  select,  if  the 
Department  be  informed  of  your  choice  within  two  weeks  after  the  receipt 
of  this  circular;  but  should  you  neglect  to  express  a preference  within  the 
time  named,  the  children  under  yonr  care  will  be  transferred  to  the  school 
thought  by  the  Department  the  most  suitable  or  convenient. 

Resiiectfully, 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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OFFICIAL  CIRCL'LAR,  No.  19. 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Soldiers’  Orphans. 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  June  9,  1879. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and 

Homes : 

Yaca'rion  this  year  will  commence  on  Saturday,  July  19,  and  continue 
till  Saturday,  August  30,  six  weeks. 

All  the  children  must  return  to  school  promptly  at  the  end  of  the  vaca- 
tion, as  no  charge  will  be  allowed  for  absence  afcer  that  time.  The  “ thirty- 
day  rule  ” apiilies  only  to  necessary  absences  during  term  time. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisalile,  but  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  vis- 
itation by  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
upon  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  ma}'  deem  proper  ; and  it  is  here- 
by directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examinations  in  the  lower  classes 
to  some  one  branch  of  instruc’:ion,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils 
soon  to  leave  the  institution. 

The  reports  of  the  examinadons  will  be  made  out  in  the  same  way  as 
they  were  made  out  last  year,  by  the  officers  of  the  several  schools  and 
homes,  and  forwarded  to  this  Department. 

Owing  to  the  great  decrease  in  the  number  of  children  in  attendance,  and 
to  the  fact  that  the  Legislature  made  no  appropriation  to  pay  the  salary  of 
the  Inspector  and  Examiner,  no  regular  examinations  will  be  held  this  year 
at  the  Children’s  Home,  York;  the  Industrial  School,  Philadeliihia ; the 
Orphans’  Home,  Germantown  ; the  Educational  Home,  PhiladeliJiia ; the 
Church  Home,  Angora ; St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  or  the  Orphans’ 
Home,  Womelsdorf.  These  institutions,  however,  will  be  visited  and  care- 
fully inspected  as  heretofore. 


Regular  E Kamination§. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend  examinations  at  the  following  schools  on 
the  days  designated  : 

Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Thursday,  July  10,  9,  A.  M. 

Lincoln  Institu'ion,  Thursday,  July  10,  8,  p.  m. 

Bridgewater,  Friday,  July  11,  9,  a.  m. 

Chester  Springs,  Saturday,  July  12,  9,  a.  m. 

McAlisterville,  Tuesday,  July  15,  9,  A.  M. 

White  Hall,  Wednesday,  July  16,  9,  A.  M. 

Mount  Joy,  Thursdajy  July  11,  9,  A.  M. 
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Represeutatives  of  ths  Department  will  conduct  additional  examinations 
as  follows  : 

Lo^'sville,  Wednesday,  Jul_y  9,  1,  p.  M. 

Harford,  Thursday,  Julj*  10,  9,  A.  M. 

Manslield,  Friday,  July  11,  9,  A.  M. 

Mercer,  Tuesday,  July  15,  9,  A.  >i. 

DaA'ton,  Wediiesda}^,  July  16,  9,  a.  m. 

Uniontown,  Thursday',  Julj^  17,  9,  A.  M. 

i\Ir.  S.  R.  Bachtell,  appointed  Inspector  and  Examiner  of  Soldiers’  Or- 
phan Schools, in  place  of  Colonel  Cornforth,  generously  proposes  to  attend 
a number  of  examinations  and  visit  the  schools  without  compensation. 
^Irs.  E.  E.  TTutter,  lady  inspector,  Chief  Clerk  Paul,  Deputy  Superintend- 
ents Houck  and  Lindsey,  and  other  officers  of  the  Department  will  assist 
at  several  of  the  examinations. 

The  superintendents  of  schools  and  the  principals  of  State  Normal 
Schools  will  take  part  in  the  examinations  held  in  their  respective  districts. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  inspec- 
tion. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public  ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite,  especially,  the  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  suiier- 
intending  committees,  soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities 
as  have  interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  the  education  of  our  orphan 
children. 

Arrangements  should  be  at  the  schools  so  that  the  examinations  maj^ 
commence  promptly  at  the  liour  appointed. 

The  regulations  for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  in  other  years. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 
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OKFR'IAL  ( IRCULAR,  \o  20. 

Department  of  Soldiers'  Orphans, 

IIarr^'Seurg,  Auqui^t  6,  1879. 

To  the  Mothers,  Guardians,  and  Friends  of  the  Soldiers^  Orphans  of  the 

School  at  Bridgeieater : 

The  subjoined  communication  from  James  Stitzer,  Esquire,  principal  of 
the  Bridgewater  Soldiers’  Orphan  School,  explains  itself: 

Bridgewater,  July  19,  1879. 

Honorable  J.  P.  Wickersh.nm,  Superintendent  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools : 

Dear  Sir:  I respectfully  beg  leave  to  tender  my  i-esignation  as  principal  of  the 
Bridgewater  Soldiers'  Orphan  Sciiool,  to  take  effect  August  :i0,  1879.  This  is  a step  I 
liave  meditated  for  several  years  past,  Init  the  difficulty  of  consolidating  this  school 
with  others,  and  the  strong  attachment  of  the  children  to  the  place  wliich  has  been 
their  home  for  man3'  years,  dela3'ed  my  action  until  now. 

AAhth  man3'  thanks  to  3mu  and  to  tlie  Department  for  the  uniform  kindness  I have 
received  in  all  1113-  business  intercourse  with  3-011,  I am, 

Very  truly  3'ours, 

JAMES  STITZER, 

Princip>al  of  Bridgewater  Soldiers'  Orphan  School. 

Deeming  it  expedient  to  grant  Mr.  Stitzer's  request,  the  Soldiers'  Orphan 
School  at  BridgeM-acer  will  be  closed  on  the  .SOch  daj  of  August,  and  the 
pupils  transferred  to  any  one  of  the  follotving  schools  M’hich  you  may  se- 
lect, viz  : Uniontown,  FajTtte  count}' ; Mercer,  Mercer  county  ; Dayton, 
Armstrong  county ; Mansfield,  Tioga  county ; Harford,  Susquehanna 
county;  McAlisterville,  Juniata  county;  or  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster  county, 
if  the  Department  be  informed  of  your  choice  M'ithin  ten  days  after  the 
receipt  of  this  circular;  but  should  you  neglect  to  express  a preference  for 
some  one  of  the  schools  above  named  w'ithin  the  time  specified,  the  children 
under  your  care  M'ill  be  transferred  to  the  school  thought  by  the  Depart- 
ment the  most  suitable  or  convenient. 

If  for  any  reason  you  should  deem  it  advisable  not  to  send  yonr  children 
to  a new  sc'hool,  the  Department  should  be  promptly  notified  of  your  con- 
clusion. 

Bespectfully, 

J.  r.  iviCKEBSHAM, 
Superintendent. 
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I am  under  obligations  to  Colonel  Paul,  author  of  the  liistory  of  Penn- 
sylvania’s Soldiers’ Orphan  Schools,  for  the  use  of  the  excellent  engravings 
given  in  this  report. 


J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superi n ten  dent. 
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Harrisburg,  September'  10^  1880. 

To  His  Excellency  Henry  M.  Hoyt, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Sir:  Although  the  Legislature  held  no  session  in  the  year  1879,  the 
usual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans  was  made,  placed 
in  3'onr  hands,  and  printed.  The  present  report  will,  therefore,  cover  only 
the  3'ear  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  May,  1880. 

SCHOOLS  IN  operation. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  schools  now  in  operation,  with  their  loca- 
tion, and  the  number  of  children  in  each  at  the  close  of  the  vear  : Chester 
Springs,  Chester  county,  two  hundred  and  nineteen  children ; Dayton, 
Armstrong  county,  one  hundred  and  ninet3'-eiglit  children  ; Harford,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  two  hundred  and  ten  children;  Lincoln  Institution, 
Philadelphia,  one  hundred  and  eight  children  ; Mansfield,  Tioga  countv, 
two  hundred  and  twentj^-four  children;  McAlisterville,  Juniata  countv, 
one  hundred  and  sixt^'-eight  children  ; Mercer,  Mercer  county,  two  hundred 
and  ninety-five  children  ; Mount  Joy,  Lancaster  county,  three  hundred  and 
twelve  children  ; Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Philadelphia,  three  hundred 
children;  Lniontown,  Fayette  countv',  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  chil- 
dren; White  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  two  hundred  and  tliirty-six  chil- 
dren ; Lo^'sville  Home,  Periy  count}',  seventy  children ; Butler  Home, 
Butler  count}',  nineteen  children.  Besides  the  children  thus  enumerated, 
there  were,  in  scattered  homes  and  receiving  out-door  relief,  thirty-one 
others  ; making  in  all  under  the  care  of  the  State,  two  thousand  live  hun- 
dred and  eight}'.  The  number  at  the  same  time  last  year  was  two  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  thirty-one,  the  increase  being  one  hundred  and  foi-t\  - 
nine.  The  number  September  1, 1879,  was  two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
sixty -two  ; the  number  September  1,  1880,  two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
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fifty-seven.  This  number  has  been  considerabh’  increased  by  subsequent 
admissions. 

CHILDREN  WAITING  ADMISSION. 

Notwithstanding  the  nnml)er  of  children  under  the  care  of  the  State  is 
greater  than  last  year,  there  are,  at  the  date  of  writing  this  report,  nearly 
two  hundred  applications  on  file,  that  have  been  acted  on  and  accepted,  and 
the  children  are  waiting  admission.  Thej'  are  not  admitted,  because  the 
expense  ^f  those  now  in  school  will  exhaust  the  appropriation  made  by  the 
Legislature,  and  I am  unwilling  to  incur  a debt.  In  addition,  there  are 
applications  on  file  in  the  Department,  from  some  seven  hundred  children, 
that  have  either  been  rejected  or  are  held  under  consideration.  Many  of 
these,  doubtless,  are  deserving  cases,  but  the  evidence  required  to  admit 
them  under  the  law  is  either  insufficient  or  defective. 


COST  OF  THE  SYSTEM. 

The  cost  of  the  sj-stem  for  the  past  school  year  was  $351,431  59,  and  the 
appropriation  $360,000,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  $8,568  41.  The 
whole  ordinary  cost  of  the  sj'Stem  from  the  beginning  to  May  31,  1880, 
was  $6,313,526  80.  The  extraordinary  exjienditures  amount  to  $25,395  13. 

WHERE  THE  CHILDREN  COME  FROM. 

Pennsylvania  furnished  four  hundred  thousand  men  in  the  war  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion.  Of  these  probably  fifty  thousand  were  either  killed 
or  died  in  the  service.  They  left  large  numbers  of  orphan  children  in  desti- 
tute circumstances.  It  was  for  the  care  of  such  children  that  the  orphan 
school  S3’stem  was  established,  and,  during  the  earlier  ^-ears  of  its  histor3q 
no  others  were  admitted  into  the  schools.  Persons  who  have  not  kept 
themselves  informed  respecting  the  changes  made  by  the  Legislature  in  the 
laAvs  governing  the  system,  not  unfrequentl3"  ask  wdiere  the  children  come 
from  w'ho  now  fill  the  schools  fifteen  3’ears  after  the  close  of  the  war.  They 
inquire  : “ How  can  there  be  so  many  orphans  of  soldiers  when  their  fathers 
died  so  long  ago  ? ” “ Is  notthe  S3"stem  being  perverted  from  its  original  pur- 
pose ? ” These  questions  should  be  answered.  The  act  of  186’!  organizing 
the  system  of  soldiers’  orphan  schools  provided  only  for  the  children  of 
soldiers  who  had  been  killed  or  had  died  in  the  service,  and  limited  the  ad- 
missions into  school  to  those  born  before  the  1st  day  of  Januaiy,  1866.  If 
no  subsequent  laws  had  been  passed  changing  these  conditions,  the  num- 
ber of  children  would  have  become  so  small  that,  in  all  probabilit3q  the 
schools  would  have  closed  before  the  present  time. 

But  in  addition  to  the  fift3’  thousand  soldiers  who  lost  their  lives  during  the 
war,  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  came  home  disabled, sick,  or  with  the  seeds 
of  disease  deeply  rooted  in  their  S3'stems.  Man3"  of  them  from  the  first, 
broken  and  crippled,  could  not  earn  a livelihood  for  their  families,  and 
others,  a little  more  fortunate,  were  able  to  work  for  some  3mars,  but  finall3' 
succumbed  to  wounds  which  broke  out  afresh,  or  were  laid  ujj  with  disease 
which  advancing  years  left  them  less  strength  to  resist.  In  ever3r  cit3-  and 
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town,  in  almost  every  school  district  tliroughout  the  whole  Commonwealth 
there  are  numbers  of  these  human  wrecks,  sad  witnesses  of  the  liorrors  of 
war.  In  many  cases  they  are  the  fathers  of  children — children  worse  off  of- 
tentimes than  those  whose  fathers  were  killed  in  l)attle,  and  having-  an  equal 
claim  upon  the  bounty  of  the  State.  Influenced  by  these  benevolent  and 
patriotic  considerations,  the  Legislatures  of  1814,  1875,  1876.  and  1878,  by 
a series  of  acts,  finally  opened  the  door  fully  for  the  admission  into  the 
orphan  scliools  of  all  children  in  destitute  circumstances,  without  regard 
to  age,  whose  fathers  either  lost  their  lives  in  the  army  or  wore  disabled  or 
contracted  disease  while  in  the  service  to  such  an  extent  as  to  prevent  them 
from  earning  a livelihood  for  their  families  or  themselves. 

More  formally,  the  children  now  admitted  under  existing  laws  into  the 
soldiers’  orphan  schools  belong  to  three  classes,  as  follows  : 

1.  Those  whose  fathers  were  either  killed  or  died  of  disease  while  in  the 
army.  Of  this  class,  probably  not  more  than  one  hund?-ed  remain  in  all  the 
schools. 

2.  Those  whose  fathers  have  died  since  the  close  of  the  w'ar  of  wounds 
or  disease  contracted  while  in  the  service.  This  class  probably  constitutes 
two  thii'ds  of  all  the  children  now  in  the  schools.  They  are  orphans^  too, 
made  so  by  the  war ; and  while  they  make  up  the  bulk  of  the  children  in 
them,  the  soldiers’ orphan  schools  are  not  misnamed,  as  some  have  alleged. 

3.  Those  whose  fathers  are  living,  but  are  so  disalhed  l»y  wounds  or  dis- 
ease contracted  while  in  the  army,  that  they  are  unable  to  support  their 
families. 

In  all  cases  the  children  must  be  under  sixteen  years  of  age  and  in  '-des- 
titute circumstances.” 

The  question  is  now  answered  as  to  where  the  children  come  from,  and 
it  is  easy  to  see  that  there  will  be  children  of  classes  two  and  three  eligible 
to  admission  to  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools  under  existing  laws,  for  a good 
many  years  in  the  future.  There  ai-e  applications  now  on  tile  for  the  ad- 
mission of  children  one  and  two  years  of  age. 

POSITION  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  QUESTIONED. 

There  is  a considerable  number  of  acts  on  the  statute  books  relating  to 
the  soldiers’  orphan  schools,  and,  as  a whole,  they  are  at  some  points  ob- 
scure and  contradictory.  The  Department  has  along  held  that  the  admis- 
sions to  the  schools  must  be  confined  to  the  classes  above  named,  and  that 
no  child  is  eligible  whose  father’s  death  or  disability  is  not  directly  trace- 
able to  circumstances  connected  with  the  war.  On  th  other  hand,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  some,  among  them  gentlemen  learned  in  the  law,  that  inability 
to  earn  a livelihood,  or  destitution,  is  the  only  condition  of  eligibilit}’  under 
the  several  acts.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a very  lengthy  and  able 
opinion  given  by  Attorney  General  Lear  on  the  subject : 

“The  conditions  of  admis.sion  to  soldiers’ orphans  schools  are,  that  the  children  must 
be  destitute,  that  their  fathers  must  have  been  residents  of  the  State,  and  engaged  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  must  have  died  or  been  permanently  dis- 
abled in  the  service.  Permanent  disability  from  any  other  cause  will  not  alone  fulfill 
the  conditions.” 
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This  opinion  confirmed  the  Department  in  its  own  view  of  the  law,  and 
the  decision  has  been  strictly  adhered  to.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  the  sys- 
tem w'onld  have  acquired  annual  appropriations  at  least  $200,000  greater 
than  have  been  made.  If  the  Legislature  wishes  the  Department  to  be  more 
liberal  it  should  amend  the  law  and  provide  the  money. 


TESTIMONY  REQUIRED. 

While  the  applications  for  admission  to  the  schools  were  confined  to 
children  whose  fathers  had  lost  their  lives  in  the  army,  the  task  of  deciding 
upon  them  was  an  easy  one  ; but  now  it  is  often  exceedingly  difficult  to  as- 
certain wdiether  the  death  or  sickness  of  a soldier  was  the  result  of  causes 
growing  out  of  his  service  as  a soldier  or  of  causes  of  more  recent  origin. 
The  war  ended  fifteen  years  ago.  IIow  is  a soldier  suffering  with  rheuma- 
tism, consumption,  or  chronic  diarrhoea  to  prove  that  he  contracted  the 
disease  while  in  the  service?  In  some  cases  if  is  easy  enough,  but  in 
others  it  is  only  by  tedious  inquiry  and  lengthy  correspondence  that  a 
satisfactoiy  line  of  testimony  can  be  obtained.  The  fact  that  seven  hun- 
dred applications  are  now  on  file  in  the  Department,  most  of  them  laid 
aside  while  an  effort  is  being  made  to  obtain  additional  testimony,  is 
suificient  to  show  both  the  labor  now  required  to  determine  cases  of 
the  kind  and  the  care  taken  ly  the  Department  to  arrive  at  a just  con- 
clusion. The  superintendent  examines  every  application  personally,  and 
if  mistakes  are  made  the  fault  is  his.  As  charges  have  been  made  both 
in  the  Legislature  and  out  of  it,  alleging  that  children  are  admitted  into 
the  schools  who  have  no  right  to  such  a favor  under  the  law,  it  may  be 
well  to  give  an  outline  of  the  testimony"  required. 

In  case  the  father  is  dead,  the  mother,  guardian,  or  next  friend  makes 
the  application.  In  case  the  father  is  living,  he  makes  the  application  him- 
self In  either  case  the  fact  of  death  or  disability  must  be  sworn  to  and 
a statement  given  under  oath  setting  forth  the  reasons  for  thinking  that 
such  death  or  disability  was  brought  about  b}^  causes  connected  with  ser- 
vice in  the  army.  An  acknowledgment  of  destitution  must  be  made  in  the 
same  way.  This  done,  the  application  must  be  laid  before  the  board  of 
school  directors  of  the  district  in  which  the  applicant  resides,  who,  at  a 
formal  meeting,  must  pass  a resolution  stating  that  they  have  carefully  ex- 
amined the  application  and  found  the  facts  set  forth  in  it  true  and  correct, 
and  directing  the  officers  to  sign  a certificate  to  that  effect.  This  cer- 
tificate is  appended  to  the  application.  Then  come  the  sworn  testimony 
of  the  phj^sician  who  attended  the  soldier  in  his  last  sickness,  if  dead,  or 
who  examined  him,  if  living ; the  sworn  testimony  of  officers  or  soldiers 
who  served  with  him  in  the  army,  and  of  physicians  or  responsible  citizens 
wLo  were  acquainted  with  him  at  the  time  of  his  return  from  the  army  or 
since  that  time.  In  short  their  must  be  testimony  describing  the  death  or 
disability  and  extending  back  in  an  unbroken  line  to  the  cause.  Of  course 
such  testimony  cannot  be  positive,  but  it  can  be  made  of  such  a character 
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as  to  be  a safe  guide.  The  following  sets  of  questions  will  indicate  more 
in  detail  the  kind  of  information  and  testimony  required,  and  also  show'  the 
pains  taken  by  the  Department  to  instruct  persons  how  to  proceed  in  mak- 
ing application  : 

1.  Questions  to  be  answered  by  the  person  making  aptptication  for  the  admission  of  a 
child  ivhose  father  has  died  since  being  discharged  from  the  army. 

1.  "What  w'as  the  father’s  name  ? 

2.  Give  the  company  and  number  of  his  regiment. 

3.  Give  tlie  date  of  his  enlistment  as  nearly  as  you  can. 

4.  Give  the  date  of  his  discharge. 

5.  State  tlie  cause  of  his  discharge. 

6.  Give  the  date  of  his  death. 

7.  Was  he  w'ounded  during  Ids  term  of  service  ? And,  if  so,  give  the  date  and  place, 
and  describe  the  nature  of  the  wound. 

8.  Was  he  at  any  time  sick  w'hile  in  tlie  army?  And,  if  so,  state  the  nature  of  the 
sickness  and  the  length  of  time  he  w'as  olf  duty  in  consequence. 

9.  Was  he  in  a hospital  w'hile  in  the  army,  and,  if  s >,  wJiere  and  how'  long? 

10.  What  W'as  the  condition  of  his  healtli  when  discharged? 

11.  If  not  in  good  health,  in  wdiat  way  w'as  he  sulfering? 

12.  Did  he  continue  to  suffer  from  his  wound  or  disease  till  death,  and  was  it  the 
cause  of  his  death? 

13.  Give  the  name  of  the  physician  w'ho  attended  him  in  his  last  illness,  and  state 
whether  he  has  made  the  required  affidavit  as  to  the  cause  of  his  death. 

14.  Are  there  surgeons,  officers,  or  soldiers,  acquainted  with  him  in  the  army,  who 
would  be  willing  to  give  sw'orn  testimony  showing  that  the  disease  of  which  he  died 
was  contracted  wdiile  serving  therein?  If  so,  give  their  names  and  have  one  or  more 
of  them  do  it,  in  the  form  sent  herewith. 

15.  If  this  cannot  be  done,  are  there  physicians  or  responsible  citizens,  personally 
acquainted  w'ith  him  at  the  time  of  his  return  from  the  army,  and  since,  who  are  will- 
ing to  give  similar  testimony  ? If  so,  give  their  names  and  have  them  do  it,  in  the  form 
sent  herewith. 

16.  Did  he  receive  a pension  ? If  so,  give  the  number  of  his  certiftcate  and  the  amount 
paid  him  per  month. 

17.  If  he  was  not  a pensioner,  explain  w'hy  not  as  nearly  as  you  can. 

18.  What  property  had  he  when  he  died,  and  upon  whom  aVe  his  children  depend- 
ent ? 

19.  What  other  evidence  do  you  rely  upon  to  establish  the  case? 


S.  Questions  to  be  answered  by  a sick  or  disabled  soldier  applying  for  the  admission 

of  his  children. 

1.  What  is  your  name? 

2.  In  what  company  and  regiment  did  you  serve? 

3.  When  did  you  enter  the  service  ? 

4.  When  were  you  discharged  ? 

5.  What  caused  youi-  discharge  ? 

6.  Does  your  disability  result  from  a wound,  or  a disease  contracted  while  vet  m the 
service  ? 

7.  If  from  a wound,  describe  it,  and  state  wlien  and  where  it  was  received. 

8.  If  from  a disease,  describe  it,  and  state  when  and  wliere  it  was  contracted. 

9.  Are  you  a pensioner?  If  so,  give  tlie  number  of  your  certiticate  and  tlie  amount 
you  receive  per  month. 

10.  If  you  do  not  receive  a pension,  give  the  reason. 

11.  ere  you  at  any  time,  while  in  the  field,  off'  duty  or  confined  to  a hospital  be- 
cause of  your  wound  or  disease  ? 

12.  Have  you  continued  to  suffer,  and  are  you  now  suffering,  with  the  same  wound 
or  disease  ? 

13.  Give  the  name  of  the  phx'sician  bj'  whom  you  liave  lieen  personally  examined 
as  to  tlie  cause  of  your  sickness  or  disabilit}',  and  state  whether  he  has  made  the  re- 
quired affidavit  as  to  the  facts  in  the  case. 

14.  Are  there  surgeons,  officers,  or  soldiers,  acquainted  with  you  in  the  army,  who 
could  corroborate  the  above  statement  by  sworn  testinionv?  If  so,  give  their  names, 
and  have  them  do  it  in  the  form  sent  herewith. 

15.  If  this  cannot  be  done,  are  there  physicians  or  responsible  citizens  who  would 
swear  that  you  were  suffering  with  said  wound  or  disease  when  you  returned  from  the 
army,  and  are  yet  suffering  in  like  manner  ? If  so,  give  their  names,  and  have  them 
do  it  in  the  form  sent  herewith. 

16.  What  property  do  you  possess  ? 
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17.  What  is  your  occupation,  and  in  what  waj^  does  your  disabilty  interfere  with  you 
in  following  it? 

18.  What  other  evidence  do  you  rely  upon  to  prove  that  your  disability  was  con- 
tracted while  in  the  service  ? 

But  with  all  our  efforts  to  confine  this  great  bounty  to  those  for  whom  it 
was  intended,  tliere  are,  doubtless,  children  in  school  wlio  ought  not  to  have 
been  admitted.  We  have  discovered  a few  and  discharged  them,  and  the 
percentage  remaining  must  be  very  small.  If  any  one  should  think  other- 
wise, in  any  case,  we  beg  him  to  inspect  the  papers  on  fde  relating  to  it. 
This  invitation  is  epecially  given  to  members  of  the  Legislature. 

IS  THE  DEPARTMENT  OVER-STRICT? 

In  endeavoring  to  free  ourselves  from  any  possible  charge  that  might  be 
made  that  children  are  admitted  into  the  schools  who  have  no  right  to  be 
there,  we  have  been  censured  for  being  over-strict,  for  having  too  much  red 
tape,  for  requiring  testimony  from  dead  men,  &c.  In  escaping  the  charge 
of  being  too  loose  and  admitting  too  many,  we  have  thus  frequently  been 
blamed  for  being  too  strict  and  admitting  too  few.  Such  censure  is  un- 
just. The  Department  has  not  been  over-strict.  Its  symjDathies  have 
always  been  warmly  on  the  side  of  tlie  applicants  w'hen  there  was  even  a 
show  of  reason  for  thinking  they  w'ere  the  children  of  deserving  soldieTS. 
In  questionable  cases  such  children  have  always  received  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt-  But  tlie  law  has  been  obeyed  as  we  understand  it,  the  system  has 
been  carefully  guarded  from  fraud,  and  the  trust  has  been  so  administered 
as  to  secure  its  benelits  to  those  for  whom  they  were  intended.  It  may 
seem  strange  that  it  should  be  the  case  in  such  a matter,  but  the  paid 
agents  of  interested  parties  have  presented  hundreds  of  applications  with- 
out merit ; the  relatives  of  children  abundantly  able  to  support  them  have 
repeatedly  endeavored  to  get  rid  of  the  expense  by  imposing  them  upon 
the  care  of  the  State  ; fathers  and  mothers  in  good  circumstances,  but 
anxious  to  marry  again,  have  striven  to  get  their  children  out  of  the  way 
by  placing  them  in  the  orphan  schools,  and  cold-hearted  step-fathers  and 
step-mothers,  finding  the  care  of  a double  family  of  children  troublesome, 
have  sought  without  better  reason  to  banish  from  their  homes  the  children 
of  their  earlier  marriage,  and  make  the  State  pay  for  their  education  and 
support.  From  all  this  and  more  the  system  must  be  guarded,  and  in  so 
doing  it  is  very  likely  that  the  deserving  are  sometimes  made  to  suffer  with 
the  unworthy.  But  it  may  be  fairly  claimed  that  no  meritorious  case  has 
ever  been  knowingly  rejected — no  soldier’s  child  shown  to  be  eligible  with 
reasonable  certainty  has  ever  been  denied  admission  to  the  schools.  The 
papers  are  on  file  in  every  case.  Let  those  who  raise  the  question  satisfy 
themselves  by  examining  them.  It  should  be  added  that  no  application  is 
placed  be3mnd  recall.  Those  not  granted  are  sim23ly  laid  aside,  and  the 
apjDlicants  informed  that  additional  testimony  of  a kind  designated  is  re- 
quired ; and  further,  it  often  happens  that  of  hundreds  of  accetrted  atitffi- 
cants  waiting  admission,  only  a few  can  be  jilaced  in  school  for  want  of 
monej^  to  pay  for  them.  In  such  cases,  those  that  seem  to  be  in  most 
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pressing  need  are  given  precedence,  and  the  boon  made  to  reach  as  many 
families  as  possible. 

LEGISLATION  OF  1878. 

In  making  the  nsnal  appropriations  for  the  orphan  schools,  the  Legisla- 
ture of  1878  provided  that  no  more  children  should  be  admitted  into  them 
after  the  1st  day  of  June,  1882,  and  that  they  should  be  llnally  closed  on 
the  1st  day  of  June,  1885.  Should  this  law  stand,  the  system  can  be  made 
to  come  to  an  end  in  a way  both  creditable  to  it  and  to  the  State.  The 
record  it  will  leave  will  form  the  brightest  page  in  onr  history.  It  will 
have  supported,  educated,  and  prepared  for  usefulness  twelve  thousand 
of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  dead  and  disabled  soldiers,  and  will  have 
expended  in  this  noble  work  the  magnificent  sum  of  $8,000,000.  The 
whole  world  may  be  searched  in  vain  for  another  such  example  of  patriotic 
benevolence.  Still  it  must  be  said  that  to  close  the  schools  under  this  law 
will  be  to  send  prematurely  to  their  impoverished  homes  some  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  children,  and  to  shut  out  from  the  benefits  of  the  system 
many  just  as  deserving  as  those  now  enjojdng  them. 

APPKOPKIATION  NEEDED. 

Assuming  that  the  present  law  will  remain  unchanged,  the  appropria- 
tions to  be  made  for  the  support  of  orphan  schools  for  the  next  two  years 
cannot  be  veiy  materially  reduced.  For  the  year  1881,  $360,000  will  be 
needed,  and  for  the  3mar  1882,  $340,000,  making  in  all  $700,000. 

INSPECTION. 

The  last  Legislature  made  no  appropriation  for  the  salaiy  of  the  male  in- 
spector and  examiner  of  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools  ; but  Major  S.  K.  Bach- 
tell,  who  was  appointed  to  fill  that  office  after  the  resignation  of  Colonel 
Cornforth,  made,  without  compensation,  one  general  visit  to  all  the  schools 
and  special  visits  to  se’^'eral  of  them.  Ilis  expenses  were  paid  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  Department.  Major  Bachtell  not  only  represented 
the  State,  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  having- 
been  for  some  years  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  that  organization  on 
soldiers’  orphans.  His  report  which  will  be  found  in  its  proper  place,  com- 
ing from  a man  entirely  disinterested,  is  especialH  valuable.  He  resigned 
his  office  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  the  female  inspector  and  examiner,  continued  her  visits 
to  the  schools  as  in  former  years.  She  has  been  connected  with  the  o:  phan 
schools  from  the  first,  and  has  rendered  them  a service  that  has  done  an  im- 
mense amount  of  good. 

The  count}"  superintendents  of  the  counties  in  which  the  orphan  schools 
are  located,  were  requested  to  visit  and  inspect  them.  The}'  di  1 so,  mak- 
ing reports  to  the  Department. 
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Personal  visits  Pytlie  superintendent  were  made  during  the  year  to  nearly 
all  the  schools,  and  in  some  instances  these  visits  were  repeated. 

ANNUAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

Annual  examinations  were  held  at  all  the  schools  during  the  month  of 
July.  The  officers  of  both  the  Orphan  School  and  the  Common  School 
Departments  were  engaged  in  conducting  them,  as  well  as  a number  of 
count}^  superintendents.  On  the  whole,  they  proved  very  satisfactory. 

EEPORTS  AND  STATISTICS. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the  reports  of  the  inspectors  and  principals 
of  the  schools,  which  will  be  found  in  their  proper  places,  as  they  contain 
many  interesting  details,  showing  the  condition  of  the  schools  and  the  w'ork- 
ing  of  the  system.  The  full  tables  of  statistics  presented  will  be  found 
valuable  by  all  those  who  take  an  interest  in  the  subject. 

A FINAL  WORD. 

I prepared,  in  1864,  at  the  request  of  Governor  Curtin,  the  first  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  organization  of  a system  of  schools  for  the  children  of  de- 
ceased and  disabled  soldiers.  The  bill,  in  mj^  OAvn  liandwriting,  can  now  be 
found  among  the  records  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  It  did  not  pass, 
but  its  principal  features  form  the  basis  of  all  the  laws  subsequentlj"  enacted 
on  the  subject.  At  the  session  of  1811,  the  Legislature  abolished  the  oflice 
of  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans,  and  placed  its  duties  in  the  hands 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  Since  that  time,  I have 
quietly  managed  this  great  trust.  The  work  has  been  heavy,  and  sometimes 
attended  with  great  anxiety.  The  interests  involved  are  so  diverse  and 
conflicting,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  avoid  making  enemies  and  pro- 
voking opposition ; but  I have  tried  to  do  exact  justice  to  all  parties,  and 
now  have  little  to  regret.  During  my  administration  I have  constantly 
had  the  care  of  from  two  thousand  four  hundred  to  three  thousand  six  hun- 
dred children.  In  all,  some  eight  thousand  girls  and  boys  have  been  gath- 
ered in  from  homes  of  povertj',  and  oftentimes  of  sickness  and  distress,  in 
every  corner  of  the  State,  and  fed,  clothed,  educated,  trained  to  habits  of 
industry,  and  sent  forth  reasonably  well  qualified  for  the  work  of  life. 

The  money  handled  has  exceeded  $4,000,000,  but  not  a dollar  of  it  has 
been  misapplied,  and  I am  satisfied  the  investment  has  more  than  paid  the 
State,  besides  enabling  it  to  discharge  a debt  of  gratitude  to  the  brave  men 
who  saved  the  nation  in  the  hour  of  its  peril.  Withal,  the  task  has  been  a 
congenial  one,  and  I am  thankful  that  it  came  in  the  order  of  Providence 
in  my  way  to  perform  it.  Should  my  connection  with  the  system  end  here, 
I shall  ever  pray  that  the  schools  may  continue  prosperous  to  the  end,  and 
that  their  close  may  be  as  honorable  as  their  conception  was  noble,  and  their 
history  a source  of  pride  to  every  patriot  citizen  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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TABULAE  STATEMENTS. 


The  folio-wing  are  the  usual  tabular  statements,  giving  the  statistics  of 


the  system  and  showing  its  working  during  the  past  j’ear  : 

COMPREHENSIVE  SUMMARY, 

Number  of  institutions  in  which  there  are  soldiers’  orphans,  18 

Reduction  in  the  number  since  1811, . 26 

Number  of  orphans  in  schools  and  homes.  May  31,  1880,  . 2,580 

Number  admitted  on  order,  from  Ma}"  31, 1819,  to  Septem- 
ber 1,  1880, 695 

Number  of  discharges  from  May  31,  1819,  to  September  1, 

1880, ' 196 

Number  of  orphans  in  charge  of  the  State,  September  1, 

1880, 2,451 

Number  of  orders  of  admission  issued  since  system  went 

into  operation, 11,394 

Number  of  orphans  admitted  since  system  went  into  op- 
eration,   11,306 

Number  of  applications  on  file  September  1,  1880,  . . 904 

Cost  of  sj^stem  for  the  past  year, $351,431  59 

Whole  ordinary  cost  of  the  system  since  going  into  opera- 
tion, as  shown  by  the  several  annual  reports  to  May  31, 

1880,  ...  6,313,528  80 

Extraordinary  expenditures  for  damages  paid  by  special 

appropriations, 25,395  13 

Appropriations  made,  but  unexpended, 360,000  00 


GENERAL  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

TMs  statement  shows  the  exact  financial  condition  of  the  Department  at 
the  end  of  the  school  year. 

The  moneys  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Department  for  the  year  end- 
ing May  31,  1880,  were  as  follows  : 

State  appropriation,  ....  $360,000  00 

Expended  for  education,  maintenance,  and 

clothing, $344,712  57 

For  out-door  relief, 400  17 

Expenses  of  Department, 6,258  85 

351,431  59 
$8,568  41 


Balance  in  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  Department,  . 
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As  a matter  of  interest,  1 append  to  the  foregoing  statement  a list  of  the 
appropriations  made  the  State,  and  the  public  donations  received  for 
the  support  of  our  orphan  school  system  since  its  first  establishment,  and 
also  one  showing  the  expenditures  of  the  system  as  exhibited  in  the  several 
annual  reports. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


When  made. 

Character. 

Amount. 

March  23,  1865 

Regular, 

S73,000  00 

April  11,  1866 

Regular, 

300,000  00 

April  11,  1867 

Regular, 

350,000  00 

Feb.  25,  1868 

Deficit 

31,069  77 

Feb.  25,  1868 

Deficit,  

141,561  69 

April  11,  1868 

Regular,  

400,000  00 

March  13,  1869 

Deticit,  ...  

50,000  00 

April  14,  1869 

Damages,  Orangeville, 

5,000  00 

April  16,  1869 

Regular, 

450,000  00 

March  31,  1870 

Deficit, 

44,968  88 

March  31,  1870 

Deticit, 

44,700  00 

April  6,  1870 

Regular,  . . 

520,000  00 

ISIay  27,  1871 

Damages,  Orangeville 

5,000  00 

May  27,  1871 

Damages,  Jacksonville, 

5,000  00 

May  27,  1871 

Regular, 

520,000  00 

April  3,  1872 

Regular, 

480,000  00 

April  9,  1873 

Regular, 

460,000  00 

jNIay  14,  1874 

Regular, 

440,000  00 

April  12,  1875 

Regular, 

400,000  00 

May  13,  1876 

Regular,  . . 

380,000  00 

Nov.  30,  1876 

Damages,  St.  Vincent’s  College, 

1,121  88 

April  18,  1877 

Regular, 

360,000  00 

May  18,  1878 

Regular, 

360,000  00 

June  11,  1879 

Regular, 

360,000  00 

June  11,  1879 

Damages,  Bridgewater,  

3,0U0  00 

June  11,  1879 

Regular  '.  . 

360,000  00 

Dec.  11,  1879 

Damages,  Titusville, 

6,273  25 

Amount  of  appropriations  by  the  State, 

$6,552,695  47 

DONATIONS. 

When  made. 

By  whom. 

Amount. 

Mav  6,  1864 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  

$50,000  00 

May  5,  1865 

Doval  Association  of  Penn’a,  Washington,  D.  C.,  . . 

85  06 

June  5,  1865 

A Philadelphia  teacher, 

3 00 

Amount  of  donations, 

$50,088  06 

Total  amount, 

$6,602,783  53 

If  to  this  grand  sum  be  added  the  amounts  donated  by  individuals  di- 
rectly to  the  schools  and  homes  for  the  use  of  the  orphans,  it  would  swell 
the  amount  many  thousands  of  dollars. 
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ANNUAL  EXPENDITUEtS. 


The  amounts  expended  in  support  of  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools  as 
shoTvn  hj"  the  several  reports  have  been  as  follows  : 


From  commencement  to  November  30,  1865,  . 
From  December  1,  1865,  to  November  30,  1866, 
From  December  1,  1866,  to  November  30,  1867, 
From  December  1,  1867.  to  May  31,  1868, 

From  June  1,  1868,  to  May  31,  1869,  .... 
From  June  1,  1869,  to  May  31,  1870,  .... 
From  June  1,  1870,  to  May  31,  1871,  .... 

From  June  1,  1871,  to  May  31,  1872 

From  June  1,  1872,  to  May  31,  1873,  ... 
From  June  1,  1873,  to  May  31,  1874,  . . . 
From  June  1,  1874,  to  iSIay  31,  1875,  .... 
From  June  1,  1875,  to  May  31,  1876,  . . . 

From  June  1,  1876,  to  May  31,  1877,  .... 
From  June  1,  1877,  to  May  31,  1878,  .... 
From  June  1,  1878,  to  May  31,  1879,  .... 
From  June  1,  1879,  to  Maj*  31,  1830,  .... 


$103,817  66 
321,270  42 
435,080  44 

236.970  26 

500.971  62 
514,126  42 
509,037  66 
475,245  47 
467,132  84 
450,879  49 
423,693  76 
402,530  27 
380,656  70 
372,748  05 
367,934  15 
351,431  59 


$6,313,526  80 


The  appropriations  made  by  the  Legislature  for  the  nine  years  the 
orphan  schools  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  present  administration  amount 
to  $3,760,000,  and  the  expenditures  to  $3,692,252  32. 
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Superintendent  op  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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CLOTHING  ACCOUNT. 

The  children  are  all  clothed  at  tlie  schools  : hut  the  Superintendent  is 
required  to  prescribe  the  kind  of  clothing  furnished  them,  and  to  see  that 
they  receive  tlie  full  amount  the  law  contemplates.  The  following  is  the 
account  for  the  year.  In  the  aggregate  it  will  be  seen  that  the  schools  ex- 
pended more  monej'  for  clothing  than  the  amount  received  for  that  i)ur- 
pose  from  the  State.  The  expenditures  are  all  proven  by  proper  vouchers 
placed  on  file  in  the  Department. 


School. 

Amount 

Allowed. 

Amount 

Expended. 

1.  Chester  Springs, 

2.  Davtoii 

3.  Harford, 

4.  Liiieoln  Institution, 

5.  Mansfield,  

6.  McAlisterville, 

7.  Mercer,  

8.  Mount  Jov, 

9.  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute, 

10.  Uniontown, 

11.  White  Hall, 

S4,762  88 
4,302  08 
4,276  24 
2,402  43 
5,162  87 
3,955  87 
6,865  76 
7,326  82 
6,667  41 
4,197  83 
5,313  36 

$4,758  20 
4,355  07 
4,275  66 
3,240  00 
5,173  02 
4,006  99 
6,932  05 
7,336  50 
11,038  42 
4,205  24 
5,330  75 

^55,233  55 

$60,651  90 

EXPENSES  OF  DEPARTMENT. 

By  amount  appropriated  for  inspector  and  clerks,  $4,200  00 
By  amount  appropriated  for  incidental  expenses,  2,750  00 
By  amount  appropriated  for  out-door  relief,  . . 1,500  00 

$8,450  00 

To  amount  paid  as  salaries  to  inspector  and  clerks,  $4,200  00 
To  amount  paid  for  postage,  telegrams,  and  ex- 

pressage,  ...  

To  amount  paid  for  printing, 

To  amount  paid  for  funeral  expenses, 

To  amount  paid  for  traveling  ex^jenses,  .... 

To  amount  paid  for  out-door  relief,  . . . 

To  amount  paid  for  furniture  and  miscellaneous 
expenses, 

$6,659  02 


561  33 
93  75 
158  00 
1,160  90 
400  17 

84  87 


Balance  unexpended,  turned  into  treasury,  . . 


$1,790  98 
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OUT-DOOR  RELIEF. 

Statement  of  settlement  of  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’ 
Orphan  Schools,  with  the  Auditor  General,  of  “ Ont-door  Relief ’’extended 
to  certain  children,  under  provisions  of  an  act  approved  July  11,  1879  : 


6 

1?; 

Name  of  Child. 

Name  of  Trustee. 

Post  Office  Address  of 
Trustee. 

Amount 
paid  each. 

1 

Ware,  Henry  E.,  . . 

Calvin  B.  Mosher,  . . 

Reading,  Pa.,  .... 

*30  00 

2 

Ware,  James  P.,  . . . 

Calvin  B.  Mosher,  . . 

Reading,  Pa.,  .... 

30  00 

3 

Ware,  Marv  E.,  . . . 

Calvin  B.  Mosher,  . . 

Reading,  Pa.,  .... 

80  00 

4 

Mickerell,  S.  W.,  . . 

Josiah  Fee, 

Heshbon,  Indiana  co.. 

Pa.,  . .- 

Williamsport,  Pa.,  . . 

30  00 

5 

Shirk,  Elizabeth,  . . 

Samuel  Adams,  . . . 

30  00 

6 

Ford,  Annie  L.,  . . , 

John  B.  Sensenig,  . . 

Marticville,  Lancaster 
CO.,  Pa.,  ... 

Saltsburg,  Indiana  co.. 
Pa., 

26  17 

7 

Bonds,  Bela  J.,  ... 

B.  S.  Robinson,  . . . 

30  00 

8 

Billig,  Clara  C , 

L.  A.  Schollenberger, 

Reading,  Pa.,  . . 

30  00 

9 

Bricker,  William  H., 

Henry  A.  Knepley,  . 

609  N.  Thirty-seventh 
street,  Philadelphia, 
1122  Spruce  st.,  Phila., 

30  00 

10 

Carter,  Henry  R.,  . . 

Mary  R.  Welsh,  . . . 

30  00 

11 

Barker,  Clara  M.,  . . 

Hon.  0.  Logan,  . . . 

Albion,  Erie  co..  Pa., 

30  00 

12 

Lear;  Joseph  H., 

J.  Arthur  Ege,  . . . 

Bradford,  McKean  co.. 
Pa., 

30  00 

13 

Falcomer,  Norman  E., 

J.  K.  Pierce, 

Black  Lick  Station,  Pa. 

30  00 

14 

Patton,  Edith  E.  J.,  . 

B.  Shoemakei',  M.  B., 

Brownsville,  Pa., 

7 24 

15 

Ream,  John  E.,  . . . 

Thompson  McCrea,  . 

Brush  Valley,  Indiana 
co..  Pa., 

6 76 

Total, 

*400  17 

Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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STATEMENT  III. 

Showins  Hie  Whole  IVuniber  of  Orders  Issued  for  the  Admission  of  Children  from  each  County. 

The  Avliole  immlier  of  accepted  applications  received  to  May  31,  1880, 
Avas  12,099.  Of  these  104  remain  on  tile,  as  shown  by  the  last  table,  and 
the  remaining  11,395  have  been  issued  as  follows; 

Adams,  47;  Allegheny,  421;  Armstrong,  341;  Beaver,  133;  Bedford, 
193  ; Berks,  130  ; Blair,  288  ; Bradford,  385  ; Bucks,  72  ; Butler,  129  ; Cam- 
hria,  150;  Cameron,  5 ; Carbon,  58;  Centre,  261;  Chester,  197;  Clarion, 
243  ; Clearfield,  89  ; Clinton,  50  ; Columbia,  104  ; Crawford,  211  ; Cumber- 
land, 164  ; Dauphin,  343  ; Delaware,  59  ; Elk,  10  ; Erie,  112  ; Fayette,  206  ; 
Forest,  lO  ; Franklin,  97  ; Fulton,  35;  Greene,  26  ; Huntingdon,  224  ; In- 
diana, 288  ; Jefferson,  202  ; Juniata,  lOG  ; Fackawanna,  12  ; Lancaster,  409  ; 
I.awrence,  172  ; Lebanon,  81  ; Lehigh,  154  ; Luzerne,  267  ; Lycoming,  116  ; 
iMercer,  266  ; McKean,  39;  Mifflin,  128;  Monroe,  65;  Montgomery,  101; 
Montour,  128  ; Northampton,  88  ; Northumberland,  140  ; Perry,  283  ; Phil- 
adelphia, 1 ,509  ; Pike,  16;  Potter,  85  ; Schuylkill,  239  ; Snyder,  62  ; Som- 
erset, 88;  Sullivan,  23;  Susquehanna,  193;  Tioga,  363;  Union,  66;  Ve- 
nango, 157  ; Warren,  56;  Washington,  124;  Wayne,  77;  Westmoreland, 
150;  AVyoming,  107  ; York,  162. 


STATEMENT  IV. 

Sliowing  iJie  Denoiiiinaiional  Farcnlage  of'ChiHren. 

Of  the  2,580  children  actually  in  school  May  31 , 1880,  the  fathers  of 
2,175  are  reported  as  members  of  some  church,  leaving  405  unconnected 
with  church,  or  not  reported.  Of  2,175  thus  reported,  there  were  of  Me- 
thodist parentage,  869;  Lutheran,  310;  Presbyterian,  295  ; United  Pres- 
byterian. 18;  Baptist,  142;  Episcopal,  105:  Catholic,  63;  German  Re- 
formed, 109;  Disciple,  23;  Church  of  God,  18;  United  Brethren,  53; 
Tunkers,  6 ; Congregationalist,  3 ; Albrights,  3 ; Evangelical,  24  ; Protes- 
tants, (probably  not  intended  to  represent  any  particular  denomination,) 
120;  Universalists,  5 ; Friends,  5 ; Puritan,  2 ; Unitarian,  2. 
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STATEMENT  CONCERNING  THE  SYSTEM  LAST  YEAR. 

srVTE\lE\r  5 — ^liouins  Applicati by  Coiintie^. 


Names  op  Coumtiks. 

-r. 

u 

rt 

b£) 

<1/ 

Issued  during  the  year. 

u 

Ig 

it”' 

i 

i 

i 

Names  of  Cooxties. 

. 

00 

o 

o 

s 

$ 

V 

i£ 

V 

X 

y 

u 

'J2 

CO 

cl 

1.  Adams, 

3 

2 

1 

36.  Lancaster, 

1 

13 

10 

4 

2.  Allegheny, 

2 

10 

7 

5 

37.  Lawrence, 

2 

5 

3 

4 

3.  Armttrung, 

13 

47 

27 

33 

,3i.  Lebanon, 

11 

6 

5 

I.  Beaver, 

4 

9 

8 

5 

39.  Lehigh, 

7 

4 

6 

5 

5.  Kedford, 

2 

36 

25 

13 

40.  Luzerne, 

9 

26 

13 

22 

6.  Berks, 

4 

1 

3 

41.  Lycoming, 

11 

6 

5 

12 

7.  Blair 

5 

19 

9 

15 

42.  -Mercer, 

7 

28 

U 

24 

8.  Bradford,  

47 

106 

63 

90 

43.  McKean, 

2 

2 

9.  Bucks 

1 

3 

3 

3 

44.  .Mirtlin 

2 

9 

2 

9 

10.  Butler 

10 

3 

7 

45.  Monroe,  

3 

2 

3 

2 

11.  Cambria,  

3 

5 

8 

46.  Montgomery,  

4 

15 

8 

11 

12.  Cameron. 

47.  iMontour, 

3 

U 

7 

7 

13.  Carbon,  

2 

14 

36 

48.  Northiinpton, 

16 

11 

5 

1-1.  Centre, 

3 

20 

39 

4 

49.  Northumberland,  . . . 

5 

11 

10 

6 

15.  Chester, 

5 

24 

14 

15 

50.  Perry,  

5 

33 

28 

15 

16.  Clarion 

3 

21 

12 

12 

51.  Philadelphia,  .... 

44 

80 

56 

68 

17.  Cleartield, 

2 

6 

3 

5 

52.  Pike. 

18.  Clinton, 

7 

7 

5 k Potter,  

2 

4 

3 

3 

19.  Columbia, 

2 

2 

54.  Schuylkill, 

7 

22 

21 

8 

20.  Crawford,  

6 

8 

10 

4 

55.  Snyder, 

3 

•> 

1 

21.  Cumberland,  

4 

12 

11 

5 

56.  Somerset, 

10 

28 

19 

20 

22.  Dauphin, 

26 

17 

9 

57.  Snllivan,  

4 

2 

2 

23.  Delaware, 

3 

1 

o 

58.  Susquelianna, 

8 

49 

27 

30 

2-1.  Elk. 

59.  Tioga, 

38 

51 

21 

65 

2.5.  Erie 

17 

6 

11 

60.  Union 

3 

3 

2H.  Fayette, 

7 

5 

7 

5 

61.  Venango, 

26 

13 

13 

27.  Forest. 

62.  M'arren. 

28.  Franklin,  

1 

1 

63.  \Vashingtou, 

1 

2 

3 

29.  Fulton, 

4 

3 

1 

64.  Wayne,  

11 

3 

8 

30.  Greene,  

2 

2 

65.  'Westiiioreland,  .... 

11 

8 

3 

31.  Huntingdon,  ..... 

8 

16 

10 

14 

65.  Wyoming, 

3 

14 

9 

S 

32-  Indiana, 

6 

29 

16 

19 

67.  York, 

15 

13 

•■) 

33.  Jetterson, 

16 

38 

11 

23 

34.  Juniata.  

12 

20 

15 

17 

3M 

1,044 

654 

704 

35.  Lackawanna, 

17 

11 

6 
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STATEMENT  VI— SHOWING  DISCHARGES  AND  DEATHS. 
HCHOOLS. 


Schools. 

Number  di.sch<arged  on 

age  for  year  ending 

May  31,  1880. 

Number  discharged  on 

order  for  year  ending 

May  31,  1880. 

Number  of  deaths  for 

year  ending  May  31, 

1880. 

1.  Bridgewater, 

2 

23 

2.  Chester  Springs, 

22 

9 

1 

3.  Davton, 

27 

16 

4.  Harford, 

31 

2 

5'  Industrial  School, 

1 

6.  Lincoln  Institution, 

7 

1 

7.  Mansfield 

28 

20 

1 

8.  McAlisterville,  . 

32 

17 

1 

9.  Mercer,  

37 

7 

1 

10.  Mount  .Toy, 

48 

8 

1 

11.  Soldiers’  Orphans’  Institute, 

28 

11 

1 

12.  Uniontown, 

20 

8 

13.  White  Hall,  . . 

36 

21 

2 

14.  Partial  relief  and  other  cases, 

35 

354 

142 

9 

HOMES. 


Homes. 


1.  Children’s  Home,  York,  

2.  Church  Home,  Philadelphia, 

.3.  Loysville  Orphan  Home, 

4.  Zeiienople  Farm  School,  

.5.  Orphans’  Home,  Womelsdorf, 

6.  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home, 

7.  St.  Vincent’s  College. 

8.  Training  School  for  Feeble-Minded  Children, 


Number  discharged  on 
age  for  year  ending 
May  31,  1880. 

Nu m her  discharged  on 
order  for  year  ending 
May  31,  1880. 

Number  of  deaths  for 
year  ending  May  31, 
1880. 

1 

2 

3 

1 

12 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

2 

26 

3 

1 

354 

142 

9 

380 

145 

10 

Total  Homes,  . . 
Total  Schools,  . 


STATEMENT  VII-SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  TEACHERS  IN  EACH  SCHOOL,  NUMBER  OF  PUPILS  IN  EACH  CLASS  AND  GRADE,  AND  WHOLE  NUMBER 

OF  PUPILS  IN  EACH  SCHOOL  AT  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR,  JULY,  1880. 


2.1 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  op  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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In  connection  with  the  table  given  above,  it  may  lie  well  to  present  the 
course  of  study  as  now  prescribed  for  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools.  I’he 
extent  to  which  the  several  branches  are  to  be  taught  in  the  dillerent  grades 
is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  teachers.  Advancement  will  be  measured 
more  by  thoroughness  than  by  amount. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

First  Grade. — Spelling,  reading,  writing,  and  drawing  on  slates,  oral 
exercises  in  numbers,  object  lessons. 

Second  Grade. — Spelling,  reading,  writing,  and  drawing  on  slates,  men- 
tal aritlimetic,  four  fundamental  rules  of  written  arithmetic,  object  lessons. 

Third  Grade. — Spelling,  reading,  writing,  drawing,  mental  and  written 
arithmetic,  geography,  and  object  lessons. 

Fourth  Grade. — Same  as  for  third  grade. 

Fi  fth  Grade. — Same  as  for  fourth  grade,  with  the  addition  of  grammar. 

Sixth  Grade. — Same  as  for  fifth  grade,  with  the  addition  of  history  of 
United  States. 

Seventh  Grade. — Spelling,  reading,  book-keeping,  elementary  algebra, 
geography,  grammar,  history  of  United  States,  physiology. 

Eighth  Grade. — Reading]  algebra  or  geometry,  grammar.  Constitution 
of  United  States,  natural  philosophy  of  the  elements  of  the  natural  sciences 
generally. 

"S'ocal  music,  declamation,  composition,  and  instruction  in  morals  and 
manners  are  continued  throughout  the  whole  course. 

A systematic  course  of  instruction  in  military  tactics  and  drill  is  required. 

The  studies  of  the  course  are  frequently  reviewed  as  the  pupils  proceed. 
Bible  classes  and  Sunday  schools  have  been  organized  in  all  the  schools, 
but  sectarian  instruction  is  carefully'  avoided,  except  where  the  children 
are  all  of  one  denomination. 

In  the  form  of  object  lessons,  a large  amount  of  general  information  is 
imparted  and  valuable  instruction  given  in  the  elements  of  the  difierent 
sciences  that  can  be  illustrated  with  objects. 

All  of  which  is  respectlully  submitted, 

J.  r.  WICKERSIIAM, 

Sujoerintendent. 
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EEPORTS  OF  THE  I^nTSPECTORS. 


REPORT  OF  SAMUEL  R.  BACHTELL. 

lIonoraMe  J.  P.  Wickersham,  LL.  D., 

Superintendent  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending 
May  31,  1880: 

Heallli. 

The  health  of  the  children  during  the  past  year,  with  the  exception  of 
some  cases  of  measles,  has  been  very  good.  The  sickness  in  the  schools 
would  be  nothing  to  speak  of,  if  it  were  not  that  disease  is  occasionally 
brought  into  them  by  the  admission  of  new  pupils  from  infected  districts. 

Clothing. 

As  a general  thing,  the  clothing  is  good.  Each  child  receiAms  its  full  al- 
lowance, and  in  some  cases  even  more.  The  boys  are  comfortably  clad  in 
neatly  cut  and  well  made  garments.  The  girls’  clothing  is  tastefully  and 
fashionably  made,  and  their  hats  are  becoming,  and  shoes  nicely  fitting. 
The  amount  of  money  allowed  by  the  State  for  clothing  each  child  is  but 
small,  and  it  therefore  requires  studied  economy  on  the  part  of  the  prin- 
cipals to  do  justice  to  the  children  with  such  limited  means. 

Food. 

The  children  are  provided  with  good,  substantial,  and  wholesome  food, 
well  prepared  and  cooked,  wdiich  the  healthy  and  robust  condition  of  the 
children  attest. 

No  regular  bill  of  fare  is  followed  in  most  of  the  schools,  but  the  variety 
is  all  that  could  be  expected  or  desired.  The  “ quantity  and  quality  ” is 
a matter  which  I have  invariablj"  inspected  very  closely,  and  I have  found 
it  to  be  both  abundant  in  quantity  and  good  in  quality. 

Sleeping  Apartments 

Are  well  ventilated,  and  the  beds  and  bedding  kept  in  a clean  and  comfort- 
able condition.  This  is  a department  that  has  been  very  thoroughly  ex- 
amined by  me,  and  I have  found  no  grounds  for  serious  complaint. 

The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  the  people  in  charge  of  the  several  schools  are 
willing  and  anxious  that  the  children  should  be  made  comfortable,  and  when 
improvements  liaA'e  been  suggested  in  this  or  any  other  department  they 
have  been  promjitly  made. 

InduMtrieg. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Legislature  has  not  heretofore  made  extra 
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appropriations  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  the  boys  and  girls  trades.  How- 
ever, the  boys  work  two  hours  daily  at  farming,  gardening,  and  choring 
about  the  buildings,  and  the  girls  work  the  same  number  of  hours  each  day 
at  sewing,  washing,  ironing,  and  general  house  work.  Let  it  be  recorded 
to  their  credit,  nearly  all  the  orphans  who  have  graduated  from  these  schools 
become  industrious,  and  make  the  best  of  men  and  women  ; and  every  dollar 
contributed  by  the  State  towards  their  education  and  support  will  be  re- 
turned tenfold,  for  svhatever  is  necessary  to  enter  into  the  proper  and  health- 
ful development  and  administration  of  the  State  must  first  be  found  in  the 
character  of  the  studies  and  of  the  children  of  our  schools.  All  money 
invested  by  the  State  in  these  schools  compounds  its  interest. 

Education. 

All  the  schools  very  generally  follow  the  rules  and  course  of  studies  laid 
down  by  the  State  Superintendent.  The  teachers  are  able,  competent,  and 
w'ell  adapted  to  till  their  respective  positions.  My  i)redeeessor  well  said  : 
“ There  is  no  place  in  the  soldiers’  orphan  school  which  an  incompetent 
teacher  can  advantageouslv  fill.”  The  pupils  are  bright,  and  apt  to  learn. 
The  most  of  them  are  ahead  of  children  of  the  same  age  in  our  public 
schools.  The  education  which  the  children  receive  in  the  schools,  will 
serve  in  after  years  to  guide  them  in  indilie  affairs,  and  improve  their  en- 
tire character,  morally  and  socially.  The  generalit}'  of  the  children  dis- 
play more  than  ordinary  attention  to  study,  and  a number  have  been  edu- 
cated as  teachers,  doctors,  lawyers,  Ac,  Socrates  very  wisely  said: 
“ Better  spend  money  in  teaching  men  to  become  good  citizens,  than  to 
bring  them  up  in  ignorance,  and  support  their  crimes.”  How  appropriate 
is  the  application  of  this  remark  to  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Deportment. 

On  the  whole,  the  deportment  of  the  pupils  is  commend.able.  This  is  the 
result  of  constant  watchfulness  and  care  on  the  i)art  of  the  teachers  and 
attendants.  The  manners  of  the  children  are  good,  and,  as  a general  thing, 
they  use  choice  language  even  when  at  play.  Nothing  can  be  said  against 
the  behavior  of  the  children,  except  some  few  isolated  cases.  When  we 
consider  the  large  number  of  boys  and  girls  together,  this  is  remarkable. 


Military  Drill. 

This  does  not  receive  that  attention  it  should,  in  some  of  the  schools. 
I would  recommend  that  more  attention  be  given  by  the  princi})als  to  drill- 
ing, as  it  certainly  is  an  excellent  mode  of  disciplining  the  boys,  and  actu- 
ates them  to  manly  deeds.  A boy  or  man  imbued  with  a soldierly  spirit 
is  generall}'  honorable  and  gentlemanly. 


Moral  and  Religious  Training. 

The  moral  and  religious  training  of  the  pupils  is  looked  after  carefidly. 
I notice  particularly,  on  my  visitations,  that  great  care  is  taken  to  em[)loy 
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teachers  and  attendants  of  a religious  turn  of  mind,  so  tiieir  teaching  may 
be  both  In'  example  and  precept.  School  is  opened  every  morning  with 
reading  a portion  of  tlie  Scrijdnres,  singing  praises  to  God,  and  prayer, 
and  at  some  of  these  school-openings  the  scene  is  reall}^  affecting.  In  the 
evening,  before  retiring,  family  worsliip  is  held.  At  meals,  God's  bounte- 
ous gifts  are  devoutly  acknowledged.  The  children  attend  church  service 
and  Sunday  school  every  Sabbath. 

The  memories  of  childhood,  after  a mature  age  has  been  attained,  are 
more  powerful  than  we  suppose,  and  especially  is  this  the  case  in  refer- 
ence to  the  religions  observances,  which  first  arrest  the  attention  of  child- 
ren. i\Ian  is  of  a three-fold  nature,  intellectual,  physical,  and  spiritual,  and 
the  education  of  children,  which  has  not  reference  to  this  three-fold  nature, 
is  very  imperfect.  Each,  in  its  sphere,  is  imijortant,  but  the  three  com- 
bined makes  the  perfect  man. 

Libraries. 

In  some  of  the  liltraries  the  books  are  choice,  and  calculated  to  cultivate 
in  the  pupils  a taste  for  good  reading,  but  there  are  some  of  the  libraries  I 
cannot  say  so  much  for.  I would  suggest  thp.t  tlie  pupils  be  allowed  a more 
liberal  use  of  these  libraries.  Quite  a number  of  periodicals  are  sent  to 
the  several  schools  l)y  liberal-minded  publishers. 

Cleanliness. 

The  cleanliness  of  the  children  is  indispensable  to  the  healthy  action  of 
their  skin,  and , that,  to  their  general  health.  Therefore  it  is  so 

much  attention  is  given  to  the  wash-rooms  and  bath-tubs.  Under  this 
head,  I might  add  that  personal  cleanliness  is  considered  a minor  virtue 
among  the  children.  I have  made  it  a point  to  look  well  to  the  water- 
closets,  back-buildings,  and  play-grounds,  and  I find  great  pains  are  taken 
to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  refuse  and  filtli,  thereby  cautiously  guard- 
ing against  generating  disease  of  any  kind. 

Piini.^hment. 

Corporal  punishment  is  not  inflicted,  except  in  very  exceptional  cases. 
The  system  of  governing  is  such  that  the  children  are  put  upon  their  honor. 
The  encouragement  which  this  system  gives  to  the  boy  or  girl  to  cultivate 
a truthful  and  honorable  line  of  conduct,  in  relations  with  each  other  and 
towards  those  placed  in  authority  over  them,  has  the  tendency  of  breaking 
down  the  subterfuge  to  which  boys  and  girls  will  so  frequently  resort  to 
avoid  punishment,  where  a constant  surveillance  is  kept  over  them,  and 
corporal  punishment  the  result  of  detection. 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

The  members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  are  wide  awake  to  the 
welfare  of  the  soldiers’  orphans.  The  interest  manifested  by  the  comrades  for 
the  children  is  paternal,  true,  warm,  and  abiding,  and  they  work  with  extraor- 
dinary energy  and  inflexibility  of  purpose  for  their  benefit.  They  have  as- 
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sisted  many  a “ sixteener  to  a good  and  suitable  position,  and  liave  done 
much  towards  shaping  legislation  for  the  general  adi  ancement  of  the  schools. 
They  are  brave  men,  who  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  supijort  of  the 
Union,  and  now  they  are  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  that  Ood- 
like  charity  of  caring  for  the  widows  and  orphans  made  so  bv  the  rebellion. 
The  Grand  Army  has  a most  peculiar  relation  to  the  soldiers’  orphans,  and 
one  which  cannot  be  fully  understood  and  appreciated  except  by  a Grand 
Army  comrade,  and  this  relation,  while  it  ] daces  upon  each  soldier  coming 
into  the  Grand  Army  a new  or  additional  obligation,  is  one,  if  not  the  chief 
reason  why  all  good  soldiers  should  be  Grand  Army  comrades.  Every 
soldier  must  feel  a paternal  love  and  regard  for  the  child  of  his  dead  com- 
rade, but  of  and  through  himself  can  do  but  little  to  relieve  the  orphan’s 
distress,  or  care  for,  nurture,  and  educate  them,  but  as  a member  of  the 
Grand  Army  he  can  add  to  that  unity  of  strength  which  can  and  has  done 
so  much  for  them,  and  will  continue  to  do  while  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  has  an  existence  and  a soldier’s  orphan  needs  its  aid. 


ConcluitioD. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  say  that  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools  are  not 
alone  schools,  but  are  also  h ones  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  which  are  now 
associated  in  the  minds  of  those  beneliciaries  who  have  grown  to  manhood 
and  womanhood,  with  bright  memories  of  happy  hours  spent  with  loved 
ones,  endeared  by  ties  of  affection,  and  they  will  never,  while  life  remains, 
cease  to  gratefully  remember  the  aid,  encouragement,  and  support  received 
from  the  good  old  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  I iirmly  believe,  of 
all  the  institutions  of  the  State,  none  have  done  more  real  and  astiug  good 
than  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools. 

Most  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  R.  BACHTELL, 
Inspector  and  Examiner. 


KEPOET  OE  MES.  E.  E.  HtJTTEE. 

To  Honorable  J.  P.  MAckersham,  LL.  D.,  Superintendent  of  Soldiers' 

Orphans  Schools: 

Dear  Sir  : I take  great  pleasure  in  sulmiitting  my  annual  report  of  the 
soldiers’  and  sailors’  orphan  schools,  though  nothing  unusual  from  the 
ordinary  workings  of  the  schools  has  occurred  to  render  this  report  strik- 
ingly new.  At  the  close  of  the  vacation  the  children  returned  to  their  re- 
spective schools  more  promptly  than  is  the  case  ordinarily,  and,  as  a genei’al 
thing,  with  a more  contented  spirit,  and  a desire  to  improve  the  time  and 
opportunities  for  study. 

Physical  Condition  of  the  Inmates. 

The  health  of  the  children  has  been  remarkably  good,  no  serious  epi- 
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demic  has  prevailed  in  any  of  the  schools.  We  regret  to  refer  to  the  death 
of  Professor  F.  A.  x\.llen,  of  Mansfield,  conspicnoiisly  connected  with  the 
orphan  seliools  and  otlier  educational  interests  in  the  State,  lie  will  he 
greatly  missed  in  the  edueational  convocations  in  wliich  he  ever  was  an 
earnest  worker,  and  also  in  his  own  orphan  school,  and  in  the  Manslield 
Normal  School,  for  which  he  labored  so  earnestly. 

M'e  find  the  cliildren  generally  comfortably  clothed,  but  not  all  alike  well. 
Some  have  better  supplies  for  the  same  amount  of  money.  The  amount  al- 
lowed by  the  State  for  clothing  barely  covers  the  cost,  and  the  ]n-incii)als 
have  in  some  instances  generously  expended  more  than  the  amount  allotted 
for  this  purpose.  The  clothing,  too,  is  made  in  a neat  modern  style,  so  that 
our  girls  feel  themselves  well  dressetl  and  respected  members  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  live.  The  boys  wear  a full  blue  cadet  uniform,  with 
State  buttons,  of  which  they  can  ever  be  proud. 

1 he  bedding  is  clean  and  comfortable.  The  bed-rooms  are,  in  the  main, 
well  kept.  We  insist  upon  ventilation  in  the  dormitories  particularly. 
Personal  cleanliness  among  the  children  is  required.  All  the  children  reg- 
ularly receive  an  entire  bath  once  a week.  Cleanliness  is  a necessaiy  law 
ot  health. 

The  food  is  plain,  sul)stantial.  and  well-cooked,  and  with  a suflicient  va- 
riety to  maintain  a good  appetite  and  healthy  digestion.  We  do  not  often 
see  a sickly  child  in  these  schools,  except  in  cases  of  hereditary  disease ; 
the  children,  as  a class,  are  cheerful,  rosy,  and  healtly. 

School  Edifices. 

There  is  a cultivated  taste  manifested  by  the  principals  and  superintend- 
ents to  render  the  “ State  Homes  ’■  of  these  children  of  the  Commonwealth 
as  sightly  as  possible.  The  useful  and  beautiful  are  most  happily  com- 
bined in  many  instances.  During  the  summer  vacation,  while  the  larger 
part  of  the  pupils  are  absent  from  the  schools,  the  principals  avail  them- 
selves of  the  opjiortunity  to  make  all  useful  and  needful  repairs  to  the 
buildings,  such  as  to  paint  the  wood-work,  and  white-wash  the  dormitories. 
All  this  deserves  commendation. 


Libraries. 

iiVery  school  has  a library,  some  being  ■'^ery  much  more  extensive  and 
valuable  than  others.  Indeed,  some  of  the  schools  may  be  proud  of  their 
collection  of  books  and  magazines,  which  aid  so  much  in  the  cultivation  of 
a literary"  taste. 

The  Grand  Army. 

Of  all  the  many  interested  friends  of  these  soldiers’  orphans’  schools, 
none  have  shown  a more  substantial  and  abiding  interest  than  the  brave 
men  who  stood  side  by  side,  upon  the  field  of  battle,  with  those  who  bravely 
fought,  suffered,  and  died  for  their  country,  and  the  honor  of  the  “dear  old 
flag.” 
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Each  of  the  Posts  has  a committee  appointed,  called  the  soldiers’  orphan 
committee,  "^vliose  especial  duty  it  is  to  visit  these  schools  at  all  times, 
hours,  and  places,  and  see  particularly  that  these  children  are  veil  cared 
for.  In  a number  of  my  previous  reports  I urged  the  necessity  of  a pro- 
vision being  made  for  the  children  of  disabled  soldiers.  Our  Legislature 
has  done  wisely  in  allowing  these  children  of  the  disabled  heroes  to  enjoy 
the  same  privileges  in  the  State  schools  as  the  orphans  of  soldiers  enjoy. 

Moral  Traliiiug. 

Evening  and  morning  family  worship  is  maintained  in  these  schools. 
The  children  regularly  attend  church,  and  every  ori)han  school  has  a well- 
organized  Sabbath  school ; and  the  wards  of  the  State  are  trained  up  in 
Christian  civilization,  to  become  good  and  useful  citizens  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Work. 

To  maintain  a good  condition  of  the  phvsical  frame,  exercise  is  neces- 
sary, and  exercise  with  a fixed  aim  in  view.  The  detail  system,  so  con- 
spicuous in  these  schools,  furnishes  this  healthful  exercise.  It  has  been 
found,  from  life  tables,  that  no  kind  of  work  is  so  conducive  to  a long  life 
and  a good  sanitary  condition  in  girls,  as  housework  in  all  its  branches. 
The  skillful  housekeeper,  in  a single  day's  routine,  gives  play  to  nearly 
every  muscle  of  the  bod_v.  We  are  proud  of  our  well-trained  house-wives 
in  these  soldiers’  orphans  schools.  These  girls  are  taught  to  sew  by  hand 
and  on  the  machine,  to  make  button-holes,  and  cut  and  fit  ordinary  cloth- 
ing, as  well  as  to  do  fancy  work  of  various  kinds,  knitting,  crocheting,  and 
embroidery  ; to  cook,  to  bake,  wash,  iron,  to  starch,  to  goffer,  to  scrub, 
and  wash  paints — to  arrange  a house,  in  fact,  to  do  all  theditferent  branches 
of  house-work.  They  can  handle  the  fiat-iron  as  well  as  the  pen  or  draw- 
ing-pencil, and  preside  over  the  preparation  of  a dinner,  or  at  the  piano- 
forte. Many  of  our  boys  learn  farming.  In  a few  of  the  schools  shoe- 
making. to  a limited  extent,  is  taught.  The  Dayton  school,  however,  has 
shoemaking  and  knitting  taught  fully.  Also,  in  one  of  the  schools,  differ- 
ent boys  are  detailed  in  the  bakery,  and  become  good  l)akers.  But  we  re- 
gret that  the  boys  cannot,  under  the  present  system  and  arrangement  of 
the  most  of  the  schools,  learn  trades  to  any  great  extent. 

The  importance  of  this  industrial  training  to  society  at  large  can  scarcely 
be  over-estimated.  Charles  Boring  Brace,  in  his  wonderful  book  entitled 
“ Dangerous  Classes  in  New  York,”  refers  to  the  fact  that  when  he  asked 
the  question  of  the  criminal  classes  in  the  different  prisons,  Ac.,  whether 
the}’  had  a trade,  the  most  universal  reply  was  ; “ If  I had  had  a trade  I 
would  not  be  here.’’  The  selfishness  and  bad  management  of  many  of  the 
trade  unions,  in  not  allowing  a mechanic  to  take  more  than  one,  or  at  most, 
two  apprentices,  are  depriving  young  Americans  of  the  advantages  of 
training  in  mechanical  trades,  and  the  consequence  is  that  Ave,  as  a nation, 
are  obliged  to  depend  upon  foreign  countries  for  ” skilled  labor,’' and  this,  too. 
when  it  is  an  acknoAvledged  fact  that  of  all  nations,  the  Americans  possess 


32 


Annual  Report  of  the 


[No.  9, 


the  greatest  amount  of  genius  in  “ mechanical  invention.”  Therefore,  1 
most  earnestly  recommend  that  large  numbers  of  State  industrial  schools 
he  built,  and  our  young  men  and  boys  be  trained  in  all  branches  of  indus- 
try, under  skillful  teachers  and  workmen.  And  girls,  also,  could  be  trained 
in  type-setting,  wood-engraving,  telegraphing,  &c.,  &c.  We  believe  that  a 
mighty  good  has  been  accomplished  in  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools  of 
the  State,  in  the  combined  training  of  head,  hand,  and  heart.  This  natur- 
ally leads  us  to  speak  of  the  educational  system  pursued  in  these  schools. 

The  Educational  ^tatim, 

It  seems  to  us,  increases  with  the  increase  of  the  years  of  the  existence  of 
the  schools. 

The  examinations  this  year  have  been  highly  satisfactory  to  the  large 
and  interested  number  of  spectators  present.  Nearly  every  school,  upon 
the  day  of  the  public  examination,  had  a large  score  of  visitors  of  the  most 
intelligent  citizens  of  the  communitj",  who  came  to  witness  the  progress 
made.  Are  not  the  educational  interests  of  the  great  Commonwealth  safe 
in  the  hands  of  these  competent  judges  ? 

TeaclierH  in  the  Orphan  8chooli«. 

The  teachers  in  the  orphan  schools  are,  as  a class,  “ choice  spirits  ’’ — 
men  and  women  devoted  to  their  work,  and  fitted,  by  a liberal  education, 
to  train  up  their  youthful  charges  in  a broad. and  liberal  path  of  learning. 
The  office  of  a teacher,  in  one  of  these  State  institutions,  is  not  a sinecure. 
But,  as  the  ^mars  roll  on,  the  best  educated  teachers  find  in  these  schools 
a fair  field  for  labor,  where  their  favorite  methods  of  instruction  can  be 
successfully  developed,  under  the  eye  and  direct  inspection  and  approval 
of  yourself,  as  chief  of  the  educational  interests  of  the  State. 

Standing  of  the  Soldiers*  Orphans  Schools. 

From  the  very  nature  of  tilings  stated  in  this  report,  the  standing,  before 
the  public,  of  these  soldiers’  orphan  schools  is  one  of  honor  and  respect. 
These  schools  are  now  as  much  a part  of  the  system  of  our  State  govern- 
ment and  economy,  as  are  the  naval  school  at  Annapolis,  and  West  Point, 
of  the  United  States  government.  The  children,  leaving  these  schools,  are 
proud  of  being  connected  with  them.  Often,  after  leaving,  do  they  return 
with  loving  longing  to  their  dear  Alma  Mater.  Wisely  has  our  dear  mother 
State  done,  in  thus  training  up  her  offspring,  and  ever  will  her  children 
“rise  up  and  call  her  blessed.” 

Respectfull}’  submitted. 

ELIZABETH  E.  HOTTER, 
I)ispector  and  Examiner. 
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CHESTEK  SPRINGS  -MRS.  E.  H.  MOORE,  PRINCIPAL. 

We  are  reminded  that  the  time  has  come  for  the  writing  of  our  annnal 
report,  and,  as  we  look  back  OA'er  the  past  year,  we  see  so  little  change  in 
the  school  that  our  report  will  be  almost  a repetition  of  the  past.  We  feel 
thankful  that  we  are  able  to  say  death  has  not  visited  us  during  the  year, 
and  with  the  exception  of  measles  in  a light  form,  disease  has  not  inter- 
rupted the  school-work. 

I refer,  with  some  degree  of  pride,  to  the  clothing,  feeling  assured  that 
the  most  critical  would  admit  that  the  children  are  amply  su[)plied,  and 
that  it  is  excellent  in  quality.  We  continue  the  use  of  navy  blue  cloth  fcr 
boys’  dress  suits,  and  of  the  bark  blue  coats  and  light  blue  kersey  pants  for 
school  wear.  Our  boys  have,  now,  a dress  suit  of  the  above  named  cloth, 
which  was  made  in  June  of  the  present  I'ear,  a second  best  suit  of  same 
color,  and  a school  suit  in  good  condition.  Last  winter  we  furnished  our 
boys  with  woven  woolen  drawers.  We  expect  to  continue  the  use  of  un- 
derwear, but  will  substitute  canton  flannel  as  we  find  it  to  be  more  durable. 
Beside  that  named,  they  have  a good  supply  of  other  clothing. 

The  girls  have  a suit  of  queen’s  gray  mohair  poplin,  and  one  of  striped 
mohair,  a good  plaid  flannel  for  school,  with  ginghams  and  calicoes  for  sum- 
mer. Of  underclothing,  shoes,  and  hosiery  the}-  have  an  abundant  supply. 

Our  table  is  supplied  with  good  wholesome  food,  which  is  well  prepared. 

We  have  noticed  an  improvement  in  the  conduct  of  our  children,  from 
the  fact  that  they  do  not  require  so  much  attention  when  at  study,  at  work, 
or  at  pla}’.  To  this  general  rule  there  are  exceptions,  but  of  a less  marked 
character  than  fqrmerlj',  and  cases  of  corporal  punishment  are  rare. 

The  above  named  results  have  followed  the  earnest  efforts  to  inculcate 
good  habits  and  instill  noble  principles.  INIorniug  and  evening  devotion, 
praj-er  meetings.  Sabbath  school  and  other  religious  exercises  have  con- 
tinued as  in  former  years,  and  while  we  feel  discouraged  at  times  in  not 
seeing  fruits  of  our  labors  as  we  desire,  we  have  reason  for  thankfulness 
that  much  good  has  been  accomplished. 

The  same  system  of  labor  has  been  pursued  as  in  past  years,  and  with 
the  same  results,  but  the  large  number  of  small  children  now  in  school, 
makes  it  necessary  to  emploj’  more  help  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
children  than  formerlju 

There  having  been  no  important  changes  for  a number  of  years  in  the 
corps  of  teachers,  the  pupils  have  gone  steadily  onward,  and  have  made 
3 Sol.  Orp. 
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greater  progress  in  the  various  branches  of  studj'',  during  the  j^ear  just 
ended,  than  in  an}'  preAdous  A^ear,  and  the  efforts  put  forth  for  their  general 
information  have  met  Avith  very  satisfactory  results. 

'We  have  done  much  repairing  during  the  3mar.  Porches  haAm  been  re- 
newed, painting  and  papering  haAm  been  done,  oven  AA'as  rebuilt,  and  num- 
erous other  repairs  havm  been  made,  which  tend  to  the  general  improvement. 
Several  hundred  yards  of  carpet  have  been  made  or  purchased.  There  is 
no  scarcity  of  beds  or  bedding,  towels,  or,  indeed,  anything  for  the  comfort 
and  cleanliness  of  the  school.  We  have  about  one  hundred  tons  of  coal  in 
our  bins,  and  other  proA'ision  made  for  winter,  and  we  feel  well  prepared  to 
enter  upon  another  school  j'ear. 

A number  of  volumes  of  choice  reading  matter  have  been  added  to  the 
library  belonging  to  the  ^McCullough  Literary  Society,  whose  meetings  have 
been  attended  with  unabated  interest.  About  fifty  periodicals  come  to  the 
school,  by  subscription  and  donation,  and  are  read  with  interest  by  many 
of  the  pupils,  who  find  more  pleasure  in  the  reading-room  than  in  their  plaj'- 
rooms. 

jMr.  D.  A.  Harman,  who,  for  four  years,  has  so  successfully  conducted 
the  educational  department,  not  wishing  to  be  engaged  in  school  work,  re- 
signed, to  the  sincere  regret  of  all.  He  has  been  a faithful,  earnest,  and 
efficient  worker,  and  a highly  esteemed  member  of  our  family  circle.  His 
place  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  Silas  Wright,  who  has  had  years  of  experi- 
ence in  the  educational  field,  and  we  doubt  not  that  the  year  we  are  just 
entering  upon  will  be  both  pleasant  and  profitable. 


DAYTON-HUGH  McCANDLASS,  PRINCIPAL. 

During  the  last  year  the  children,  Avith  feAV  exceptions,  have  made  com- 
mendable progress  in  all  their  studies.  Our  higher  grades  are  not  so  well 
filled  as  in  former  years,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  our  school  is  now 
almost  entirely  filled  with  a new  class  of  children,  and  those  who  have  been 
in  school  but  a few  years,  and  all  young  children.  Our  highest  grade  is 
the  eighth,  as  it  has  been  for  some  time  past.  During  the  year  now  end- 
ing Ave  have  emplo3'ed  but  four  teachers ; and  b}'  dividing  the  school  into 
two  equal  diA'isions,  we  find  them  sufficient,  as  each  teacher  will  have  but 
from  tAvent}'  to  twent3'-five  scholars. 

Industry. — In  this  department  no  change  has  been  made,  except  in  one 
or  two  instances,  and  we  refer  3'ou  to  our  last  report.  In  the  shoe-shop, 
started  last  3'ear,  we  have  made  all  the  boots  and  shoes  (except  girls’  dress 
shoes)  for  our  OAvn  use,  and  quite  a lot  for  sale.  Since  the  adA^auce  in 
leather,  we  have  not  been  aiming  to  keep  much  stock  ahead  for  sale.  Man}' 
of  the  bo3"S  on  leaving  school  are  able  to  make  a ver}"  neat  and  substantial 
boot  or  shoe. 

In  the  hosiery  department  we  liaAm  not  onl}"  knit  all  the  hosiery  used  by 
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the  school,  but  have  knit,  in  addition  to  this,  several  hundred  dozen  for 
other  parties  and  for  sale. 

This  year  we  have  employed  a skilled  gardener,  thus  giving  many  of  the 
boys  an  opportunit}'  to  learn  the  best  methods  of  cultivating  garden  vege- 
tables, and  at  the  same  time  affording  a greater  quantity  and  variety  of 
these  articles  for  the  use  of  the  school. 

The  increased  amount  of  work  done  at  the  school  will  at  once  tend  to 
form  habits  of  industiy  in  the  children  and  secure  to  them  a good  degree 
of  skill  in  the  different  branches  of  industry  carried  on  in  the  institution. 

Clothing. — The  children  are  all  supplied  with  abundant  and  seasonable 
clothing. 

Moral  and  Religious. — The  children  attend  neighboring  churches  on 
Sabbath  mornings,  and  we  have  Sunday  school  every  Sabbath  afternoon. 
The  viorale  of  the  school  could  scarcely  be  better. 

Sanitary. — The  health  of  the  school  during  the  year  has  been  all  that 
could  be  desired.  Xo  deaths  have  occurred,  and  there  have  been  no  cases 
of  severe  and  protracted  illness. 

Miscellaneous. — Our  buildings  have  all  been  repaired  during  the  3’ear — - 
painted,  papered,  <kc. 


HAEFORD-H.  S.  SWEET,  PRINCIPAL. 

IIealtil — The  sanitary  condifiou  of  our  school  has  been  remarkably  good 
during  the  past  year , excepting  that  the  measles  were  introduced  in  our  school 
by  a new-comer,  and  were  quite  prevalent  for  a short  time,  but  without  a sin- 
gle complication  there  has  not  been  a single  case  of  definable  sickness  in 
the  school  since  it  was  our  pleasure  to  submit  the  last  annual  report. 

Moral  and  Religious. — A true  and  correct  education  requires  the 
healthy  and  harmonious  developement  of  all  the  powers  of  heart,  mind, 
and  bod}'  with  which  God  has  endowed  a child.  The  moral  and  religious 
nurture  jf  our  children  is  a matter  of  constant  concern  and  effort,  and  one 
that  is  prayerfully  and  earnestly  looked  after. 

AVe  endeavor  to  have  our  institution  a home  as  well  as  a school^  and 
hence  we  instruct  much  b}'  precept  but  more  by  example.  The  pupils  hear 
a religious  lecture  Sunday  evenings,  and  short  and  spicy  lectures  on  mor- 
als and  manners  nearly  every  evening.  It  is  “ line  upon  line,  and  precept 
upon  precept,”  good  wholesome  advice  and  example. 

Government. — The  discipline  in  the  school  is  based  upon  the  sense  of 
right  and  dutjq  and  the  power  of  self-control.  Children  are  taught  to  act 
from  principle,  and  not  from  fear  ; the  rod  is  very  seldom  ap)ilied  as  a means 
of  correction,  because  mild  and  persuasive  measures  will  accomplish  all 
needed  results  with  the  obedient  and  intelligent  pupils  of  our  school. 

A home-like  restraint  and  feeling  exist  in  the  school.  The  good  grow  up 
better  and  become  stronger  champions  of  truth  and  right,  the  bad  are 
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patiently,  kindl}’,  yet  firmly  treated  from  the  time  they  enter  our  school 
until  thej'  become  reformed,  are  well  grounded  in  right  principles,  and 
grow  up  pure  and  good.  The  spirit  of  sympathy  with  each  other,  kind- 
ness, and  love  pervade  the  institution,  and  the  children  are  buoyant,  blithe, 
and  happy. 

Industrial. — This  feature  of  our  school  continues  to  receive  careful  emd 
proper  attention.  The  good  of  the  children,  and  never  the  pecuniaiy  in- 
terest of  the  principal,  has  been  the  wise  and  grand  object  that  has  given 
direction  and  prominence  to  this  department. 

The  work  of  the  children  is  directed  b}^  competent  emplo3’'^s,  and  the 
youthful  learners  regard  the  labor  they  do  at  the  school  as  a pleasure  and 
not  a burden,  and  look  upon  their  instructors  as  teachers,  whom  they  re- 
spect and  love  to  obey,  because  they  are  taught  patiently  and  kindly  how 
to  labor  effectively  and  well. 

Each  child  learns  to  do  all  kinds  of  work  suitable  to  his  or  her  age  re- 
quired to  be  done  at  a school-ho^e^  and  just  enough  for  proper  physical 
and  healthy  mental  developement ; hence  the  pupils  learn  to  be  self-helpful, 
self-reliant,  and  self-supporting,  and  they  are  thoroughly  prepared  and 
eminently  qualified  to  fill  positions  of  honor,  trust,  and  profit,  which  kind 
of  positions  very  many  of  our  graduates  secure,  and  they  always  fill  them 
with  honor  and  credit. 

Educational. — This  department  receives  the  most  attention,  time,  and 
energy  to  make  it  the  first  and  best  interest  of  the  school.  E or  a number 
of  years  past  the  teaching  corps  was  headed  by  an  employed  principal 
teacher,  but  during  the  past  year  Professor  H.  S.  Sweet  has,  in  person, 
led  and  superintended  the  teaching,  and  very^  good  and  effective  work  has 
been  accomplished. 

Our  numbers  increasing,  the  necessary  changes  and  additions  have  been 
made  so  as  to  afford  good  accommodations  and  the  best  advantages  to  our 
growing  number  of  pupils,  and  it  was  found  wise  and  expedient  to  augment 
our  teaching  force  by  an  addition  of  two  well-qualified  and  efficient  teachers. 

The  proper  and  necessary  time  and  attention,  tact  and  talent,  which  alone 
can  hold  the  attention  of,  and  amuse,  and  at  the  same  time  teach  very 
ymung  children,  is  devoted  to  the  primary  classes,  and  we  have  witnessed 
very  gratifying  and  important  results  in  the  rapid  advancement  of  our  little 
ones. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  vocal  music,  penmanship,  book-keep- 
ing, writing  of  compositions,  and  to  all  of  the  most  practical  branches,  the 
aim  being  to  give  our  pupils  the  essential  elements  of  a practical  business 
education.  A large  number  of  our  pupils  have  also  taken  instrumental 
music,  and  have  become  skillful  and  accomplished  player’s.  In  conclusion 
the  past  3' ear  has  been  to  us  one  of  special  prosperity  and  progress,  and 
with  just  feelings  of  pride  and  pleasure  we  record  and  finish  another  year’s 
advancement  in  orphan  education  and  training  for  usefulness  and  honor. 
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LINCOLN  INSTITUTION- ANNA  C.  TUNIS,  SECRETARY. 

Again  we  acknowledge  deep  gratitude  for  the  success  of  our  undertaking 
for  the  past  year.  There  has  been  no  death  among  us,  and  we  have  been 
wonderfullj’  preserved  from  all  sickness  of  any  serious  nature. 

The  boys  have  yielded  most  encouragingl}"  to  our  great  elforts  at  disci- 
pline and  moral  training,  and  thus  have  rewarded  our  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations. 

Having  been  obliged  to  replace  the  “ night-school  teacher,”  Mr.  Mc- 
Alichael,  we  have  found  his  successor,  Air.  John  Hugg,  in  e^  ery  way  most 
efficient,  and  all  under  his  care  seem  developing  a taste  for  improvement 
that  is  veiy  satisfactoiy.  Those  who  are  placed  in  situations  to  earn  their 
own  living  give  evidence  of  satisfaction,  as  they  still  retain  those  places 
which  we  have  been  fortunate  in  procuring  for  them  among  worthy  em- 
plojmrs. 


MANSFIELD— MRS.  JANE  M.  ALLEN,  PRINCIPAL. 

The  great  grief  that  over-shadows  us  all  makes  the  duty  of  writing  a re- 
port a veiy  sad  one  this  year.  "Hdiile  we  recognize  the  hand  of  the  ‘^Good 
Father  ” in  what  has  befallen  us,  we  can  but  feel  that  the  children  left  in 
our  charge  are  more  really  orplians  tlian  ever  before.  For  though  Air. 
Allen  spent  but  little  time  with  them  personallv,  his  counsels  to  their 
teachers,  his  directions  to  employes,  and  his  controlling  inlluence  over  all 
connected  with  the  institution,  makes  his  loss  greater  to  them  than  they 
can  realize. 

Aside  from  this,  the  school,  with  the  same  superintendent,  matron, 
teachers,  and  employes  generally  is  in  a prosperous  condition.  During  the 
past  year,  several  of  the  more  advanced  pupils  have  attended  the  Alormal 
school,  and  have  compared  very  favorably  in  scholarship  with  the  Xormal 
students,  though  in  most  eases  much  younger.  Two  of  them  passed  the 
junior  examination  creditably,  and  received  certificates  of  admission  to  the 
senior  class,  while,  we  are  very  proud  to  say,  that  some  of  “ our  sixteeners  ” 
ranked  among  the  best  of  the  graduating  class  of  1880.  Hereafter  our 
advanced  grades  will  be  taught  in  our  own  school  by  teachers  whose  rank 
as  educators  shall  not  be  second  to  any  in  the  State  holding  the  same  po- 
sition. Our  new  school-rooms,  each  twenty-four  by  fifty  feet,  are  well 
lighted  and  airy,  and  are  to  be  fitted  up  with  school  furniture  of  the  latest 
and  best  styles,  ’riiis,  with  our  supply  of  new  books — text  and  reference, 
and  with  maps  and  pictures  for  the  walls,  will,  we  think,  make  them  very 
atti'active  to  pupil,  teacher,  and  visitor.  The  changes  in  sleeping,  sitting 
and  dining  rooms  this  year  are  only  such,  perhaps,  as  come  under  the  head 
of  yearly  repairs.  While  among  the  improvements  of  a general  character 
deserving  mention  are  better  drainage,  better  fare,  better  oversight,  and 
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better  military  drill.  In  the  government  of  the  school  there  seems  to  be 
now  but  very  little  need  of  discipline  of  the  sterner  sort. 

We,  like  all  other  schools  of  this  character,  are  very  glad  of  new  re- 
cruits ; but  we  find  that  during  their  first  year  they  are  more  likely  to  re- 
port to  the  nurse  than  to  the  head  of  any  other  department.  This  year 
many  of  the  new  pupils  came  from  districts  where  malignant  diphtheria 
prevailed  to  an  alarming  extent,  and  seeming  to  have  the  poison  in  their 
systems,  came  down  with  the  disease  soon  after  their  arrival  here.  Many 
of  these  who  were  very  sick  recovered,  but  we  liave  to  report  the  deaths 
of  two  from  this  terrilde  scourge  later  in  the  year.  Early  in  the  year  we 
had  fifty  cases  of  measles  at  one  time,  and  a few  cases  a week  or  two  later, 
but  all  recovered  without  having  left  xipon  them  the  usual  measles  “ im- 
print ” of  sore  eyes  or  diseased  lungs. 

Each  3''ear’s  experience  enables  us  to  add  in  various  ways  to  our  children’s 
comfort,  and  every  jmar’s  growth  of  our  little  town,  with  its  corresponding 
increase  of  educational  advantages,  furnishes  them  additional  means  of 
improvement.  The  “ free  reading-room,”  established  b}^  Mr.  Allen  for  the 
benefit  of  the  town,  is  open  to  them  whenever  they  choose  to  avail  them- 
selves of  it.  The  lectures  at  the  Normal  school  and  the  entertainments  in 
town  are  usually  free  to  the  orphans. 

Our  new  professor  in  the  school-room,  an  assistant  matron  in  tlie  house, 
and  a male  attendant  with  the  boj  s will  enable  us,  we  think,  to  give  the 
school  more  thorough  supervision  in  every  department  than  ever  before. 


McALLISTERVILlE— SILAS  WRIGHT,  PRINCIPAL. 

Improvements. — During  vacation,  a new  building  was  attg,ched  to  the 
main  school-building,  wliich  was  finished  for  a kitchen,  bake-room,  and 
boys’  bath-room,  on  the  first  floor,  a class-room  and  employes’  dormitories 
on  the  second  floor,  and  a primary  school-room  on  the  third  floor.  This 
building  added  greatly  to  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  both  school  and 
boarding  departments. 

The  work  of  repairing  and  renovating  extended  to  every  part  of  both 
buildings,  and  to  the  fact  that  it  was  so  thoroughly  done,  we  attribute  the 
remarkably  good  health  of  pupils  and  employes  during  the  year. 

The  cisterns,  out  of  use  for  want  of  repairs,  and  pumps  rvere  put  in  work- 
ing order. 

The  sewing-room  was  exchanged  for  the  principal’s  room,  and  fitted  up 
with  suitable  apartments. 

A new  brick  bake-oven  was  added  to  the  other  improvements.  New  bed- 
steads were  put  in  one  of  the  girls’  bed-rooms,  and  the  aisles  of  both  car- 
peted. Shade  trees  nm-e  planted  in  the  school-grounds  in  Majy  and  all  are 
growing  and  doing  well. 
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By  quarterly  examiiiatious,  the  progress  of  each  pupil  was  tested  liy  the 
principal.  These  examinations  rvere  the  basis  of  promotions  from  grade  to 
grade. 

Another  organ,  secured  through  tlie  Union  Band  of  the  school,  enabled 
us  to  give  lessons  in  instrumental  music  to  twenty  pupils.  A charge  of  one 
dollar  each  was  made  for  the  year,  and  this  mone}'  was  expended  in  })ur- 
chasing  new  windoiv-blinds  for  the  school-rooms. 

e are  indebted  to  the  rennsylvania  Bible  Society  for  a generous  dona- 
tion of  Bibles  and  I'estaments.  Tlie  Lesson  Leaves  for  the  Sabbath  school 
were  purchased  with  the  i)roeeeds  of  the  Christmas  entertainment. 

Twenty  papers,  magazines,  and  journals  were  the  source  of  general  in- 
formation provided  for  the  i)upils.  These  were  read  on  Friday  afternoon 
after  the  letter  and  composition  exercises  had  been  finished.  To  this  we 
added  weekly  Friday  evening  reviews,  or  talks  on  the  news  of  the  week,  by 
the  principal  and  teachers,  by  turns. 

I resigned  my  charge  of  the  McAllisterville  Soldiers’  Orjihan  School  to 
accept  the  position  of  principal  teacher  in  tlie  Chester  Springs  Soldiers’ 
Oriihan  School. 

To  the  Orphan  School  Department  and  the  inspectors,  whose  quarterly 
visits  have  aided  me,  I tender  grateful  acknowledgments. 

To  the  teachers,  tried  and  true,  I shall  never  forget  their  devotion  to 
dut^'  and  right. 


MEKCER-J.  M.  SHERWOOD,  PRINCIPAL. 

In  presenting  our  annual  report  for  the  year  just  past,  we  are  unable  to 
do  so  with  any  degree  of  satisfaction  to  ourself  from  tlie  fact  that  this  has 
been  our  first  experience  in  an  institution  of  this  kind.  Tlie  working 
order  of  the  school  was  somewhat  impeded  for  a time  by  a few  changes  in 
teachers  and  employes,  and  the  conseipient  re-organization.  In  midwinter 
some  two  hundred  of  the  inipils  were  sick  ivith  measles,  and  nearly  all 
at  once.  School  was  suspended  for  a short  time,  and  teachers  and  em- 
ployes proved  themselves  kind  and  efficient  nurses.  All  recovered  to 
usual  health.  Jslotwithstanding  these  hinderances  the  year  has  been  a 
pi’osperous  one,  and  the  school  is  in  a wholesome  condition.  Honorable 
G.  W.  Wright,  manager,  and  his  associate  proprietors  have  spared  no  pains 
to  make  the  school  the  best  possible.  The  educational  and  industrial  de- 
partments have  been  intrusted  to  persons  of  experience  and  ability,  and 
all  have  manifested  an  unusuall}"  zealous  interest  in  promoting  the  mental, 
moral,  and  physical  condition  of  the  children  intrusted  to  their  care.  The 
sanitary  condition  is  good.  The  general  health  of  the  children  during  the 
jmar  has  been  excellent.  Two  deaths  occurred,  the  first  with  which  the 
school  has  been  yisited  during  the  past  four  years.  Gne,  Rachel  ^t'illiams, 
a little  girl  six  j’ears  of  age,  was  brought  here  after  a protracted  illness, 
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and  while  the  .system  was  in  a feeble  condition  took  cold,  and  in  a few 
days  died  of  typhoid  pneninonia.  The  other,  Charles  Chambers,  died  later 
in  the  season  of  pneumonia.  All  the  children  are  supplied  with  food  and 
clothing,  ample  in  quantity  and  of  excellent  quality. 

The  military  department,  with  its  drum  corps,  has  been  of  imnsnal  inter- 
est and  profit  to  the  school.  The  industrial  features  have  maintained  their 
usual  excellence.  Educationally,  we  have  endeavored  to  acquire  thor- 
oughness and  proficiency.  Especial  attention  has  been  given  to  elementary 
language,  and  to  methods  of  study  and  methods  of  teaching.  The  refer- 
ence libraiy  has  been  well  supplied  and  the  pupils  are  making  good  use  of 
it.  Other  reading  material  has  been  furnished  and  a taste  for  wholesome 
reading  has  been  encouraged.  The  primaiy  department  has  been  espe- 
cially commended  for  its  proficiency  and  thoroughness. 

In  reviewing  the  year  we  feel  that  a kind  and  merciful  Providence  has 
dealt  geutl3^  with  us. 


MOUNT  JOY— M,  J.  BKECHT,  PRINCIPAL. 

Indefatigable  and  judicious  labor,  under  the  attentive  management  of 
Hon.  G.  W.  Wright,  has  maintained  for  this  institution  its  acknowledged 
and  well-merited  reputation  as  ‘‘ a pleasant  and  happy  children’s  home.” 
The  carefully  regulated  system  of  study,  work,  and  enjoyment  in  the  edu- 
cational, industrial,  and  household  departments,  was  productive  of  results 
generally  appreciated  and  highly  satisfactory.  The  excellent  health,  cheer- 
ful disposition,  and  general  good  deportment  of  the  pupils,  were  invariably 
observed  by  friend  and  stranger,  with  grateful  appreciation  of  “ the  noble 
puiq)Ose,  to  a still  nobler  end,”  pursued  in  these  schools.  In  general,  the 
days  seemed  all  busy  and  bright,  time  sped  unconsciously  with  the  com- 
forts they  enjoyed,  and  only  when  the  “ sixteener  ” spoke  his  farewell 
Avords,  and  parted  Avith  sorrowful  classmates,  did  he  fully  appreciate  the 
maternal  care  of  his  Alma  Mater. 

The  proprietors,  benefited  ly  a long  experience  in  orphan  schools,  and 
thoroughly  conversant  Avith  the  essentials  requisite  to  create  a gentle  home 
influence,  have  be’en  careful — painfully  careful — to  infuse  in  both  instructors 
and  employ^,  a disposition  to  exercise,  in  their  respective  positions,  a 
healthy  and  natural  discipline.  Discipline,  not  seA^ere,  fictitious,  or  arbi- 
trary; but  lenient,  calm,  and  judiciously  firm.  A discipline  that  is  based 
upon  the  broad  and  well-recognized  relation  of  pupil  to  pupil,  of  pupil  to 
school,  and,  finally,  of  man  to  society  and  man  to  his  God.  A discipline 
appealing  to  his  moral  and  aesthetic  nature,  and  ultimately  calculated  to 
deA^elop  strength  of  character,  and  fit  him  to  control  his  passions  and  intel- 
ligently appreciate  his  duty  and  his  obligation  as  a man. 

Hearty  cooperation  of  instructors,  pupils,  and  employes  is  another  at- 
tractHe  feature  of  this  school.  The  perfect  adjustment  of  the  various 
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numerous  departments  to  a compact  and  indispensable  ivhole  clearly  de- 
monstrated prudent  economy,  as  to  time  or  labor,  in  system  and  uniformity'. 
This  last,  of  itself,  is  a life-lesson.  It  gives  strength,  purpose,  and  a busi- 
ness character  to  the  pupil,  for  the  active  practical  duties  of  his  maturer 
3'ears. 

The  moral,  aisthetie,  and  religious  training  of  the  children  receives 
special  attention.  Familiar  talks  were  given,  and  opportunities  embraced 
to  impress  the  child  with  the  importance  and  beauty  of  a good  moral  char- 
acter and  an  amiable  disposition.  The  attendance  of  church  and  Salibath 
school  was  enjoined  upon  the  pupil  as  a regular  Sabbath  duty.  Quite  a 
large  number  of  citizens  from  the  borough  assisted  as  teachers  in  the  Sab- 
bath  school  work.  Great  pains  were  taken  to  inculcate  and  develop  pure, 
noble,  and  beautiful  sentiments.  And,  as  an  immediate  result,  we  had 
nearly'  all  base,  disrespectful,  and  coarse  ideas  transformed  into  softer, 
milder,  and  purer  ones,  that  yvould  have  neither  detracted  from  the  beauty 
and  grace  of  yvomanhood  nor  from  the  dignity  and  honor  of  manhood. 

Our  educational  focilities  yvere  convenient  if  not  elaborate.  The  valuable 
addition  of  literaiy,  scientific,  and  reference  yvorks  that  yvas  made  during 
the  past  year,  did  an  inestimable  good.  Among  these  yvorks  are  Chamber’s 
Encj'clopedia,  in  ten  volumes;  Macaulay's  History  of  England,  in  five  vol- 
umes ; one  half  dozen  volumes  of  choice  selections  in  English  classics  ; his- 
tories of  several  other  foreign  countries,  and  betyveen  three  hundred  and 
four  hundred  periodicals  of  art  and  general  literature.  The  reference 
libraiy  was  open  to  all  the  pupils  during  school-hours.  The  current  news 
and  progress  of  the  world  in  general  yvere  obtained  in  the  form  of  dailies, 
weeklies,  and  monthlies,  numbering  upyvards  of  fifteen.  These  yvere  dis- 
tributed among  the  pupils,  and  after  perusal  were  again  returned.  The 
efficiency  and  zeal  of  the  teacliers,  the  animated  and  industrious  spirit  of 
the  pupils,  groyving  harmoniously  under  a thorough  organization,  formed 
one  of  the  principal  avenues  to  the  great  and  good  work  done  here  in  this 
department. 

In  conclusion,  to  the  many  friends,  pati'ons,  and  officials  yvho  have  spoken 
so  kindly  for  us,  and  have  taken  such  a lively  interest  in  our  welfare,  yve 
acknoyydedge  a debt  of  gratitude.  And  praying  for  their  continuance  in 
that  support,  yvhich  we  are  made  to  believe  yve  merited  in  some  degree,  and 
aboy'e  and  beyond  all,  submitting  and  implicitly  trusting  in  the  benignity 
of  a kind  providence,  we  there  enshrine  our  memorial  of  the  yvork  finished, 
and  patientl}'  await  the  hopeful  promise  of  the  yvork  yet  to  be  done. 
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SOLDIERS'  ORPHAN  INSTITUTE— MR.  AND  MRS.  WILLIAM  BOGLE,  SUPERINTEN- 
DENTS. 

Since  our  last  annual  report,  another  year,  with  its  jo^^s  and  sorrows, 
has  quietly  and  rapidly  passed  away. 

Health. — Though  the  general  health  of  the  school  has  been  remarkably 
good,  so  much  so  that  for  months  in  succession  no  one  sick  has  occupied 
the  infirmary,  still,  we  have  to  record,  as  the  result  of  heart  disease,  the 
death  of  Sophia  Kline,  one  of  oi:r  girls  in  her  sixteenth  year. 

Clothing. — All  the  boys  and  girls  are  abundantly  supplied  with  excel- 
lent clothing.  The  board  of  managers,  always  prompt  and  ready,  and  ever 
deserving  of  praise,  take  time  by  the  forelock,  and  provide  clothing  often 
long  in  advance  of  the  children’s  need. 

Work. — The  girls  are  instructed  in  all  the  usual  household  duties.  Some 
become  very  expert  in  one  or  more  departments,  and  all  are  taught  to  make 
their  own  clothing. 

Education. — The  high  reputation  of  the  school  for  its  thoroughness  is 
still  maintained. 

Religious. — There  is  preaching  every  Sabliath  by  ministers  of  different 
denominations,  each  t.aking  a day  in  turn.  A Sabbath  school,  with  a corps 
of  forty-five  faithful,  teachers  is  organized  for  the  special  benefit  of  the 
pupils. 

Buildings. — The  buildings  are  large  and  in  good  condition.  The  bed- 
rooms are  unsurpassed,  being  light  and  airy. 

Improvejients. — Improvements  are  being  made  from  time  to  time  in  the 
way  of  additions,  alterations,  etc.,  for  the  greater  comfort  and  convenience 
of  the  children.  Our  chapel,  to  render  it  more  attractive,  has  been  frescoed 
during  vacation.  AVhitewashing  and  painting  are  parts  of  the  regular  pro- 
gramme. 

Band. — The  Matthew  Baird  band,  consisting  of  seventeen  pupils,  was 
presented  last  Christmas  by  Mr.  M^alter  Baird,  wdth  six  new  instruments 
valued  at  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Music. — Some  of  the  pupils  are  very  proficient  in  piano  music.  In  this 
department  a teacher  is  employed  at  the  expense  of  the  institution. 

Military  Drill. — The  boys  receive  many  compliments  for  their  superior 
military  drill  and  for  their  soldierly  bearing. 

Examination. — The  annual  examination  of  the  school  on  the  part  of  the 
State  took  place  May  27.  Many  visitors  were  present.  Prominent  among 
them  ivere  Professors  Houck,  Lindsay,  and  Jones,  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment ; Professors  Thomas  May  Pierce  and  Franklin  Iback,  of  Pierce’s 
Union  Business  College;  Mr.  Edward  Shippen,  ex-president  of  the  Phila- 
delphia board  of  education;  Honorable  Daniel  Fox,  Reverends  J.  H. 
Ashton  and  W.  M.  Baum;  Reverend  James  Neill,  a representative  of  the 
Fifteenth  ward,  vdio  at  the  close  of  the  exercises  made  an  eloquent  and 
feeling  address ; Mrs.  E.  Mb  Hutter,  lady  inspector  of  Soldiers’  Orphan 
Schools  and  president  of  the  board  of  managers ; Mr.  McGregor  J.  Mitch- 
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eson.  president,  and  Mr.  James  Claghorn,  treasurer,  of  the  hoard  of  trustees- 
A large  number  of  members  of  the  different  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  mere  also  in  attendance  the  mhole  day.  The  classes  were 
examined  by  Professors  Honck,  Lindsay,  Pierce,  and  Jones.  In  the  after- 
noon, Miss  Rachel  S.  lYalk  exhiliited  the  workings  of  the  kindergarten,  to 
the  great  admiration  of  the  visitors.  Although  the  day  was  veiy  warm, 
the  examination  reflected  great  credit  upon  both  teachers  and  pupils,  and 
was  considered,  all  in  all,  one  of  the  best  we  have  ever  had.  At  four 
o’clock,  the  exercises  of  the  tv'enty-sixth  anniversary  of  the  Xortheru 
Home  was  celebrated  in  the  chapel.  The  children  were  all  present,  and 
were  addressed  by  the  examiners  and  other  distinguished  gentlemen.  Gold 
and  silver  medals  of  beautiful  design  were  awarded  to  forty  pupils  for  ex- 
eellencA^  in  deportment  and  scholarship.  The  labors  of  the  day  were 
brought  to  a close  by  a drill  and  dress  parade  of  the  cadets,  under  the 
command  of  Major  Spicer,  and  were  reviewed  by  Colonel  'Weidersham  and 
staff,  of  the  First  regiment. 

All  went  away  well  pleased  with  what  they  had  seen  and  heard  during 
the  day. 

Conclusion. — Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  ministers  and  Sabbath  school 
teachers  who  labor  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  children ; to  the  physi- 
cians who  work  so  faithfully  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  afflicted ; and  to 
the  officers  and  other,  employes  of  the  institution  who  have  cooperated  with 
and  aided  us  in  laboring  for  the  welfare  of  the  school. 


UNIONTOWN— A.  H.  WATEES,  PEINCIPAL. 

The  year  past  has  been  one  distinguished  for  uninterrupted  good  health. 
Not  a case  of  sickness  has  occurred  during  the  year.  This  remarkable  ex- 
emption from  the  ordinary  diseases  which  everywhere  prevail,  should  make 
us  profoundly  grateful  to  the  “Father  of  the  fatherless,”  who  has  crowned 
the  year  with  so  great  a blessing. 

Shortly  after  vacation,  in  September  last,  our  large  barn,  with  rdl  its  con- 
tents, was  destroyed  by  Are.  Occurring  on  the  threshold  of  winter,  this 
was  a serious  loss  and  inconvenience ; but  as  we  were  favored  with  an  un- 
usually mild  winter,  we  got  through  very  much  better  than  we  anticipated. 
That  loss  is  now  nearly  replaced  with  a much  better  barn,  built  of  stone. 

Before  the  beginning  of  winter,  a green-house  was  built,  which  has  been 
under  the  care  of  one  of  the  old  pupils  of  the  school,  who  learned  the  hor- 
ticultural business,  and  is  able  to  prosecute  it  successfully.  This  has  en- 
abled us  to  beautifully  ornament  our  grounds,  and  has  also  afforded  some 
of  the  children  an  opportunity  to  cultivate  a taste  for  flowers. 

The  large  amount  of  work  of  A’arious  kinds  necessarily  connected  with 
the  ouilding  of  a new  barn,  and  the  farming  of  an  increased  number  of 
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acres  of  groimcl,  have  given  the  hoys  plenty  of  work,  so  that  the  industrial 
feature  of  the  school  has  not  been  neglected. 

The  purchase  of  a steam  engine,  and  one  of  the  large  and  celebrated 
Shaker  washing-machines,  has  relieved  the  girls  of  much  undesirable  labor, 
and  enabled  them  to  give  more  of  their  time  in  the  sewing-room  and  other 
domestic  work  of  a more  attractive  character.  This  improvement  has  been 
made  at  an  expense  of  $700,  and  is  very  complete. 

The  educational  department  has  been  under  the  care  of  experienced  and 
competent  teachers,  who  have  faithfully  performed  their  duties  in  the  school- 
room. Though  the  examination  may  not  have  been,  in  every  class,  up  to 
expectations,  yet  in  some  it  surpassed. 

The  morals  of  the  school  have  been  very  good.  The  moral  inlluences 
constantly  brought  to  bear  upon  the  children  in  and  out  of  the  school,  can- 
not but  tend  to  improvement.  Whilst  there  are  cases  where  not  much 
advancement  in  moral  is  made,  the  general  tendency  is  to  improvement, 
and  in  many  cases  is  very  marked.  One  of  the  most  gratifying  experiences 
we  have  is  the  return  of  old  scholars  to  visit  the  school,  many  of  whom 
have  grown  into  manhood  and  womanhood,  and  are  successfully  discharg- 
ing the  duties  of  life — a credit  to  themselves  and  an  honor  to  the  State. 

The  officers  of  the  Pittsburgh  division  of  the  Pittsburgh,  Washington 
and  Baltimore  railroad  have  placed  the  school  under  great  obligations  for 
the  continued  favor  of  free  transportation  at  vacation,  without  which  many 
of  the  children  could  not  have  enjoyed  this  great  happiness. 

With  gratitude  to  God,  and  the  fervent  trust  that  the  new  year  upon 
which  we  liave  so  auspiciously  entered,  may  be  as  full  of  blessings  to  all 
the  schools  as  the  past,  I herewith  submit  this  my  fourteenth  annual  report. 


WHITE  HALL— J.  A,  MOORE,  PRINCIPAL. 

Eleven  years’ service  at  the  head  of  this  institution  has  given  ample  op- 
portunity to  observe  the  results  of  the  system  on  the  outgoing  pupils.  P»,e- 
markably  few  of  the  six  hundred,  in  all,  leavdng  tiie  school  have  failed  to 
be  benefited  by  the  careful  course  of  study  and  discipline  received  during 
their  term  here.  The  great  majority  of  those  discharged  have  more  than 
fulfilled  the  expectations  of  their  parents,  guardians,  and  friends.  They 
have  entered  the  arena  of  life  for  themselves ; mingled  among  the  masses 
as  good  citizens  of  our  Commonwealth,  and  are  now  filling,  in  many  cases, 
responsible  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  To  this  end  we  hav'e  endeavored 
to  keep  before  our  pupils  a high  moral  standard,  and  to  inculcate  those 
principles  of  honor  and  morality  which  will  fit  them  for  the  work  of  life. 

As  heretofore,  in  our  educational  department,  there  are  three  male  and 
two  female  teachers  employed.  They  have  faithfully  performed  their  work. 
All  havm  had  many  years’  experience  in  teaching.  Ev'ery  one  of  the  stu- 
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dies  of  the  several  grades  have  heen  taught  vith  satisfactory  results.  A 
primary  department  in  charge  of  an  experienced  teacher  has  been  estab- 
lished. The  result  of  this  plan  has  been  advantageous  to  both  depart- 
ments. Proper  attention  has  been  given  during  the  year  to  vocal  music 
and  free-hand  drawing.  A number  of  pupils  have  been  taking  lessons  in 
instrumental  music.  Composition  has  been  a regular  exercise  in  all  the 
classes  pursuing  the  study  of  grammar.  The  literary  society  held  regular 
meetings  during  the  vear,  and  in  IMarch  gave  a very  creditalde  exhilhtion. 

The  usual  routine  of  manual  lalior,  by  detail  system,  has  been  continued. 
The  boys  assisting  on  the  farm,  and  the  girls  at  every  department  of  house- 
hold work.  The  clothing  has  been  carefully  selected,  both  as  to  its  style 
of  I'egnlation  and  wearing  quality.  The  health  of  the  pupils  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  was  exceptionally  good.  Two  pupils,  however,  died.  One 
of  inflammation  of  the  brain,  and  the  other  of  inflammation  of  the  lungs. 
Both  were  delicate  children  when  admitted.  Providentially  the  school  has 
been  saved  from  a severe  scourge  of  malignant  scarlet  fever,  which  swept 
around  us  on  all  sides,  taking  olf  scores  of  children,  imt  there  was  not  one 
case  in  the  school. 

INIilitary  tactics  have  been  successfully  taught  the  boys.  They  liai  e taken 
an  earnest  interest  in  all  the  evolutions  of  company  and  battalion  drill,  laid 
down  in  late  army  tactics,  and  liave  so  perfected  the  drill  in  the  manual  of 
arms,  given  either  by  command,  or  tap  of  drum,  or  silently  without  sign 
or  command,  and  before  the  searching  gaze  of  old  veteran  soldiers  in  pub- 
lic displays,  as  to  draw  forth  much  applause  and  many  encomiums  for  their 
proficiency. 

The  examination  of  the  several  grades  of  study,  preceding  our  annual 
vacation,  passed  olf  creditable  to  both  pupils  and  teachers.  Deputy  State 
Superintendent  Henry  Houck,  with  Mr.  John  Q.  Stewart,  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction,  led  in  the  examination,  assisted  by  other  able 
teachers.  Fullv  three  hundred  ladies  and  gentlemen  from  Harrisburg  and 
from  the  adjoining  counties  of  Dauphin,  Cumberland,  and  York,  and  many 
members  of  Posts  No,  58  and  No.  116  (1.  A.  R.,  were  present  and  expressed 
themseHes  highly  pleased  with  the  exercises,  and  the  fine  healthy  appear- 
ance and  excellent  deportment  of  the  [uipils. 

At  the  close  of  the  examination,  six,  p.  m,,  the  AYest  Fairview  Band 
put  in  an  appearance  and  serenaded  the  school.  Sweet  strains  of  music 
continued  until  darkness  threw  her  sable  mantle  oi'er  the  busy  day’s  work. 
The  many  visitors  made  their  way  homeward,  well  pleased  with  their  visit; 
and  the  pupils,  proud  of  the  score  they  had  made  on  their  great  trial  day, 
lay  down  in  their  beds  to  dream  of  the  coming  morrow,  which  would  briuo- 
them  their  vacation. 

To  the  kind  members  of  the  two  Posts,  No.  58  and  No.  116  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  of  Harrisburg,  ive  tender  and  extend  our  thanks  for  their 
many  courtesies  and  visits  to  the  school. 
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ST.  PAUL’S  ORPHAN  HOME-T.  F.  STAUFFER,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

It  gives  me  great  ]:)leasure  to  assure  you  that  our  school  has  not  retro- 
graded in  the  least  during  the  year,  hut  on  the  contrai'y  has  made  a veiy 
decided  advance.  Taking  it  as  a whole,  we  feel  justified  in  saying  that 
better  progress,  under  existing  conditions,  could  not  well  have  been  made. 

A new  building  has  been  erected,  with  the  second  floor  as  school-room, 
the  first  floor  containing  wash,  bake,  flour,  bath,  and  recitations-rooms. 
This  building  was  very  much  needed.  Some  repairs  and  improvements 
have  been  made  upon  tlie  main  building,  so  that  the  conveniences  are  much 
improA'ed. 

The  children’s  clothing,  both  for  week  day  and  Sunday,  is  very  good. 

During  the  winter  we  were  troubled  some  with  diptheria,  sore  throat, 
and  intermitting  fevers  ; but  no  cases  proved  fatal.  The  diseases  lasted 
about  four  weeks.  During  the  remaining  part  of  the  jmar  the  health  of 
all  the  inmates  has  been  very  good. 

Regular  farm  labor  is  performed  by  the  boys,  as  occasion  demands.  The 
girls  are  employed  in  such  household  duties  as  are  required  of  them  in 
regular  order. 

Religious  services  and  instructions  are  regularly  continued,  and  we  have 
spared  no  efforts  to  make  way  for  the  spiritual  as  well  as  mental  and  phys- 
ical welfare  of  all  pupils. 

The  morals  of  both  boys  and  girls  are  good  and  quite  gratifying. 

Mr.  E.  Mackey  has  been  retained  as  teacher  during  the  next  year. 
Judging  from  the  present  outlook,  our  prospects  for  the  next  year  are  quite 
encouraging. 


TRESSLER  ORPHAN  HOME— P.  WILLARD. 

In  presenting  to  you  my  annual  report  of  the  above-named  home,  I am 
constrained  to  acknowledge,  with  gratitude  of  soul,  the  great  Author  of  all 
good,  as  the  guardian  of  our  school  during  the  year. 

On  the  return  of  the  orphans,  after  spending  tjie  vacation  with  theii 
friends,  one  year  ago,  several  of  the  number  brought  the  diphtheria  with 
them.  The  consequence  was,  that  notwithstanding  all  our  efforts  to  pre- 
vent its  spreading  amongst  the  children,  we  had,  during  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember and  the  first  week  of  October,  not  less  than  twenty-eight  cases. 
Out  of  this  number,  only  one  soldier’s  orphan  and  one  church  orphan  died. 
From  the  middle  of  October  until  the  present  time,  we  have  had  almost 
uninterrupted  health. 

Our  educational  department  has  been  kept  up,  as  in  former  years,  and 
is  still  on  the  increase.  Every  effort  is  made,  not  only  to  develop  the  in- 
tellect and  teach  the  children  to  think,  but  also  to  cultivate  the  habit  of 
reading,  in  order  that  they  may  be  conversant  with  the  current  events  of 


BUTLER. 
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the  da_y.  Our  reacling-roora  is  still  keih  up,autl  tlie  orphans  are  daily  sup- 
plied -u'ith  papers  and  periodicals,  all  designed  to  furnish  them  -with  the 
best  of  literature  to  engross  their  leisure  hours. 

The  morals  of  the  children  are  still  on  the  advance,  and  no  labor  is 
spared  to  impress  the  mind  and  heart  with  a sense  of  its  high  destiny,  and 
tit  it  for  an  important  position  in  life  for  the  future. 

Our  crops  have  been  good  the  past  year,  and  we  have  had  an  abundance 
of  fruit  and  vegetables,  and  more  than  we  could  use. 

The  children,  as  in  the  past,  are  still  attending  church  regularly  every 
Sabbath  morning,  in  addition  to  which  we  have  Sabbath  school  and  Bible 
class  in  the  afternoon,  and  prayer,  in  connection  with  reading  a)id  expound- 
ing the  Holy  Scriptures  in  the  evening. 

We  have  an  able,  competent,  and  experienced  €0^2)8  of  teachers,  and  the 
course  of  study  is  both  extensive  and  thorougli,  which  is  shown  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  who  attend  onr  annual  examinations. 

The  children  are  well  supplied  Avith  good  and  comfortable  clothing,  both 
for  Sundaj"  and  everyday  wear. 

The  discipline  of  the  school  is  parental.  Physical  force  has  only  been 
resorted  to  as  a conscientious  duty,  Avhen  moral  suasion  and  all  other  ex- 
pedients have  failed.  Our  motto,  as  stated  in  our  last  annual  report,  is 
that  a child  must  be  taught  to  act  from  principle  and  right,  and  if  he  or 
she  can  be  impressed  with  the  truth  that  they  are  not  only  intelligent,  but 
resi)onsible  creatures,  and  that  the}"  are  forming  chai'acters  for  the  future. 
The  cases  are  rare,  indeed,  where  coercion  of  any  kind  is  recpiired. 
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[ From  Paul’s  History  of  Pennsylvania’s  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools. 
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A LIST  OF  “SIXTEENERS.” 

IN  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MAY  31,  1880. 


Below  will  be  found  a list  of  the  children  who  arrived  at  the  age  of  six 
teen  during  the  past  year,  and  were  discharged. 

There  is  no  better  way  in  which  the  system  could  exhibit  its  fruits. 


CHESTER  SPRINGS. 

Thomas  C.  Barrett,  mining,  Chester  Springs,  Pa. 

Howard  S.  Broomall,  salesman,  Pamixville,  Pa. 

Conrad  Culby,  in  factory,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Samuel  H.  Drinkwater. 

Aexander  Earle,  messenger,  Alanayunk,  Pa. 

Thomas  Foxhill,  farming,  Chester  Springs,  Pa. 

George  Feger,  lleadbig.  Pa. 

Theresa  Gallagher,  in  factory,  Allentown,  Pa. 

Anna  L.  Hughes,  with  her  mother,  Coatesville,  Pa. 

Wilhelmina  L.  Konold,  with  her  mother,  Allentown,  Pa. 

James  Kishbaugh,  attending  school,  Alauch  Chunk,  Pa. 

Georgianna  Kiss,  at  home,  Camden,  New  Jersey. 

Mattie  Lafferty,  nurse,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Alice  Alarch,  attending  State  Normal  School,  West  Chester,  Pa. 
Mary  Alonaghan,  in  store,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Joseph  D.  Magee,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Millersville,  Pa. 
Charles  F.  Sehleagle,  barber,  Norristown,  Pa. 

Samuel  A.  Stone,  mining,  Bethleham,  Pa. 

Jacob  C.  Schuler,  iron-molder,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Robert  L.  Sturgis,  selling  milk,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Frank  Seltzer,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Frank  Zimmerman,  Allentown,  Pa. 


DAYTON. 

Mary  J.  AIcCullough,  with  her  mother. 
Amelia  Hill,  with  her  mother. 

4 Sol.  Orp. 
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Homer  C.  Pool,  shoemaker,  New  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Sabina  B.  King,  domestic  service,  Kittanning,  Pa. 

Henry  M.  Netf,  farming,  Indiana,  Pa. 

Mary  J.  Williamson. 

Azariah  G.  Stonfier,  farming,  Kansas. 

Adam  M.  Carson,  attending  school.  West  Monterey,  Pa. 
Amanda  E.  Snllinger. 

Ida  E.  Gontz. 

Jc'hn  Bnrk,  farming. 

Eliza  Hney,  with  her  mother. 

John  C.  Pierce,  shoemaker,  Plnmville,  Pa. 

Lucy  E.  Clark. 

William  P.  McMillan,  mining. 

Harriet  Miller,  domestic  service. 

Mary  D.  Smith. 

Edwin  S.  Little,  attending  school,  Pnnxsutawney,  Pa. 
Charles  Simmers. 

Hattie  Patterson,  domestic  "ervice,  Saltslmrg,  Pa. 
Catharine  Bush,  with  her  mother. 

'William  H.  Keller,  farming,  Indiana  county.  Pa. 

Samuel  G.  Greene,  with  friends,  Erostburg,  Pa. 


HARFORD. 

Albert  Linebnrg,  machinist,  Berwick,  Pa. 

Virginia  Dickerson,  teaching,  Springville,  Pa. 

Nancy  E.  Black,  milliner,  LeRaysville,  Pa. 

Lewds  S.  Yettenburg,  farming,  Missouri. 

Marion  H.  Warner,  farming,  Iowa. 

■Warren  'W.  Beardslee,  farming.  White  Mill,  Pa. 
Deborah  E.  Thompson,  attending  school,  Hartford,  Pa. 
Alphens  A.  Hunsinger,  farming,  Monroeton,  Pa. 
Edwmrd  L.  Ballard,  farming,  Ararat,  Pa. 

George  M.  Robinson,  farming,  Silvara,  Pa. 

Archer  G.  Akers,  farming.  South  Sterling,  Pa. 

Jennie  C.  Robinson,  teaching,  Eorkston,  Pa. 

Charles  C.  Kelley,  attending  school,  Meshoppen,  Pa. 
Edwin  T.  Fassett,  farming,  LeRaysville,  Pa. 

Arthur  B.  Sayer,  clerking,  Scranton,  Pa. 

Jesse  Thomas,  machinist,  Scranton,  Pa. 

Mary  L.  Lott,  teaching,  Harford,  Pa. 

Samuel  D.  Lewis,  farming.  Sugar  Run,  Pa. 

Ettie  Jones,  dressmaker.  West  Warren,  Pa. 

U.  S.  Yahdermark,  farming,  Carbondale,  Pa. 
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George  R.  Merrill,  fariuing,  Thompson,  Da. 

Job  Palmer,  book-keeping,  Ringhamton,  X.  Y. 

Mary  E.  Emboden,  attending  school,  Harford,  Pa. 
Richard  M.  Lntsey,  at  home,  IVilkes-Barre,  Pa. 
Camilla  M.  Ilallsted,  attending  school,  Harford,  Pa. 
Henry  Bronson,  farming,  South  Sterling,  Pa. 
Benjamin  Crawford,  farming,  Silvara,  Pa. 

Elmer  Miller,  attending  school,  Harford,  Pa. 

Ella  Smith,  at  home.  Auburn,  Pa. 

A.  Etta  YanOrman,  attending  school,  Harford,  Pa. 


LINCOLN  INSTITUTION. 

Samuel  Grier. 

John  Schlagle. 

Harry  Clewell. 

Thomas  A.  Keene. 

Thomas  R.  Graves. 

Robert  Benckert. 

John  Katfne}'. 


MANSFIELD. 

Ellen  E.  Poster,  Granville  Summit,  Pa. 

Yiola  E.  Dailey,  Parmington  Hill,  Pa. 

Arthur  Matterson,  attending  school,  M'estfield,  Pa. 
Annie  Pierce,  in  piano  factory,  AVilliainsport,  Pa. 
John  Yargason,  New  Era,  Pa. 

Flora  Prentiss,  Flemming,  Pa. 

Frederick  Freeborn,  farming,  Knoxville,  Pa. 
Charles  Custer,  farming.  Corning,  Pa. 

Lncretia  Riebsam,  Ansonia,  Pa. 

Bethany  M'^ilcox,  teaching,  Granville  Centre,  Pa. 
Maiy  Hall,  Roseville,  Pa. 

Eliza  Thomson,  Golden  Hill,  Pa. 

Eugene  Mumford,  Emporium,  Pa. 

Mnlliam  Baldwin,  clerking.  Roaring  Branch,  Pa. 
M'illiam  Simons,  farming,  Rome,  Pa. 

Perry  J.  Robert,  Elk  Run,  Pa. 

M'illiam  Downing,  Lamb’s  Creek,  Pa. 
iMary  J.  Decker,  East  Troy,  Pa. 

Olive  Yeomans,  Dagget’s  Mills,  Pa. 

Salem  D.  Cornell,  farming.  Chase’s  Mills,  Pa. 

Sarah  L.  Crawford,  East  Sharon,  Pa. 

Charles  Wilber,  farming,  Mansfield,  Pa. 
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Mildred  Decker,  East  Smithfield,  Pa. 
'William  S.  Stone,  Knoxville,  Pa. 
Mary  N.  Hartman,  Williamsport,  Pa. 
Phoebe  M.  'Woodcock,  Sabinsville,  Pa. 


McALISTERVILLB. 

Carrie  Arnold,  with  her  mother,  Port  Trevorton,  Pa. 
Lavinia  A.  Baire,  at  home,  Pinegrove,  Pa. 

George  W.  Bilger,  at  home,  Centreville,  Pa. 

Alfred  Beatty,  boating  on  Pennsylvania  canal. 

Stewart  H.  Brelnnan,  at  home,  Mifflin  comity.  Pa. 

Martin  E.  Dolan,  cigarmaker,  Bellefonte,  Pa. 

John  S.  Davis,  employe  Pennsylvania  railroad,  Altoona,  Pa. 
John  Eckinger,  employ^  "Wister’s  furnace,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
\Villiam  Ford,  laborer,  Duncaunon,  Pa. 

Daniel  Ford,  a,t  home,  Lewistown,  Pa. 

Mary  L.  Green,  at  home,  M'^illiamsbnrg,  Pa. 

Sallie  Griner,  with  her  mother,  Mifflinbnrg,  Pa. 

Edwin  Holcomb. 

George  Hughes,  at  home. 

Harry  L.  Kauffman,  at  home,  Martinsbui’g,  Pa. 

Catharine  M.  Linn,  with  her  mother,  Strode’s  Mills,  Pa. 
Maggie  Morrow,  domestic  service,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Emma  Machamer,  with  her  mother.  Dewart,  Pa. 

Caroline  A.  McCall,  at  home.  Portage,  Pa. 

Louie  M.  Nail,  attending  school,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Ida  Northamer,  at  home,  Philipsburg,  Pa. 

Jennie  S.  Peterman,  with  her  aunt,  Watsontown,  Pa. 

John  E.  Otto,  at  home,  McVeytown,  Pa. 

Samuel  J.  Richwine,  in  planing-mill,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Harry  Rupert,  at  home,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

William  L.  Snooks,  at  home. 

Cora  Shirk,  domestic  service,  Clearfield,  Pa. 

Andrew  G.  'Walker,  at  home,  Osceola,  Pa. 

James  A.  Wright,  farming,  Millerstown,  Pa. 

Anna  S.  "Woodcock,  teaching,  'Williamsburg,  Pa. 


MEROER. 

Hannah  R.  Hodge,  Pulaski,  Pa. 

Warren  H.  Smith,  on  a farm. 

Louis  Koehler,  in  a factory,  Pierpont,  Ohio. 
John  J.  Hood,  on  a farm. 

Frank  G.  Jones,  on  a farm. 
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Charles  (}.  Bear,  attending-  school,  Salem,  Ohio. 

Lydia  A.  Brindley,  domestic  service,  Sharon,  Pa. 

Sylvia  L.  Crawford,  attending  State  Xornial  School,  Edinhoro’,  Pa. 
James  ^I.  Parrel,  on  a farm. 

Frederick  Eckert,  in  rolling-mill,  New  Castle,  Pa. 

William  P.  S.  Moore,  working  for  Standard  Oil  Com^iany,  Franklin,  Pa. 
Jacob  Kissell,  in  tannery. 

Sarah  Beynolds,  with  her  uncle. 

George  A.  Young,  Enon  Valley,  Pa. 

Edward  Hammer,  in  machine  shop,  Erie,  Pa. 

Minerva  L.  Eakin,  at  home. 

James  Hunter,  on  a farm.  > 

John  A.  C.  Moore,  clerking,  Mercer,  Pa. 

Mary  E.  Luce,  at  home,  Carnes  City,  Pa. 

Thompson  0.  Terrence,  in  furnace,  Youngstown,  Ohio. 

Lizzie  E.  McKee,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Indiana,  Pa. 

Harry  L.  Lock,  in  twine  factory,  New  Brighton,  Pa. 

Mary  E.  Woodard,  at  home,  Corry,  Pa. 

Joanna  McGee,  Murrinsville,  Pa. 

Mathew  H.  Smith,  New  Castle,  Pa. 

Elizabeth  M.  Young,  attending  school. 

Elizabeth  Graham,  with  her  mother,  Nebraska. 

Ella  M.  Northrop,  Ouville,  New  York. 

Ellsworth  Gathers,  driving  hack. 

M'^illiam  G.  Lotz,  in  pottery,  New  Castle,  Pa. 

Ralphenia  Conover,  attending  State  Normal  School,  Ediuboro’,  Pa. 
Sarah  E.  Cummings,  attending  school.  Pine  Grove,  Pa. 

Georgia  A.  Kinne,  at  home. 

Lydia  E.  Raible,  attending  school,  Erie,  Pa. 

Iretta  Kitch,  New  Ijebanon,  Pa. 

Andrew  J.  Yogus,  on  a farm. 

Agnes  G.  Campbell,  Greenville,  Pa. 


MOUNT  .lOYL 

Alice  E.  Eichleberger,  with  her  mother,  IMiddletown,  Pa. 

Abraham  Robinson,  tide-water  canal,  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland. 
Annie  M.  Flanuegan,  with  her  mother,  Danville,  Pa. 

Sarah  E.  Reitzel,  with  her  mother,  Highspire,  Pa. 

Martin  A.  Barnes,  printer,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Anastasia  Prescott,  domestic  service.  Pine  Summit,  Pa. 

William  S.  Bressler,  Wallaceton,  Pa. 

John  Little,  wheelwright,  Pottsville,  Pa. 

Abigail  Davis,  domestic  service,  Danville,  Pa. 

Susan  Meckley,  dressmaker,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
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Amos  Howard,  farming,  Lebanon  county,  Pa. 

David  H.  Grant,  car-shops,  Altoona,  Pa. 

George  Welty,  Palmonth,  Pa. 

Mnsselman  Bushrod,  Danville,  Pa- 
William  G.  Boyce,  Salcton,  Pa. 

Charles  McEniss,  engine-honse,  Kentucky. 

Lanra  M.  Parker,  with  her  grandfather,  Rohrershnrg,  Pa. 
Howard  E.  Syling,  clerk,  Middletown,  I’a. 

George  M.  Hedricks,  baker,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Ella  J.  Snyder,  in  factory,  Slatington,  Pa. 

Sarah  Cook,  with  her  mother,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Sarah  B.  Mathews,  with  her  mother,  Pottsville,  Pa. 

Eliza  J.  Jones,  with  her  mother,  Danville,  Pa. 

Sarah  Dnchman,  in  cork  factory,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Oren  M^angh,  baker,  Danville,  Pa. 

Jennie  M.  Rehrer,  seamstress,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Annie  E.  Moyer,  at  home,  Ijebanon  county.  Pa. 

Susannah  J.  Janies,  seamstress,  Tamaqna,  Pa. 

Nathan  B.  Trail,  Marysville,  Pa. 

Anthony  B.  Ely,  at  home,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Isaac  G.  Evans,  miner.  Dry  Hollow,  Pa. 

Sarah  L.  Bush,  with  her  mother,  Hollida,ysbnrg,  Pa. 
Maria  Campbell,  domestic  service.  Concord,  Pa. 

Mary  V.  Young,  attending  school.  Mount  Joy,  Pa. 
\Villiam  A.  Borten,  in  restaurant,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Lucy  E.  'Williams,  attending  school,  'Washington,  D.  C. 
Edward  'Wilkinson,  in  hotel.  Ocean  Grove,  New  Jersey. 
Annie  M.  Kinsloe,  with  her  mother,  Blaine,  Pa. 

George  L.  Bush,  barber,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Alice  G.  Brown,  attending  school,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Edwin  J.  Bannau,  barber,  Reading,  Pa. 

Harriet  Cornelison,  teaching,  Osceola,  Pa. 

Percy  Culp,  farming,  Danville,  Pa. 

Lizzie  A.  Curran,  attending  school.  Willow  St.,  Pa. 
'William  E.  Frey,  farming,  Danville,  Pa. 

Benjamin  Hambright,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Milton  Johns,  farming,  Millersville,  Pa. 

Mary  Johns,  with  her  mother,  Mountville,  Pa. 

Elizabeth  Johns,  with  her  mother,  NewyGermantown,  Pa. 
Susan  E.  Lodem,  domestic  service,  Lebanon,  Pa, 

Gilbert  McLain,  farming,  Mt  Holly,  Pa. 

Sarab  A.  Tollinger,  at  home,  Wakefield,  Pa. 

Peter  Sultzback,  in  tobacco  warehouse.  Marietta,  Pa. 
Sarah  E.  Styer,  domestic  service,  Georgetown,  Pa. 
Elizabeth  Sober,  attending  school,  Danville,  Pa. 

Benjamin  Scott,  Chambersburg,  Pa.. 
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Steven  Ireland,  at  Wanamaker  & Brown’s  clothing  house,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Lizzie  B.  Riland,  in  store,  Eriedensbnrg,  Pa. 

William  Marr,  in  confectionery,  Philadeli)hia,  Pa. 

Elizabeth  Prosser,  nurse,  S.  0.  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
liOuisa  Sountag,  domestic,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Laura  E.  Hemphill,  with  her  mother,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

John  W.  Buxton,  with  Fell,  Ray,  & Co.,  brokers,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Warren  G.  Roberts,  in  hour-mill,  Xewburn,  Pa. 

Joseph  McCullough,  in  publishing  house,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Caroline  Rodman,  with  her  mother,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Samuel  R.  Adams,  in  Strawbridge  A Clothier’s,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Lydia  Holden,  dressmaker,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

George  A.  Beichner,  in  Baldwin's  Locomotive  AVorks,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Franklin  Boyer,  in  Wanamaker’s,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

John  F.  Harper,  baker,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Smith  Atkinson,  in  Strawbridge  & Clothier’s,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Thomas  Seely,  in  woolen-mill,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Martin  "W.  Simmons,  clerk  in  pension  office,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Samuel  L.  "Wartz,  farming,  Schuylkill  Haven,  Pa. 

Sarali  E.  Kephart,  with  her  mother,  McKee’s  Gap,  Pa. 

Edward  E.  Crawford,  in  Wanamaker’s,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Fannie  Rusk,  with  her  aunt,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

M'indifur  Ferguson,  in  Wanamaker’s,  Philadelphia, .Pa. 

Phebe  Palsgrove,  with  her  sister,  Eriedensbnrg,  Pa. 


LNIOXTOWN. 

George  Davis,  on  a farm. 

Aramanth  Foutch.  at  home. 

Samuel  Colling,  at  home. 

Alexander  Bolton,  in  rolling-mill. 

Joseph  Steiner,  on  a farm. 

James  Harkins,  in  drug  store. 

Sarah  E.  Johnston,  married. 

M'illiam  M.  Spicer,  on  a farm. 

Hattie  M.  Kisner,  at  home. 

Effie  X.  Flack,  at  home. 

Mary  Haide,  with  her  sister. 

David  C.  Walls,  on  a farm. 

Sarah  L.  Reynolds,  married. 

Andrew  Temple,  at  home. 

Mary  M.  Haley,  at  home. 

Jacob  Boyer,  on  a farm. 

IMartha  M.  Tissue,  at  home. 

Eugene  A.  Floto,  at  home. 
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WHITE  HALL. 

John  Smetzer,  at  home,  West  Fairview,  Pa. 

James  H.  Bottomfield,  clerk,  Everett,  Pa. 

Eliza.  H.  Baldwin,  attendino-  school,  Laarelton,  Pa. 
Thomas  H.  Harper,  artist,  I^anticoke,  Pa.  ^ 

St.  Clair  Steuner,  confectioner,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Carrie  Saylor,  at  home,  Sharpsbnrg,  Pa. 

William  P.  Shedron,  clerk,  Cassville,  Pa. 

Charles  E.  Blair,  carpenter.  Forest  Hill,  Pa. 

Acheson  Thomas,  farming,  York,  Pa. 

James  W.  Lindsey,  teacher,  Dnncansville,  Pa. 
Thomas  E.  Mickel,  teacher,  Fishertown,  Pa. 

Henry  S.  Fleegle,  farming,  Napier,  Pa. 

Joseph  P.  Heckert,  at  a trade.  Pillow,  Pa. 

George  W.  English,  laborer,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Delilah  Packer,  domestic  service,  Shiremanstown,  Pa. 
Lydia  ^1.  Dieffenderfer,  teacher,  Lewisbnrg,  Pa. 

Amy  R.  Wiser,  at  home,  Hopewell,  Pa. 

Annie  M.  Helfrick,  teacher.  Shady  Grove,  Pa. 

John  E.  McDonald,  laborer,  Clearfield,  Pa. 

Ida  B.  Smith,  domestic  service,  Lykens,  Pa. 

Eliza  D.  Bretz,  with  her  mother,  Llwellyn,  Pa. 
Charles  Rodgers,  clerk,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

James  W.  Giflfin,  learning  trade,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Joseph  W.  Lemon,  gone  west. 

Philip  0.  Zei’be,  farming.  Dalmatia,  Pa. 

Sarah  E.  Jacobs,  domestic  service,  Ickesbnrg,  Pa. 
David  M.  Fulton,  farming,  Newville,  Pa. 

John  Dunn,  at  work,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Dhdlla  S.  Wolf,  Newport,  Pa. 

William  Beegie,  blacksmith,  Wolfsburg,  Pa. 

Lucy  Ward,  dressmaker,  Mt.  Holly  Springs,  Pa. 
Emeline  Weaver,  domestic  service,  Dnncannon,  Pa. 
Ella  M.  Kline,  at  home,  Shepherdstown,  Pa. 

Roderick  Prosser,  laborer,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


LOYSVIILE. 

Frank  W.  Glazier,  teaching  school  in  Mifflin  county.  Pa. 

James  0.  Kriuer,with  his  mother,  Limestoneville,  Northumberland  county 
Pa. 

George  W.  Shunk,  learning  trade,  at  Milheim,  Centre  county.  Pa. 
Margaret  Witmyer,  mautnamaker,  Port  Treverton. 

'William  Anderson,  laborer,  Ickesbnrg,  Perry  county,  Pa. 

David  Hughes,  with  his  guardian,  Blair  county.  Pa. 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 

Sarah  E.  Keefaiiver,  going  to  school,  Cnmlierlancl  county,  Pa. 
Alexander  R.  Martin,  teaching  school. 

Calvin  M.  Reem,  learning  trade,  in  Harrishnrg,  Pa. 

John  Syinmerman,  ivith  his  parents,  in  Franklin  county.  Pa. 

Charles  Wiher,  with  his  mother,  farming,  in  Xeinaha  county,  Kansas. 
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II.  FORM  OF  ORPHAJ^r  SCHOOLS. 


(Class  No.  1.) 


APPLICATION  FOR  ADMISSION. 


To  J.  P.  WiCKERSiiAM,  Superintendent  of  Destitute  Orphans  of  Deceased 
Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  : 

I,  as do  hereby  apply  for  an  order  for 

education  and  maintenance,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
entitled  “xVn  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  accept  the  donation  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,”  approved  the  6th  day  of  May,  1864, 
and  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  destitute  orphans 
of  the  deceased  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  State,  approved  March  22, 
A.  I).,  1865  ; and  on  condition  of  the  granting  of  said  order,  and  in  con- 
sideration of  the  education  and  maintenance  of  the  orphan  above  named, 
according  to  the  plan  adopted  for  carrying  said  acts  into  effect,  I do 
hereby  resign  and  transfer  to  said  Superintendent,  and  to  his  successors 
in  otlice,  the  custody,  care,  and  control  of  said  orphan,  for  said  purpose, 
till  ....  arrival  at  the  full  age  of  sixteen  years,  with  the  full  right  to 
put  or  bind  ....  out  on  . . . arrival  at  said  age,  for  such  employ- 
ment or  trade,  to  such  employer  or  master,  and  during  such  term  as  said 
Superintendent  shall  then  select,  with  the  written  assent  of  said  orphan  and 
myself. 

In  furtherance  whereof,  I hereto  append  the  following  statement  of  facts 
in  relation  to  said  orphan,  with  my  signature  and  affidavit  thereto  : 

* 

P.O. 

County,  Pa. 

Witness  present ; f 1 


Statement. 

The  above  named wms  born  on  the day  of 

eighteen  hundred  . . . . ; now  resides  in common 

school  district, county.  Pa. ; is  the  ...  of 

and is  in  destitute  circumstances,  being  dependent  for 

support  on  ....  The  father  of  this 

orphan  was  an  actual  resident  of in  this 

State,  where,  in  the  month  of ,186  , he into 


Ex.  Doc.]  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans.  63 

the regiment and  J ...  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  at  .....  in  on  the  . . . day  of 

186  , being  then  in  rank  a 


The  said  father  was  of  the denomination  in  religion, 

and  the  subscriber  accordingly  desires  that  his  orphan  shall  be  trained  up 
in  the  same  creed  and  observances. 


Pa.,  ss: 

Personallj"  appeared  before  me, in  and  for  said  county, 

the  above  subscribed . . , who  being  dul}^  . , . , does  say 

that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  statement  are  true,  to  the  best  of 
. . knowledge  and  lielief.  In  testimony  whereof,  I have  hereto  set  my 

hand  and  seal,  this  . . . day  of , 18t  . 

[seal.] 


Certificate  by  School  Directors. 


Common  School  District, 

county,  Pa. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  foregoing  application  and  statement  were 
dul}"  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  of  the  aliove  named  district,  and 
having  been  carefull}'  examined,  are  found  to  lie  true  and  correct,  so  far  as 
the  facts  are  known  to  this  board.  The  orphan  therein  named  is  accord- 
ingly recommended  as  a proper  iierson  for  education  and  maintenance, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  on  the  subject. 

Signed  and  attested,  by  order  of  the  lioard,  this  . . day  of  . . . ISl  . 

...  President. 


Secretary. 


Note. — If  the  mother  has  re-married,  this  application  must  be  executed  by  a guar- 
dian. 

*Tlie  mother  or  guardian  must  sign  at  both  these  places. 

t Two,  if  mark  is  made. 

t If  the  fatlier  died  after  being  discharged,  tlie  certificate  of  a regular  physician,  cer- 
tifying under  oath  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  father  died  of  a disease  contracted  in  the 
service,  must  accompany  the  application. 


(Class  No.  2.) 

APPUCATION  FOR  ADMISSION. 

To  J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM,  Superintendent  of  Destitute  Orphans  of  Deceased 
Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Sir:  I,  as  the  father  of  ....  do  hereby  appl}^ 

for  an  order  for  . . . education  and  maintenance,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  “ An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ac- 
cept the  donation  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Companv,”  approved  the 
6th  day  of  May,  1864,  and  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  destitute  orphans  of  the  deceased  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  State, 
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approved  March  22,  A.  D.  1865,  and  its  supplements;  and  on  condition  of 
the  granting  of  said  order,  and  in  consideration  of  the  education  and 
maintenance  of  the  child  above  named,  according  to  the  plan  adopted  for 
carrying  said  acts  into  effect,  I do  hereby  resign  and  transfer  to  said  Su- 
perintendent, and  to  his  successors  in  office,  the  custody,  care,  and  control 
of  said  child,  for  said  purposes,  till  . . . arrival  at  the  full  age  of  sixteen 
years,  with  the  full  right  to  put  or  bind  . . . out  on  . . . arrival  at  said 
age,  for  such  employment  or  trade,  to  such  employer  or  master,  and  during 
such  term,  as  said  Superintendent  shall  then  select,  with  the  written  assent 
of  said  child  and  myself. 

In  furtherance  whereof,  I hereunto  append  the  following  statement  ot 
facts  in  relation  to  said  child,  with  my  signature  and  affidavit  thereto. 

Witness  present : f * 

) P.  0. 

\ County,  Pa. 

statement. 

My  son,  was  born  on  the day  of 

. . . eighteen  hundred  and ; he  now  resides  with  me 

in common  school  district, county, 

Pennsylvania. 

In  consequence  of 

t (Here  state  fully  the  character  or  wounds  or  sickness,  and  extent  of  disability.) 


I am  now  in  destitute  circumstances,  and  am  unable  to  afford  the  said 

proper  education  and  maintenance. 

I was  an  actual  resident  of county,  in  this  State,  where, 

in  the  month  of 186,1  enlisted  into  company  .... 

regiment,  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  by  reason  of 
(Here  state  fully  the  cause  of  your  discharge  from  the  service.) 


was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  at 


on  the day  of 186  , being  at  the 

time  in  rank  a . . . 

I would  further  state  that  I am  of  the denomination  in 


religion,  and  accordingly  desire  that  this  child  shall  be  trained  up  in  the 
same  creed  and  observances. 

* 


, Pa.,  ss  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me, in  and  for  said 

county,  the  above  subscribed who  being  duly 


does  say,  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  statement 

are  true  to  the  best  ol  . . . . knowledge  and  belief.  In  testimony  where- 
of, I have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  ....  day  of  . . . . 181  . 

[seal.] 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  oe  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Physician’s  Certificate. 


I,  the  imclersigned,  a practicing  physician  in  the  above  named  common 
school  district,  hereby  certify  that  I have  carefully  examined  the  said 

, and  find  the  extent  of  the  disability  as  described  in 

the  foregoing  statement. 


Certiflcate  by  School  Directors. 


Common  School  District, 

County,  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  hereby  certilied,  that  the  foregoing  application  and  statement  vere 
duly  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  of  the  aliove  named  district,  and 
having  been  carefully  examined,  are  found  to  lie  true  and  correct,  so  far 
as  the  facts  are  known  to  this  board.  The  child  therein  named  is  accord- 
ingl}"  recommended  as  the  proper  person  for  education  and  maintenance, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  on  the  subject. 

Signed  and  attested,  by  order  of  the  board,  this  . . day  of  . . . , 187  . 

, President. 


, Secretary. 


* Sign  your  names  at  both  places. 
fTwo,  if  mark  is  made. 

t State  fully  the  character  of  the  sickness,  the  nature  of  the  wounds,  or  extent  of 
disability. 


APPLICATION  FOR  A DISCHARGE. 

To  J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM,  Superintendent: 

Sir:  I,  the  ......  of  do  hereby  make  application  for 

h . . discharge  from  the  custody,  care,  and  control  vdiich  you  now  possess 
by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  “An  act  to  provide  for  the  continuance  of 
the  education  and  maintenance  of  the  destitute  orphans  of  the  deceased 
soldiers  and  sailors,  and  the  destitute  children  of  permanenth'  disabled 
soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  State,”  approved  April  9,  1867,  in  furtherance 
whereof,  I liereto  append  the  following  statement  of  facts,  vuth  signature 
and  affidavit  thereto  : 

Statement. 

The  above  named was  born  on  the  . . day  of  . . . 18  , 

and  was  a resident  of  . . ...  county.  State  of  Pennsylvania,  -where 

application  for  admission  to  school  rvas  made,  and  is  at  this  time  a pupil 

in  the 

And  I further  declare  that  my  reasons  for  asking  for  the  discharge  of 

said  child  are 

And  further,  that  I no-u"  have  in  my  possession  ample  means  for  li 
education  and  maintenance. 

....  and  subscribed  before  me,d 

this  . . . day  of 187  . >• 

• ^ ) 


5 Sol.  Orp. 


. . P.  0. 
County,  Pa. 
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Certificate  by  School  Directorg. 


Common  School  District, 

County,  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  hereby  certified,  that  the  foregoing  application  and  statement  were 
duly  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  of  the  above  named  district,  and 
having  been  carefully  examined,  are  found  to  be  true  and  correct,  as  far  as 
the  facts  are  known  to  this  board.  The  orplian  therein  named  is  accord- 
ingly recommended  for  discharge,  under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  on  the 
subject. 

Signed  and  attested,  by  order  of  the  board,  this  . . day  of  . . 187  . 

President. 


Secretary. 


FORM  OF  AFFIDAVIT. 


} 

- ss  ; 

Pennsylvania,  > 

Personally  appeared  before  me of 

who,  being  duly accoi’ding 

to  law,  doth  depose  and  say  that  the  annexed  bill  is  correct,  and  that  the 
prices  charged  are  those  agreed  upon  by  contract  with  the  State,  and  no 
more  ; that  no  commission,  abatement,  or  allowance  has  been  or  is  to  be 
made  to  any  party  to  the  contract ; that  the  children  charged  for,  were  ac- 
tuallj"  present  and  in  school  during  the  time  charged  for,  except  when 
absent  at  regular  vacations,  on  phj'sician’s  certificate  of  disability,  without 
leave  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  of -which  absence  the  State  Superintendent 
has  been  dulj^  informed,  or  by  order  of  the  State  Superintendent;  and  that 
when  absent  -uuthout  leave  they  -were  returned  at  the  expense  of  the  insti- 
tution, in  the  shortest  possible  time;  and  that  the  Superintendent  of  Sol- 
diers’ Orphan  Schools  has  no  pecuniary  interest  in  the  Soldiers’  Orphan 
School  of  which  I am  the  principal  or  manager,  for  the  period  covered  by 
the  annexed  account  against  the  State  ; and  further  deponent  saith  not. 

and  subscribed  before  me,) 

this  . . . day  of 18  . 1 


FORM  OF  application;  for  admission  to  a normal  school,  no.  1. 

J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  : 

Sir:  I, having  been  honorably  discharged 

187  , from  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  School  at 

at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  desiring  to  become  a teacher 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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in  the  common  schools  of  the  State,  hereby  make  application  for  admission 

into  the  State  Normal  School  at Pa., 

under  the  provisions  made  by  law  for  that  purpose.  If  admitted,  I pledge 
myself  to  obey  the  regulations  of  the  school,  and  to  pursue  iny  studies 
with  diligence. 


, 187  . 


Recommendation. 

The  undersigned,  principal  of  the  Sildiers’  Orphan  School  at 

, hereby'  recommends 

whose  post-office  address  is  , for  admission 

into  a State  Normal  School,  believing  that  ....  disposition  and  talents 
specially  fit  , . . tor  a teacher. 


Principal. 


FOBM  OF  APPLICATION  FOK  ADMISSION  TO  A NORMAL  SCHOOL,  NO.  2. 

To  J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools: 

: I; , whose  post-office  address  is 

, having  attended  the  State  Normal  School 

under  your  order,  for  the  term  of 

weeks,  ending , 187  , hereby  make 

application  for  admission  during  a second  term. 

187  . 


Recommendation. 

The  undersigned,  principal  of  the  State  Normal  School 

■ . . . , hereby  certifies  that 

• • ■^as,  while  under  his  charge,  diligent  in  study 

and  correct  in  deportment ; and  that possesses  those  natural 

and  acquired  qualifications  which  in  a special  manner  fit for  a 

teacher. 


. 187 


Princi2)al. 
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OEDER  OF  ADMISSION  TO  A NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


Principal  of  State  Normal  School: 

, Pa. 

Please  admit , a soldier’s  orphan,  into  yonr 

school,  to  he  boarded,  instructed,  and  furnished  with  text-books,  according 
to  contract,  for  one  year  from  date  of  entrance,  unless  removed  by  my 
order.  As  soon  as  the  orphan  shall  have  been  admitted,  you  will  be  kind 
enough  to  inform  me,  by  letter,  stating  the  date  of  admission. 

The  design  of  sending  this  orphan  to  a normal  school  is,  that  .... 
may  be  fuUy  prepared  to  teach  in  the  common  schools  of  the  State ; and 
you  will  therefore  adopt  such  a course  of  study  and  discipline  for  .... 
as  in  your  judgment  will  best  conduce  to  that  end. 

Yours,  respectfully. 


Superintendent. 

ITarrisburg,  Pa., ,181  . 


DIPLOMA  FOR  SOLDIERS’  ORPHANS. 


The  following  is  the  form  adopted  for  diplomas  to  soldiers’  orphans : 


PROVIDES  FOR  HER  SOLDIERS- 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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(Form  No.  1.) 

NORMAL  SCHOOL  REPORT  AND  RECEIPT  ON  ACCOUNT, 

State  Normal  School, 
Pa., 18  . 

J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools : 

Sir  ; The  following  soldiers’  orphans  were  admitted  into  this  school,  by 

yonr  order,  for  the  term  beginning 181  , at  the  dates  set 

opposite  their  names,  respectively,  and  are  bring  instructed  and  cared  for, 
as  provided  by  law,  and  by  contract  with  yonr  Department : 


Names. 

Dates. 

Names. 

Dates. 

Principal. 

Reeeipt. 

Received. 181  , of  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Superin- 
tendent of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools,  the  sum  of on  account, 

being  an  advance  payment  of  one  half  the  amount  charged  for  the  term, 
at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  ($3  00)  per  week,  for  the  tuition,  boarding,  and 
text-books  furnished  the  soldiers’  orphans  above  named,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act,  approved , 181 


Principal. 


r]x.  Doc.] 
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(Form  No.  2. ) 

NORMAL  SCHOOL  REPORT  AND  RECEIPT  IN  FULL. 

State  Xormal  School, 
Pa 187  . 

J.  P.  Wickersham, 

Siqjerintendent  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  ; 

Sir  : The  following  is  the  account  of  the  soldiers’  orphans  who  have  at- 
tended this  school  by  your  order,  during  the  term  ending  ....  187  : 


No. 


Name. 


Date  of 
Entrance. 


Date  of 
Leaving. 


No.  of 
weeks. 


Amount  charged 
per  week. 


Dolls. 


Cts. 


Total. 


Dolls. 


Cts. 


Total  amount, $ 

Received  on  account,  . , 

Amount  due, 


Receipt. 

Received , 187  , of  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Superin- 
tendent of  Sol  tiers’  Orphan  Schools,  the  sum  of  ...  in  full  for 

the  tuition,  boarding,  and  text-books  furnished  the  soldiers’  orphans  above 
named,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act,  approved 187  . 


Principal. 
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FORM  OF  PHYSICIAN’S  STATEMENT. 

(Form  No.  1.) 

To  be  executed  in  ease  the  Father  is  Deceased. 

I am  a physician  in  regulaT  practice,  and  now  reside  at 

coupty,  Pa.  I attended  professionally  the  late 

, the  father  of , 

in  his  late  illness,  and  for  . . previously  ; and  I hereb}’  certify 

that  he  died , 187  , of . . , 

a disease  which  the  following  circumstances  prove  that  he  contracted 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion. 

l.neregive  the  fullest  possible  history  of  the  case,  stating  in  particular  whether  the  deceased  was 
afllicted  with  the  disease  of  which  he  died  while  in  the  army,  wliether  he  was  ever  in  a hospital,  on  its 
account,  whether  it  was  the  cause  of  his  discharge,  and  continued  to  atllict  him  continually  or  at  inter- 
vals to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  whether  he  drew  a pension.  ] 

. M.  i). 

Pa.,  ss  ; 

Personallj^  appeared  before  me, in  and  for  said  county, 

the  above  subscribed , a physician  in  good  standing,  who 

being  duly does  say,  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing 

statement  are  true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  I.  . . . 
day  of ,187  . 

[seal.] 

Note.— Only  one  of  this  form  need  be  executed  in  a family  of  children. 

(Form  No.  2.) 

To  he  executed  in  case  the  Father  is  Sick  or  Disabled. 

I am  a physician  in  regular  practice,  and  now  reside  at 

county.  Pa.  I have  made  . - , 187  , a careful 

professional  examination  of , and  find  his  sickness  or 

disability  to  be  as  follows  : 

[Here  state  fully  the  character  of  wounds  or  sickness,  and  extent  of  disability.] 


I further  certify,  that  the  sickness  or  disability  of  the  said 

.......  was  caused  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or 

in  consequence  of  that  service. 


, M.  D. 


, Pa.,  ss  ; 

Personally  appeared  before  me, in  and  for  the  said  county, 

the  above  subscribed , a physician  in  good  standing,  who 

being  duly  . . does  say,  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  state- 
ment are  true,  to  the  best  of  . . knowledge  and  belief. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  .... 
day  of  . . . , 187  . 

[seal.] 


Note.— Only  one  of  this  form  need  be  e.xecuted  for  a family  of  children. 


Ex.  Doc.] 
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III.  EEPORTS. 


WEEKLY  REPORT. 

Soldiers’  Orphan 

, 187  . 

To  J.  P.  Wickershah, 

Superintendent  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools: 

Sir  : Tlie  following;  report  is  submitted  for  the  week  ending  . . 

187  : 


Number  on  roll  as  per  last  report, 
Number  admitted  on  order,  . . , 


Number  admitted  on  transfer, 


Total,  . . 

Number  discharged  on  age. 


Number  discharged  on  order,  . 


Number  discharged  on  transfer. 


Deaths, 

Total  on  roll,  .... 
Number  absent  with  leave. 

Number  absent  without  leave. 


Number  present,  males,  . . . ; females,  . . ; total,  . . 


Note.— The  blanks  to  be  filled  in  all  cases  with  names  and  dates. 


5 


Principal. 
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QUARTERLY  REPORT. 

Soldiers’  Orphan 


187 


To  J.  P.  WiCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools : 

Sir:  The  following  report  is  submitted  for  the  quarter  ending  . .187  : 


I.  Ktatistieal  Summary. 

Number  admitted  from  commencement  on  order,  . . 
Number  admitted  from  commencement  on  transfer, 

Total,  ....  ...  ... 

Number  discharged  from  commencement  on  age, 
Nnml)er  discharged  from  commencement  on  transfer, 
Number  discharged  from  commencement  on  order, 
Deaths, 

Total,  . . . . ... 

Number  remaining  on  roll, 187  . . . 

II.  Uiiarterly  Report. 

Number  on  roll  as  per  last  quarterly  report,  . . . 
Number  admitted  on  order,  . .... 

Number  admitted  on  transfer, 

Total, 

Number  discharged  on  age, 

Number  discharged  on  order, 

Number  discliarged  on  transfer, 

Deaths, . . ... 

Number  remaining  on  roll, 187 

Number  absent  with  leave,  

Number  absent  without  leave,  .... 

Number  present,  males,  . ; females,  . . ; total. 


Note. — Accompanying  this  report  there  must  be  sent,  on  sheets  the  same  size  as  this 
form,  a report  from  the  physician  of  the  institution,  and  lists  as  follows  : 

1.  List  of  children  discharged,  with  dates  and  causes. 

2.  List  of  children  transferred,  with  dates. 

3.  List  of  deaths,  with  dates  and  diseases  causing  the  same. 

4.  List  of  children  admitted,  with  dates. 

5.  List  of  absentees,  with  the  date  of  leaving  school  and  returning,  and  cause  of 

absence. 

6.  List  of  teachers. 

7.  List  of  employes. 

8.  List  of  notable  visitors. 

The  Superintendent  will  also  be  thankful  for  any  additional  information  that  may  be 
calculated  to  increase  his  knowledge  of  the  condition  and  working  of  the  institution. 

, Principal. 


,Bx.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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KEPORT  OF  OUT-DOOR  RELIEF. 


To  J.  P.  Wickersham, 

Superintendent  Orphan  Schools  : 


187 


Sir  : I, trustee  of  

a soldier’s  orphan  child,  hereby  present  the  following  report  for  the  past 
six  months  ; 

Age  of  child, 

Whole  amount  of  money  received  from  the  State  on  his  account,  . 

Amount  received  at  the  last  payment,  

How  the  last  amount  received  was  expended, 


How  the  child  has  been  employed  during  the  last  six  months, 


Length  of  time  he  has  attended  school  during  the  last  six  months, 


Trustee. 

Received 187  , of  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Super- 
intendent of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools,  . . . . dollars,  for  relief 

of , a soldier’s  orphan  in  destitute  circum- 
stances, for  the  six  months  ending 187  . 


Trustee. 
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INSPECTION  REPORT. 


, m 


To  J.  P.  WlCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools: 

Sir  : The  following  is  flie  report  of  my  inspection  of  the 

made 187 


Groundt^. 

Extent, 

Condition  of  grounds  and  sur- 
roundings,   

Buildings. 

Condition  as  to  repair, 

Condition  as  to  (Culinary  dep’t, 

• ; School  rooms, 
cleanliness : j ... 

f Dormitories,  . 

Adaptation  to  the  purpose,  . . 

Furniture. 

General  condition  of  furniture,  . 
Condition  of  beds  and  bedding,  . 
Condition  of  tables  and  table  fur- 
niture, ...  . . . 

Condition  of  school  furniture. 

Children. 

Number  of  children  iiresent,  . . 

Condition  as  to  health, 

Condition  as  to  cleanliness,  . . 
Condition  as  to  morals,  .... 

Food. 

Condition  of  the  food, 


Clothing. 

Condition  as  to  quantity,  .... 
Condition  as  to  quality,  .... 

The  Sehool. 

Numlier  of  teachers, 

Character  of  the  teaching,  . . 
Advancement  of  the  pupils,  . . . 

Discipline, 

No.  of  books  in 
. library,  . . . 

eading . i ]^o.  of  periodicals 

L taken,  .... 

Industrial  Facilities. 

Number  of  employes, 

Condition  of  the  indus-)  Boys,’  . 
tries  : 1 Girls’,  . 

Moral  and  Religious  Advantages. 

Moral  and  religious  condition  of 
the  institution, 

The  Institution  as  a Whole. 

Condition  of  the  institution  as  a 
whole, 

Improvement  Since  Previous  Visit. 

Degree  of  progress  in  improve- 
ment,   


MlHoelfaiieou.s  llemarks. 


* 1 

Inspector  S.  0.  Schools. 
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77 


iDstruolions  to  Inspectors. 

1.  Except  where  positive  results  are  required,  the  inspectors  will  fill  up 
the  blanks  with  the  numbers  1,  2,  3,  4,5,  (1,  and  7,  meaning,  respectively, 
very  good,  good,  tolerably  good,  middling,  rather  poor  ,poor  ,very  p)oor. 

2.  The  inspectors  are  directed  to  point  out,  on  the  sjtot,  to  the  author- 
ities of  the  several  institutions,  wliat  they  may  think  requires  amendment, 
and  insist  upon  the  needed  changes. 

3.  Details  which  cannot  be  property  expressed  in  the  report  should  be 
promptly  communicated  to  the  superintendent,  either  in  person  or  by 
letter. 
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IV.  OFFICIAL  CIRCULAES. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  NO.  1. 

School  Department,  Orphan  Schools, 
Harrisburg,  June  1,  1871 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes  ; 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  May  27,  1871,  the  undersigned 
has  been  entrusted  with  the  supervision  of  the  soldiers’  orphans  of  the 
Commonwealth,  wdth  whom,  from  the  present  date,  all  official  business  ap- 
pertaining thereto  must  be  transacted. 

While  this  delicate  trust  has  not  been  sought,  coming,  as  it  is  believed 
it  does,  with  the  good  will  of  all  concerned,  it  is  assumed  with  a full  sense 
of  its  importance,  and  the  most  sincere  desire  to  administer  it  in  such  a 
w'ay  as  to  secure  the  orphans  of  our  dead  heroes  the  greatest  measure  of 
good  possible  from  a benefaction,  which,  in  the  breadth  of  its  liberality, 
has  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  this  or  any  other  country.  In  this  noble 
work  I hope  to  nave  the  active  and  earnest  codpei’ation  of  all  concerned  in 
the  management  of  the  trust,  and  the  sympathy  of  the  public. 

The  immediate  attention  of  those  interested  is  asked  to  the  following 
special  directions  : 

1.  All  clothing  for  the  pupils  in  the  several  institutions  will  hereafter 
be  furnished  by  the  principals  or  managers  of  the  same,  subject  as  to  its 
kind,  quality,  and  quantity,  to  the  control  of  the  Superintendent.  Ac- 
counts for  clothing,  when  presented  for  settlement,  must  be  accompanied 
by  sworn  statements  to  their  accuracy. 

2.  All  clothing  to  be  purchased  for  tlie  quarter  commencing  with  the 
date  hereof,  will  be  substantially  the  same,  in  kind,  as  heretofore.  Such 
changes  as  it  shall  be  found  advisable  to  make  will  be  made  known  in  time 
to  carry  them  into  effect  at  the  beginning  of  the  quarter,  commencing 
September  next. 

3.  All  children  now  in  the  schools  over  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  all 
others,  as  soon  as  they  reach  that  age,  must  be  promptly  discharged.  No 
exception  can  be  made,  under  the  present  law,  in  favor  of  those  who  have 
been  in  the  schools  a less  time  than  two  years. 

4.  The  vacation  for  the  present  year  will  commence  on  Friday,  July  28, 
and  continue  until  Friday,  September  8.  The  annual  examination  at  the 
several  schools  will  take  place  during  the  two  or  three  weeks  preceding  the 
vacation. 
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5.  A meeting  of  principals,  managers,  ins[)eetors,  and  others  interested 
in  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools,  irill  he  called  at  an  early  day  at  Harris- 
burg. 

6.  The  Superintendent  expects  to  be  able  to  visit  every  institution  in  the 
State  in  which  there  are  soldiers’ orphans  under  instruction  before  the  com- 
ing vacation.  Having  prepared,  in  1864,  at  the  request  of  Governor  Cur- 
tin, the  original  plan  for  the  education  and  maintenance  of  soldiers’  orphans, 
after  which,  in  their  main  features,  all  subsequent  plans  have  been  modeled, 
he  feels  not  only  a formal  or  public,  but  a deep  personal  interest  in  the 
success  of  the  system,  and  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  promote  it. 

J.  P.  WICKEllSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIKCULAK,  NO.  2. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  June  S7,  1871. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes  : 
The  present  school  year  will  end  on  Friday,  the  28th  of  July. 

The  annual  examinations  will  take  place  at  the  several  schools  and  homes 
during  the  two  or  three  weeks  preceding  that  date.  Each  examination 
may  continue  as  many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  it  shall  deem  ad- 
visable, but  the  time  of  holding  the  examinations  must  be  made  to  include 
the  day  of  visitation  by  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  examinations  will  be  conducted  mainly  by  the  princii)als  or  super- 
intendents and  teachers  of  the  respective  schools  and  homes,  who.  at  their 
close,  wdll  report  to  this  Department,  in  the  form  prescribed,  the  names  of 
the  pupils  in  the  different  grades,  and  in  each  class  of  the  same,  and  the 
relative  standing  of  each  pupil. 

For  the  purpose  of  witnessing,  to  the  greatest  practicable  extent,  the 
examinations,  and  learning  the  degree  of  faithfulness  with  which  the  work 
of  instruction  has  been  carried  on,  representatives  from  this  Department 
will  be  present  at  the  several  institutions  on  certain  da3's,  as  follows  : 

The  Superintendent. 

At  Children’s  Home,  Lancaster,  Mondaj^  morning,  July  17. 

At  Northern  Home,  Twenty'-third  and  Brown  streets,  Philadelphia,  Tues- 
day, July  18. 

At  Lincoln  Institution,  308  South  Eleventh  street,  Philadelphia,  Wednes- 
dajq  Jiilyr  19. 

At  Church  Home,  Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  duly  19. 

At  Bridgewater,  Bucks  county,  Thursday,  July'  20. 

At  Chester  Springs,  Chester  county',  Saturdays  July'  22. 

At  Mount  Joyq  Lancaster  county',  Monday  afternoon  and  evening,  July  24. 
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While  in  Philadelphi?.,  the  Superintend  :nt  will  also  make  brief  visits  to 
the  other  institutions  in  which  there  are  soldiers’  orphans. 

Inspector  Rev.  C.  Cornforth. 

At  P.  and  A.  Orphan  Asylum,  Alleg'heny  city,  Tuesday,  July  18. 

At  Uniontown,  Payette  county,  Wednesday,  July  19. 

At  Episcopal  Church  Home.  Lawrenceville  Thursday,  July  20. 

At  Home  for  Friendless,  Alleghenj"  city,  Thursday,  July  20. 

At  Philipsburg,  Beaver  county,  Friday,  July  21. 

At  Dayton,  Armstrong  eonnty,  Monday,  July  24. 

At  Mercer,  Mercer  county,  Wednesday,  July  26. 

At  Titusville,  Crawford  county,  Thursdajg  July  27 
At  Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  Friday,  July  28. 

James  L.  Paul,  Esq..  Chief  Clerk  Orphans’  Sehools. 

At  Andersonburg,  Perry  county,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

At  Loysville,  Perry  county,  Wednesday.  July  26. 

At  York,  York  county , Thursda,y,  July  27.  / 

Deputy  Superintendent  Houck, 

At  Womelsdorf,  Berks  county,  Monday,  July  24. 

At  White  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  Tuesday’,  July  25. 

At  'Wilkes-Barre,  Luzerne  county’,  ^Wednesday,  July  26. 

At  Harford,  Susquehanna  county’,  Thursday,  July  27. 

R ev.  O.  H.  Miller,  School  Department. 

At  Cassville,  Huntingdon  county,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

At  McAlisterville,  Juniata  county,  Thursday',  July  27. 

Samuel  Glenn,  County  Superintendent,  Butler  County. 

At  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

The  Superintendent  will  probably  attend  some  of  the  examinations  with 
Messrs.  Houck,  Miller,  and  Paul.  He  has  now  arranged  to  be  at  White 
Hall  and  McAlisterville. 

INIrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  will  be  present  at  a number  of  the 
examinations,  as  will  also,  it  is  hoped.  His  Excellency  Governor  Geary, 
and  several  members  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

It  is  hereby  recommended — 

1st.  That  the  examinations  be  so  arranged  at  the  different  schools  and 
homes  as  to  close  on  the  day  the  State  authorities  have  appointed  to  be 
present. 

2d.  That  the  examination  be  public. 

3d.  That  superintendents,  directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools, 
members  of  superintending  committees,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges 
of  the  courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  citizens  who  are  interested  in  the 
noble  work  of  educating  our  orphan  children,  of  the  proper  localities  be 
specially  invited  to  attend  and  take  part  in  the  examinations. 
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4th.  That  every  arrangement  he  made  beforehand  necessary  to  facilitate 
the  examination. 

The  regulations  heretofore  issued  from  this  Department,  concerning  va- 
cation, remain  in  force,  and  must  be  conformed  to  by  all  concerned. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAE,  NO.  3. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

IIarrisborg,  August  IJ/.,  1871. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  o f Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes  : 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  appropriation  bill  of  1871,  the  amounts  al- 
lowed the  several  institutions  for  the  education  and  maintenance,  includ- 
ing clothing,  of  soldiers’  orphan  children  for  the  present  year,  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

To  the  institutions  named  below,  $150  will  be  allowed  for  each  child 
above  ten  years  of  age,  and  $115  for  each  child  of  less  that  that  age,  viz  : 
Dayton,  Philipsburg,  White  Hall,  Uniontown,  Cassville,  McAlisterville, 
Mount  Joy,  Harford,  IManstield,  Titusville,  Chester  Springs,  Bridgewater, 
Emails,  Andersonburg,  Mercer,  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  and  Lincoln 
Institution. 

To  the  several  asylums  and  homes  that  have  never  received  any  appro- 
priations from  the  State,  $100  will  be  allovmd  for  each  child  of  legal  age. 

To  the  several  asylums  and  homes  that  have  received,  at  any  time,  ap- 
propriations from  the  State,  $ 1 15  will  be  allowed  for  each  child  of  legal 
age. 

It  will  be  seen,  upon  examination,  that  these  allowances  are  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  act,  and  they  cannot  be  departed  from.  The  authorities 
of  the  several  institutions  must  govern  themselves  accordingly  in  making 
out  their  bills. 

A full  aecount  of  all  purchases  for  clothing  must  be  kept,  and  also  of 
all  clothing  issued  to  each  child,  but  these  accounts  need  not  be  presented 
to  this  Department  for  settlement  until  near  the  close  of  the  year. 

No  bill  ivill  be  approved  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Auditor  General 
for  payment  until  the  institution  presenting  it  has  on  tile  all  reports  due 
the  Department. 

J.  P.  M'ICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 
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OFFICIAL  CIECULAE,  NO.  4. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  September  15,  1871. 

To  the  Trustees  of  Soldiers''  Orphans  receiving  partial  Out-Door  Relief; 

Yonr  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  tlie  following  information  and 
directions  for  managing  your  trust : 

1.  Under  the  appropriation  act  of  1811,  no  expense  for  orphan  children 
receiving  partial  out-door  relief,  incurred  prior  to  June  1,1871,  can  he  now 
paid  wdthout  a special  future  appropriation.  Such  hills,  however,  remain- 
ing unsettled  hy  the  late  administration,  may  he  sent  to  this  Department, 
where  they  wdll  he  filed  to  await  the  action  of  the  Legislature. 

2.  Dayments  of  this  kind  will  he  made  hereafter  on  the  1st  of  Septem- 
her  and  the  1st  of  March,  each  for  six  months,  the  first  six  months  ending 
Decemher  1,  and  the  second  June  1. 

3.  Before  payments  are  made,  the  Department  will  require  the  blanks  in 
the  prescribed  form  of  report  to  he  filled  up  and  forwarded,  accompanied 
with  a receipted  hill  for  the  amount  agreed  upon. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  NO,  6. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  September  15,  1871. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes: 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  following  directions  : 

I.  clothing. 

1.  General  Rules  in  Regard  to  Clothing. — First,  the  clothing  for  the 
respective  sexes  must  he  in  uniform  in  each  institution.  Second,  the  hoys’ 
clothing  must  he  military  in  style.  Third,  the  clothing  must  he  seasona- 
ble, good  in  kind,  and  sufficient  in  quantity  for  Sunda3^  and  eveiy  day 
wear  and  for  weekly-  changes. 

2.  Kinds  of  Clothing. — In  the  matter  of  the  kinds  of  clothing,  much  is 
left  to  the  judgment  and  taste  of  the  authorities  of  the  different  schools 
and  homes  ; hut  thej^  are  expected  to  provide  their  children  with  at  least 
one  suit  in  substantial  conformity  to  the  following  suggestions  : 

For  BOYS,  a West  Point  gray  cadet  suit,  consisting  of  pants,  with  black 
stripes  down  the  sides ; jacket,  buttoned  to  the  neck,  American  Eagle  or 
Pennsjdvania  State  buttons  ; cap,  gray,  to  match  suit.  Or, dark  navy  blue 
suit,  consisting  of  pants  and  Jacket,  made  same  as  described  in  graj"  suit ; 
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cap,  dark  bine,  to  match  suit.  Or,  dark  blue  jacket  and  light  Kersey  pants, 
made  in  militaiy  style,  yith  cap,  dark  blue,  to  match  suit. 

For  GIRLS,  in  winter,  a dress  of  black  alpaca-poplin,  trimmed  with  blue 
or  red ; or  alpaca-poplin,  wine  color,  blue  or  plaid,  trimmed  with  same 
material  as  quillings  or  bands  ; black  cloth  coat : winter  hat.  In  summer, 
a dress  of  white  drilling,  pink  calico,  gingham  or  delaine  ; straw  Tiai,  neatly 
trimmed,  and  summer  sacque. 

3.  Price  List  for  Making  Clothing  and  Mending  Shoes. — Dutil  farther 
orders,  the  prices  allowed  for  making  clothing  and  mending  shoes  will  be 
as  follows  : 


FOE  GIELS. 

FOR  BOYS. 

Sunday  dresses, 

Pants,  winter, 

65  cents. 

Every-day  dresses,  . . . 

Jackets,  winter, 

1 10  “ 

Chemises, 

Pants,  summer,  lined,  . . . . 

40  “ 

Drawers, 

Pants,  summer,  unlined,  . . . 

30  “ 

Aprons,  low, 

. . . . 8 “ 

Jackets,  summer,  lined,  . , . 

50  “ 

Aprons,  with  bodies,  . . 

. ...  16  “ 

Jackets,  summer,  unlined,  . . 

40  “ 

Skirts, 

Shirts,  muslin, 

35  “ 

Skirts,  with  bodies,  . . . 

. ...  30  “ 

Shirts,  woolen, 

30  “ 

FOE  MEXDTXG  SHOES. 

For  pair  of  half-soles,  . . 

For  each  patch 

For  pair  of  heel-taps,  , . 

. ...  20  “ 

For  each  seam  sewed,  .... 

For  each  toe-tap,  .... 

. . . . 10  “ 1 

No  allowance  will  be  made  for  mending  clothing. 

4.  3Iode  of  Keeping 

Clothing  Accounts. — The  authorities  of  the  several 

schools  will  have  to  keep  two  clothing 

accounts:  First,  an  Invoice 

Account 

in  which  must  be  kept  the  amounts  paid  for  clothing,  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  clothing,  together  with  the  charges  made  for  making  clothing  and 
mending  shoes.  Touchers  must  be  kept  corresponding  with  the  amounts 
paid  out.  These  amounts,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  must  equal  §25,  multi- 
plied by  the  axerage  number  of  children  in  the  institution  aboxe  ten  years 
of  a.ge,  plus  $19  16,  multiplied  by  the  ayerage  number  of  children  below 
that  age.  Second,  an  Issue  Roll,  in  which  each  child  is  carefully  charged 
with  eyery  article  issued  to  him,  and  all  the  shoe-mending  he  has  had  done. 
The  issue  roll  must  show  that  the  average  yalue  of  the  clothing  and  mend- 
ing of  each  child  in  the  institution  aboye  ten  years  of  age,  for  the  year,  is 
$25;  and  of  that  for  each  child  below  ten  years  of  age,  it  is  $19  16.  Of 
the  children  aboye  ten  years  of  age,  each  child  mustreceiye  at  least  twenty- 
one  dollars  ($21)  worth  of  clothing;  and  of  those  below  ten  years,  each 
child  must  receiye  at  least  sixteeu  dollars  (§16)  worth.  Copies  of  the  in- 
yoice  account,  with  youchers  and  bills,  and  of  the  issue  rolls,  must  be  for- 
warded to  the  Department  at  the  close  of  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 
These  need  not  be  in  duplicate. 

These  directions,  as  to  clothing,  except  so  far  as  the  general  rules  relat- 
ing to  it  and  the  kinds  suggested  are  concerned,  haye  no  reference  to  the 
homes  which  receiye  onl\’ $100  and  $115  for  the  instruction  and  mainte- 
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nance  of  each  child.  In  their  case,  the  children  must  he  clothed  subject  to 
inspection,  and  no  special  accounts  for  clothing  need  be  kept  or  rendered. 

II.  RULES  RELATING  TO  CHARGES. 

1.  Children  discharged  or  transferred  ma}^  be  charged  for  until  they 
leave  the  institution. 

2.  No  charge  can  be  allowed  for  children  until  they  actually  enter  the 
institution. 

3.  No  allowances  for  pay  can  be  made  for  children  entering  an  institu- 
tion without  orders. ' 

4.  Children  who  are  absent  more  than  thirty  days,  either  with  or  with- 
out leave,  except  at  the  regular  vacations,  are  not  to  be  charged  for  with 
out  the  consent  of  the  State  Superintendent. 

III.  FOOD. 

No  regular  bill  of  fare  will  be  prescribed.  All  the  schools  and  homes 
will  certainly  provide  food  for  their  children  that  is  proper  in  variety, 
healthy  in  kind,  and  sufficient  in  quantit}^,  and  nothing  more  is  desired. 

IV.  SLEEPING  APARTMENTS. 

Care  must  be  taken  that  the  sleeping  apartments  are  all  well  ventilated 
and  not  over-crowded.  The  bed  and  bedding  must  be  clean  and  comfort- 
able. 


V.  INDUSTRIES. 

As  soon  as  possible  there  should  be  organized  in  all  the  schools  and 
homes  some  means  of  giving  systematic  employment,  both  in  winter  and 
summer,  to  the  children  during  working  hours.  Mere  job  or  chore  work 
does  not  furnish  the  required  industrial  discipline.  The  work  done  will 
form  a feature  at  the  next  annual  examination. 

VI.  MILITARY  TACTICS. 

Drills  in  militaiy  tactics  must  be  systematically  kept  up  in  all  the  insti- 
tions  whei’e  there  are  boys  over  ten  years  of  age.  The  boys  in  all  the 
schools  will  be  expected  to  be  proficient  in  the  “School  of  the  Company” 
by  the  next  examination. 

VII.  COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

The  branches  now  taught  in  the  different  grades  will  be  continued,  with 
the  addition  of  object  lessons  in  the  first  four  grades,  and  grammar  in  the 
eighth  grade.  The  extent  to  which  each  branch  shall  be  studied  in  the 
several  grades  is  left  to  the  teachers.  Progress  will  be  measured  more  by 
the  proficiency  of  the  pupils  in  the  several  branches,  as  exhibited  to  the 
inspectors  and  at  the  examination,  than  by  the  number  of  books  or  parts 
of  books  they  have  passed  over.  Due  attention  should  be  given  to  vocal 
music,  the  writing  of  original  compositions,  and  drawing. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 


85 


VIII.  instruction. 

The  teachers  employed  slioiild  he  skillful.  Si)ecial  attention  should  be 
paid  to  the  manner  of  teaching  the  younger  pupils.  Above  all,  the  child- 
ren should  be  trained  morally.  The}^  should  live  in  a moral  atmosphere. 
The  example  of  noble  Christian  lives  should  be  constantly  before  them. 
Every  day  should  witness  their  rising  to  a higher  moral  plane.  The  end 
that  should  be  kept  constantly  in  view  by  all  connected  with  the  education 
of  these  soldiers’  orphans,  is  to  make  them,  not  so  much  good  scholars,  as 
good  citizens  and  good  men  and  women. 

I shall  expect  to  learn  very  soon  that  a well-organized  Sabbath  school 
has  been  established  in  connection  with  every  school  and  home  in  the  State 
where  that  good  work  has  not  been  already  done. 

IX.  REPORTS. 

The  Department  will  hereafter  require  reports  as  follows  : 

1.  Weekly  and  quarterly  reports,  for  which  printed  forms  will  be  fur- 
nished. 

2.  An  annual  instruction  report,  similar  to  the  one  made  the  present 
year. 

3.  An  annual  report  in  ivriting,  giving  an  account  of  the  progross  and 
improvement  made  during  the  year,  and  the  sanitary,  industrial,  educa- 
tional, and  moral  condition  of  the  institution,  together  with  the  history  of 
individual  children,  so  far  as  may  be  necessary,  to  show  the  character  o 
the  w'ork  done,  and  any  additional  information  that  it  may  be  desirable  to 
communicate.  Abstracts  of  these  reports  will  be  printed  in  the  annual 
report  of  the  Department. 

All  reports  due  the  Department  from  any  institution,  must  be  on  file  in 
the  form  required  before  its  bills  are  approved. 

X.  CHILDREN  WHO  H.VVE  LEFT  SCHOOL. 

The  authorities  of  the  dilferent  institutions  are  enjoined  to  use  their 
best  efforts  to  obtain  suitable  employment  for  the  children  leaving  school 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  to  keep  up  a correspondence  witli  them,  to  bring 
them  back  to  the  institution  at  stated  times  ; in  short,  to  lie  fathers  to  the 
fatherless,  that  the  noblest  benefaction  ever  made  by  a Christian  State  may 
produce  its  richest  fruit. 

J.  P.  AVICKEKSIIAM, 
Superintendent. 
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OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  NO.  6. 

Department  op  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  March  ii,  1872. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  the  Soldiers^  Orphan  Schools:- 

1.  Your  bills  for  the  current  quarter,  the  last  quarter  of  the  present 
school  year,  must  be  accoinpaniecl  with  the  required  clothing  accounts. 
These  will  consist,  tirst,  of  an  invoice  account,  presenting  a full,  detailed 
statement  of  all  purchases  of  clothing,  and  all  moneys  paid  out  or  charges 
made  on  account  of  clothing  during  tlie  year.  This  statement  should  be 
plainly  nu-itten  on  one  side  of  sheets  of  foolscap  paper.  An  inventory  of 
the  stock  on  hand  should  be  appended.  Second,  of  an  issue  roll,  in  which 
each  child  is  carefully  charged,  at  their  cost  pricefe,ivith  the  articles  he  has 
received.  Forms  will  be  furnished  for  this  purpose.  In  this  connection, 
attention  is  called  to  paragraph  4,  of  Circular  No.  5. 

2.  The  annual  written  and  instruction  reports  now  required  from  each 
institution  must  be  on  tile  here  b}^  the  1st  of  August.  The  written  re- 
ports, if  not  exceeding  in  length  three  pages  of  the  report  of  the  Depart- 
ment will  be  published  in  full.  These  reports  should  give  brief  accounts 
of  the  progress  and  improA’ement  made  during  the  year,  and  the  sanitaiy, 
industrial,  educational,  and  moral  condition  of  each  institution,  and  any 
additional  information  that  may  be  deemed  desirable. 

3.  Each  school  will  be  expected  to  furnish,  with  the  reports  named  aboA^e, 
as  complete  a list  as  it  is  practicable  to  prepare,  of  all  children  who  have 
gone  from  it  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  stating  hoAV  they  are  now  employed, 
in  the  manner  of  the  partial  lists  contained  in  the  last  annual  report  of  this 
Department. 

4.  All  the  schools  Avill  be  visited  and  carefully  inspected  by  both  the  in- 
spectors during  the  current  quarter,  and  no  further  bills  from  any  one  will 
be  paid  unless  a paper,  signed  by  tliese  officers,  shall  be  placed  on  file,  cer- 
tifying that  it  is,  in  all  respects,  in  a satisfactory  condition ; or,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  such  paper,  unless  by  personal  inspection,  the  Superintendent  is 
convinced  that  the  institution  is  managed  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  law  and  the  directions  of  this  Department. 

5.  A beautiful  diploma  for  the  “ Sixteeners  ” is  now  being  engraved,  and, 
it  is  expected,  avuII  be  ready  for  deliA'ery  in  a feAV  weeks. 

6.  The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  schools  will  take  place  this 
year  about  the  usual  time.  Details  aauII  be  made  known  in  another  circular. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 
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OFFICIAL  CIECULAE,  NO.  7. 

Department  op  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

II  ARRisBURG,  June  17^  1872. 

Tothe  Principals  and  Managers  of  the  Soldiers^  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes: 

Vacation  this  j’^ear  ivill  commence  on  Monday,  July  22,  and  continue  till 
Monday,  Septemlier  2,  six  weeks. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as  many 
days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisahle,  but  the  time 
of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  the  visit- 
■ ation  of  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper ; and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examination  in  tlie  lower  classes  to 
some  one  branch  of  insfruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more  gen- 
eral examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils  soon 
to  leave  the  institutions. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  lie  made  out  as  last  year,  by  the  of- 
ficers of  the  several  schools  and  homes,  and  forwarded  to  this  Department. 

Special  Examinations. 

The  inspectors,  ReA'erend  C.  Cornforth  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  will  hold 
a special  examination  at  the  Lincoln  Institution,  308  South  Eleventh  street, 
Philadelphia,  on  Wednesday,  June  26. 

E.xaniinations  at  the  Homes. 

The  inspectors  will  also  visit  the  several  homes,  and  examine  the  pupils, 
as  follows  : 

Catholic  Home,  Philadelphia,  Thursday,  June  27,  A.  M. 

St.  John’s  Orphan  Asylum,  Philadelphia,  Thursday,  June  27,  p.  m. 
Industrial  School,  Philadelphia,  Friday,  June  28,  A.  M. 

Church  Home,  Philadelphia,  Friday,  June  28,  P.  M. 

Orphan  Home,  Germantown,  Saturday,  June  29,  A.  m. 

St.  Vincent  Asylum,  T’acony,  Saturday,  June  29,  P.  M. 

Ijancaster  Home,  and  St.  James’  Orphan  Asylum,  Lancaster,  Monday, 
July  1. 

York  Home,  York,  Tuesday,  July  2,  A.  M. 

Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Orphan  Asylum,  Allegheny,  IVednesday,  July  3. 
St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Friday,  July  5. 

Episcopal  Church  Home,  Pittsburgh,  Saturday,  July  6,  A.  m. 

Home  of  the  Friendless,  Allegheny,  Saturday,  July  6,  p.  M. 

The  Superintendent  will  be  at — 

Orphan  Home,  Womelsdorf,  Friday,  July  5. 
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Examination!)  at  the  8clioois. 

The  Superintendent  TV’ill  attend — 

Vt  Andersonburg,  Perry  county,  Wednesdaj',  July  19. 

Loysville,  Perry  count}',  Wednesday  evening  and  Thursday  morning, 
July  10  and  11. 

4^t  Cassville,  Huntingdon  county,  Friday,  July  12. 

At  Phillipsburg,  Beaver  county,  Wednesday,  July  17. 

At  Mercer,  Mercer  county,  Friday,  July  19. 

Inspector  Cornforth  -will  attend — ^ 

At  Uniontown,  Fayette  county,  Monday,  July  8. 

At  Dayton,  Armstrong  county,  'Wednesday,  July  10. 

At  Titusville,  Crawford  count}',  Friday,  July  12. 

At  Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  Tuesday,  July  16. 

At  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  Thursday,  J’uly  18 
Wilkes-Barre  Home,  Friday,  July  19. 

M^hite  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  Saturday,  July  20 
Deputy  State  Superintendent  Houck  will  attend — 

At  Chester  Springs,  Chester  county,  Tuesday,  July  16. 

At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  July  17. 

At  Bridgewater,  Bucks  county,  Thursday,  July  18. 

At  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster  coiinty,  Friday,  July  19. 

Mr.  J.  N.  Beistle,  of  the  School  Department,  will  attend — 

At  McAlisterville,  Juniata  county,  Thursday,  July  18. 

Several  county  superintendents  and  other  gentlemen  not  named  will 
take  part  in  the  examinations. 

IMrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  tvill  attend  a number  of  the  examina- 
tions at  the  schools,  and  invitations  to  be  present  will  be  extended  to  His 
Excellency  Glovernor  Geary  and  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  in- 
sj^ection. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public  ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite  specially  the  presence  of  direct- 
ors and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  superintending  commit- 
tees, members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  courts,  clergymen,  editors, 
and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities  as  have  interested  them- 
selves in  the  work  of  educating  our  orphan  children. 

The  examinations  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable  at  nine,  A.  M., 
and  two,  r.  ii.  Every  arrangement  should  be  made  beforehand, to  prevent 
unnecessary  delay. 

The  regulations  for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Svperintendent. 
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SPECIAL  CffiCULAH. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  May  9,  187‘^. 


Principal  Soldiers'  Orphan  School  at ; 

Dear  Sir:  Dnder  an  act  of  the  recent  session  of  tlie  Lesjislatnre,  I 
propose  to  place,  near  the  1st  of  Septemlier  next,  about  fifteen  soldiers’ 
orphans  of  proper  age  and  qualifications,  in  the  State  Normal  School,  with 
the  design  of  training  them  for  teachers. 

My  purpose  in  writing  is  to  ask  you  to  make  this  fact  as  widely  known 
among  those  who  are  or  have  been  pupils  at  your  school  as  may  lie  practi- 
cable, and  report  to  this  Department,  from  time  to  time,  the  names  of  such 
competent  persons  as  may  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  so 
generously  offered  them  by  the  State,  of  preparing  for  a noble  profession. 
All  names  sent  in  should  be  accompanied  with  testimonials  of  scholarship, 
character,  and  fitness. 

The  conditions  on  which  pupils  will  be  admitted  into  the  normal  schools 
on  this  foundation  are  the  following  ; 

1.  They  must  be  over  sixteen  years  of  age. 

2.  All  their  expenses  for  boarding,  tuition,  and  text-books  will  be  paid. 
Any  other  expenses  they  must  pay  for  themselves. 

3.  They  must  agree  to  remain  at  school  for  at  least  one  year. 

They  must  agree  to  be  directed  in  their  studies  by  the  faculty  of  the 
school  to  which  they  are  sent,  and  by  this  Department. 

Very  respectfulljq 

J.  P.  MACKEDSIIAM, 
Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIECULAR,  NO.  8. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  June  9,  1873. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes: 

Vacation  this  year  will  commence  on  Monday,  July  21,  and  continue  till 
Monday,  September  1,  six  weeks. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  sev’eral  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  daj'  of  the 
visitation  of  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  -when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  thej’  may  deem  proper ; and  it  is  hereby 
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directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examination  in  the  lower  classes  to 
some  one  branch  of  instrnction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils 
soon  to  leave  the  institutions. 

The  reports  of  tlie  examinations  will  be  made  out  as  last  year,  by  the 
ofticers  of  the  several  schools  and  homes  and  forwarded  to  this  Depart- 
ment. 

Special  Examinations. 

Special  examinations  have  already  been  held  by  the  Superintendent,  at 
the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute  and  the  Lincoln  Institution,  Philadelphia. 

Examinations  at  the  Homes. 

The  inspectors  will  visit  the  several  homes  and  examine  the  pupils,  as 
follows  : 

Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Orphan  Asylum,  Allegheny,  Monday,  June  16. 
St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Tuesday,  June  17. 

Home  of  the  Friendless,  Allegheny,  Wednesday,  June  18,  a.  m. 

Episcopal  Church  Home,  Pittsburgh,  Wednesday,  June  18,  p.  m. 

York  Plome,  York,  Friday,  June  20. 

Catholic  Home,  Philadelphia,  Monday,  June  23,  A.  M. 

St.  John’s  Orphan  Asylum,  Philadelphia,  Monday,  June  23,  P.  M. 

Industrial  School,  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  June  24,  a.  m. 

Church  Home,  Philadeli)hia,  Tuesday,  June  24,  p.  M. 

Orphan  Home,  Germantown,  4Vednesday,  June  2.5,  A.  M. 

St.  Yincent  Asylum,  Tacony,  'Wednesday,  June  25,  P.  M. 

The  Superintendent  will  be  at  Lancaster  Home,  Lancaster,  Monday, 
July  7,  A.  M. 

Dejtuty  Superintendent  Houck  will  be  at  Orphan  Ilomev,  Womelsdorf, 
Tuesday,  July  8,  a.  m. 

Examination  at  the  Schools. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend — 

At  Chester  Springs,  Chester  county,  Tuesday,  July  8,  a.  m. 

At  Bridgewater,  Bucks  county,  Wednesday,  July  9. 

At  McAlisterville,  Juniata  county,  Friday,  July  11. 

At  White  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  Tuesday,  July  15. 

At  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster  county,  Thursday,  July  17. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  Mercer,  Mercer  county,  Tuesday,  July  8. 

At  Titusville,  Crawford  county,  Wednesday,  July  9. 

At  Daj'ton,  Armstrong  county,  Friday,  July  11. 

At  Cassville,  Huntingdon  county,  Tuesday,  July  15. 

At  Andersonburg,  Perry  county,  Thursday,  July  17. 

At  Loysville,  Perry  county,  Friday,  July  18. 

Professor  Robert  Curry,  Assistant  Deputy  Superintendent,  wall  attend — 
At  Philipsburg,  Beaver  county,  Tuesdaj^,  July  15. 


Ex.  Doc.] 
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At  Eniontown,  Fayette  county,  Thursday,  July  17. 

Colonel  Janies  L.  Paul,  Chief  Clerk,  will  attend — 

At  Wilkes-Darre  Home,  Luzerne  county,  Tuesday,  July  15,  a.  m. 

At  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  Wednesday,  July  16. 

At  Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  July  18. 

Several  county  superintendents  and  other  gentlemen  not  named  will  take 
part  ill  the  examinations. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  will  attend  a number  of  the  examina- 
tions at  the  schools,  and  invitations  to  lie  present  will  be  extended  to  His 
Excellency,  Oovernor  Hartranft,  and  Colonel  Hobert  B.  Beath,  commander 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Pepublic,  and  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
in  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  shoidd  be  ready  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public  ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite  specially  the  presence  of  direct- 
ors and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  superintending  commit- 
tees, soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the  courts,  clergymen, 
editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities  as  have  interested 
themselves  in  the  work  of  educating  our  orphan  children. 

The  examinations  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable  at  nine,  a.  w., 
and  two,  p.  m.  Every  arrangement  should  be  made  beforehand,  to  preimiit 
unnecessary  delay. 

The  regulations  for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  AVICKERSIIAM, 
Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIKCULAR,  NO.  9. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  April  8^  187 

To  the  Mothers,  Guardians,  and  Friends  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphans  of  the 

School  at  Gassville: 

Herendth  you  M'ill  receive  the  furlough  granted  the  children  i)laced  at 
your  request  in  the  school  at  Cassville.  The  school  has  been  closed  by 
legislative  authority,  and  it  has  been  thought  best  to  allow  the  children 
who  have  been  attending  it,  the  privilege  of  visiting  their  homes  and  con- 
sulting with  their  friends  before  being  transferred  elseivhere.  The  State 
will  see  to  payment  of  the  cost  of  travel  in  making  the  visit,  for  all  wlio 
report  promptly  upon  receiving  -the  order  of  transfer,  at  the  end  of  the 
time  for  which  the  furlough  is  granted. 

The  selection  of  schools  in  which  these  orphans  may  receive  instruction 
for  the  remaining  years  until  they  shall  be  sixteen, the  Superintendent  will 
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leave  to  your  own  choice,  if  expressed  within  two  weeks  after  the  receipt 
of  this  circular;  but  if  yon  neglect  to  mention  within  the  time  named,  a 
school  to  which  you  would  prefer  to  have  those  under  your  care  transferred, 
the  one  which  is  thouglit  the  most  convenient  or  suitable  will  be  designated 
here,  and  the  transfer  ordered. 

Enclosed  jmu  will  find  a copy  of  the  Orphan  School  Directory,  which 
will  furnish  an}-  needed  information  in  regard  to  the  location,  principal, 
and  mode  of  reaching  the  several  institutions  now  in  operation  as  orphan 
schools. 

The  Superintendent  exj^ects  a ready  and  willing  compliance  with  his  di- 
rections by  all  concerned,  giving  in  return  the  assurance  that  nothing  will 
be  left  undone  on  his  part  to  secure  the  future  welfare  of  the  children. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIECULAR,  NO.  10. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  June  3,  187^. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers’'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes . 

A'acation  this  year  will  commence  on  Monday,  July  20,  and  continue  till 
Tuesday,  September  1,  six  weeks.  All  the  children  must  return  to  school 
promptly  at  the  end  of  the  vacation,  as  a reduction  will  hereafter  be  made 
in  the  case  of  those  who  remain  away  eA-en  for  a short  time.  The  “thirty 
day”  rule  will  no  longer  be  applied  to  this  class  of  absences. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but 
the  time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of 
visitation  by  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  the3'  may  deem  proper  ; and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examination  in  the  lower  classes 
to  some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils 
soon  to  leave  the  institution. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  as  they  were  last  year, 
by  the  officers  of  the  several  schools  and  homes,  and  forwarded  to  this  De- 
partment. 

Special  Examinations. 

Special  examinations  ha^m  already  been  held  by  Inspector  Cornforth,  at 
the  Lincoln  Institution,  Educational  Home  for  Boys,  Church  Home,  Cath- 
olic Home,  St.  John’s  Orphan  Asylum,  Industrial  School,  Germantown 
Orphan  Home,  and  St.  Vincent  Asylum. 


Ex.  Doc.] 
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The  Super iuteiident  'will  atteud — 

At  Harford,  Siisqueliamia  county,  Tuesda}',  July  7,  A.  m. 

At  Titusville,  Crawford  county,  Thursday,  Julj"  9,  A.  Ji. 

At  Dayton,  Armstrong  county,  Friday,  July  10,  P.  M.,  and  a part  of  Sat- 
urday. 

At  Uniontown,  Fayette  county,  Monday,  Juh"  13,  p.  m.,  and  a part  of  Tues- 
day. 

At  Philtysbnrg,  Beaver  county,  TTednesday,  July  15,  A.  M. 

At  Mercer,  Mercer  county,  Thursday,  July  10,  a.  m. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  York  Home,  York,  'Wednesday,  June  10,  A.  >i. 

At  Lancaster  Home,  Lancaster,  Tuesday,  June  16,  A.  >i. 

At  'Womelsdorf  Home,  'Womelsdorf,  Thursday,  June  18,  A.  M. 

At  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Orphan  Asylum,  Wednesday,  June  24,  a.  m. 
At  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Thursday,  June  25,  p.  m. 

At  Mansfield,  Tioga  county.  Tuesday,  July  7,  a.  m. 

At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Thursday,  July  9,  A.  m. 

At  Bi'idgewater,  Bucks  county,  Friday,  July  10,  a.  m. 

At  Chester  Springs,  Chester  county,  Saturday,  July  11,  a.  m. 

At  Mount  Jojq  Lancaster  county,  Monday,  July  13,  a.  ji. 

At  lYhite  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  Tuesday,  July  14,  A.  m. 

At  McAlisterville,  Juniata  county,  Wednesday,  July  15,  a.  w. 

Deputy  State  Superintendent  Houck  will  attend — 

At  Andersonberg,  Perry  county,  IVednesday,  July  15,  A.  m. 

At  Loj’sville,  Perry  county,  Thursday,  July  16,  a.  m. 

Deputy  State  Superintendent  Cnrry  will  assist  the  Superintendent  at 
several  examinations  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  The  county  super- 
intendents of  the  counties  where  the  examinations  are  held  will  take  part 
in  them. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hotter,  lady  inspector,  will  be  present  at  a number  of  the 
examinations,  as  will  also,  it  is  hoped,  his  Excellency,  Governor  Hartranft, 
and  members  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  military  drill  will  form  a feature 
of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  read}'  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public  ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite,  specially,  the  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  super- 
intending committees,  soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities 
as  have  interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  educating  our  orphan  children. 

The  examinations  in  the  forenoon  will  commence  as  near!}'  as  practicable 
at  nine,  a.  M.,and  those  in  the  afternoon  at  two,r.  M.  Every  arrangement 
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should  be  made  beforehand  to  prevent  unnecessary  delay.  The  regulations 
for  vacation  vill  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIECULAE,  NO.  11. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
PIarrisburg,  Pa.,  September  30.,  187 J/., 
To  the  Mothers,  Guardians,  and  Friends  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphans' of  the 

School  at  Titusville ; 

The  Titusville  school  has  been  closed.  Another  orphan  school  may  be 
opened  .at  Titusville,  or  the  children  recently  at  school  there  may  be  trans- 
ferred to  other  places.  In  case  of  transfer,  your  ivishes  in  respect  to  a 
school  will  be  consulted,  or  if  you  have  no  choice  in  the  matter,  the  school 
deemed  most  suitable  or  convenient  will  be  selected.  The  children  will 
not  be  kept  out  of  school  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessarjr  to  make 
arrangements  for  their  proper  accommodation.  As  soon  as  these  shall  be 
completed  due  notice  will  be  given. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  NO  12. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  June  12,  1875. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes: 

Tacation  this  year  v'ill  commence  on  Friday,  July  23,  and  continue  till 
Friday,  September  3,  six  weeks.  All  the  children  must  return  to  school 
promptl}’  at  the  end  of  the  vacation,  as  a reduction  will  hereafter  be  made 
in  the  case  of  those  who  remain  away  even  for  a short  time.  The  “ thirty 
^day  rule  ” will  no  longer  be  applied  to  this  class  of  absences.- 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  the 
visitation  of  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper ; and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examinations  in  the  lower  classes  to 
some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils 
soon  to  leave  the  institutions. 


Ex.  Doc.] 
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The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  as  they  were  last  year, 
by  the  officers  of  the  several  schools  and  homes,  and  forwarded  to  this  De- 
partment. 

8pecial  E.vanilnations. 

Special  examinations  will  be  held  by  the  Inspectors  as  follows  : 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Rochester,  Tuesday,  June  15,  P.  Ji. 

At  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  AVednesday,  June  16,  A.  M. 

At  Children’s  Home,  York,  Monday,  June  21,  A.  m. 

At  Children’s  Home,  Lancaster,  'Wednesday,  June  2-3,  a.  m. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Glermantown,  Thursday,  June  24,  a.  m. 

At  Church  Home,  Angora,  Thursday,  June  24,  p.  m. 

At  Industrial  School,  Philadelphia,  Friday,  June  25,  a.  m. 

At  Educational  Home  for  Boys,  Philadelphia,  June  25,  p.  >r. 

At  St.  John’s  Asylum,  Philadelphia,  Saturday,  June  26,  a.  m. 

At  St.  Yincent’s  Asylum,  Tacony,  Saturday,  June  26,  P.  M. 

At  Catholic  Home,  Philadelphia,  Monday,  June  28,  P.  m. 

At  Lincoln  Institution,  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  June  29,  P.  M. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Yfomelsdorf,  Friday,  July  2,  a.  m. 

Regular  Annual  Examinations. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend  — 

At  Bridgewater,  Friday,  July  9,  a.  m. 

At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Saturday,  July  10,  A.  M. 

At  Manstield,  Tuesday,  Jul}'  13,  A.  m. 

At  Chester  Springs,  Friday,  July  16,  a.  >i. 

At  White  Hall,  Tuesday,  JUI3'  20,  a.  m. 

At  McAlisterville,  W'ednesday,  July  21,  a.  m. 

At  Mt.  Joy,  Thursdajy  July  22,  A.  M. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  Andersonburg,  Tuesday,  July  6,  a.  >i. 

At  Lo^'syille,  'Wednesday',  July  1,  a.  m. 

At  Harford,  Saturday',  July  10,  a.  m. 

At  Mansfield,  Tuesday',  July  13,  A.  M. 

At  Mercer,  Thursday,  Jul}*  15,  A.  Ji. 

At  Philipsburg,  Fridaj',  July  16,  a.  m. 

At  Uniontown,,  Monday,  July  19,  a.  m. 

At  Dayton,  Thursda}^  July  22,  a.  m. 

Deputy  State  Superintendents  Houck  and  Curry  will  assist  at  seA’eral 
examinations  in  diflerent  parts  of  the  State.  The  count}’  sui)erintendents 
of  the  counties  where  the  examiiirdions  are  held  will  take  part  in  them. 
Several  principals  of  State  Yormal  Schools  have  promised  to  be  present. 

Mrs.  F.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  will  be  present  at  a number  of  the 
examinations,  as  will  also,  it  is  hoped,  his  Excellency  Governor  Hartranft, 
and  members  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a militaiy  drill  will  form  a feature 
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of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite,  specially,  the  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  super- 
intending committee,  soldiers,  members  of  tlie  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities 
as  have  interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  educating  our  orphan  children. 

The  examinations  in  the  forenoon  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable 
at  nine,  a.  m.,  and  those  in  the  afternoon  at  two,  p.  m.  Every  arrangement 
shoidd  be  made  beforehand,  to  prevent  unnecessary  delay.  The  regulations 
for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Su-perintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  NO.  13. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  June  2]).^  1876. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes: 

Vacation  this  year  will  commence  on  Friday,  July  21,  and  continue  till 
Friday,  September  1,  six  weeks.  The  time  any  child  is  absent  from  school 
after  the  end  of  vacation,  will  not  be  paid  for  by  the  State. 

Owing  to  their  engagements  in  connection  with  the  Centennial  Exposi- 
tion, the  State  officers  do  not  expect,  as  is  their  general  custom,  to  be  pres- 
ent at  the  annual  examinations,  and  the  several  schools  and  homes  are 
left  at  liberty  to  make  their  own  ari’angements  respecting  the  time  of  hold- 
ing, and  the  manner  of  conducting  them.  They  are  all  advised,  however, 
to  have  a public  examination,  to  continue  at  least  one  day.  The  reports 
of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  as  usual,  and  forwarded  promptly  to 
the  Department. 

Colonel  Cornforth,  at  his  inspection  for  the  present  quarter,  will  devote 
special  attention  to  the  work  of  the  school-room.  This,  together  with  the 
papers  prepared  for  the  Exposition,  will  furnish  the  Department  all  needed 
information  concerning  the  educational  progress  of  the  children. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  expense  the  project  is  found  to  involve,  the  con- 
templated visit  of  all  the  orphan  children  in  a body  to  the  Centennial  Ex- 
position has  been  reluctantly  abandoned. 

The  regulations  for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 


97 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  NO.  14. 

' Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  August  26,  1876. 

To  the  Mothers,  Guardians  and  Friends  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphans  of  the 

School  at  Philipsburg : 

As  the  biiikliiigs  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  School  at  Philipsbarg  have 
been  destroyed  by  fire,  the  vacation  of  the  children  belonging  to  that 
school  is  hereby  extended  for  four  weeks,  or  until  Friday,  September  29. 
During  this  time  arrangements  will  be  made  to  have  the  Philipsburg  chil- 
dren admitted  into  schools  considered  the  most  accessible  and  suitable  for 
them.  Timely  notice  of  these  arrangements  will  be  given,  so  that  the 
children  can  report  promptly,  at  the  end  of  the  four  weeks,  at  the  schools 
to  which  the}'  may  be  assigned. 

J.  P.  AYICKERSHAiM, 

Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR.  NO.  15. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers'  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  May  3,  1877. 

The  applications  for  the  admission  of  children  to  the  Soldiers'  Orphan 
Schools,  under  the  late  acts  of  the  Legislature,  come  to  the  Department  in 
great  numbers  illegal  in  form,  incomplete,  and  erroneous.  These  irregu- 
larities almost  always  lead  to  a tedious  and  sometimes  annoying  corres- 
pondence. Trouble  to  all  parties  concerned,  it  is  thought,  may  be  saved 
by  observing  the  following  directions : 

There  are  tivo  dosses  : 

I.  Where  the  Father  is  deteased.  In  this  case  it  must  be  shown  by 
satisfactory  testimony  that  the  cause  of  the  father’s  death  can  be  traced 
directly  back  to  circumstances  connected  v'ith  the  war — wounds,  disease, 
or  impaired  constitution.  On  this  point  the  lav'  is  imperative.  The  line 
of  testimony  must  extend  back  from  the  time  of  death  to  the  cause  that 
produced  it  in  the  army,  and  statements  and  affidavits  should  be  presented 
from  the  physicians  who  attended  him  at  any  time,  but  especially  from 
those  who  attended  him  v'hile  in  the  service,  directly  after  he  left  the  ser- 
vice, and  at  the  time  of  his  death.  These  statements  or  affidavits  should 
always  contain  the  grounds  or  reasons  for  the  opinions  expressed _ 
Weight  will  also  be  given  to  the  testimony  of  the  officers  under  whom  he 
served,  of  the  soldiers  who  knew  him,  or  of  responsible  citizens  acquainted 
with  the  case. 

II.  Where  the  Father  is  still  living,  but  is  sick  or  disabled. 
Here  a competent  physician  must  make  a careful  professional  examination 
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of  the  ease,  and  under  oath  or  afBrmation,  state  the  character  of  the  dis- 
ease or  disability,  and  the  circumstances  which,  in  his  judgment,  caused  it. 
If  thought  to  ho  traceable  to  circumstances  connected  with  the  war,  the 
opinion  should  be  strengthened  by  other  testimony  similar  to  that  required 
as  above,  when  the  father  is  deceased.  In  other  words  the  application 
must  contain  evidence  showing  that  the  sickness  or  disability  was  caused 
by  the  was. 

In  all  applications  it  should  be  stated  whether  the  father  was  or  is  in  re- 
ceipt of  a pension.  If  not,  why  not ; and  if  so,  the  number  of  the  pen- 
sion certificate  should  be  given.  The  law  requires  all  applications  to  be 
approved  l\y  the  proper  board  of  school  directors.  This  can  only  be  done 
wdien  the  board  is  in  session,  after  full  consideration,  by  a resolution  placed 
upon  the  minutes.  The  signatures  of  the  officers  of  a school  board,  ob- 
tained without  the  authority  of  the  board,  have  no  validity — they  destroy 
the  legality  of  the  paper  to  which  thej^  are  attached.  Boards  or  directors 
are  expected  to  inquire  before  approving  an  application  as  to  its  merits  in 
all  respects. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIECULAR,  NO.  16. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  June  ii,  1877. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes: 

Vacation  this  year  will  commence  on  Saturday,  July  21,  and  continue 
till  Saturday,  September  1,  six  weeks. 

All  the  children  must  return  to  school  promptly  at  the  end  of  the  vaca- 
tion, as  no  charge  will  be  allowed  for  absence  after  that  time.  The  “ thirty 
day  ” rule  applies  only  to  necessary  absences  during  term  time. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  seimral  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but 
the  time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of 
visitation  bj^  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  ma}^  deem  proper  ; and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  examinations  in  the  lower  classes 
to  some  one  branch  of  instiuction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils 
soon  to  leave  the  institution. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  in  the  same  way  as  they 
were  made  out  last  year,  by  the  officers  of  the  several  schools  and  homes, 
and  forwarded  to  this  Department. 


Ex.  Doc.] 


Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans. 
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Hpeeial  ExaniiDations. 

Siiecial  examinations  will  be  held  by  the  Inspectors  as  follows  : 

At  Children’s  Home,  \ork,  Monday,  June  11,  a.  m. 

At  Children’s  Home,  Lancaster,  Thursday,  June  14,  a.  ji. 

At  Industrial  School,  Philadelpliia,  Friday,  June  15,  a.  m. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Germantoy  n,  Friday,  June  15,  a.  k. 

At  St.  I incent’s  Asylum,  Tacony,  Saturday,  June  16,  a.  m. 

At  Lincoln  Institution,  Philadelphia,  Monday,  June  18,  a.  m. 

At  Fducational  Home,  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  June  19,  A.  m. 

At  Church  Home,  Angora,  Tuesday,  June  19,  p.  ji. 

At  St.  Paul  s Orphan  Home,  llutler,  Friday,  June  22,  a.  ji. 

At  Orphan  s Home,  Rochester,  Tuesday,  June  26,  a.  ji. 

At  Orphan’s  Home,  Womelsdorf,  Wednesday,  July  11,  a.  ji. 

Regular  Exannnations. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend 

At  Loysjulle,  Thursday,  July  5,  p.  Ji. 

At  Andersonburg,  Friday,  July  6,  a.  ji. 

At  Harford,  Tuesday,  July  10,  A.  Ji. 

At  Mercer,  Thursday,  July  12,  p.  ji.,  and  Friday,  July  13,  A.  Ji. 

At  Uniontown,  Monday,  July  16,  p.  ji. 

At  Dayton,  Wednesday,  July  18,  p.  ji. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend 

At  McAlisterjulle,  Friday,  July  6,  A.  ji. 
x^t  IVhite  Hall.  Monday,  July  9,  a.  ji. 

At  Mount  Joy,  Tuesday,  July  10,  a.  ji. 

At  Chester  Springs,  Thursday,  July  12,  A.  Ji. 

At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Friday,  July  13,  a.  ji. 

At  Bridgewater,  Monday,  July  16,  a.  ji. 

At  Mauslield,  Thursday,  July  19,  a.  ji. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector.  Superintendents  Houck  and  Ijindsey, 
and  the  clerks  in  the  Department,  will  assist  at  a number  of  the  examina’ 
tions  in  difierent  parts  of  the  State. 

The  superintendents  of  schools,  and  the  principals  of  State  Xormal 
schools  will  take  part  in  the  examinations  held  in  their  seyeral  districts. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
of  the  examiuatious.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  inspec 
tion. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public  ; and  the  authorities  of 
tlie  seyeral  schools  are  requested  to  invite,  especially,  the  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  super- 
intending committees,  soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such- other  citizens  of  the  seyeral  localities 
as  haye  interested  themselyes  in  the  work  of  the  education  of  our  oriihan 
children.  ^ 
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The  examinations  in  the  forenoon  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable 
at  nine,  A.  M.,  and  those  in  the  afternoon  at  two,  p.  M.  Every  arrangement 
should  be  made  beforehand  to  prevent  unnecessary  delay.  The  regulations 
for  \acation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintentent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  NO.  17. 

Department  or  Schools,  Soldiers’  Ohphans, 

Harrisberg,  June  8,  1818. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes  : 

Yacation  this  year  will  commence  on  Saturday,  July  20,  and  continue 
till  Saturda}^  August  30,  six  weeks. 

All  the  children  must  return  to  school  promptly  at  the  end  of  the  vaca- 
tion, as  no  charge  will  be  allowed  for  absence  after  that  time.  The  “thirty 
daj"  rule”  applies  only  to  necessary  absences  during  term  time. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  slndl  deem  advisable,  but  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  vis- 
itation by  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
on  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper;  and  it  is  hereby 
directed  that,  in  general,  they  limit  the  exaninations  in  the  lower  classes  to 
some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more  gen- 
eral examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils  soon 
to  leave  the  institutions. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  in  the  same  way  as 
they  were  made  out  last  year,  by  the  officers  of  the  several  schools  and 
homes,  and  forwarded  to  this  Department. 


Special  Examinations. 

Special  examinations  will  be  held  by  the  inspectors,  as  follows  : 
At  Educational  Home,  Monday,  June  10,  a.  m. 

At  Lincoln  Institution,  Monday,  June  10,  p.  M. 

At  Church  Home,  Angora,  Tuesday,  July  5,  A.  m. 

At  Industial  School,  Tuesdaj^,  Jul}^  2,  a.  m. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Germantown,  AVednesday,  July  3,  P.  m. 

At  Childrens’  Home,  York,  Monday,  July  1,  A.  M. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  M^omelsdorf,  Saturday,  July  6,  A.  M. 

At  Orphans’  Home,  Rochester,  Friday,  June  21,  p.  m. 

At  St.  Paul’s  Orphans’  Home,  Butler,  Friday,  June  14,  p.  M. 


Ex.  Doc.] 
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Regular  ExaminatioDS. 

Inspector  Cornforth  will  attend — 

At  Harford,  Saturday,  Jnly  6,  a.  >i. 

At  Mansfield,  Tuesday-,  Jnlj'  9,  a.  m. 

At  Mercer,  Tuesday,  July  11,  a.  m.,  and  Friday,  July  12.  a.  m. 

At  Dayton,  Tuesday,  July  16,  A.  m. 

At  Uniontown,  Friday,  July  19,  A.  >i. 

Chief  Clerk  Paul  will  attend — 

At  Mount  Joy,  Thursday,  Julj’  11,  A.  M. 

At  M^hite  Hall,  Saturday,  July  13,  A.  m. 

Deput_v  Superintendent  Houck  will  attend — 

At  Loysville,  Thursday,  July  18,  A.  M. 

At  Andersonburg,  Friday,  July  19,  a.  m. 

Deputy  Superintendent  Lindsey  will  attend — 

At  Chester  Springs,  Tuesday,  July  16,  a.  ji. 

At  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  July  2,  a.  m. 

At  Bridgewater,  Thursday,  July  18,  a.  :m. 

Joseph  X.  Beistle,  Esquire,  will  attend — 

At  McAlisterville,  Friday,  July  19,  a.  m. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  will  assist  at  a number  of  the  exam- 
inations in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

The  superintendent  of  schools  and  the  principals  of  State  Xormal  schools 
will  take  part  in  the  examination  held  in  their  several  districts. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  be.  as  heretofore,  public  ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite  specially  the  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  super- 
intending committees,  soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities 
as  have  interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  the  education  of  our  orphan 
children. 

The  examinations  in  the  forenoon  will  commence  as  nearly  as  practicable 
at  nine,  a.  m.,  and  those  in  the  afternoon  at  two,  p.  Ji.  Every  arrangement 
should  be  made  beforehand,  to  prevent  unnecessaiy  delay.  The  regula- 
tions for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 
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OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  NO.  18. 

Department  op  Soluiers’  Orphan  Schools, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  July  22^  1878. 

To  llothers,  Ouardians,  and  Friends  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphans  of  the 

School  at  Andersonburg ; 

The  subjoined  communication  from  Professor  Hall,  Principal  of  the 
Andersonburg  School,  explains  itself : 

Andersonburg,  Pa.,  July  11,  1878. 

Honorable  -J.  P.  Wickersham, 

Sriperintendent  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools; 

Sir  : The  number  of  jiupils  in  my  school  having  become  so  much  dimin- 
ished that  I can  no  longer  afford  to  continue  it  at  the  usual  rates  paid  by 
the  State,  I therefore  ask  to  be  releived  of  its  control  on  the  30th  day  of 
August  next,  and  that  the  orphans  at  that  time  be  transferred  to  such 
school  Or  schools  as  you  may  deem  best.  Trusting  you  will  grant  my  re- 
quest, and  thanking  you  for  the  kindness  which  jmn  have  always  shown 
me  during  the  many  years  of  our  official  relations, 

I am  very  respectfully  yours, 

W.  H.  HALL, 

Principal  Andersonburg  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools. 

Deeming  it  expedient  to  grant  Professor  Hall’s  request,  the  Soldiers’ 
Orphan  School  at  Andersonburg  will  be  closed  on  the  30th  day  of  August 
next,  and  the  pupils  transferred  to  schools  which  you  may  select,  if  the  De- 
partment be  informed  of  your  choice  within  two  weeks  after  the  receipt  of 
this  circular ; but  should  you  neglect  to  express  a preference  within  the 
time  named,  the  children  under  your  care  will  be  transferred  to  the  school 
thought  by  the  Department  the  most  suitable  or  convenient. 

Respectfully, 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Suverintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  NO.  19. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans. 

Harrisburg,  June  9,  1879. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes; 

Vacation  this  yearwdll  commence  on  Saturday,  July  19,  and  continue  till 
Saturdajq  August  30,  six  weeks. 

All  the  children  must  return  to  school  promptly  at  the  end  of  the  vaca- 
tion, as  no  charge  will  be  allowed  for  absence  after  that  time.  The  “ thirty- 
day  rule”  applies  only  to  necessary  absences  during  term  time. 
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The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  may  continue  as 
many  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  vis- 
itation by  the  State  officers  named  belov'. 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
upon  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper  ; and  it  is  hereby 
direct(‘d  that,  in  general  they  limit  the  examinations  in  the  lower  classes  to 
some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more  gen- 
eral examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils  soon 
to  leave  the  institution. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  in  the  same  wa^^  as 
they  were  made  out  last  year,  by  the  officers  of  the  several  Schools  and 
Homes,  and  forwarded  to  this  Department. 

Owing  to  the  great  decrease  in  the  number  of  children  in  attendance, 
and  the  fact  that  the  Legislature  made  no  appropriation  to  pay  the  salary 
of  the  Inspector  and  Examiner,  no  regular  examinations  will  be  held  this 
year  at  the  Children’s  Home,  York;  the  Industrial  School,  Philadelphia  ; 
the  Orphans’  Home,  Germantown ; the  Educational  Home,  Philadelphia ; 
the  Church  Home,  Angora ; St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  or  the  Or- 
irhaus’  Home,  Womelsdorf.  These  institutions,  however,  will  be  visited 
and  carefully  inspected  as  heretofore. 

Regular  Examinations. 

The  Superintendent  will  attend  examinations  at  the  following  schools  on 
the  days  designated  : 

Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute,  Thursday,  July  10,  9,  A.  m. 

Lincoln  Institution,  Thursday  Julj'  10,  8,  p.  M. 

Bridgewater,  Prida}^  July  11,  9,  a.  m. 

Chester  Springs,  Saturday,  July  12,  9,  A.  m. 

McAlistferville,  Tuesday,  July  15,  9,  A.  M. 

White  Hall,  Wednesday,  July  16,  9,  A.  ii. 

Mount  Joy,  Thursday,  July  11,  9,  A.  M. 

Representatives  of  the  Department  will  conduct  additional  examinations 
as  follows  : 

Loysville,  Wednesda}^  July  9,  1,  p.  M. 

Harford,  Thursday,  July  10,  9,  a.  m. 

Mansfield,  Friday,  July  11,  9,  a.  m. 

Mercer,  Tuesday,  July  15,  9,  a.  m. 

Dayton,  Wednesday,  July  16,  9,  a.  m. 

Uniontown,  Thursday,  July  17,  9,  a.  m. 

Mr.  S.  R.  Bechtell,  appointed  inspector  and  examiner  of  Soldiers’  Or- 
phan Schools,  in  place  of  Col.  Cornforth,  generously  proposes  to  attend  a 
number  of  examinations  and  visit  the  schools,  without  compensation.  Mrs. 
E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  instector,  Chief  Clerk  Paul,  Deputy  Superintendents 
Houck  and  Lindsey,  and  other  officers  of  the  Department  will  assist  at 
several  of  the  examinations. 
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The  superintendents  of  schools  and  the  principals  of  State  Normal  schools 
will  take  part  in  the  examinations  held  in  their  respective  districts. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  a military  drill  will  form  a feature 
of  the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  in- 
spection. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  iiiAdte,  especially,  the  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  super- 
intending committees,  soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
couits,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities 
as  have  interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  the  education  of  our  orphan 
children. 

Arrangements  should  be  at  the  schools  so  that  the  examinations  may 
commence  promptly  at  the  hour  appointed. 

The  regulations  for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  in  other  years. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


FICIAL  CIRCULAR,  NO.  20. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  August  6,  1879. 

To  the  3Iothers,  Guardians,  and  Friends  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphans  of  the 

School  at  Bridgewater : 

The  subjoinei  communication  from  James  Stitzer,  Esquire,  principal  of 
the  Bridgewater  Soldiers’  Orphan  School,  explains  itself : 

Bbidgewatee,  .July,  19  1879. 

Honorable  J.  P.  Wickeesham,  Superintendent  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools  : 

Deae  Sie:  I respectfully  beg  leave  to  tender  my  resignation  as  principal  of  the 
Bridgewater  Soldiers’  Orphan  School,  to  take  effect  August  30,  1879.  This  is  a step  I 
have  meditated  for  several  years  past,  but  the  difficulty  of  consolidating  this  school 
with  others,  and  the  strong  attachment  of  the  children  to  the  place  which  has  been 
their  home  for  many  years,  delayed  my  action  until  now. 

Witlihnanj'  thanks  to  j’ou  and  to  the  Department  for  the  uniform  kindness  I have 
received  in  all  mj^  business  intercourse  with  you,  I am, 

Very  truly  yours, 

JAMES  STITZER, 

Principal  of  Bridgewater  Soldiers’  Orphan  School. 
Deeming  it  expedient  to  grant  Mr.  Stitzer’s  request,  the  Soldiers’  Orphan 
School  at  Bridgewater  will  be  closed  on  the  30th  day  of  August,  and  the 
pupils  transferred  to  any  one  of  the  following  schools  which  you  may  se- 
lect, viz:  Dnioutown,  Fayette  countj^ ; Mercer,  Mercer  county;  Dayton, 
Armstrong  county  ; Mansfield,  Tioga  county ; Harford,  Susquehanna 
county  ; McAlisterville,  Juniata  county  ; or  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster  county? 
if  the  Dejiartment  be  informed  of  your  choice  within  ten  days  after  the 
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receipt  of  this  circular  ; but  should  you  neglect  to  express  a preference  for 
some  one  of  the  schools  above  named  within  the  time  specified,  the  children 
under  3'our  care  will  be  transferred  to  the  school  thought  by  the  Depart- 
ment the  most  suitable  or  convenient. 

If  for  any  reason  j'ou  should  deem  it  advisable  not  to  send  vour  children 
to  a new  school,  the  Department  should  be  promptly  notified  of  3'Our  con- 
clusion. 

llespectfully, 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  NO.  21. 

Departeent  of  Schools  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  May  1880. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  and 

Homes : 

Vacation  this  j-ear  will  commence  on  Saturdajy  Jnlj'  24,  and  continue 
until  Wednesday',  September  1,  five  and  a half  weeks. 

All  the  children  must  return  to  school  promptly  at  the  end  of  the  vaca- 
tion, as  no  charge  will  be  allowed  for  absences  after  that  time.  The  “thirty 
daj'  rule  ” applies  onlj'  to  necessaiy  absence  during  term  time. 

The  annual  examinations  at  the  several  institutions  ma}’  continue  as 
manj"  days  as  those  directly  controlling  them  shall  deem  advisable,  but  the 
time  of  holding  each  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day  of  A'is- 
itation  bj'  the  State  ofticers  named  below 

The  State  officers,  when  present,  will  conduct  the  examinations,  calling 
upon  such  persons  to  assist  them  as  they  may  deem  proper  ; and  it  is  herely^ 
directed  that,  in  general,  thej^  limit  the  examinations  in  the  lower  classes 
to  some  one  branch  of  instruction,  reserving  most  of  the  time  for  a more 
general  examination  of  the  higher  classes,  or  the  classes  containing  pupils 
soon  to  leave  the  institution. 

The  reports  of  the  examinations  will  be  made  out  in  the  same  way  as 
the}'  were  made  out  last  3'ear,  b}'  the  officers  of  the  several  schools  and 
homes,  and  forwarded  to  this  Department. 

Owing  to  the  great  decrease  in  the  number  of  children  in  attendance, 
and  to  the  fact  that  the  Legislature  made  no  appropriation  to  pa\'  the  sal- 
aiy  of  the  inspector  and  examiner,  no  regular  examinations  will  be  held 
this  3'ear  at  the  Children’s  Home,  A"ork;  the  Industrial  Scliool,  Philadel- 
phia; the  Lincoln  Institution  and  Educational  Home,  Philadelphia;  the 
Church  Home,  Angora  ; St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  or  the  Orphans’ 
Home,  "Womelsdorf.  These  institutions,  however,  will  be  visited  and  care- 
full}’  inspected  as  heretofore. 

An  examination  has  already  been  held  at  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute. 
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Regular  Examinations. 

The  Siiperiiitendeut  will  attend  examinations  at  the  following  schools  on 
the  days  designated  ; 

Dayton,  Monday,  July  19,  9,  a.  m.  , 

Mercer,  Wednesday,  July  21,  9,  A.  M. 

Union  town,  Friday,  July  23,  9,  A.  M. 

Col.  James  L.  Paul,  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Orphan  School  Department,  will 
be  present  at — 

Mansfield,  Tuesday,  Julj^  20,  9,  A.  m. 

Harford,  Thursday,  July  22,  9,  A.  m. 

Representatives  of  the  Department  will  conduct  additional  examinations 
as  follows  : 

McAlisterville,  Tuesday,  July  20,  9,  A.  M. 

Loysville,  Tuesday,  July  20,  9,  A.  m. 

Mount  Joy,  "Wednesday,  July  21,  9,  a.  m. 

Chester  Springs,  Thursday,  Jul}^  22,  9,  A.  >i. 

"White  Hall,  Friday,  July  23,  9,  A.  m. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector.  Deputy  Superintendent  Houck  and 
Lindsey,  and  other  officers  of  the  Department,  will  assist  at  several  of  the 
examinations. 

The  superintendents  of  schools,  and  the  principals  of  State  Normal 
schools  will  take  part  in  the  examinations  held  in  their  respective  dis- 
tricts. 

An  exhibition  of  industrial  skill  and  military  drill  will  form  a feature  of 
the  examinations.  Drawing  and  copy-books  should  be  ready  for  inspec- 
tion. 

The  examinations  will  be,  as  heretofore,  public  ; and  the  authorities  of 
the  several  schools  are  requested  to  invite,  especially,  tlie  presence  of  super- 
intendents, directors,  and  teachers  of  common  schools,  members  of  super- 
intending committees,  soldiers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  such  other  citizens  of  the  several  localities 
as  have  interested  themselves  in  the  work  of  the  education  of  our  orphan 
children. 

Arrangements  should  be  perfected  at  the  schools  so  that  the  examinations 
ma3"  commence  promptly  at  the  hour  appointed. 

The  regulations  for  vacation  will  be  the  same  as  in  past  years. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 
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OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  NO.  22. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
Harrisburg,  September  10,  1880. 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers'  Orphaii  Schools  : 

Your  atteution  is  respectfully  called  to  the  following  points  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  schools  under  your  charge  : 

1.  A course  of  instruction  in  industrial  drawing  is  required  to  be  given 
in  all  the  schools.  It  may  commence  with  drawing  on  slates  in  the  lower 
grades,  but  in  the  higher  ones  it  should  follow  some  well  approved  system- 
atic plan  of  teaching.  At  the  next  examination,  the  pupils  in  all  the  grades 
will  be  expected  to  exhibit  specimens  showing  their  proficiency'  in  this 
branch  of  study'. 

2.  The  object  lessons,  now  required  in  all  the  lower  grades,  should  em- 
brace the  elements  of  the  natural  sciences.  This  instruction  may'  be  given 
orally',  or  from  books  and  cliarts.  In  a similar  way’  knowledge  concerning 
current  events  may'  be  imparted  to  the  children. 

3.  Composition  writing,  including  the  writing  of  letters,  notes,  adver- 
tisements, invitations,  itc.,  Ac.,  should  be  practiced  in  every'  grade.  In 
the  lower  grades,  it  may  be  made  an  exercise  in  connection  with  the  read- 
ing lessons,  but  in  the  higher  ones  it  should  be  taught  as  a special  subject 
of  instruction.  It  should  be  stated  also,  that  children  derive  great  profit 
from  committing  to  memory'  and  reciting  suitable  selections  from  standard 
authors  in  poetry'  and  prose.  Exercises  of  this  kind  will  hereafter  be  in- 
sisted upon. 

4.  Instruction  in  Military  Tactics  is  required  in  all  the  scliools.  The 
drill  must  not  be  confined  to  a few  weeks  immediately'  preceding  the  an- 
nual examination,  but  be  continued  regularly'  during  the  v'liole  year. 

5.  Special  attention  is  called  to  item  four, in  Circular  Yo.  5,  issued  from 
this  Department,  September  15,  1871.  It  relates  to  keeping  clothing  ac- 
counts. Each  cliild  must  be  charged  only'  with  the  amount  paid  in  cash 
for  the  articles  issued  to  him.  A careful  account  for  clothing  should  al- 
ways be  kept  tvith  each  child-  in  a hook  open  to  inspection.  This  account 
should  exactly  correspond  with  the  articles  the  child  possesses,  and  from 
it  the  issue  roll  is  to  be  made  up.  Any'  school  that  has  not  kept  its  cloth- 
ing accounts  in  this  way'  must  prepare  to  do  so  at  once,  as  the  inspectors 
will  be  instructed  to  examine  into  the  matter,  and  report. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent. 
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